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(The hearing starts in open session at 9.30 a.m.)  9 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:30:26] All rise.  The International Criminal Court is now in 10 

session.  Please be seated.   11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:30:41] Good morning, everyone.   12 

Madam Court Officer, can I ask that you kindly mention the case.  Thank you.   13 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:31:04] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours.  14 

The situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 15 

Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, case reference ICC-01/14-01/21, and we're in open session.   16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:31:17] Thank you very much.   17 

May I ask that the parties introduce themselves, please.  Thank you.   18 

MS MAKWAIA:  [9:31:23] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours.  For the 19 

Office of the Prosecutor this morning, myself, Holo Makwaia, senior trial lawyer; 20 

Sanyu Ndagire; Vanessa Hernández; and Adeline Belle.  Thank you.   21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:31:36] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia.   22 

Ms Pellet, for the victims, please.   23 

MS PELLET:  [9:31:41](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.  The 24 

victims are represented by Adeline Bedoucha and myself, Sarah Pellet for the Office of 25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red-ENG CT WT 15-11-2022 1/90 TICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red2-ENG CT RCL WT 15-11-2022 1/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Conduct of proceedings, ICC-01/14-01/21-251, dated 9 March 2022, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0787 

15.11.2022  Page 2 

Public Counsel for Victims.   1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:31:57] Thank you very much, Ms Pellet.  2 

Can I ask Ms Naouri to introduce the team for the Defence, please.  3 

MS NAOURI:  [9:32:05](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.  To my 4 

side, left and right, we have Dov Jacobs and Léa Allix, and then we have Capucine 5 

Banet, and myself, of course, Jennifer Naouri, who is chief counsel for the Defence.  6 

Thank you.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:19] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri.  8 

And for the record, I note that Mr Said is in court.  9 

Good morning, Mr Said.  10 

MR SAID:  [9:32:23](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.    11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:40] And good morning, Mr Witness.  I hope you 12 

rested well.   13 

THE WITNESS:  [9:32:44](Interpretation) Yes, thank you very much, your Honour.  14 

Yes, I am well rested.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:48] Good.   16 

Now, we're going to continue with your cross-examination today, this morning.  I just 17 

wish to remind you that you are still under oath to tell the truth.   18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0787 (On former oath)  19 

(The witness speaks French)  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:33:01] I'm going to invite Defence counsel Naouri to 21 

continue putting her questions to you.  Thank you very much for your cooperation, 22 

indeed.   23 

Ms Naouri, please, your witness.   24 

MS NAOURI:  [9:33:20](Interpretation) My thanks, your Honour.   25 
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QUESTIONED BY MS NAOURI: (Interpretation)(Continuing)  1 

Q.     [9:33:27] Good morning, Mr Witness.   2 

A.     [9:33:28] Good morning, counsel.   3 

Q.     [9:33:31] Now, transcript 37, page 90, lines 7 to 8, that's where we left things.  And 4 

you were talking about the various bases of the OCRB.  And could you please provide 5 

a list for us?  6 

A.     [9:33:49] Yes, counsel, I can.  Perhaps I can give you that list now.  We have in the 7 

7th arrondissement there is one base.  There's another one in the 8th arrondissement.  8 

In the 6th arrondissement there is a third.  And in the 3rd arrondissement, we have 9 

another base dependent upon the OCRB.  And in the outskirts of Bangui, we have 10 

another of said bases.   11 

Q.     [9:34:51] Thank you very much.  And among the lists of antenna that you've 12 

offered to the Court, which would be 92 *Logements?  13 

A.     [9:35:05] Now, this is an antenna which is located -- well, how can I put it?  These 14 

are buildings.  These are social housing built by the state, and one of the buildings was 15 

used by the OCRB because there had been a resurgence in banditry in that particular 16 

location, and it's not very far away from the PK3 vicinity.  So that's why that antenna 17 

was initially set up.  18 

Q.     [9:35:49] My thanks, Witness.  And Ngouciment, that particular antenna?  19 

A.     [9:35:59] The Ngouciment antenna, you find that in the 3rd, as I mentioned a 20 

moment ago.  It's one of the neighbourhoods in the 3rd arrondissement in the city of 21 

Bangui.   22 

Q.     [9:36:15] My thanks, Mr Witness.  And the Damala antenna, what about that?  23 

A.     [9:36:24 ] The Damala antenna?  Well, over and beyond the Bangui city limits, the 24 

northern exit is at PK12, so beyond PK13.  And that's where that particular antenna 25 
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was established.  It was established initially because there was a cattle merchant not far 1 

from there, which is a source of problems, and so the antennae was established to 2 

watch that.  These are some of the antennae that I have forgotten.   3 

Q.     [9:37:15] And is there one at Cattin, an antenna at Cattin?  It doesn't matter if you 4 

can't remember them all.   5 

A.     [9:37:25] Yes, it's the plateau antenna as we call it.  As I was saying, this is on the 6 

outskirts of Bangui in the southern area of the city.   7 

Q.     [9:37:41] Thanks, Witness.  And if I'm following your evidence, you make a 8 

distinction between the Damala antennae and the one that is located at PK13, or are we 9 

talking about the same antennae in actual fact?  10 

A.     [9:37:55] No, it's a different antennae.  Between the Damala and the PK13 11 

antennae?  No, they're two separate antennae.   12 

Q.     [9:38:11] Thank you, Witness.  And Cattin and plateau, are those two distinct 13 

antennae or is it just the same one?  14 

A.     [9:38:24] Cattin and -- no, it's Cattin plateau.  I think it must be the same antenna.  15 

I think it's the same antenna, because some antennae were created at the time when I 16 

wasn't there.  There were additional antennae that were added on, additional antennae.   17 

Q.     [9:39:02] Thank you, Mr Witness.  And, lastly, the Bangouma antennae, what 18 

about that one?  19 

A.     [9:39:12] Yes, when I talked about the 7th arrondissement, I was referring to that 20 

specific one you've just mentioned.   21 

Q.     [9:39:24] Thank you, Mr Witness.  And tell us how do these antennae operate, 22 

these OCRB antennae?  How do they work?  23 

A.     [9:39:30] Yes, counsel.  These antennae have particular purposes, and the police 24 

officers are appointed to those locations.  There's a head of antenna and his men, and 25 
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he organises how the department operates generally according to -- along the same 1 

lines.  You have two brigades, one which is off and one which is on duty, and then they 2 

rotate according to a shift system.   3 

Q.     [9:40:12] Thank you very much.  And is there a corps urban and a police chief in 4 

each antenna?  5 

A.     [9:40:24] Within the antenna?  Yes, that's right, there is.   6 

Q.     [9:40:35] And is there an investigation department in each antennae?   7 

MS MAKWAIA:  [9:40:39] Madam President, your Honours, sorry to interrupt, can we 8 

get a timeframe for these questions?   9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:40:51] Ms Naouri, is it the period 2013 we are still 10 

looking at and following, or can you give a timeframe, please?   11 

MS NAOURI:  [9:41:03](Interpretation) I'm not talking about 2013, because that will be 12 

for my subsequent questions, but I'm just looking at when he was a director which 13 

antennae existed at that time in Bangui and how they worked in the normal course, 14 

and then I'll be addressing myself to 2013 in just a moment.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:41:23] In which year was that when he was a director?  16 

Which year was it?   17 

Mr Witness, which year are you talking about when you when you refer to these 18 

antennas?   19 

THE WITNESS:  [9:41:41](Interpretation) 2014, when I was director.  20 

MS NAOURI:  [9:41:49](Interpretation)  21 

Q.     [9:41:52] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Let me take up my question again.  Was there 22 

an investigation department in these various antennae depending upon the OCRB?  23 

A.     [9:42:02] Yes, there were investigation departments in some antenna.  In some.  24 

Because there was a shortage of judicial police officers, generally speaking, over and 25 
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beyond the head of service who comes under the judicial police.  But others not.  But 1 

others are well equipped.  92 *Logements is a case in point.  At that particular 2 

antennae, they have an investigation department contrary to the Bangouma antenna, 3 

by way example.  4 

Q.     [9:42:53] Thank you for those clarifications.  So you said it was the same modus 5 

operandi with the brigades, but how many elements make up a brigade in an OCRB 6 

antennae, please?  7 

A.     [9:43:06] If I refer to the time when I was director, I would say that the Central 8 

African police had a shortage of staff.  We were understaffed in our various units.  So 9 

these - how can I put it? - these weren't brigades.  That maybe would find it difficult to 10 

man a brigade with ten people.  They would struggle to man a brigade with ten people.  11 

Q.     [9:43:42] Thank you very much.  And these variation OCRB antenna, what were 12 

their links with this central OCRB?  How did they operate in conjunction with the 13 

central OCRB?  14 

A.     [9:44:00] The chiefs of the antennas had to report to the director of the central 15 

office from an administrative perspective but also in terms of the actions and activities 16 

conducted by the respective antenna.   17 

Q.     [9:44:23] Thank you.  So tell us more.  Tell us more about these reports made by 18 

the antenna to the central OCRB.   19 

A.     [9:44:35] Well, on a *weekly basis -- well, I'm talking about the way things worked.  20 

Twice a week, the head of each antennae were required to go to the central OCRB to 21 

make their report.  And as a director, we were under obligation to visit.  This is part of 22 

the duties for -- to go to all these antenna, to check how things were going on in these 23 

various antenna and what have you.   24 

Q.     [9:45:27] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Very well.  All right, then.  Now we understand 25 
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how these antenna work.  In 2013, were the antennae operating when you were at the 1 

central OCRB?  2 

A.     [9:45:38] Yes, in 2013 the antennae -- well, some were already operational.   3 

Q.     [9:45:55] Very well.  So Benjamin Mallo who came to the stand here, he said, and 4 

this is transcript 19, page 16, lines 11 through to 13, he said on the stand in response to 5 

the question: 6 

"The OCRB antenna didn't operate from March 2013; is that right?"  7 

And he said no in answer to that question.  Now, would this prompt you to make a 8 

clarification in respect of what Benjamin Mallo told the Court on the stand?  9 

A.     [9:46:35] Yes, I did say some antennae, because with the -- well, in the day, in the 10 

very -- in the major areas, we had antenna in the strategic crucial areas.  We had 11 

antennas in the 8th arrondissement, in the 3rd arrondissement.  There were antenna 12 

already established and operating in those particular areas.   13 

Q.     [9:47:03] All right.  So for the avoidance of doubt, the antennae in those major 14 

areas, you're talking about the 3rd arrondissement and the 8th arrondissement antenna.  15 

Is that what you're talking about?  16 

A.     [9:47:16] Yes, that's right.   17 

Q.     [9:47:30] Thank you very much for that clarification, Mr Witness.  Now, let's look 18 

at your departure from the central OCRB in 2013 before actually returning to it laterally 19 

in 2014.   20 

*Did you attend the handover of powers ceremony that took place in the police 21 

directorate general?  22 

A.     [9:47:59] The handover of powers from whom to whom, please?  The handover, 23 

the official handover of powers.   24 

Q.     [9:48:18] Well, this is a time when Nouradine Adam was replaced by Binoua, and 25 
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so Seleka elements were supposed to leave the OCRB subsequent to that.   1 

A.     [9:48:29] Yes, I did attend that particular ceremony.   2 

Q.     [9:48:37] Do you remember the date of that particular ceremony, Mr Witness?  3 

A.     [9:48:39] No, I don't.  I couldn't tell you the date.   4 

Q.     [9:48:49] Weeks, months after your arrival at the OCRB in 2013, perhaps?  5 

A.     [9:48:54] I would say a few weeks.   6 

Q.     [9:49:02] Very well.  And who was in attendance according to the best of your 7 

knowledge?  Who attended that ceremony, if you remember?  8 

A.     [9:49:16] At the ceremony, there was -- from an official perspective at least, there 9 

was -- well, there was the incoming minister -- well, he was, of course, his inner -- his 10 

private office was there.  And the senior officials of the police force.  Because he'd asked 11 

not only the Seleka to leave the OCRB, but he'd also asked General Moussa to leave the 12 

fire brigade's HQ.  And so he had brought people from the French embassy, I believe, 13 

because he wanted to make it clear to Moussa that the fire brigade had been built by 14 

the French.  All the authorities were represented there, the police and French -- well, 15 

some elements of the French cooperation authorities.   16 

Q.     [9:50:33] My thanks, Mr Witness.  All right, then.  Can you give us some names of 17 

police representatives who were there at that ceremony?  18 

A.     [9:50:44] Well, there's -- things were all rolled into one somewhat.  How can I 19 

answer your question? *There were also Seleka elements who were there who were 20 

from the police.  If I take the example of the Deputy Director General, who was Mr 21 

Rakis. Am I going to say that he is a policeman? I don't know, because there is no 22 

official document that attests to that.   23 

But to give names, to give specific names, pretty much everybody was there.  It was a 24 

sort of big meeting.  People were summoned by the ministry.  Everybody was there.  In 25 
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fact, all the police authorities who were in their official capacity were at that meeting.   1 

Q.     [9:52:00] Thank you, Mr Witness.  And tell us, how did that ceremony go?  What 2 

were the various phases in that particular ceremony?  3 

A.     [9:52:11] Well, there was a presentation that was made by the incoming minister.  4 

There were ceremonial acts.  He immediately spoke to provide the context, to say that 5 

we're now making sure that we're getting back on to a footing of legality. *It's out of the 6 

question for our units to be... - what do you call them? - dormitories for one and other. 7 

If you're Central African, you've come to work, you're supposed to have a home. I can 8 

give the example of the OCRB: when we leave the offices, our offices become 9 

bedrooms, in fact. People sleep there, they spend the night.  So now these areas should 10 

only be devoted to professional activity.  So from now on, you need to leave the 11 

premises.  You go to these places to work, and then you go home again.  That was 12 

really it in a nutshell.   13 

Q.     [9:53:43] Thank you very much for those clarifications, Mr Witness.  So what 14 

about weapons?  Were weapons taken in or retrieved at that particular ceremony, if 15 

you remember?  16 

A.     [9:53:58] Retrieved, taken in?  From whom?   17 

Q.     [9:54:05] Well, perhaps I mean deposited.  I mean, Seleka elements, for example, 18 

did they actually hand in weapons during that ceremony?  19 

A.     [9:54:14] To the best of my knowledge, no, because they felt that what they had by 20 

way of weaponry were their own weapons that they'd bought.  And because they 21 

bought it, they considered it was their property.  22 

Q.     [9:54:35] Thank you very much.  And did you receive money following that 23 

ceremony, Mr Witness?  24 

A.     [9:54:39] No, there was no money that was given.   25 
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Q.     [9:54:50] All right, then.  Let me cite a Benjamin Mallo excerpt, *transcript T-19, 1 

page 42, lines 1 to 19: 2 

"Mr Rakis called in me, the director of the OCRB, and the Seleka elements, to hear me 3 

say this: 'We need to meet up at the director-general's office for the handing out,' and 4 

for the handing out it meant that I shouldn't be involved in what was going on.  And 5 

Director-General Rakis said, 'What have I come to get?' Colonel Said said, 'But the 6 

director stayed with us all the time, so he needs to give his share and for his elements 7 

as well.'  And that's why they talked amongst themselves.  And then the director-8 

general gave me my share which was intended for the OCRB directorate, and then I 9 

left."   10 

So, Mr Witness, if I followed things, you were part of Benjamin Mallo's elements.  So 11 

does this clarification provided by Benjamin Mallo in his evidence, does that jog your 12 

memory?  13 

A.     [9:56:30] I think it's said very clearly at no point in time, me being head of the 14 

inquiries and investigations, I wasn't named in what he said.  He was with -- what's it 15 

called?  He was with Colonel Said, so I would imagine that that money was to be 16 

handed out among his men, was to be divided up among his own men, because he had 17 

defended what he -- well, he basically supported this approach.  So to my knowledge, I 18 

received absolutely nothing.   19 

Q.     [9:57:17] All right.  So I just want to seek a clarification here.  Mallo talked about 20 

his elements and needed money for his elements, his own elements.  I just wanted to 21 

clear up any doubt.  But we have taken due note of your answer, Mr Witness.   22 

Sorry, I see that you've raised your hand, Mr Witness.  I was looking at my notes.  I'm 23 

sorry.   24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:57:40] Yes, Mr Witness, what do you want to say?   25 
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THE WITNESS:  [9:57:48](Interpretation) Yes, I think I need to provide a clarification 1 

here.  People had to go.  Now, I had got wind of problems, and they had problems of 2 

mobility, being able to actually leave the OCRB base to go to their various homes, and 3 

so they had to have some resources.  They had to have the means to do that.  It wasn't 4 

just to handout per se.  It was to be able for people to take their belongings and leave 5 

by some means of transport.   6 

MS NAOURI:  [9:58:29](Interpretation)  7 

Q.     [9:58:32] Thank you very much for that clarification, Mr Witness.  All right.  So 8 

there was a ceremony.  What did you do after that?  Did you stay at the OCRB, or did 9 

you leave?  Tell us a bit about that.   10 

A.     [9:58:48] After the ceremony, well, we stayed at the OCRB to reorganise the 11 

department.   12 

Q.     [9:59:03] All right.  So you stayed at the OCRB, if I've understood your evidence.   13 

A.     [9:59:10] Yes, I stayed at the OCRB.   14 

Q.     [9:59:15] And who at that particular time was the OCRB director?  15 

A.     [9:59:20] Which period are you talking about, counsel?   16 

Q.     [9:59:25] Just after the ceremony.   17 

A.     [9:59:34] After the ceremony, it was Commissioner Mallo who was to make some 18 

sort of provisions, and then he came back.  It was Mallo.  It was Mallo, in my view, 19 

who was director.   20 

Q.     [9:59:59] And how long did he remain director?  21 

A.     [10:00:04] Well, if memory serves, he left around May, June -- or March, May, 22 

June.  Something like that.   23 

Q.     [10:00:24] Which year, Mr Witness?  24 

A.     [10:00:25] 2013.   25 
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Q.     [10:00:39] Let me sum up, because yesterday we saw together that you joined the 1 

OCRB in July 2013.  You just told us -- I'm going to look for the reference.  You've just 2 

told us now that this ceremony took place some weeks after you arrived at the OCRB.  3 

That's to say, August 2013.  Is that correct?  The time, as I've explained it to you.   4 

A.     [10:01:15] That the ceremony took place in August; is that right?   5 

Q.     [10:01:21] Yes.   6 

A.     [10:01:25] These are details I really -- the things were happening so fast that it's 7 

possible that's the date.  July, August.   8 

Q.     [10:01:42] Fine.  So let's look at the ceremony.  You remained in the service; is that 9 

correct?   10 

A.     [10:01:54] Yes, I remained at the OCRB.  11 

Q.     [10:02:00] Fine.  And Benjamin Mallo was director at that time; correct?   12 

A.     [10:02:07] Correct.   13 

Q.     [10:02:08] Fine.  So from the moments onward that you remained at the OCRB and 14 

Mallo was the director, how long was he director for?  Some weeks?  Some months?  15 

A.     [10:02:23] After I arrived?   16 

Q.     [10:02:29] Yes, after the ceremony which we were just talking about and you 17 

remained at the OCRB.   18 

A.     [10:02:44] I can't remember the time, how long he remained after the ceremony 19 

before he left.  I have no idea anymore of the time period.  How long it lasted, I'm not -- 20 

I can't tell you anymore.  21 

Q.     [10:03:08] Fine.  No problem.  Did you follow precisely in his footsteps?  22 

A.     [10:03:17] No, madam.   23 

Q.     [10:03:23] So who became director then of the OCRB after Benjamin Mallo?  24 

A.     [10:03:42] I think there was General Mazangue who was going to resume that 25 
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function within the OCRB.  And after that, there was Mangabas, Captain Mangabas.  1 

Those are the stages.  General Mazangue who replaced Mallo, and then it's Mangabas, 2 

because the other had already retired.  And Mazangue didn't meet the requirements, 3 

the legal ones, so there was -- there were certain problems as far as that was concerned.   4 

What I do know is that after Mallo, there was a time period with Mazangue and then 5 

Mangabas who succeeded him.   6 

Q.     [10:04:40] Fine.  And as regards the date of succession, can you remember when 7 

you took over for Mangabas?  8 

A.     [10:04:58] I think it was in July 2014.  In fact, the problem that I have is that the 9 

administration wasn't really working as a proper administration.  So as far as we were 10 

concerned, it did appear in the official journal.  And for the actual departments, it was a 11 

succession that took place but -- so it's difficult for us to say who was doing what in 12 

which timeframe and who was doing what.   13 

Q.     [10:05:44] Thank you, Mr Witness.  I'm now going to show you a document.   14 

MS NAOURI:  [10:05:51](Interpretation) It's tab 7 on our list of materials, CAR-OTP-15 

2004-0439.   16 

Q.     [10:06:09] So we're first going to go to page 0450 to see the title of the decree.  So if 17 

you look at the right hand, the column, a bit at the bottom, you can see there's a decree, 18 

Decree No. 14.226 of 8 July 2014 *relating to the nomination or the confirmation within 19 

the framework of the police for the senior posts of the director-general of the Central 20 

African police.  So that's the decree I'm now referring to.   21 

MS NAOURI:  [10:06:56](Interpretation) Let's move on to page 0454.  Thank you.   22 

Q.     [10:07:15] In the left column, indent 4, there we can see the OCRB services 23 

director, Mr Sophil, Jean Claude, police commissioner.  Does this jog your memory as 24 

regards the dates when you assumed function as director of the OCRB?  25 
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A.     [10:07:43] Yes, madam.   1 

Q.     [10:08:04] Thank you.   2 

MS NAOURI:  [10:08:05](Interpretation) I'd like to go to the next page, 0455.  Thank 3 

you.   4 

Q.     [10:08:16] At the right at the bottom of the page, you can see that the minister of 5 

public security and immigration -- sorry, I apologise, Colonel Denis Wangao-Kizimale; 6 

and the prime minister, the head of the transitional government André Nzapayeke; and 7 

the head of the transitional government Catherine Samba-Panza.  Is that correct, Mr 8 

Witness?  Is that the moment when those individuals were in the government, is that 9 

the time when you became the director of the OCRB?  10 

A.     [10:09:08] Yes, madam.  11 

Q.     [10:09:09] Thank you.  Now, very briefly, I'd like to go back to some elements as 12 

regards the operation of the OCRB during the transition which followed on 13 

immediately after the Djotodia government.  So firstly, yesterday, we spoke about, T37, 14 

page 44, line 20, where you explained to us a bit about the architecture of the rapid 15 

response service in 2008.  And you said the head of the rapid response -- the service of 16 

the rapid response, the intervention service, there was the head of the rapid response 17 

*who was called CU, unit commander, and also he had a deputy, and all the other men 18 

of the ranks were part of the rapid response team including those of the rank.  Was it 19 

the similar architecture in 2014 for the intervention services?  20 

A.     [10:10:25] Yes, it's still the same set up, the same architecture.  21 

Q.     [10:10:28] Can you tell us the hours of work during that time.   22 

A.     [10:10:31] They worked 24 hours out of every 24.   23 

Q.     [10:10:59] Fine.  And how many brigades were there in 2014?  24 

A.     [10:11:01] Two brigades.   25 
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Q.     [10:11:04] Thank you.  Can you give us the staff number of each of these brigades, 1 

please?  2 

A.     [10:11:11] In 2014; is that correct?   3 

Q.     [10:11:17] Yes, absolutely.  2014.   4 

A.     [10:11:27] As I just said, the Central African police had a shortage of staff, 5 

generally speaking.  There were a thousand-something police for the Central African 6 

Republic, so the staff numbers weren't high.  These brigades had about 15 to 20 7 

individuals in them.   8 

Q.     [10:12:02] Thank you.  As regards the police position for the urban police force, 9 

you *said on T-37, page 45, from line 21: 10 

"The running of the urban police force is as follows:  With the staff members of the 11 

urban force, the head who preceded -- and it's mentioned in the daily report, the 12 

position of the police was X who was the chief of the shift," et cetera, et cetera.  This is 13 

how urban police operated.   14 

And you continued, you said: 15 

"There is a deputy.  There is some desk police officer.  And there is also a shift 16 

responsible -- there's somebody who's responsible for that particular day.  And there's 17 

somebody who looks after the court, the courtyard, who is coming at the entrance."   18 

So these are the different positions which were filled every *48 hours when there was a 19 

rotation.  Was it the same organisation in 2014, Mr Witness?  20 

A.     [10:13:21] Yes, it was the same organisation in 2014.   21 

Q.     [10:13:30] Thank you.  How many people were there in total in addition to the 22 

ones we've just mentioned?  Were there other individuals who were part of this urban 23 

force, or is it just those which we've just enumerated now?   24 

A.     [10:13:46] There were some who held responsible positions, and the others who I 25 
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would regard as the rank and file.  But nevertheless, they are recorded.  There is a list 1 

so that we knew who was working, who was doing what, et cetera.   2 

Q.     [10:14:15] And roughly how many were there?  3 

A.     [10:14:22] I was talking about about 15 to 20 individuals per brigade.   4 

Q.     [10:14:35] Fine.  Could you tell us who headed this position in 2014 during the 5 

transitional government?   6 

A.     [10:15:09] Was it perhaps Captain Patchanga?  Perhaps I'm mistaken, but it might 7 

have been him.  Maybe Patchanga.  I'm trying to think about it.  I think it might have 8 

been Captain Patchanga -- or I think it was he who was -- it was between Patchanga or 9 

Koutilinga.  Between those --  between those two men, Koutilinga or Patchanga.  10 

Q.     [10:16:05] Fine.  I forgot to ask you the question, for the rapid response service in 11 

2014, who headed that service, the intervention service?   12 

A.     [10:16:27] I'm trying to think.  The first question was in 2013, before?   13 

Q.     [10:16:33] No, no, no, we're still in 2014.  But these are two different services.  Just 14 

everything to be clear.  Now we talk about the urban force, and you said Koutilinga or 15 

Patchanga.  And now in addition to that, do you know who headed the rapid response, 16 

the intervention service?  17 

A.     [10:16:54] Yes, but the commander was responsible for the -- Koutilinga was also 18 

responsible for the interventions, for the rapid response.  So he at the time was 19 

responsible.  It wasn't two different things.   20 

Q.     [10:17:17] Thank you for this.  So I'm going to ask you another question.  Who was 21 

in charge for dealing with complaints that came into the OCRB?   22 

A.     [10:17:37] Complaints, when they arrived, somebody who just arrived went to the 23 

police person and he explained what the problem was.  And if there was a complaint, 24 

the police person would direct him towards the secretariat of the director.  The 25 
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complaint was lodged, was recorded, and the reference was given to the person 1 

concerned.  The complaint then went to the office of the director who, after having re-2 

reading -- after having noted the problem, then handed it on, depending on what -- 3 

what was contained in the note.   4 

This work -- this is maybe a small detail.  The complaints went from the director to the 5 

head of the service of inquiries with the authorisation of the director and the sub-chief 6 

would dispatch it.  And then there would be a follow-up of each file, and there was a 7 

report back to the director on that particular complaint.   8 

Q.     [10:18:58] Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness.  So just to react to what 9 

you said.  So at this police post, which is the first point, how many people were 10 

working there and how did they organise themselves?  11 

A.     [10:19:09] So this police post, there was the head of the post who had been 12 

appointed or nominated.  There was a deputy.  There was somebody who wrote 13 

everything down, and this was done by the reception or the person who wrote 14 

everything down.   15 

Q.     [10:19:40] So the final service, the investigation department.  How many people 16 

were in the service, and how were they organised in 2014?  17 

A.     [10:19:45] In 2014, the inquiries, there was the head, the chief of the investigation 18 

department.  In addition to that, well, all the investigators who were judicial police, all 19 

those who were judicial police were part of that team.  And when the complaints or the 20 

denunciations arrived, after the opinion of the director and the head of the service, 21 

appointed a particular investigator to look into it for each file, for each case.   22 

Q.     [10:20:34] Fine.  And who was the head of the investigation department when you 23 

were director of the OCRB, Mr Witness?  24 

A.     [10:20:43] I think it was Yaguina Gilbert.  25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [10:20:56] Fulbert, correction by the interpreter.  1 

MS NAOURI:  [10:21:04](Interpretation)  2 

Q.     [10:21:04] Yaguina.  Yaguina, is that what you said?  3 

A.     [10:21:10] Yes, Yaguina.   4 

Q.     [10:21:21] We want to make sure that the transcript has it right.  Could you tell us 5 

how many investigators were there in 2014?  How many investigators were part of the 6 

service?  7 

A.     [10:21:29] I haven't a real idea, but I would say maybe 10 or 12, something like 8 

that.  Maybe 10, 11 were part of the service.   9 

Q.     [10:21:54] Very well, Mr Witness.  You told us yesterday, T37 -- I'm looking for the 10 

page.  One moment, please.  Page 49, line 22 onwards, where you're talking about 11 

provisions -- no, sorry, I made a mistake in the code.  I'm going to correct that.  It's page 12 

56 where you talk about provisions, and you say: 13 

"They have a bonus for provisions which is given to them for those two days.  As the 14 

name suggests, this is for food, and this is how they got their food."   15 

And to the question: 16 

"Thank you.  Do you remember how many did have this allocation?"   17 

You answered with the amount.   18 

Was it the same position in 2014?   19 

A.     [10:23:00] Yes, this amount was kept until -- also including 2014. 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:23:09] The amount was 2.000.   21 

MS NAOURI:  [10:23:12](Interpretation) 22 

Q.     [10:23:12] Another question as regards the team of the OCRB during the 23 

transitional government period in 2014.  What sort of material equipment was there?  24 

A.     [10:23:36] Is this a question?   25 
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Q.     [10:23:38] Yes, could you tell us what sort of material, what equipment, what gear 1 

did they have when they worked in the OCRB?  2 

A.     [10:23:46] What am I to understand with "equipment"?   3 

Q.     [10:23:56] Weapons.  And also we'll talk about the vehicles, for example.   4 

A.     [10:24:08] Indeed, the OCRB had weapons from the state.  These were all 5 

registered, they were marked.  And as regards the size of the unit, there was a strong 6 

room where the weapons were kept.   7 

As regards the outfits, it was each year the state provided twice the outfits for the 8 

forces of the interior.  And in addition to that, the individuals -- since we had in Bangui 9 

the military outfits, an individual could procure one, could buy one.  They were made 10 

and so you could get -- you could buy your own.   11 

Q.     [10:25:26] Thank you for that clarification.  In 2014, when you were head of the 12 

OCRB, your elements, how did they get these uniforms?  Did they have them already 13 

or were they provided to them?  And, secondly, for example, could you give us a rough 14 

idea of the number of weapons in the OCRB and how these weapons were distributed 15 

amongst your elements?   16 

So on the one hand you have the outfits; on the other hand, you have the weapons.   17 

A.     [10:26:11] As I just said as regards the attire, it was the state who provided them 18 

twice in the year.  They gave the attire or the outfits twice a year to them.  As a director, 19 

when I'm talking about this, it included me as director.  When you arrived as a director, 20 

for example, this distribution was done according to the number of elements, according 21 

who was on the list.   22 

As regards the weapons, in 2000 and -- well, it depends on the number of staff.  At the 23 

entrance of the -- when the Seleka arrived, everything was vandalised.  Even the strong 24 

rooms were vandalised.  All weapons were taken.  Also because they occupied the 25 
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places from the end of 2012, 2013, when they came to the power, until we resumed 1 

work.  So we had to start from scratch again.   2 

And it's the transitional government, with the support of various partners, wanted to 3 

give us some weapons.  They wanted the OCRB to have some weapons.  We had a first 4 

amount of 15 weapons.  I think they were assault weapons.  And then gradually over 5 

time, the partners provided us with other material so that we could operate properly.   6 

Q.     [10:28:29] Fine.  And where were these weapons stored in 2014 in the OCRB?  7 

A.     [10:28:35] I'm talking about the strong room, because it was completely looted.  It 8 

was an iron gate.  And then this was pointed out.  And there was a new iron door for 9 

the strong room and the weapons were stored in that space.   10 

Q.     [10:29:06] Fine.  Were the weapons registered according to who was doing what at 11 

that time, who was working?  12 

A.     [10:29:14] Yes.  Each weapon had a serial number, a reference number.  So when 13 

the men were working, they were given a particular weapon and also ammunition.   14 

Q.     [10:29:38] Fine.  And how many vehicles did the OCRB have in 2014?  15 

A.     [10:29:43] After I assumed this function in 2014, we had no vehicles.  There were 16 

some vehicles before, but there were none at that time.   17 

Q.     [10:30:07] And during your time as director, did you get any vehicles?  18 

A.     [10:30:10] Yes, there was a pickup -- no, it was two vehicles in actual fact.  One 19 

which was a Toyota Land Cruiser type, *another one which was a Toyota Hilux.  Those 20 

were the vehicles that were given to us.  21 

Q.     [10:30:41] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  And you yourself, did you have a 22 

vehicle allocated to you?  23 

A.     [10:30:52] *Perhaps yes and no.  Allocated to me as a director, no, because of the 24 

needs of the service... and because these were vehicles with "police" stamped on them. 25 
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Frankly, I would say that this vehicle would take me home and to work. But the rest of 1 

the day it was used by the service.  I had no specific vehicle per se allocated to me in 2 

my capacity as director.   3 

Q.     [10:31:26] So I follow what you say.  You're saying that "this vehicle took me back 4 

home and then took me to work."  Which vehicle are you referring to there, Mr 5 

Witness?  6 

A.     [10:31:36] I'm referring to the Hilux, the Toyota.  The little vehicle.   7 

Q.     [10:31:46] Thank you very much.  So when did you stop being OCRB director, Mr 8 

Witness?   9 

A.     [10:32:00] I can't retrieve the exact date, but it must have been, I think, in 2015.  But 10 

the circumstances were really very much topsy-turvy, and I really can't remember the 11 

exact date at which I left.   12 

Q.     [10:32:39] All right, Mr Witness.  You tell us that the circumstances were, as you 13 

put it, rather topsy-turvy.  Could you perhaps give us some details about what you 14 

mean by that?  15 

A.     [10:32:55] Yes, I can give you details.  I think yesterday we talked about the * 16 

GABAC -- forgive me.  Perhaps I can use this opportunity, because the name of the 17 

magistrate that we went to N'Djamena came to me last night.  It was Modeste Bria.  He 18 

was subsequently murdered shortly after our return.  That was the parenthesis just to 19 

refer back to yesterday.   20 

Q.     [10:33:26] That's fine.  You do well to do so.  We take good note.  Perhaps you can 21 

continue.  You were talking about the * GABAC.   22 

A.     [10:33:33] Yes, so the police directorate seconded me to the CEMAC to receive 23 

*training on this financial crime, the * GABAC.  So following that training course, I was, 24 

on theory, to be seconded to the Ministry of Finance.  And so we were waiting for the 25 
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memorandum from the minister to put me at the behest of the Ministry of Finance, and 1 

it dragged its feet a bit, this process.  And all the other ministerial entities had done the 2 

appointments, but to our side, things really went very slowly.  So I went up to the 3 

minister to -- to talk to him about the fact that things were moving very slowly.   4 

And he had his own particular plan.  I don't know whether he took my approach 5 

badly, but he appointed somebody else who hadn't followed the training course.  I 6 

went back to speak to him, and he took that very badly.  And, basically, he decided to 7 

send me home.  And that's -- those are the circumstances of my departure from the 8 

OCRB.  9 

Q.     [10:35:10] Thank you very much for that clarification, Mr Witness.  I'd just like to 10 

clarify the date at which you left the OCRB, because you said in your preparation log -- 11 

and we've already made reference to this, Mr Witness.  This is tab 34, CAR-OTP-12 

00000594, page 77777 and 88888.  You said:   13 

"At this point, I was appointed head of investigations and inquiries, and I spent a year 14 

between July 2013 to July 2014 in that capacity."   15 

And just a moment ago, you made mention of 2015.  So let me just read out an excerpt 16 

of an investigator's note from the OTP.   17 

MS NAOURI:  [10:36:04](Interpretation) This is tab 33 in our list of materials.  This is 18 

CAR-OTP-2130-4041, page 4041 in actual fact.   19 

Q.     [10:36:29] And this investigator's report -- so this particular report, we read here 20 

the investigators spoke for the first time to the witness on 12 February 2015.  The head 21 

of the OCRB was identified as a useful contact in the first mission of Bangui in the 22 

initial November 2014 investigator mission.  The OCRB had been identified as a police 23 

office that could be of assistance to the prosecutor --  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:36:59] Ms Naouri, I see the witness has his hand up.  25 
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Can I listen to him.   1 

Yes, Mr Witness.   2 

THE WITNESS:  [10:37:13](Interpretation) I'm grateful, your Honour.  The version I 3 

have on the screen is in English.   4 

MS NAOURI:  [10:37:18](Interpretation)  5 

Q.     [10:37:18] Yes, you're absolutely right, Mr Witness.  This is because the report 6 

exists in English, but there is no French version, because the investigators drafted this 7 

document.  So I'm giving you an unofficial translation.  But, of course, the Chamber can 8 

put me right in terms of my translation based on what we have here in English.   9 

So what I've laid before you is something that you can listen to attentively, because as I 10 

understand it, you don't read English; is that right?   11 

A.     [10:37:45] Whether I read English?  I can read it.   12 

Q.     [10:37:50] Do you want to read it?  13 

A.     [10:37:52] No, it's okay.   14 

Q.     [10:37:53] Well, it's up to you.  So I'll read it out and then it will be actually entered 15 

into the record.  So let me resume --  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:38:02] Yes, if you can read it slowly, maybe that 17 

should help.  Thank you.   18 

Mr Witness, please listen to counsel's unofficial translation of the document you have 19 

before you.  You can read it in line with what you hear her say.  Thank you.   20 

Read what you have before you in English, if you can, in line with what Ms Naouri will 21 

say slowly in French, please.  Thank you.   22 

Carry on.   23 

MS NAOURI:  [10:38:32](Interpretation) I'm grateful, your Honour.   24 

Q.     [10:38:37] All right, then.  So:   25 
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"The investigators spoke to the witness for the first time on 12 February 2015.  The chief 1 

of the OCRB was identified as a useful contact during the first mission to Bangui 2 

conducted by the investigators in November 2014.  The OCRB was identified as a 3 

police unit that could assist the OTP in its investigation.   4 

"On 12 February 2015, investigator," I'm not going to mention his name, because we're 5 

in open session.  Anyway, "The senior investigator," Mr X, "and Investigator" Mr Y 6 

"met with P-0787 in Bangui, who was the director of the OCRB at the time."  7 

So I'll stop at that juncture because what's of interest to me here is the date.  So what 8 

the investigators say here, is it accurate, and were you in February 2015 still OCRB 9 

director, Mr Witness?  10 

A.     [10:39:57] Yes.  Yes, I was still OCRB director.   11 

Q.     [10:40:27] Thank you very much for that clarification.  Now that we've located in 12 

time that meeting with the investigators, can you remember how long after that 13 

meeting you remained director?  Was it a matter of weeks or months?  14 

A.     [10:40:37] I put it at a few months.  15 

Q.     [10:40:50] Very well.  Thank you.  All right, then.  So I followed your evidence, 16 

when you left your position in these topsy-turvy circumstances when you left the 17 

OCRB, did you immediately join the special investigations *unit in the public 18 

prosecutor's office?  19 

A.     [10:41:14] *Not immediately, no.  That particular structure had to be set up first. 20 

And in the meantime, I'd been summoned by the public prosecutor who had told me 21 

that that particular structure was going to be set up.  And once it was, he called me in 22 

to take up my duties.   23 

Q.     [10:41:51] And who was the public prosecutor, the prosecutor of the republic that 24 

you're referring to, Witness?  25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red-ENG CT WT 15-11-2022 24/90 TICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red2-ENG CT RCL WT 15-11-2022 24/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Conduct of proceedings, ICC-01/14-01/21-251, dated 9 March 2022, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0787 

15.11.2022  Page 25 

A.     [10:42:01] It was Ghislain Gresenguet, magistrate.   1 

Q.     [10:42:09] My thanks.  And so who was the minister at the time when you joined 2 

that special unit?  3 

A.     [10:42:16] Mr Karnou.  Mr Karnou.   4 

Q.     [10:42:27] Thank you.  Now, you told us that it took a while before you joined 5 

these new duties.  How much time?  6 

A.     [10:42:42] I have no idea of how much time went by.   7 

Q.     [10:42:54] All right, then.  In that new capacity, did you have a professional card, 8 

professional papers?  9 

A.     [10:43:00] No, I had my professional police card.  10 

Q.     [10:43:15] All right.  Did you also have that card, that police professional card, as it 11 

were, when you were director of the OCRB?  12 

A.     [10:43:29] Yes, I did.  It was mandatory because there were staff checks within the 13 

police.  So all those who were checked had to hold a card.  And so I had my police 14 

officer card.  15 

Q.     [10:43:50] And in 2013, Mr Witness, did you also have a police officer card?  16 

A.     [10:44:01] Yes, I did.  I had a police officer card in 2013.   17 

Q.     [10:44:07] All right, then.  Could you make that card available to the Court, the 18 

card or these cards?  Obviously, it would depend on when each one expired.  Would 19 

you make them available to the Court so that we can look at them and make a copy?   20 

MS MAKWAIA:  [10:44:22] Madam President, just the relevance to this.  Are they 21 

disputing that he was not a police officer?   22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:44:36] Ms Naouri, please, what's the relevance of the 23 

request for the witness's police officer cards for 2013 and 2014 and 2015?   24 

MS NAOURI:  [10:44:57](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.  It's quite 25 
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obvious.  It goes to the matter of credibility.  This is part of our job to request any 1 

material that could support or not the evidence provided by the witness, particularly in 2 

2013.  That would be quite obvious.  We've got other witnesses that have spoken of 3 

professional cards, particularly in 2013, and there's been no objection for receiving 4 

copies from these individuals.   5 

So it's very important in terms of identifying the witness and also going to the matter of 6 

credibility.  It's our right and duty to run said investigations, as we've done thus far, for 7 

that matter.  And I think it would be quite right and proper, even if the Prosecution 8 

asked questions going to the matter of credibility.  It's important for us to make this 9 

request.  And, of course, the witness is free to answer whether he can make that 10 

document available to the Court or not.   11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:46:00] Of course the witness can answer, but do you 12 

have any doubts in his being a police officer?  What really -- really, why do you need 13 

his card?  Why?  It doesn't mean that if other police officers have, you know, handed in 14 

their cards or promised to hand in their cards so -- an objection could not be taken in 15 

respect of this particular one.  Or any other officer, in fact.  Or any other person.  Are 16 

you in any doubt that he's a police officer or he was a police officer at the period 17 

concerned?   18 

MS NAOURI:  [10:46:36](Interpretation) Your Honour, I cannot answer that question.  19 

*It’s entirely impossible to answer that question. I would be exposing my professional 20 

responsibility.  I cannot answer this question.  My analysis of his credibility or how I 21 

think his evidence should be construed, this will obviously be laid out in our *final 22 

brief.  It will be based on evidence provided by other witnesses and based on the fruits 23 

of our investigation.   24 

But to say whether I have any doubts about his status as a commissioner or as a police 25 
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officer, I haven't even finished my investigations.  And I cannot offer an answer now.  1 

It is dynamic.  We can only speak to the credibility of this witness at the closure of this 2 

judicial process, when the Prosecution rests its case, and if there's ever a presentation of 3 

a Defence case.   4 

And what we place before you, you, the Judges, will be featured in our *final brief 5 

going to the credibility of each of the witnesses that have come to the bar to speak 6 

before your Honours' bench.   7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:47:54] I appreciate all of that, Ms Naouri, but, you 8 

know, really, for reasons like I stated yesterday, as to the amount of information that 9 

we're getting.  You know, if questions are put which, you know, may not be necessary 10 

at any particular point, except if you really have any other reason, then I don't see why 11 

this particular witness or why a witness should bring his identity document in respect 12 

of his police card for that matter, you know, for the Court.  If you have any doubts in 13 

respect of questions that you may have put to him that may be reflected in his card 14 

now asked to be tendered to the Court, then I could understand.   15 

But I don't really, really see the relevance.  I note -- I mean, the witness will tell you that 16 

he has got his card, as he has said.  But this kind of questioning -- we'll allow him, if 17 

that's what you want, to bring his police card for this time around.  But please think, 18 

like I said yesterday, on moderating these kind of questions.   19 

Mr *Witness, can you produce to the Court -- I'm not saying you have it here.  If even 20 

you have it in Bangui, in line with -- if you liaise with the Office of the Prosecutor or the 21 

investigator or the VWU, whoever the contact person is or office is, can you provide 22 

those documents that are now sought by the Defence counsel?  Just so that we don't 23 

delay this process.   24 

THE WITNESS:  [10:49:55](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  I think at this 25 
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point in time, I actually don't have the card on me, because I didn't see that I would 1 

need to take it all the way to The Hague.  It's a professional card.  It's used for the 2 

purposes of my job.  It's used where I conduct my professional duties.  So I didn't bring 3 

it with me with my passport.  I don't have it with me, but I can provide it.  If the 4 

Defence makes a point of this, I can provide this card to the Defence.   5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:50:40] And appreciating that maybe the current card, 6 

if at all there is a current one, would be the one that is being used by the witness in its 7 

original form.  But I would invite counsel, both parties to please liaise in respect of, as I 8 

said earlier, whichever document that you require of the witness which may be 9 

relevant for our case.  10 

Ms Naouri, please continue.  The witness says he can provide it so -- yes, Ms Makwaia.   11 

MS MAKWAIA:  [10:51:08] Thank you, Madam President.  If I may just add, the 12 

difficulty I have with this approach that has been taken with numerous witnesses is we 13 

currently have the witness here before you.  And in the event the cards or whatever 14 

cards are then provided and the witness has left, whatever submissions counsel may 15 

then make, the witness will no longer be available to the Court to give explanations or 16 

provide their version of whatever it is counsel might wish to submit to.   17 

Hence, if they are disputing, for example, this witness, that he was a policeman at 18 

whatever period, then they should put it to him and put it to him what it is they are 19 

actually disputing.  Therefore, he can then testify and explain himself to the Chamber.  20 

That's my submission.  Thank you.   21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:52:01] I appreciate your submission.  I'm hopeful that 22 

what I have said would be appreciated by counsel.  23 

For this particular purpose so that we go on with this particular witness, I'm going to 24 

ask -- my only concern, actually, is that if at all he's still a police officer and he's got his 25 
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card, which should be valid for a couple number of years or maybe a couple of months, 1 

taking the card now from him would leave him without his official document.   2 

So but for the purposes of this particular trial today so that we move on, I'm going to 3 

ask of this witness to please liaise with the -- they'll contact you.  If the Defence really 4 

wants it, they will liaise with their colleagues, and kindly do what you can to provide it 5 

for the Court.   6 

I appreciate your contribution or your submission, Ms Makwaia.   7 

Ms Naouri, please continue with your questioning, please.   8 

MS NAOURI:  [10:53:07](Interpretation) Your Honour, I will pursue, but I would like to 9 

be able to respond to the additional submission provided by the Prosecution.  We're 10 

entitled to answer as Defence.   11 

And I would like to clarify, first, that the Prosecution had every opportunity to ask said 12 

documents from the witness.  That's his job.   13 

Second, corroboration.  The witness is here to tell us things and we need to corroborate 14 

what he offers as evidence.  This is our job.  We run investigations.  The witness is here 15 

on the stand today, so I want to have corroborative evidence of what he's saying 16 

basically to explore the matter of his credibility, and that's absolutely crucial.  And if 17 

material needs to be requested of the witness, well, we need to do that in a cross-18 

examination in the courtroom.  We ask him questions about his professional conduct 19 

and then we analyse it.   20 

When we discover something in an investigating process, we don't necessarily question 21 

the individual in the courtroom.  But this individual is here with us.  We're always fair 22 

to the witness, and we're giving him an opportunity to make submissions on his 23 

professional card.  We're interested in the material time, 2013.  The witness said that he 24 

was in his duties at that particular point.   25 
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It is important to us to elicit corroborative material that hasn't been provided thus far 1 

by the Prosecution.  So that in respect of what the Prosecution said by way of 2 

additional submissions is very important for us to provide an answer to what is made 3 

by way of submission, in terms of what the Defence has already submitted.  4 

Q.     [10:54:54] So, Mr Witness, we've finished, I think, for the time being on that matter 5 

of your professional card.   6 

Now, I'd like to return to the position you held after the special investigation unit and 7 

the public prosecutor.  So after that particular position at that special investigation unit, 8 

what position did you hold then?  9 

A.     [10:55:23] So after that job, I was appointed to deputy director-general of the 10 

Central African police force.   11 

Q.     [10:55:43] Do you remember when you started in that new position, Mr Witness?  12 

A.     [10:55:49] I believe it was in 2017, between 2017 and 2019.   13 

Q.     [10:56:20] And who was the minister at that particular time, Mr Witness?  14 

A.     [10:56:23] Jean Serge Bokassa.  It was that gentleman.  15 

Q.     [10:56:40] And what was your rank at that particular time, Mr Witness?  16 

A.     [10:56:42] I was still police commissioner.  And in the meantime, I became chief 17 

police commissioner.   18 

Q.     [10:57:00] Do you have any documents to attest to that new job, Mr Witness, the 19 

fact that you held it?   20 

A.     [10:57:13] Well, it's done by decree as always.  It was by decree that I was 21 

appointed to that position.   22 

Q.     [10:57:18] And how did you remain -- how long did you remain deputy chief of 23 

the national police force in the Central African Republic?  24 

A.     [10:57:26] Little more than three years, two, three years, three and a half years.   25 
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Q.     [10:57:34] And who was the chief of police, who was your direct report in -- at that 1 

particular time, Mr Witness?  2 

A.     [10:57:49] It was Commissioner Gosta-Boudjbe.  3 

Q.     [10:58:01] I heard Gosta but I didn't understand the second name.  Would you 4 

mind repeating?  5 

A.     [10:58:07] Boudjbe.  Boudjbe.  6 

Q.     [10:58:11] Thank you, Mr Witness.  And then what did you do after that?  Once 7 

you left the position of deputy chief of the CAR police force, what job did you move on 8 

to then?  9 

A.     [10:58:24] I was appointed as a project -- a mission manager at the Ministry of 10 

Interior.   11 

Q.     [10:58:40] And who was the minister of interior at that particular time in your 12 

direct report?  13 

A.     [10:58:48] Mr Henri Linguissara.  14 

Q.     [10:58:59] And are there any documents that would prove that you took up that 15 

particular position?  16 

A.     [10:59:07] Yes, these appointments are made by presidential decree.  So you can 17 

find this in the Official Gazette going to that particular period in time.  But personally, 18 

there must be a copy of that decree.  19 

Q.     [10:59:34] So you say that you've got a copy personally of that decree?  Is that 20 

what you're saying?  21 

A.     [10:59:39] Yes, for managing our careers we take a copy and we put that in our 22 

individual file, have a copy of the decree.   23 

Q.     [10:59:49] Thanks very much, Mr Witness.  All right then.  So is that the position 24 

that you still hold, Mr Witness?  25 
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A.     [10:59:54] Of chargé de mission, mission leader?   1 

Q.     [11:00:06] Yes.   2 

A.     [11:00:07] Unfortunately, no.  3 

Q.     [11:00:12] Since when are you no longer mission leader?  4 

A.     [11:00:18] Just before I left Bangui to come here to The Hague.   5 

Q.     [11:00:23] And can you tell us why you no longer occupy that particular position, 6 

Mr Witness?  7 

A.     [11:00:31] Well, it's a mission.  It came to the end, and so I moved on to another 8 

one.   9 

Q.     [11:00:43] And do you know what mission you're going to be joining?  10 

A.     [11:00:47] No, I don't know.   11 

Q.     [11:00:50] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   12 

MS NAOURI:  [11:00:52](Interpretation) So I can see the time.  I think this is a suitable 13 

time to have the break, your Honour.   14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:00:56] Certainly.   15 

Mr Witness, we're going to get a short break and come back after 30 minutes, and we'll 16 

continue with your cross-examination, please.   17 

I'll rise the Court and ask that we come back at about 11.30.  Thank you.   18 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:01:15] All rise.   19 

(Recess taken at 11.01 a.m.) 20 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.30 a.m.)  21 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:01] All rise.  Please be seated.   22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:31:26] Good morning again.   23 

Mr Witness, we are going to continue with your cross-examination by counsel for the 24 

Defence, Ms Naouri.   25 
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Ms Naouri, please.   1 

MS NAOURI:  [11:31:41](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   2 

Q.     [11:31:43] Good day again, Mr Witness.   3 

A.     [11:31:53] Good day again, counsel.   4 

Q.     [11:31:55] Just to finish with your presence in the OCRB, I want to read out 5 

something that Benjamin Mallo said.  And when I'm talking about your presence in the 6 

OCRB, I am talking about 2013 so that we're clear about this.  I am going to read out of 7 

the transcript 19, page 5, lines 11 to 15.  The question is as follows: 8 

"Thank you, Mr Witness, for this example.  I want to rapidly talk about Sophil who we 9 

talked about yesterday who was managing the judicial services.  Now, did he continue 10 

to work at the OCRB in 2013?"   11 

MS NAOURI:  [11:32:52](Interpretation) I'm a little worried.  I don't see it in the 12 

transcript, so I hope it's going according to plan.  Oh, I see there's a technical problem 13 

in the French version.  I thought that was happening.   14 

I'm going to read the extract to see if it works.  Oh, perfect, it's working well.  So I'll 15 

read the extract so it is in the transcript.  So it's T19, page 5, lines 11 to 15.   16 

Q.     [11:33:19] The question is as follows: 17 

"I just want to go back to this that we spoke about yesterday when -- who was heading 18 

the judicial police service of the OCRB.  The question was did he continue to work in 19 

the OCRB during 2013?"   20 

The answer: 21 

"After the arrival of the Seleka, Sophil didn't return to the OCRB."   22 

In the same transcript a little later on, the following was said, T19, page 19, lines 12 to 23 

22: 24 

"When I went back to the OCRB, when the Seleka were based there, I said that the 25 
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individuals who I regularly worked with were the people who I mentioned, were 1 

Colonel Beltoungou, he was my assistant; Koutilinga; and Sophil was not there with 2 

me when I was with Said at the OCRB.  Sophil was with me before the arrival of the 3 

Seleka.  It's when the Seleka left the OCRB that the prime minister officially came to us 4 

to say that the Seleka had left and that the administration of the OCRB must resume 5 

their normal work, and then Sophil came back."   6 

That is what Benjamin Mallo says.   7 

And another person who worked at the OCRB told us to the question, and this is 8 

transcript 33, page 86, line 18, and 87, line 7, when asked about this: 9 

"Madam Witness, when Sophil was at the OCRB, was it under the Seleka or was it 10 

not?"   11 

And the answer was: 12 

"It was after the departure of the Seleka."   13 

So my question to you, Mr Witness, do you have any comments on those two witnesses 14 

who have said that?  15 

A.     [11:35:27] If I wasn't at the OCRB, where was I?   16 

Q.     [11:35:50] I don't know, Mr Witness.   17 

A.     [11:35:58] You should have asked them that question.  Where was I, if I wasn't 18 

there?   19 

Q.     [11:36:07] So before answering the question, you saw Benjamin Mallo two times 20 

and two different people were put this question who said that you were not at the 21 

OCRB when the Seleka were present.  I don't know if you have a comment on this.  22 

That's fine.  And if you don't, I perfectly understand.  But I just wanted to put to you 23 

the testimony of Benjamin Mallo.   24 

A.     [11:36:35] As I said yesterday, Mallo was before.  He was before the arrival of the 25 
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Seleka in 2012.  At the arrival of the Seleka -- at the arrival of the Seleka.  And I arrived 1 

-- I arrived, as the decree states, in 2013, July 2013.  That's when I arrived.  The Seleka 2 

were there.  This is a presidential decree outlining my position.  I worked.  I was there.  3 

I was there -- I don't know.  Perhaps they weren't aware where I was.   4 

Q.     [11:37:28] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Can you confirm that Benjamin Mallo was 5 

your superior and then was the director of the OCRB when you were there?  6 

A.     [11:37:38] Yes, indeed.  When I arrived, he was the director and he was 7 

responsible for the investigation, because he knew what was going on in the 8 

investigation department.   9 

Q.     [11:37:57] To be specific, you were in the service of the investigations before the 10 

Seleka.  Just to be clear, this is the explanation of Mr Mallo which I just read out.   11 

A.     [11:38:19] The Seleka entered -- well, they started in 2012, and they entered Bangui 12 

in 2013.  2013.  In 2013, I, in the meantime, was part of the judicial police and I came to 13 

the OCRB, the investigation department.  I don't know how to put it.   14 

Q.     [11:38:50] Thank you, Mr Witness.  So I'm going to talk about a different topic 15 

now.  When you gave your written statement --  16 

MS NAOURI:  [11:38:59](Interpretation) It is tab 2 in the French version, tab 1 in the 17 

English version, CAR-OTP-2130-0893, page 0886, paragraph 14.   18 

Q.     [11:39:15] You state: 19 

"At the beginning of 2013, the Seleka advanced until Sibut where they had intended to 20 

stop.  But finally, ultimately, they arrived up to Damara where they stopped 21 

advancing.  According to the Libreville agreement, they stipulated that Damara was a 22 

red line which the Seleka should not cross."  23 

I want to go back to the points that are discussed here.  Firstly, the Libreville 24 

agreement.  You spoke about the content of the Libreville agreement.  Is it correct that 25 
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the minister Tiangaye signed the Libreville agreement as the representative of the 1 

democratic opposition?  2 

A.     [11:40:12] Could you repeat the question, please?   3 

Q.     [11:40:20] Of course.  Is it correct that Tiangaye signed the Libreville agreement as 4 

representative of the democratic opposition?  5 

A.     [11:40:31] Yes, he signed this agreement as representative of the opposition.  He 6 

was already minister.  He was already minister.  Yes, as representative of the 7 

democratic opposition.  Yes.   8 

Q.     [11:40:58] Thank you.  And it's Abdoulaye Hissene who represented the non-9 

combatant military wing?  10 

A.     [11:41:10] Yes, that's correct.   11 

Q.     [11:41:17] And the coalition, the so-called Seleka coalition was also a signatory of 12 

the Libreville agreement; not so?  13 

A.     [11:41:28] The Seleka were also a part of the signatories of this agreement.   14 

Q.     [11:41:38] Do you recall who represented the Seleka during the Libreville 15 

agreement when they were signed?   16 

A.     [11:41:46] No, madam.   17 

Q.     [11:42:25] It's not a problem.  If I say Michel Djotodia, does that jog your memory?  18 

A.     [11:42:31] I couldn't confirm that, because there was -- there was two or three 19 

people.  There were a spokesperson, there were representatives that were more or less 20 

legal over there.  There were quite a few individuals around this.  So which Seleka did 21 

what and who was the signatory of this agreement, I'm not quite sure.   22 

Q.     [11:43:08] You just told us that there are two or three individuals who might have 23 

been.  Could you tell us those individuals you're thinking about?  24 

A.     [11:43:17] There was a spokesperson Massi, Massi.  There was -- there was Mboli-25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red-ENG CT WT 15-11-2022 36/90 TICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red2-ENG CT RCL WT 15-11-2022 36/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Conduct of proceedings, ICC-01/14-01/21-251, dated 9 March 2022, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0787 

15.11.2022  Page 37 

Goumba.  There was the President Djotodia.  I cannot remember exactly who did what.  1 

But what might be of interest is the terms.  We stop here, we stop there.  But I can't 2 

quite remember.  The end point was Sibut, so they arrived at Damara and then they 3 

stopped there.  So I don't know who did what precisely within that agreement.   4 

Q.     [11:44:14] Fine.  But the aim of the agreement was to work towards peace and 5 

reconciliation; is that correct?   6 

A.     [11:44:25] Yes, that's correct.  Correct.  It was for peace and reconciliation, to set up 7 

with the government in place of the national union, to take into account of the 8 

preoccupations of everybody and that was it.   9 

Q.     [11:44:47] So in this government, do you remember who was prime minister?  10 

A.     [11:45:03] No.  When the Seleka arrived, there was at the beginning François 11 

Bozizé.  It wasn't yet the national union government with the prime minister who is 12 

currently presiding the republic.   13 

Q.     [11:45:26] So could you tell us for the transcript who is the current prime minister?  14 

The president of the CAR.  What's his name?  15 

A.     [11:45:39] His name is Faustin Archange.  16 

Q.     [11:45:52] Djono-Ahaba was already part of that government when there was the 17 

Libreville agreement in 2013?   18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:46:07] Correction by the interpreter:  The prime minister was 19 

Faustin Archange Touadéra.   20 

THE WITNESS:  [11:46:19](Interpretation) No, I can't recall the name.  It was during the 21 

government under Bozizé.  It was in January.  But I don't have a clear idea of the 22 

positions of the individuals in the government.   23 

MS NAOURI:  [11:46:32](Interpretation)  24 

Q.     [11:46:32] No problem.  Just tell me what you know.  Was François Bozizé -- did 25 
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he respect the Libreville agreement?  1 

A.     [11:46:38] I wasn't part of those within the inner circle.  I can't give you a political 2 

response to that.  I don't know.  There was a rebellion that was putting pressure, 3 

saying:  Have you respected the agreements.  They were clamouring at the doors of 4 

Bangui.  We were all affected.  *I don’t know whether the agreements had to be 5 

respected or not.  6 

Q.     [11:47:40] I'm going to show you a document, Mr Witness.   7 

MS NAOURI:  [11:47:43](Interpretation) It is 35 of our list of material, CAR-OTP-2001-8 

0742, page 42.   9 

Q.     [11:48:07] Here, this is the Libreville agreement and if you look at Article 1 of the 10 

political agreement on the resolution of the political crisis and the security crisis in the 11 

Central African Republic.  And Article 1 states:  12 

"The President of the Republic remains in function until the end of his mandate in 2016.  13 

He cannot put himself forward for another mandate."   14 

So my question to you, as far as you know, did François Bozizé state or announce in 15 

2013 that he would put himself again forward for the next presidential elections?  16 

A.     [11:48:42] Well, the genuine problem was his mandate which was in operation of -17 

- the 2016 mandate.  He understood that his mandate would be shortened, and that was 18 

the problem.  Not what happened afterwards.  I can't speak for him, but his concern 19 

was that his mandate would be shortened.  The first mandate.  There was already 20 

pressure upon him.  He thought that he wouldn't be able to finish his first mandate, so 21 

I think that was the problem rather than on the second one or the possible second 22 

mandate.  23 

Q.     [11:49:46] So to be clear, you, as a member of the police, you were not aware that 24 

he said that he wanted to put himself forward for the second mandate?  25 
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A.     [11:49:58] No, I didn't have that information.   1 

Q.     [11:50:08] Thank you, Mr Witness.  So in this extract I read out, we also talked the 2 

Seleka who advanced until Sibut.  So through the Libreville agreements, it was the 3 

DDR process would continue, so disarmament, demobilisation, and reintegration.  In 4 

particular -- and this is in particular would happen in Sibut; is that correct?   5 

A.     [11:50:43] Yes, the Seleka, in principle, with all the arrival in Sibut, it was 6 

important that the DDR took off the ground.  Unfortunately, it was not the case.  It was 7 

not the case.  I think there was a hidden agenda as well and, therefore, headway was 8 

not made.   9 

Q.     [11:51:12] Thank you, Mr Witness.  As far as you know, were allocations or 10 

donations given to them so that they could lay down their arms in Sibut?  11 

A.     [11:51:20] The principle of the DDR is that you would have a kit for 12 

demobilisation, and you would hand over and surrender your weapon.  I think that 13 

was the underlying principle.  The international community dealt with that aspect.  14 

Q.     [11:51:49] Fine.  Thank you, Mr Witness.  Once the government of Michel Djotodia 15 

was set up, can you remember who was the prime minister?  16 

A.     [11:52:01] It must be Nicolas Tiangaye.   17 

Q.     [11:52:16] Thank you.  That's it.  Do you remember who was minister of justice?  18 

A.     [11:52:21] No.   19 

Q.     [11:52:42] Fine.  No problem.  I'm going to show you a document, Mr Witness.   20 

MS NAOURI:  [11:52:50](Interpretation) It's 36 of our list of materials, CAR-OTP-2004-21 

1597, page 1605.  Here this is the Decree 013.009 of 31 March 2013, which includes the 22 

members of the government during the transitional government.  23 

Q.     [11:53:40] And in the names which you can see displayed, you see some of the 24 

names at least.  As far as you know, were some of these ministers, were they already 25 
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part of the government under François Bozizé?  For example, Djono-Ahaba?   1 

A.     [11:54:07] No, on this page no one was part of the previous government.   2 

Q.     [11:54:11] Thank you.  We'll move on to the next page, which is 1606.   3 

For example, you see Christophe Gazam Betty, was he part of the previous 4 

government?  5 

A.     [11:54:32] Gazam Betty, no, he was working.  I think he was ambassador, if I'm not 6 

mistaken, for the People's Republic of China.  I think he was involved in that.   7 

Q.     [11:54:57] Thank you for that clarification.  So every previous function that they 8 

had is of interest to us, so thank you very much.  Let us scroll down to see the other 9 

names.  On the names that you see, as far as you know, were part of them -- did they 10 

have -- were they representatives like ambassadors or were they part of the previous 11 

government?  12 

A.     [11:55:44] Yes, I see Mr Abdallah Kadre Assane who was part of the Ministry of 13 

Finance.   14 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:56:08] Inaudible.   15 

THE WITNESS:  [11:56:13](Interpretation) Mr Marcel Loudegue.  He was minister, but 16 

not under Bozizé's government but under Patassé's government.   17 

Henri Pouzere is a lawyer.  He worked at the bar in Libreville or Gabon, if I'm correct.   18 

Q.     [11:57:10] Other names on this page?  19 

A.     [11:57:13] He wasn't necessarily a minister.  20 

Q.     [11:57:30] No, not necessarily a minister, but as a -- who had another job, for 21 

example, as an ambassador or something similar to an ambassador?  Any other job.  If 22 

you recall, Mr Witness.   23 

A.     [11:57:39] Georges, 14, the -- firstly, number 13.  Number 13, Mr Abazene 24 

Djoubaye, who is current minister of justice.  He was the second alternative of the 25 
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prosecution of the republic, the public prosecutor.  The second substitute for the -- or 1 

maybe it was the first substitute for the public prosecutor.   2 

*Number 14, Mr Georges Bozanga is a former senior official of the Ministry of Finance.   3 

Mr Arsène Sende, I think he was president of the Grande Tribunal, the main court in 4 

Bangui, and he also worked for the public prosecutor, if I'm not mistaken.  That's 5 

number 15.   6 

Q.     [11:59:00] No other names on that page?  7 

A.     [11:59:02] No, no others.   8 

MS NAOURI:  [11:59:10](Interpretation) We'll move on to the next page.  There are two 9 

pages remaining.  So it's 1607.   10 

Q.     [11:59:25] So the same question to you, Mr Witness.   11 

A.     [11:59:39] Tchimanguere.  In fact, number 8, 9, 10, 11, they are all civil servants of 12 

state -- of the government who did work with the previous government.   13 

Marie -- I can't see the number, but Marie-Madeleine Nkouet, she is a dental surgeon.   14 

And then we have the last one, Rachel, is that the one -- no, it's not that.  It's not that.   15 

Q.     [12:01:00] Very well.  And among the junior ministers?  16 

A.     [12:01:06] Colonel Bertrand Mamour, that person was a senior official in the 17 

Central African chiefs of staff.  I think he was responsible for the army logistics.  Then 18 

we have *Bonandélé Koumba, the name just under that one.  He was a minister but 19 

quite long ago, at the time of President Kolingba's regime.  He held the same position 20 

in fact, minister.   21 

And then there is Anne Victoire Yakossobe.   22 

No, I can't tell anymore.   23 

Q.     [12:02:09] Let's look at the next and last page, 1608, please.  So we now see the last 24 

page, Mr Witness.   25 
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A.     [12:02:28] Number 30, Joseph Bendounga.  This gentleman was responsible for the 1 

city of Bangui.   2 

Claude Lenga, number 31. *He worked at the Prime Minister's Office, as part of the 3 

consultation process.  That was Claude Lenga.   4 

We see number 32 here, Honoré Douba.  I can tell you that he was a deputy to the 5 

mayor of Bangui.  He was the mayor's deputy.   6 

And then Doko, I don't know that person.   7 

And Parfait Kongo, territorial administration.  Well, the last one, 34, Parfait Kongo, I 8 

don't know whether it was him, because there was a magistrate with the same name.  I 9 

suppose it must be him.  He's currently a magistrate prosecutor/judge.   10 

Q.     [12:03:57] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  We've finished with this document.   11 

MS NAOURI:  [12:04:00](Interpretation) That can be taken down.  Thank you very 12 

much.   13 

Q.     [12:04:08] Now, do you know who Yves-Valentin Gbeyoro is?  Do you know who 14 

that person is, Mr Witness?   15 

A.     [12:04:23] Yes, Yves-Valentin Gbeyoro, yes, I know who that person is.  16 

Q.     [12:04:25] What position did he occupy, to the best of your knowledge in 2013?  17 

A.     [12:04:28] In 2013, I believe it was the last position he held, he was director -- hang 18 

on.  What was he?  I think he was private secretary, minister's private secretary, I think, 19 

unless I'm mistaken.  I think it's a private secretary, maybe mission manager.  Private 20 

secretary.   21 

Q.     [12:05:06] So private secretary to which minister, please?  22 

A.     [12:05:12] I think it was the last Bozizé minister, interior minister when the Seleka 23 

-- at the time when the Seleka arrived.  It was Mr *Ngouandja.   24 

Q.     [12:05:40] My thanks, Mr Witness.  And then once the Seleka arrived, do you 25 
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know what position he held then?  1 

A.     [12:05:47] He left the Central African Republic.  When the Seleka arrived, he left 2 

Bangui.  And in actual fact, he's still outside the Central African Republic.  3 

Q.     [12:06:01] So according to your evidence, he never returned to Bangui; is that 4 

right?   5 

A.     [12:06:07] Yes, he never returned.   6 

Q.     [12:06:09] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  So earlier on we talked about 7 

Linguissara.  Now, in fact, before we talk about Linguissara, I would just like to ask 8 

you who was the director-general of the police in 2012?  In 2012.  I place emphasis on 9 

that year.  10 

A.     [12:06:54] It must have been Alain Nabeza, commissioner.   11 

Q.     [12:07:00] All right.  Let me show you a document, Mr Witness, and then you're 12 

about to tell us what you think about this.   13 

MS NAOURI:  [12:07:05](Interpretation) This is tab 38 in our list of materials.  It's CAR-14 

OTP-2034-2081.  If we can turn to 2081 --  15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:07:19] The witness interposes. 16 

MS NAOURI:  [12:07:20] 17 

Q.     [12:07:20] Please go ahead, Mr Witness.   18 

A.     [12:07:25] Now, I know that when the Seleka arrived, it wasn't Nabeza, it was 19 

Linguissara.  At the fall of Bangui, it was Mr Linguissara.  I do -- do forgive me for -- 20 

because for me, the question perhaps should have been put differently.  Now, what 21 

were the director-generals, *because there was an overlap.   22 

Q.     [12:08:03] That's not a problem, Mr Witness.  Just to clarify, we were talking about 23 

2012.   24 

A.     [12:08:06] Oh, yes.  Okay.   25 
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Q.     [12:08:08] Here we're talking about the arrival of the Seleka, and we'll get there in 1 

a second.  My question was focusing on 2012.  But don't worry.  It was all going well.  2 

We're taking things step by step.  So the document that we see on the screen is a record 3 

of moving responsibility from one person to another.   4 

Let's just zoom in a little bit, if that's possible.  All right.   5 

So this is 2012, 21 February is the date.  So February 2013.  We've moved from 2012 to 6 

2013.  At the beginning of the year of 2013.  But the Seleka haven't arrived because we 7 

haven't got to March yet.   8 

And here we read: 9 

"We, Nassin Nicaise, chief commissioner, director-general of the Central African police 10 

force, outgoing, upon execution of Decree No. 13.054 of 7 February 2013, appointing 11 

senior police officials to positions of responsibility, moves responsibility from the 12 

director-general department of the police to squad leader Wanzet Linguissara Henri, 13 

director-general of the Central African police, incoming."   14 

And then if we could go to the bottom of the page, if you would be so kind.  Thanks 15 

very much.   16 

At the bottom of the page, we see that the document was, indeed, signed by Nassin 17 

Nicaise, Wanzet Linguissara, and Patrice Nguitongo, general inspector.   18 

So here's my first question:  Before Linguissara in 2013, do you remember Nassin 19 

Nicaise?  Do you have any recollection of him?  20 

A.     [12:10:08] Yes, I do remember.  He was director-general at the time.   21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:10:11] Inaudible.   22 

THE WITNESS:  [12:10:15](Interpretation) Nassin Nicaise.  23 

MS NAOURI:  [12:10:27](Interpretation)  24 

Q.     [12:10:27] Do you know what he did afterwards?   25 
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A.     [12:10:36] I think he went to join the Ivory Coast UN mission.  He went to the Côte 1 

d’Ivoire for that particular UN initiative.   2 

Q.     [12:10:57] Thank you very much.  When was that, more or less, Mr Witness?  3 

A.     [12:10:59] It was in that particular period, 2013, 2014.  It was at that time that he 4 

went with that mission to the Côte d’Ivoire.  5 

Q.     [12:11:11] Do you know whether he returned?  6 

A.     [12:11:12] He's the current minister of the interior and public safety.  He's a sitting 7 

minister as we speak.   8 

Q.     [12:11:32] My thanks, Mr Witness.  I move to another question.  You worked with 9 

or you had worked with -- in fact in this realm.  Do you think this document is 10 

accurate, particularly in respect of Wanzet Linguissara's signature?   11 

MS MAKWAIA:  [12:11:56] Madam President, I think a bit of foundation should be 12 

laid.  Does he know Linguissara's signature, for example.   13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:12:02] I think the witness can answer that.  If he 14 

doesn't know, he'll tell us.  Thank you.   15 

Counsel, please continue.   16 

MS NAOURI:  [12:12:15](Interpretation) I'm grateful, your Honour.  17 

Q.     [12:12:16] Mr Witness, please go ahead.   18 

A.     [12:12:18] Yes, I do recognise Wanzet's signature that we see on the right of this 19 

document.  But had he changed his signature?  I don't know.  But I don't know that 20 

scribble on the right-hand side of the signature that we see.  I don't know.  But it looks 21 

like that.  It looks slightly different to the signature that I remember that he had when 22 

he was a minister.   23 

Q.     [12:12:54] Thank you very much for that clarification, Mr Witness.  All right, then.  24 

So as I've understood, we have the entry into duty of Linguissara.  That would be 7 25 
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February 2013.  We understand that from this document.  So my question that flows 1 

from that is that you later on, from 7 February 2013, he was allegedly director of the 2 

police, did you work in conjunction with him when you were at the OCRB from July 3 

2013?  4 

A.     [12:13:32] Yes, we did indeed work together.  But you talked about 2013, 2014?  Is 5 

that what you're talking about now, that period of time, counsel?   6 

Q.     [12:14:02] What's of interest to me is really 2013.  When you joined the OCRB in 7 

July 2013, at that point were you collaborating with Linguissara or did you see 8 

Linguissara interacting with people at the OCRB?  9 

A.     [12:14:18] Yes, as director-general of the police, and me as director, working in 10 

conjunction with him was part of the hierarchical structure.  So, yes, we did work 11 

together.   12 

Q.     [12:14:40] Do forgive me, Mr Witness, but I'm saying in 2013, July 2013 when you 13 

were in the investigation division, not when you were director.   14 

A.     [12:14:49] Please forgive me.  I do apologise.   15 

Q.     [12:14:51] That's not a problem, Mr Witness.  Would you like me to put the 16 

question to you once again or are you thinking?  17 

A.     [12:15:28] No, it's -- oh, sorry, you're talking about working together.  18 

Q.     [12:15:32] That's right.  My question still stands.   19 

A.     [12:15:34] Oh, I do apologise.  I had a director, and so the collegial work along the 20 

hierarchical lines, that worked, yes.  So we did work in conjunction, one with the other.  21 

Yes.   22 

Q.     [12:15:53] Very well.  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  And Linguissara's 23 

office, where was that when he was appointed in 2013 to the position of director-24 

general of the police?  25 
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A.     [12:16:00] His office?  It was just opposite -- well, there's a road.  There's a road 1 

that runs along.  And on the other side, there was the directorate-general.  And further 2 

down, there was the directorate of the OCRB.  So it was pretty much -- well, we could 3 

see each other, the two buildings that had sight of each other, if I can put it that way.   4 

Q.     [12:16:38] Thank you for that clarification.  And Linguissara, what position did he 5 

hold after being director-general of the police in 2013?   6 

A.     [12:16:47] Mr Linguissara was squad chief.  So you need to understand, he wasn't 7 

a policeman.  He was a gendarme.  So he rejoined his gendarmerie outfit.  I don't know 8 

exactly what he did after.  9 

Q.     [12:17:15] All right, then.  Let me show you a document.   10 

MS NAOURI:  [12:17:18](Interpretation) This is on tab 40 in our list of materials, CAR-11 

OTP-2004-1003.  This document will be appearing on our screens.  Sorry, I should have 12 

clarified the page.  1020.  That's the page of interest to me.  1020.   13 

THE WITNESS:  [12:17:49](Interpretation) September.  September 2013.   14 

MS NAOURI:  [12:17:57](Interpretation)  15 

Q.     [12:17:57] So let me just scroll up a little bit so the date appears.  Right at the top of 16 

the page.  This is a decree -- thanks very much.  Decree No. 13.331 of 10 September 2013 17 

appointing the general director of the gendarmerie.  And at the bottom on the right, 18 

Article 1, we should see the appointment of Wanzet Linguissara.  Does this jog your 19 

memory somewhat, Mr Witness?  20 

A.     [12:18:28] Yes, of course it does.  Yes, it does refresh my memory.  After the police, 21 

he returned to being director-general of the gendarmerie.   22 

Q.     [12:18:46] Thank you very much.   23 

MS NAOURI:  [12:18:47](Interpretation) I've finished with that document for the time 24 

being.  25 
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Q.     [12:18:49] All right, then.  So to the best of your knowledge, Mr Witness, Henri 1 

Linguissara, what did he do once he left his position at the gendarmerie?  2 

A.     [12:18:58] After the gendarmerie, I don't know whether I've got the right 3 

chronology, but he was -- he was put forward to become the director-general of the 4 

police.  His name was put forward, but it didn't work.  Police elements demonstrated 5 

and actually prevented him to take up that particular office and stopped him getting to 6 

the office.   7 

Q.     [12:19:47] And after that police demonstration, what did he do subsequently?  8 

A.     [12:19:55] Well, his -- I don't have top of mind his career, but I don't know -- and 9 

what status, but at least he became security adviser to the prefecture.  I don't know 10 

whether that's just after, whether it's immediately after.  I can't re-establish in my mind 11 

the chronology, but I think he was a security adviser to the prime minister.  I don't 12 

know whether it was immediately after or not.  13 

Q.     [12:20:26] That's not a problem.  Don't worry.  Thanks very much.  And for the 14 

avoidance of doubt, he was the adviser to which minister did you say?   15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:20:48] I thought he said the prime minister.  Except if 16 

there were two prime ministers.   17 

MS NAOURI:  [12:21:04](Interpretation) My question was to know which prime 18 

minister to know where we're standing, if you will, in time.   19 

Q.     [12:21:12] So could you clarify please, Mr Witness?  If you remember, Mr Witness, 20 

of course.   21 

A.     [12:21:28] No, I -- maybe it will return to me.  But for the time being, no, I don't 22 

know.   23 

Q.     [12:21:37] All right.  That's not a problem.  Now, let's move on to Binoua.  Now, 24 

just before the arrival of the Seleka, can you tell us what position Binoua held end 25 
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2012?  1 

A.     [12:21:48] End 2012.  I know that he was a religious man.  He was a pastor in 2 

Bangui.  He had a church.  Did he hold any responsibility from a political or 3 

administrative perspective?  I just don't know.   4 

Q.     [12:22:30] Very well.  And under Djotodia's government, what was the first 5 

ministerial position that he held?  6 

A.     [12:22:40] Well, it was either communications or the interior.  He was a minister.  7 

He was a minister under Djotodia.  He was minister of the interior, but the first 8 

ministerial portfolio he held, I don't know.  But he was minister of the interior and 9 

public order.   10 

Q.     [12:23:16] All right.  And so just for the avoidance of doubt, document 42 in our 11 

list of materials, CAR-OTP-2004-1385, and we're going to be moving to page 1402 of 12 

that particular document, please.  All right, then.   13 

This is a decree, Decree 13.108, 22 May 2013, appointing this pastor Josué Binoua to the 14 

position of minister advising for religious affairs and ethnic minorities, advisor to the 15 

president of the republic.  We see that in Article 1.  Does this jog your memory, Mr 16 

Witness?  17 

A.     [12:24:27] Yes, it does.  Thank you very much.  It does refresh my memory.  18 

Indeed, that was his first position.  But not as his pastor -- not as a pastor.   19 

MS MAKWAIA:  [12:24:40] Madam President, just for the record, the question was 20 

transcript 55, 11: 21 

"Now, just before the arrival of the Seleka, can you tell us what position Binoua held at 22 

the end of 2012?"   23 

Just to situate the witness in the document he's being shown.   24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:25:08] Yes, we have the question on record and the 25 
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reference to tab 42, which I'm sure is dated.   1 

Carry on.  2 

MS NAOURI:  [12:25:26](Interpretation) I'm grateful, your Honour.   3 

Q.     [12:25:27] So this has now placed us from a temporal perspective.  This is the first 4 

Binoua position.  And then you told us that he was minister of the interior.  Do you 5 

remember when that was exactly?  6 

A.     [12:25:44] June 2013.  June 2013.   7 

Q.     [12:26:28] To help you, in your written statement, that is in evidence at tab 2 in our 8 

list of materials for the French version, and tab 1 for the English version, CAR-OTP-9 

2130-0893, paragraph 101, you say: 10 

"When Josué Binoua replaced the outgoing minister as public security minister, he 11 

replaced Nouradine Adam."   12 

Does this help you to find the date?  When was it exactly that Josué Binoua replaced 13 

Nouradine Adam in that capacity?   14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:27:29] Mr Witness, if you don't remember, you can 15 

say so, please.   16 

THE WITNESS:  [12:27:40](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.  17 

Indeed, I don't have a very clear idea for that particular date.  I have no specific idea.   18 

MS NAOURI:  [12:27:56](Interpretation)  19 

Q.     [12:27:56] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  I'm going to show you another 20 

document going to this matter.   21 

MS NAOURI:  [12:28:03](Interpretation) 43 in our list of materials, CAR-OTP-2004-22 

0369.  And it's page 0370 that is of interest to me.  Thank you very much.   23 

Q.     [12:28:27] So we see here Article 1 and Article 2.  This is a decree of 22 August 24 

2013 to appoint Pasteur Josué Binoua to the position of minister of security, 25 
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immigration, emigration and public order.  It bears the date 22 August 2013.  And we 1 

see the signature of Nicolas Tiangaye.  Does this refresh your memory, Mr Witness?  2 

A.     [12:28:59] Yes, it does, counsel.  This document does, indeed, refresh my memory.   3 

Q.     [12:29:03] All right, then.  Thank you.  Let's move to Mr Tolbo (phon).  In your 4 

written statement, tab 1, English version, tab 2 for the French version of that document, 5 

CAR-OTP-2130-0393, page 0920, paragraph 28, let me read out an excerpt: 6 

"I saw Tolmo every day for various matters."   7 

So this is what I want to know.   8 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:29:34] Tolmo, corrects the interpreter.   9 

MS NAOURI:  [12:29:37](Interpretation)  10 

Q.     [12:29:37] In 2013 you worked in conjunction with Prosecutor Tolmo, Alain, at the 11 

OCRB.  Did the prosecutor question detainees or suspects?  12 

A.     [12:29:52] Could you repeat the question?   13 

Q.     [12:29:54] Yes.  When Alain Tolmo goes to the OCRB in 2013, did you see him ever 14 

question detainees?  15 

A.     [12:30:04] Yes.  Alain Tolmo was the public prosecutor at the time, and he would 16 

come to the OCRB in his official capacity.  And for some people that he had access to, 17 

he would question them.  He would hear them.  Yes, that's true.  Yes.   18 

Q.     [12:30:49] Thank you.  Did he authorise that individuals would be transferred to 19 

the OCRB?  20 

A.     [12:30:59] Authorise?  Authorise whom, please?   21 

Q.     [12:31:16] So that a person would be transferred from a commissariat, one needed 22 

a authorisation from the public prosecutor.  So people who arrived in the OCRB and 23 

who were transferred, did they go from the DG?  Did they go with the authorisation of 24 

Tolmo?  25 
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A.     [12:31:38] Yes, the system worked in accordance to our accepted procedure.  We 1 

got complaints, if in the initial period we could question that individual, because 2 

everything happened under the public prosecutor.  And if charges were laid by the 3 

public prosecutor, we would examine the case, and the prosecutor would say, "All 4 

right.  You can keep this person for the follow-up of the investigation, and you report 5 

back to me."  Now, it's true that sometimes, in some cases, when the case was already 6 

at the public prosecutions, the principle was that the person was kept in custody.  So 7 

they were kept in a police unit.   8 

After the public prosecution, it was the central custodial place where they were kept.  I 9 

think that was the principle.   10 

Q.     [12:32:57] Very well.  So in 2013, this type of procedure also continued under 11 

Tolmo, the public prosecutor?  12 

A.     [12:33:18] Yes, in 2013 we continued to be and act professionally.   13 

Q.     [12:33:29] Thank you, Mr Witness.  As far as you know, was Alain Tolmo -- did he 14 

work with Nouradine Adam during this period?  15 

A.     [12:33:39] Mr Tolmo was public prosecutor.  I don't see the link between the 16 

minister of interior and the public prosecutor -- the prosecutor.  But they were all there 17 

at a certain given point in time in the Central African Republic.  No doubt they worked 18 

together or collaborated at a different level.  19 

But directly like this, even we, at the police level, at the judicial police level, it was only 20 

on an administrative level that we would turn towards our superiors.  But generally 21 

speaking, we would work with the public prosecutor who was in charge for all the 22 

cases being examined.   23 

Q.     [12:34:53] Fine.  And after the end of the Djotodia government, you continued to 24 

cooperate with the public prosecutor, Tolmo?   25 
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A.     [12:35:08] Yes, we continued to work, but he was moved in the meantime.   1 

Q.     [12:35:21] When did that happen, Mr Witness?  2 

A.     [12:35:23] *I don't know exactly when it happened, but I do know that it was 3 

Prosecutor Jules Ghislain Gressenguet who replaced him.  But I can't remember exactly 4 

when, but he was replaced.  5 

Q.     [12:35:38] But just to find out the time, was this after you left the OCRB?  Because 6 

my question relates to 2013, when there was the Djotodia government or just 7 

afterwards.  After that, were you still present in the OCRB, and did you continue to 8 

work with the -- or did the representatives of the OCRB continue to work with Alain 9 

Tolmo?  10 

A.     [12:36:01] Yes, indeed, we did.  Everything that happened with us was under the 11 

aegis of the public prosecutor, which was Tolmo.  So I worked together with him.   12 

Q.     [12:36:25] Thank you very much.  You worked at the OCRB on several occasions 13 

in 2012, 2013, 2014.  The main building, was that always the same?   14 

A.     [12:36:44] Yes, it was always the same building.  15 

Q.     [12:36:45] Thank you.  Was the jail, the prison cells always in the same place?  16 

A.     [12:36:53] Always the same place, yes.   17 

Q.     [12:37:01] Thank you.  As far as you know, during the time when you were there, 18 

were any works done in the OCRB?   19 

MS MAKWAIA:  [12:37:17] Which year, Madam President?  Can I have a time frame?   20 

MS NAOURI:  [12:37:20](Interpretation) You must listen to me carefully.  I said "when 21 

you were there," "when you were there."  That's what I said.  I said it clearly, "when 22 

you were there."   23 

MS MAKWAIA:  [12:37:29] On the evidence, he's been there many times.   24 

MS NAOURI:  [12:37:34](Interpretation) He was there in a continuous period between 25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red-ENG CT WT 15-11-2022 53/90 TICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red2-ENG CT RCL WT 15-11-2022 53/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Conduct of proceedings, ICC-01/14-01/21-251, dated 9 March 2022, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0787 

15.11.2022  Page 54 

the 13th -- 2013, 2014.  And he said very clearly he's was there between July 2013 and 1 

the end of 2014.  He did not leave after the ceremony.  He remained in the OCRB in 2 

2013.  Then he had different directors.  He became director himself in 2014.  And 3 

together, we established that he remained until 2015.   4 

Q.     [12:38:03] So during that period, were there any works when you, Mr Witness, 5 

were there at the OCRB?   6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:38:12] And which type of works are you talking 7 

about, Ms Naouri?  Which type of works?   8 

MS NAOURI:  [12:38:22](Interpretation) Building, construction renovations, building 9 

maintenance.  That's what I mean by "works."  So I don't know how to say it otherwise.   10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:38:33] No, that's understood.   11 

Mr Witness, please.   12 

THE WITNESS:  [12:38:54](Interpretation) Yes, indeed, works were done.  It wasn't 13 

major changes to the building.  The security doors were changed, painting was done.  It 14 

is an old building.  It's a colonial building, in fact.  So some maintenance work was 15 

carried out.  Because the building was really vandalised on several occasions.  So when 16 

we returned, we had to try and clean it up a bit, because we were working there.  So, 17 

indeed, some works were done, but not major construction.  For example, the door was 18 

strengthened, painting work was carried out.   19 

MS NAOURI:  [12:39:52](Interpretation)  20 

Q.     [12:39:52] Thank you very much for that clarification, Mr Witness.  So you -- in 21 

Annex 2, we have about -- which is tab 4 of our list of materials, CAR-OTP-2036-0440.  22 

And perhaps we can show or have the sketch you made displayed.   23 

Can you see it on the screen, Mr Witness?  24 

A.     [12:40:27] Yes, I have the sketch in front of me.   25 
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Q.     [12:40:31] Perfect.  So there you can see you have a rectangle where you wrote 1 

"bureaux," offices.  So what I would like to know so that we understand the logistics of 2 

the layout of this building, I don't necessarily want to go back to everything you said, 3 

G1, G2, G3, it's very clear to me, but I would like to ask you to take a look at the bureau 4 

and to understand the layout.  In order to do that, you have a pen next to you and you 5 

can see the screen next to you.  So if you can note on that, and then we can see 6 

altogether what you have done.   7 

So initially -- do you have a question?  On the paper.  And we will follow what you say 8 

thanks to the projector.   9 

So what I'm interested in is that you look at the rectangular bureau, tell us what the 10 

different offices are, and then together we'll number them so that we have an idea of 11 

the layout.  And then I might ask you some questions on individual rooms.   12 

So first of all, if you can draw it out and then kindly tell me when you have finished or 13 

should you have any questions.   14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:42:24](Interpretation) Just a small question for the 15 

Registrar.  Would you like that the annotations are projected on the screen at the same 16 

time when the witness is doing them, or do you want the sketch -- the annotated sketch 17 

is put on the projector once it's completed?   18 

MS NAOURI:  [12:42:50](Interpretation) It's very good questions.  My answer is yes to 19 

both.  So we're going to look what the witness says, and then afterwards we'll look at 20 

the projection.  And each time we will -- I'll make a comment.  And then perhaps if you 21 

could give the document a reference.  That's how I'd like to proceed.  At the end of the 22 

annotation, we'll put the sketch on the projector to see it at the end, at the end of the 23 

annotation.   24 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:43:24](Interpretation) And during that, do you want us to 25 
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have a look?   1 

MS NAOURI:  [12:43:28](Interpretation) Sorry, are you going to film it when he's doing 2 

it?  If that's possible, that's perfect.  If not, don't worry, and I'll accommodate the 3 

position as is.   4 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:43:47](Interpretation) It is possible and so that's what we'll 5 

do.   6 

THE WITNESS:  [12:44:31](Witness complies)   7 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:44:39] And this is now visible on evidence channel 2 for 8 

your information.  Thank you.   9 

MS NAOURI:  [12:49:10](Interpretation)  10 

Q.     [12:49:11] Have you finished, Mr Witness?  11 

A.     [12:49:12] I would say yes.  I'm not very good at drawing this out.   12 

Q.     [12:49:27] But thank you for trying.  And for us it's extremely useful, and your 13 

sketch is very clear.  So I haven't many follow-up questions, but I do have a few.   14 

Where you said director's office, bureau directeur, was this the office of Director Mallo?  15 

Are we to understand that?  16 

A.     [12:49:53] Yes, that is it.   17 

Q.     [12:49:54] Fine.  And then you said post de police, that's very clear, secretariat.  18 

And then you said the office of CU.  What does CU stand for?  Commander unit, I 19 

presume, but I just want confirmation?  20 

A.     [12:50:15] Yes, it's commander of the unit.  Unit commander.   21 

Q.     [12:50:21] I see many bureaus for investigations.  These are for members of your 22 

team; is that correct?   23 

A.     [12:50:29] That is correct.   24 

Q.     [12:50:36] Fine.  And is there a place where archives are stored?  25 
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A.     [12:50:42] We had space at the secretariat for archives.   1 

Q.     [12:50:59] Fine.  And I note that we have an office for the unit commander, the 2 

deputy commander of the unit.  Who is that?  3 

A.     [12:51:06] When?   4 

Q.     [12:51:12] In 2013.  Because this is the follow-up of your sketch which we have in 5 

your documentation.   6 

A.     [12:51:29] That was the office -- the deputy unit commander.  I think it might have 7 

been Mr Patchanga who was the deputy.   8 

Q.     [12:51:46] And on your sketch, could you point out the office of Mr Mangabas?  9 

A.     [12:51:51] In 2013?   10 

Q.     [12:52:06] Yes, always in 2013.   11 

A.     [12:52:16] Mangabas was in the bureau or office that changed a bit between him -- 12 

well, in fact -- oh, I can't recall exactly.   13 

Q.     [12:52:41] If you don't remember, don't worry.  Only tell us what you know.  So 14 

which office was yours?  15 

A.     [12:53:05] As a head of the service?   16 

Q.     [12:53:07] Yes.   17 

A.     [12:53:07] *It’s where I’ve written second entry, there.   18 

Q.     [12:53:10] So on the left, that was your office; is that correct?   19 

A.     [12:53:13] Yes, that's correct.  That is correct.  The second entrance.   20 

Q.     [12:53:26] A final clarification.  Am I correct in saying *where you say vault, 21 

chambre forte... 22 

A.     [12:53:43] That's where the weapons were kept.   23 

Q.     [12:53:45] So sometimes you referred to T37, you said you had a strong room in 24 

the OCRB.  That was where the weapons were kept.  And then you're referring to that 25 
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particular room.  That's in T37, page 58, lines 2 to 4.   1 

Go ahead, Mr Witness.   2 

A.     [12:54:12] Yes, in fact, I remember.  So, in fact, this service, it's not against the wall 3 

here but rather over here.  Rather than where I put it in the first place.  The bureau of 4 

the service isn't right there, but it's more in the centre.   5 

Q.     [12:54:37] Thank you for that rectification.  So you have crossed out where you 6 

have chef de service enquêtes on the right of the other exit, and you have repositioned 7 

it and you're writing "chef de service enquêtes," so the head of the investigations 8 

service.   9 

A.     [12:54:56] (Witness marks document)  10 

Q.     [12:55:07] Thank you very much, Mr Witness, if you have no other comments on 11 

this, I will ask the Presiding Judge whether this document could have a reference.   12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:55:15] Madam Court Officer, can you help us with an 13 

ERN number, please.   14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:55:18] Yes, Madam President.  The annotated sketch will 15 

bear the following reference:  CAR-REG-0002-0095.   16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:55:39] Thank you very much.   17 

Ms Naouri, continue, please.   18 

MS NAOURI:  [12:55:43](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   19 

Q.     [12:55:45] You mentioned in your statement, your previous statement -- and I'm 20 

going to read out a little extract.   21 

MS NAOURI:  [12:55:55](Interpretation) It's tab 1 for the English version and tab 2 for 22 

the French version, CAR-OTP-2130-0883, page 0909, paragraph 62.   23 

Q.     [12:56:16] "The French wore military uniforms without epaulettes and without any 24 

indication of their rank.  One of them was called Alain and he used the following 25 
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telephone number ... he wanted to establish whether there was a link with -- he was 1 

part of the unit who was specialised in the security.  He was called Alain, and 2 

sometimes he would help me with my own investigations, for example, as regards 3 

mobile telephones.  It seemed to be sent away for three or four months before he was 4 

replaced by others." My question to you, Mr Witness, is to know how, and in more 5 

details, the French helped you in your investigations, particularly as regards these 6 

mobile phones.   7 

A.     [12:57:27] Thank you.  Given the scope of the situation during this period, the 8 

French governor decided that they would have help with the Sangari mission.  And 9 

within this mission, there were different units who assisted us in the arrest of people 10 

under question, people carrying weapons, et cetera, and also to assess -- their mission 11 

was to assess the security situation in the Central African Republic.  During their 12 

patrols they were frequently victim of some assaults, of stoning, et cetera.  And what 13 

they generally did, they stopped, they questioned, and they took them to our unit.  We 14 

tried to see clearly what was happening.   15 

When they stressed this point, it was because it was a mission where those who were 16 

disengaged from Mali who came to the Central African Republic and who were 17 

patrolling, moving around.  And since they were dealing with the Muslims, they said 18 

to themselves their main concern was what?  Because the situation was bad in Bangui.  19 

There were people who at their own initiative undertook action, and for them it was 20 

dangerous.  It could be a source of explosive devices, et cetera.  So as soon as 21 

something happened, they wanted to see whether that person wasn't in contact with 22 

whatever group.   23 

Generally speaking, they took the individual and examined what they had on their 24 

phone and looked what calls they made abroad, what sort of network they used, what 25 
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sort of activities that individual had carried out.  Sometimes it was fruitful, and it was -1 

- really, that was their ultimate objective.   2 

Q.     [13:00:17] Fine.  When they looked at the mobile telephones and phoned them, did 3 

the French -- what did they do?  Did they come towards you?  Was there a follow-up as 4 

regards this line of inquiry?  5 

A.     [13:00:35] Generally speaking, it was managed at my bureau, my office.  I called 6 

upon experts of the mobile telephone company to look at the calls, and then this went 7 

via the prosecutor.  And when it came back, we tried to look at it together.  Look at it 8 

together.   9 

Once, if you allow me, we found in a bag of a gentleman a  *series of batteries aligned 10 

together, and we thought this might be an explosive device.   11 

So these were indicators which we followed through.   12 

Q.     [13:01:42] And my last question before the break.  When you say they took it to 13 

the unit, do I understand that individuals were stopped and the French took them to 14 

the OCRB; is that correct?   15 

A.     [13:02:03] Yes, they were stopped, arrested.  Well, when they wanted to do so, 16 

they asked for our support.  We arrived -- because they were, after all, soldiers in their 17 

vehicles -- take them into their vehicles.  So when we were there, they asked us to take 18 

the individuals under an escort.   19 

Q.     [13:02:29] Thank you very much.   20 

MS NAOURI:  [13:02:30](Interpretation) I turn towards the Presiding Judge.  I think it's 21 

our lunch break.   22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [13:02:35] Yes, indeed.   23 

Mr Witness, we're going to stop here for now and go and have lunch.  Then we'll come 24 

back at 2.00, we'll have a short lunch, come back at 2.00 and continue with your 25 
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testimony.   1 

Ms Naouri, maybe if I just ask at this point how much more time would you want with 2 

this witness?   3 

MS NAOURI:  [13:03:05](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  As you know, we 4 

have not a lot of time.  This is just a rough idea.  Based on what's happening, I think we 5 

need another session.  Perhaps a little bit more than that, but not more than this session 6 

and perhaps a little bit more.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [13:03:27] Okay.  I'll rise the Court at this point and ask 8 

that we come back at 2.00, please.  Thank you very much.   9 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:03:34] All rise.  10 

(Recess taken at 1.03 p.m.) 11 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.01 p.m.)  12 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:01:55] All rise.  Please be seated.   13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [14:02:04] Good afternoon, everybody.  We all managed 14 

with our short break for lunch.  Ms Naouri, you're going to continue with your cross-15 

examination.  You did indicate to me that you'd need a full session and maybe a little 16 

bit more to finish off with this witness.  We've started at 2.00.  I mean, just appreciating 17 

the difficulties we have normally when we need to have new witnesses, we have to 18 

adjourn for 30 minutes for the Registry to recompose themselves. So we know you've 19 

been very generous with time lately, and I'll appreciate it really if we try to finish off 20 

with this witness today, appreciating that we're now starting at 2.00.  And I wanted to 21 

have at the back of your mind what you and I know, I need 15 minutes of that time to 22 

do other things before we all leave here.  Thank you.   23 

MS NAOURI:  [14:03:30](Interpretation) Duly noted, your Honour.  I'll do my best and 24 

that should -- it should work.25 
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Q.     [14:03:41] Good day once again, Mr Witness.   1 

A.     [14:03:44] Good afternoon, ma'am.   2 

Q.     [14:03:51] I'd like to move to a different topic now; namely, the telephone system. 3 

And for the next question, just to be careful, I'd look to ask for us to go into private 4 

session very briefly just to put a question to you.   5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [14:04:07] Madam Court Officer, can we go briefly into 6 

private session, please.   7 

(Private session at 2.04 p.m.)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)   18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Open session at 2.06 p.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:06:01] We are back to open session, Madam President.  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [14:06:03] Thank you very much.  2 

Ms Naouri, please.  3 

MS NAOURI:  [14:06:11](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  4 

Q.     [14:06:11] I'd like to show a document to you, Mr Witness.   5 

MS NAOURI:  [14:06:14](Interpretation) And that is tab 68 on our list of items, and that 6 

is CAR-D33-0010, tab -- and we will take control, if that's possible, to put the document 7 

up on the screen, evidence 2 channel.  And apparently the screen that we use for 8 

putting up on -- to put up a document up on the screen is -- the screen is black, but 9 

apparently that is fine.  In any event --  10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:07:10] It's evidence channel 2 now, yes.   11 

MS NAOURI:  [14:07:12](Interpretation) Thank you very much.   12 

Q.     [14:07:15] Mr Witness, here's a document that was initially drawn up by the OTP, 13 

and this has to do with your telephone calls from 17 May 2013 to 23 November 2013.   14 

MS NAOURI:  [14:07:36](Interpretation) Tab 68, CAR-D33-0014-0010.   15 

Q.     [14:07:41] First question:  Do you know Hamit Tidjani?  16 

A.     [14:07:49] Yes, I know him quite well.   17 

Q.     [14:07:52] Well, let's look at this more closely.  At line 6 we see that on 4 August 18 

2013 at 17:31:22, you sent an SMS to Hamit Tidjani.  And on the following line, line 7, 19 

we see that on the same day, 4 August 2013, at 17:31:34, you sent a second SMS to 20 

Hamit Tidjani.  Do you remember these exchanges with Hamit Tidjani in 2013, August 21 

2013?  These are the only exchanges we have found.   22 

A.     [14:09:22] Yes, I do see that some SMSs were exchanged, but I must say that Hamit 23 

Tidjani was a friend.  A friend.  Admittedly, I came across him in Cairo, and we've 24 

always been good friends.  He did join the Seleka, but we've always been good friends.   25 
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Q.     [14:10:07] When you exchanged these SMSs in 2013, were you acting as a friend or 1 

in some other capacity or in a professional capacity?  2 

A.     [14:10:24] I think it was personal in nature.  Personal.   3 

Q.     [14:10:37] Very well.  Thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, we also see at line 3, we see 4 

some exchanges with someone by the name of Mboli-Goumba Crépin.  On 24 June 5 

2013, this gentleman called you, and the call lasted 2 minutes and 13 seconds, at *17:41.  6 

What was this person's position on that date in 2013?   7 

A.     [14:11:24] Mboli-Goumba Crépin would have been the minister of public works.   8 

Q.     [14:11:37] Very well.  And what dealings did you have with the minister of public 9 

works in June 2013?  10 

A.     [14:11:44] Well, I can say this.  Mboli-Goumba Crépin was also a friend.  We 11 

belonged to a sports association, a basketball association actually, and as such, we did 12 

have some dealings or exchanges with one another.   13 

Q.     [14:12:16] Thank you.  So in June 2013 when you were communicating with this 14 

person, it had nothing to do with your professional activities?  15 

A.     [14:12:26] Correct.  That's correct, ma'am.   16 

Q.     [14:12:36] Very well.  Mr Witness, do you know Thierry Lébéné?   17 

A.     [14:13:03] No, no.  I don't know Mr Thierry Lébéné.   18 

Q.     [14:13:15] And 12 Puissances, if I put that name to you, Mr Witness?  19 

A.     [14:13:29] 12 Puissances.  Yes, that was a member.  Thierry Lébéné.  That was one 20 

of the Anti-Balakas, but we weren't in contact.  Perhaps as part of -- I see it was at 11.00.   21 

Q.     [14:13:51] Yes, we'll look at this together.  So you can see on this at line 1, 17 May 22 

2013, 17:11, you sent an SMS to Thierry Lébéné, also known as 12 Puissances.  At line 4, 23 

we see that on 13 July 2013 at 13:16 you called Thierry Lébéné, that was just 2 seconds.  24 

And then at line 8, we can see that on 6 September 2013, at 11:04, you left a voicemail 25 
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message for Mr Thierry Lébéné, 54 seconds long.  Then at line 9, we see that on 25 1 

September 2013 at 11:48, you called Thierry Lébéné for 1 minute and 56 seconds.  At 2 

line 10, we see that on the same day, still 25 September 2013, at 13:37, you called 3 

Thierry Lébéné for 17 seconds.  4 

On line 11, we see that on 3 October 2013 at 10:47, you called Thierry Lébéné for 31 5 

seconds.  At line 12, we see that on 24 October 2013 at 17:46, you called Thierry Lébéné 6 

for 3 minutes and 5 seconds.  And on the last line, line 13, we see that on 23 November 7 

2013 at 17:06, you called Thierry for 3 seconds.   8 

So do you remember having regular contact with Thierry Lébéné in 2013, Mr Witness?  9 

A.     [14:16:21] Allow me to put the question to you.  Are these outgoing calls from a 10 

mobile phone?   11 

Q.     [14:16:38] These are calls that came into, incoming calls to your number.  On line 9, 12 

for example, the call between you and the number of Thierry Lébéné was 1 minute -- I 13 

beg your pardon, 1 minute, 56 seconds.  For example, at line 12, we see an exchange 14 

that lasted 3 minutes and 5 seconds.  So these are exchanges, are records of incoming 15 

calls, calls coming into your telephone number.   16 

A.     [14:17:27] I could possibly explain, because other than Goumba Crépin with 17 

whom I had private personal dealings, the others -- regarding Thierry Lébéné, I believe 18 

that being part of the unit, the OCRB, we were able to capture many people who 19 

belonged to the Anti-Balaka groups.  And given that my number is not a secret, he 20 

would try to reach me to obtain explanations.  Often, they were threats that I received.  21 

So -- but contact as such with Lébéné, no.  I never -- that's what I can tell you.  22 

Q.     [14:18:52] Very well.  And when you talked for a number of minutes, you are -- 23 

I'm not quite sure I've understood what you are talking about during those minutes of 24 

conversation.  Were you giving him intelligence?  Was he giving you intelligence?  25 
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What happened?  1 

A.     [14:19:09] Well, if he was part of an Anti-Balaka group, I really didn't have any 2 

connections with any of them at all.  On the contrary, he was being tracked down.  You 3 

see, someone might take up his telephone and call you and, during that period, may 4 

not give his identity, and then ask you, "What's going on?  Why is this happening?  5 

Why are you doing that?"  So I think we had so many such calls.  But contacts as such, 6 

to talk about anything, I don't -- in particular this person, Thierry Lébéné.  7 

Q.     [14:19:58] Very well.  Thank you, Mr Witness.  I'd like to move on to something 8 

else now; namely, your contacts with the OTP.  In something that we read out today, 9 

we saw that your first contact with the OTP was on 12 February 2015, when we talked 10 

about the investigator's report.  And I'll give the reference in a moment.   11 

I'd like to read out something else from this same report.  This is a document in 12 

English.   13 

MS NAOURI:  [14:20:49](Interpretation) This is tab 33 of our list of materials, CAR-14 

OTP-2130-4041.  15 

Q.     [14:21:06] And at page 41, we see that on 12 February 2015, *senior investigator X - 16 

I'm not giving the name because we're in open court - and investigator Y met with P-17 

0787, that is your pseudonym, in Bangui, the director of the OCRB at the time.  And 18 

during this meeting, evidence was not collected or probative information, because the 19 

meeting was just intended to understand the role of the OCRB.   20 

However, it was established that some Seleka elements were present at the OCRB in 21 

2013, and the assessment was made that the OCRB might have had a limited role in 22 

assisting the OTP with requests for arrest.  And for the file, this was mentioned today 23 

on the transcript -- today's transcript, page 26, line 28, to page 28, line 9.   24 

My first question to you, Mr Witness, is this:  We realise that you were initially 25 
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contacted to assist the investigators of the OTP with their investigations.  Did you offer 1 

assistance; and, if so, what kind of assistance?  2 

A.     [14:22:39] That was in relation to information that they were looking for.  That's 3 

all.   4 

Q.     [14:22:58] Very well.  What kind of information were they looking for?  5 

A.     [14:23:01] All the activities that apparently occurred at the OCRB in an 6 

extrajudicial manner, cases of torture, violations, that sort of thing.   7 

Q.     [14:23:35] Very well.  So the OCRB could only have a limited role in assisting the 8 

OTP with arrests.  I suppose you must have talked about requests for arrest.  Do you 9 

remember any discussions about potential or possible requests for arrest?  10 

A.     [14:24:01] Requests to arrest whom?   11 

Q.     [14:24:09] Mr Witness, this is what I'm trying to find out, because I wasn't there.  12 

I'm just reading what the investigators put in their report.  They said that it was 13 

assessed that the OCRB could only have a limited role in assisting the OTP with arrest 14 

requests.  To assess this limited role of the assistance of the OCRB, my question to you 15 

is this:  If you remember, did you talk about the arrest of a particular person?  And if 16 

so, if you remember, which person was it?  17 

A.     [14:24:47] I don't remember.  I don't remember that.  Asking to arrest who by 18 

whom?  I think this contact was more of a descriptive role, how -- how the OCRB 19 

operated.  It didn't have to do with carrying out arrests.  That's not my role.   20 

Q.     [14:25:28] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Just tell us what you know about what the 21 

investigators put in their report, and that's just fine.  Now, this first meeting with the 22 

OTP investigators, were your superiors made aware of this meeting on 12 February 23 

2015?  24 

A.     [14:25:47] Of course not.   25 
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Q.     [14:26:00] Very well.  And during this discussion, did the investigators take notes?  1 

A.     [14:26:08] Yes, they always took notes.   2 

Q.     [14:26:18] Did they show you the results of the notes?  Did they ask you to sign a 3 

document after this first meeting?  4 

A.     [14:26:26] No, they didn't show any document to me, and they didn't ask me to 5 

sign any document, if I recall correctly.  They didn't ask me to sign a document.  I don't 6 

know.  I don't know.  7 

Q.     [14:26:48] That's not a problem.  Now, during this meeting, did you provide the 8 

names of people who might be of interest for the investigations of the OTP, persons of 9 

interest?   10 

A.     [14:27:05] I don't know whether I provided names.  I might -- I might get it wrong.  11 

I might be mistaken.  I don't know.   12 

Q.     [14:27:40] No problem.  Now, at this first meeting, did you receive any per diem 13 

or any reimbursement of daily expenses?  14 

A.     [14:27:53] No.  15 

Q.     [14:27:58] Mr Witness, I'd like to read out a transcript of someone who was 16 

questioned by the OTP in Bangui, and this person said the following.   17 

MS NAOURI:  [14:28:19](Interpretation) T32, page 92, line 20.   18 

Q.     [14:28:24] And the question was: 19 

"Do you remember signing a document at the first meeting?"   20 

Answer: 21 

"Yes, I believe -- I don't know if it was the end of the interview" --   22 

MS MAKWAIA:  [14:28:35] I really hesitate to interrupt counsel's cross-examination, 23 

but the circumstances are different.  She'll have to give a bit more context whether that 24 

instance where she's referring to this individual was actually given the per diem or the 25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red-ENG CT WT 15-11-2022 68/90 TICC-01/14-01/21-T-038-Red2-ENG CT RCL WT 15-11-2022 68/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Conduct of proceedings, ICC-01/14-01/21-251, dated 9 March 2022, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0787 

15.11.2022  Page 69 

expenses covered as a result of having terminated a statement-taking.  The process is 1 

not clear to me.  She's using different circumstances to put to this witness and then put 2 

it to him that as a result of that person being paid on a first meeting, therefore, he too 3 

should have been paid.   4 

I think it's not appropriate to use this investigator's note, which is self-explanatory, and 5 

which is authored by an investigator of the Office of the Prosecutor, to then draw 6 

certain conclusions from this witness.  He's already answered he was not paid any per 7 

diem as a result of this initial contact.   8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [14:29:41] Ms Makwaia, I appreciate your submission, 9 

but the witness can say whether or not at any point he was, in fact, paid any money, 10 

whether it's per diem or medical expenses or whatever the question may want to 11 

determine.   12 

Ms Naouri, please.   13 

MS NAOURI:  [14:30:04](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.  Let me get 14 

back to this passage.  Transcript 32, page 92.   15 

Q.     [14:30:18] "You signed a document during this first meeting.  Do you remember?"   16 

Answer: 17 

"Yes, I believe so.  I believe so.  I don't know if it was at the end of the interview when I 18 

signed, because we took nearly two days.  But I believe the first day I signed a 19 

document.  Usually we called that a per diem.  The hours that I think -- I think the next 20 

day when we finished -- when I gave my statement, I read it.  I read over it.  I signed 21 

and they countersigned the document.   22 

"That was the first meeting.  And you say that you received per diems.   23 

Do you remember how much the per diem was?"   24 

That was the follow-up question.   25 
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Answer: 1 

*"2,000, 2,500 or 4,000 francs I believe, just for transportation."   2 

Another witness said, *and this is transcript 36, page 47, from line 23: 3 

"Yes, very well, Mr Witness."   4 

And then the question was: 5 

"Did you receive per diems from the OTP?  That is to say, the reimbursement of daily 6 

expenses; for example, when your interview was being taken."   7 

Answer: 8 

"No, when I finished they gave me 4.000 CFA francs to pay for the taxi.  But for my 9 

entire statement, I was not paid to give a statement."   10 

So my question, Mr Witness, is this:  *During your various meetings you had when the 11 

Prosecution was making investigations, did you receive per diems to reimburse you for 12 

travel expenses, for instance?   13 

MS MAKWAIA:  [14:32:19] I maintain my objection, Madam President.  These are two 14 

completely different scenarios that are being put to the witness.  It's clear from the 15 

examples she cited at 79, line 10, and 79, line 1, these individuals had actually 16 

concluded and signed statements with investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [14:32:48] Ms Makwaia, listening to what the document 18 

Ms Naouri just read out for at least one of the witnesses, and sitting here listening to 19 

that particular witness when he testified, he did mention certain monies received on 20 

the first day.  I think if I remember from the top of my head, he spoke about money for 21 

food or something like that, then for transport costs.  Because when he spoke to the 22 

investigators then, he was in a different location and he had to come and meet them in 23 

Bangui.   24 

Please allow the question and let the witness answer.  If he has not received or if he did 25 
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not receive any money, he will say so.   1 

Mr Witness, kindly answer the question.   2 

THE WITNESS:  [14:33:51](Interpretation) I didn't receive any money.   3 

MS NAOURI:  [14:33:53](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   4 

Q.     [14:33:56] And thank you, Mr Witness.  Well, can you remember how much time 5 

after this meeting in February 2015 you met the OTP once again?  6 

A.     [14:34:16] I think it was the beginning of 2016.   7 

Q.     [14:34:29] Do you remember the month?  8 

A.     [14:34:30] The 9th month -- no, no, no.  No, I don't remember.  Maybe the 8th 9 

month.  Somewhere around there.   10 

Q.     [14:34:51] Fine.  So when we're talking about those -- the investigation, CAR-OTP-11 

2130-4041, it's said that the investigators called you to organise for your testimony in 12 

2016, but you preferred to meet them outside of Bangui.  Does that jog your memory?  13 

A.     [14:35:15] Indeed.  It was an option that was put to me, in fact, "If you don't mind, 14 

for your own security," et cetera, "we can hold this meeting outside of Bangui.  Tell us 15 

where we could meet you easily for perhaps three days so that we can talk," and that is 16 

how it came about.    17 

Q.     [14:36:05] Fine.  But it's not you who asked for the hearing or meeting to take place 18 

outside Bangui; is that right?   19 

A.     [14:36:11] No, it wasn't me.   20 

Q.     [14:36:12] Did you inform your superiors of this meeting in Cameroon?  21 

A.     [14:36:26] In order to leave Bangui, I needed a special exit authorisation, so a 22 

document was made for me and delivered to me.  I submitted that to my superior, who 23 

provided me the required exit papers.   24 

Q.     [14:36:59] Mr Witness, do you have a copy of this exit authorisation?  25 
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A.     [14:37:02] In my personal archives?   1 

Q.     [14:37:11] For example.   2 

A.     [14:37:13] If I go through them, I probably will find it.  3 

Q.     [14:37:23] Thank you.  We might ask you to look for it and then we'll go via 4 

official channels to do so.   5 

So after this telephone call which we were talking about of 15 July 2016, you had an 6 

initial telephone meeting with the Prosecution; isn't that so?  7 

A.     [14:37:51] Yes.   8 

Q.     [14:37:57] Can you explain to us how this initial telephone call proceeded?  9 

A.     [14:38:03] This initial meeting was to find out availability, practical information, 10 

security measures, so that I wouldn't broadcast or divulge anything.  And once we -- 11 

once that happened, we -- at the actual spot, we could go into the more practical stuff.   12 

Q.     [14:38:39] *Did you also discuss substantive topics in this initial conversation?  13 

*When I say "substantive topics", I don't talk about the organisation of the meeting or 14 

people who cooperated with the OTP.  I'm talking about factual elements.   15 

A.     [14:38:58] No, no, no, we didn't discuss any basic issues because it was on the 16 

phone, so we didn't talk about any substantial matters.  17 

Q.     [14:39:12] Did the investigators say they would be taking notes during this initial 18 

conversation?  19 

A.     [14:39:15] On the telephone?   20 

Q.     [14:39:22] On the telephone.  Did they inform you during this conversation that 21 

they would be taking notes?   22 

A.     [14:39:34] No.  No, they didn't inform me.   23 

Q.     [14:39:39] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  I'd like to go back to your meeting 24 

in Yaounde.   25 
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MS NAOURI:  [14:39:56](Interpretation) Just one moment, please.  I don't want to 1 

misquote if it's not -- just one moment.   2 

Q.     [14:40:04] So in Yaounde, who covered your travel costs?  3 

A.     [14:40:17] *The organisation that called me, the Office of the Prosecutor, they 4 

made available to me the forms of transport I used and a per diem.   5 

Q.     [14:40:41] Fine.  Did you have to pay initially and then they paid you back, or was 6 

everything taken care of beforehand?  7 

A.     [14:40:52] Well, in fact, where I might have had difficulties in transport between 8 

my home and the airport, that type of thing, that they could reimburse me for.   9 

Q.     [14:41:22] But you, for example, I suppose, and stop me if I'm wrong, but for the 10 

hotel, for example, did you pay and they reimbursed you or did they pay it for you?  11 

A.     [14:41:36] They paid it for me.   12 

Q.     [14:41:37] Thank you, Mr Witness.  So a last question on costs.  Did you submit 13 

any invoices to the OTP for this stay in the Cameroon, if you can recall?  14 

A.     [14:41:50] No.  No, invoice.  But other than that -- but where the meeting was held 15 

was different where -- from the place where I was staying.  And they themselves 16 

weren't in that hotel where we met.  So I had to have some form of transport, a taxi, for 17 

example, in order to go back and forth.  I think that that expense was something that 18 

they covered.   19 

Q.     [14:42:42] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, during this time when the statement was 20 

taken, was an interpreter present?  21 

A.     [14:42:50] Yes, there was an interpreter.   22 

Q.     [14:43:03] Fine.  And the investigators who communicated with you, only in 23 

English, exclusively in English?  24 

A.     [14:43:10] Exclusively in English.   25 
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Q.     [14:43:23] Fine.  When you were giving your statements, can you tell us whether 1 

the investigators, particularly given your function, asked you leading questions, 2 

questions where you answered with a "yes" or "no"?  3 

A.     [14:43:34] Yes, that happened.  It lasted for three days.  And sometimes it 4 

happened, but their attitude was to let me speak and put forward and explain my 5 

answers.   6 

Q.     [14:44:09] Thank you, Mr Witness.  I'm going to read an extract from an individual 7 

who has come to the Court.   8 

MS NAOURI:  [14:44:17](Interpretation) It's T34, 37, 20 to 27.  Those are the lines.   9 

Q.     [14:44:24] "I have a last question on your statement," that was the question.  "Do 10 

you remember how the questions were put to you?  Were the questions leading when 11 

they put them to you?"   12 

And the answer was, and it's more or less the same question I put to you: 13 

"Well, they asked questions who looked for the evidence that they were wanting to 14 

have."   15 

Would you share that point of view?  16 

A.     [14:44:51] No, I don't share it.  No, I do not share that view.   17 

Q.     [14:45:00] I was waiting for the five seconds.  Don't worry.  So could you tell me 18 

when you re-read and signed your statement.   19 

A.     [14:45:15] Once the meeting -- the session was ended, the question and answers.   20 

Q.     [14:45:37] And did you bring any changes at that moment, or did you bring any 21 

corrections when you re-read it before signing?  22 

A.     [14:45:41] With a bit of hindsight, you say, "Perhaps this," "perhaps no," or "this is 23 

what I said."  I think this is the rules of the game.  With hindsight, when you re-read it 24 

you say, "Perhaps it would have been better to put it this way rather than that way."  So 25 
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the transcript sometimes gives rise to these types of problems.   1 

Q.     [14:46:36] Fine.  And during this meeting, did they ask for your identity -- 2 

identification documents?  3 

A.     [14:46:40] Yes, absolutely.  I identified myself.  4 

Q.     [14:46:43] How did you identify yourself?  5 

A.     [14:46:45] My travel documents and also, amongst other things, I gave my ID 6 

document as well.   7 

Q.     [14:47:12] Just to be clear, your travel documents, what was that?  What did you 8 

show them?  9 

A.     [14:47:15] My passport.   10 

Q.     [14:47:27] Fine.  I'm going to show you a document.  It's CAR-OTP-2026-0051, tab 11 

65 on our list of materials.   12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:47:42] Correction:  It's 2036-0451.   13 

MS NAOURI:  [14:48:10](Interpretation)  14 

Q.     [14:48:11] I think the channel has changed, Mr Witness, for you.  It's channel 1.  15 

Can you see the document displayed, Mr Witness?  16 

A.     [14:48:17] Yes, I see it.   17 

Q.     [14:48:22] What is it?  18 

A.     [14:48:23] It's a page of my passport with my photo.   19 

Q.     [14:48:34] Is it this ID piece that you showed the OTP investigators when you met 20 

in Yaounde?  21 

A.     [14:48:39] Yes, this is the document.  22 

Q.     [14:48:58] Fine.  So we see the expiry date, 11 September 2017.  So since then, did 23 

you obtain another passport?  24 

A.     [14:49:12] Yes.  Two others, in fact.  25 
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Q.     [14:49:27] Did the investigators ask you to identify you again after that meeting in 1 

Yaounde?  2 

A.     [14:49:32] No, no.   3 

Q.     [14:49:42] Thank you, Mr Witness.   4 

MS NAOURI:  [14:49:43](Interpretation) I'd like to show you a document.  It's 62 of our 5 

list of materials.  And I have finished with this.  CAR-OTP-2054-0950.  And I'd like to 6 

go to page 0951.   7 

Q.     [14:50:19] So can you see the document, Mr Witness?   8 

MS NAOURI:  [14:50:21](Interpretation) Perhaps we can enlarge it a bit.  This is tab 62.  9 

Q.     [14:50:29] This is an authorisation for the hearing from the Ministry of Security 10 

from the Central African Republic so that individuals can be heard by the OTP 11 

investigators.  And at number 4, we see your name as a superior officer of the OCRB, a 12 

former officer.  And the date is 12 May 2017.  So here this is a document which is done 13 

after the event, after your visit in Yaounde in 2016.   14 

My first question:  Have you already seen this document, Mr Witness?  15 

A.     [14:51:09] I'm discovering it now.   16 

Q.     [14:51:35] Fine.  Did you receive another authorisation, other than the one you see 17 

today, in order to continue to work together or cooperate with the investigators?  Did 18 

you get a document from your superiors?   19 

MS NAOURI:  [14:51:55](Interpretation) This document can be removed from the 20 

screen.   21 

THE WITNESS:  [14:52:02](Interpretation) Must I answer this?   22 

MS NAOURI:  [14:52:05](Interpretation)  23 

Q.     [14:52:06] Go ahead.   24 

A.     [14:52:08] Yes.  Me or some other colleagues were recipients intended for this note.  25 
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I don't know who the minister wanted to send this note to.  I don't know.  But maybe 1 

not for us.  2 

Q.     [14:52:32] But you remain in contact with the investigators after your meeting in 3 

Yaounde in 2016; isn't that so?  4 

A.     [14:52:40] Yes, yes, we stayed in contact.  There was a follow-up of the initial work 5 

carried out.   6 

Q.     [14:52:59] And you didn't ask authorisation from your superiors to remain in 7 

contact with OTP investigators of the ICC?  8 

A.     [14:53:07] No, these contacts are usually of a security nature, did you enter safely, 9 

were there any threats, did someone know that you were going there, et cetera, et 10 

cetera.  Those were the types of concerns.  And what about your family, for example.   11 

Q.     [14:53:38] Thank you.  So how did you remain in contact with the OTP?  What 12 

form of contact?  13 

A.     [14:53:41] Generally speaking, it's the bureau, the OTP that phoned me.   14 

Q.     [14:54:03] Fine.  Did you have to collect information for the OTP after your 15 

meeting in Yaounde?  16 

A.     [14:54:08] 2016, in fact, we were looking at the situation which was current in 17 

OCRB, the situation between 2013 until 2014.  When I went to Yaounde, I went with the 18 

maximum amount of information.  And to collect more after that, it was security work, 19 

so you're always looking for information which you obtain here and there.  But to 20 

specifically collect it, that's a different thing.   21 

Q.     [14:55:16] I'm going to show you a document.   22 

MS NAOURI:  [14:55:19](Interpretation) It's 52 in our list of materials.  It's CAR-OTP-23 

2130-6568.   24 

Q.     [14:55:37] The document is going to be displayed, Mr Witness.  This is an e-mail 25 
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sequence between you and an investigator of the OTP *between 21 October and 2 1 

November 2016, a little after your session in 2016.  And I'm going to read out to you the 2 

first e-mail of 2 November 2016 in the page 6566 until 69: 3 

"Good evening, Mr Sophil" --   4 

Oh, I see it's not yet displayed.  Let's wait for a moment.   5 

MS NAOURI:  [14:56:31](Interpretation) It goes over two pages, 21 October 2016 -- I'll 6 

take advantage of the situation that we're in public session, and we refer to the 7 

investigators as investigators, but do not give their names or first names.   8 

Q.     [14:56:46] Is that all right?  9 

A.     [14:56:46] That's fine.   10 

Q.     [14:57:07] Well, I'm going to read out the e-mail.  It says: 11 

"Good day, Mr Sophil,  12 

"I hope that you are well and that you returned safely to Bangui.  After our 13 

conversations, did you get some additional information on the following details?   14 

"1. The name and perhaps the telephone number of Boda Alpha 2?   15 

"2. More details on Sonia who works at the OCRB.  16 

"3. The contact details of (Redacted) and the student who were imprisoned in 17 

the trucks  18 

"4. More detail on the family of the two youths taken in the photos in the OCRB with 19 

you" -- oh, I'm sorry, "OCRB with weapons."  Sorry, I'm getting tired.  And: 20 

"5.  Do you have the SD card of Hanylah Awal?"   21 

MS NAOURI:  [14:58:12](Interpretation) If you can continue, go down a bit, scroll 22 

down, please.  It's the next page.  It's the page 6569.   23 

Q.     [14:58:26] "Those questions are linked to details which arose when we met.  I 24 

would ask you never to take any risks or carry out investigations on behalf of the ICC.  25 
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I only would like details if they are easily available to you."   1 

And you answered the same day.   2 

MS NAOURI:  [14:58:43](Interpretation) So if we could go back to the page 6568.   3 

Q.     [14:58:48] "I received your message and I will try and answer the elements of the 4 

response that I have.  Thank you."   5 

So my first question to you:  Do you remember this exchange of e-mail, Mr Witness?  6 

A.     [14:59:01] Yes, madam.  It's on subjects that we touched upon and discussed.  7 

There were some details, some minor details.  And I promised that once I was back in 8 

Bangui, I would try and find and send them the information.  9 

Q.     [14:59:32] So what did you do to get this information?  10 

A.     [14:59:35] This is not really information -- it's not information that's very 11 

complicated.  The name and perhaps the telephone number of Boda Alpha 2, he was 12 

the commander of the section in the gendarmerie.  And the telephone number of 13 

(Redacted).  He also worked at the OCRB.  And also the fourth and the fifth point, I 14 

didn't have access to that information, I think.  They asked me if I could have it, but I 15 

didn't have access to that information.  16 

Q.     [15:00:41] Thank you, Mr Witness. *This is an email from 27 October 2016, where 17 

the investigator says: 18 

"Hello, Mr Sophil, have you found something?"   19 

And you answered a week later, and this is page 6568, and this is from 2 November 20 

where you answered -- I'm going to wait until it's displayed.   21 

MS NAOURI:  [15:01:31](Interpretation) The same page, actually.  But if you could 22 

scroll up, page 6568.  I must acknowledge I've lost my bearings with the electronic 23 

version.  I'm trying to get a look at the first e-mail.   24 

Q.     [15:01:47] So it begins as follows: 25 
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"Good morning, sir.   1 

I'm providing you some available information.   2 

"1. Boda Alpha, his real name is Dote Judes, is chief warrant officer of the gendarmerie, 3 

currently working at the search and investigations section.   4 

"2. The number of Ms Sonia who was with me at the OCRB is as follows," redacted, 5 

"and the number of Mr Thaddee also a former Seleka from the OCRB is," redacted.   6 

"3. The contact information for (Redacted) is as follows," redaction.  "He is currently in 7 

France."   8 

"4. Despite the research done in this neighbourhood where the mother of these children 9 

was living, I was not able to find any trace of them.  Some reliable people have hinted 10 

that this lady may have left Bangui to go live in one of the provinces."   11 

A.     [15:03:10] This case was revealed to the office.  That was the case of the two 12 

children.  They were orphans.  And a gendarme had left a weapon at the entrance and 13 

then fled.  The lady, the mother hid the weapon for a while, and she went to the 14 

neighbourhood chief to report this, because already there had already been a kind of a 15 

raid on everyone who was holding military weapons.  So she went to the 16 

neighbourhood chief and she reported this.  And at the end, she said that at the 17 

entrance the Seleka left the weapon and his uniform and he left, "so if you could come 18 

and get his possessions."  The leader contacted the, the DGA, the deputy director-19 

general of the police, Mr Rakis, and said to him, "Well, there is this discovery 20 

somewhere."  And so the DGA came with his men, and these two boys had come back 21 

from school.  They were taken with the weapon and they were taken to the OCRB.   22 

Unfortunately, they were -- they took photographs of a vehicle that was unloading 23 

other weapons, other weapons.  And the children were asked to be videoed beside this.  24 

They first refused.  They were threatened, then ultimately a photograph of them was 25 
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taken.  A few days later, they were taken and they never came back.  And some cross-1 

checking was done, and ultimately it was revealed that the --  2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:05:47] Overlapping.  The witness concluded his response by 3 

saying that:  Ultimately after the cross-checks, it was found that these children had 4 

been shot in cold blood because they had -- they were in possession of military 5 

weapons.   6 

MS NAOURI:  [15:06:04](Interpretation)  7 

Q.     [15:06:04] Thank you for that information, but that wasn't my question.  Now, 8 

subsequent to this request from the investigators, how did you go about trying to track 9 

down the mother?  You're a professional investigator.  How did you try to find the 10 

mother of these children?  This is what is of interest to me.   11 

A.     [15:06:29] The lady was initially located, and their home was located in an area 12 

close to a -- close to PK12, northern exit from Bangui.  And the home was found close 13 

to that location.  That's all the information we had.  And then I tried to determine -- 14 

well, to try to find the relatives of these children.  I was unable to do that.   15 

Q.     [15:07:26] Very well.  Thank you.  And how were you able to get Thaddee's 16 

contact information?  17 

A.     [15:07:42] Thaddee was with us at the OCRB.  Some colleagues did have his 18 

contact information, so that's how I was able to get his contact information.  19 

Q.     [15:07:52] Very well.  So you were still in touch with some former colleagues from 20 

the OCRB?  21 

A.     [15:07:55] Yes.   22 

Q.     [15:07:57] And how did that come about?  23 

A.     [15:08:00] Well, there was also a telephone directory there as well with the 24 

numbers of everyone who was working there.  We would provide our contact 25 
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information just in case something might happen.   1 

Q.     [15:08:17] Very well.  Just to ensure I've understood properly, when you got 2 

Thaddee's number (Redacted), was that from the telephone directory or from the 3 

colleagues?  Just so that this is clear on the transcript.   4 

A.     [15:08:47] I know that we did have a telephone directory.  Whether the number I 5 

got from the directory or from a colleague, it was one of the two.   6 

Q.     [15:08:54] Thank you.  Thank you for that, Mr Witness.  Now it also mentions an 7 

SD card.  Do you remember how you provided that SD to the OTP investigators, if you 8 

did hand it over to them?  9 

A.     [15:09:12] No, I don't think I sent them that card.  I don't know -- indeed, during 10 

my -- when I was questioned, I did mention that SD card, but ultimately ...  11 

Q.     [15:09:38] Very well.  I'll show you an investigator's report.   12 

MS NAOURI:  [15:09:43](Interpretation) This is number 33 on our list, page 4042.  This 13 

is an English document, CAR-OTP-2130-4041.   14 

Q.     [15:10:03] And it reads as follows: 15 

"We met with the witness in Bangui and we provided an SD card as" --   16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:10:21] Apologies from the interpreter.  The English version is 17 

not --  18 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:10:27](Interpretation) Could you please slow down for 19 

interpretation.  Thank you.   20 

MS NAOURI:  [15:10:35](Interpretation) Thank you.  Thank you for the reminder.  I'll 21 

resume.  22 

Q.     [15:10:40] "He confirmed," that's you, Mr Witness, "that it was the original SD card 23 

as confiscated and that the CAR police had viewed the files contained on the card."   24 

So my question was this:  Did the investigators record this properly?  Does this refresh 25 
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your memory?  Do you have anything you might want to add to this report?  1 

A.     [15:11:14] Yes, I can confirm this information.   2 

Q.     [15:11:33] Thank you, Mr Witness.  So in paragraph 119 of your statement, tab 1 3 

and tab 2, CAR-OTP-2130-0893.  At paragraph 119, you said, and I quote: 4 

"One evening in 2014, I stopped a vehicle with four Seleka on board.  They were all 5 

armed.  We found some telephones on them.  The French helped me go through the 6 

phones at the time."   7 

I'll stop at this point.  My question has to do with how the French helped you analyse 8 

the content of the phones in 2014.  For example, did you get some kind of analysis 9 

report done by the French?  Explain to us what happened.  10 

A.     [15:13:05] The telephone that we found on this gentleman was locked, actually.  It 11 

was locked.  And the gentleman refused to unlock it.  And we informed -- we were able 12 

to inform the public prosecutor's service, and they had no other means to unlock it.  13 

And our friends assisted us with this, and I believe they were able to unlock the phone.  14 

It was just a matter of security measures to check this.  And after we got this memory 15 

card, that's what happened.   16 

Q.     [15:14:09] Very well.  Were you there -- were you present there when the French 17 

helped with the phone?   18 

A.     [15:14:25] Yes, I was there myself.  I was present.   19 

Q.     [15:14:33] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Thank you for that.  And so in the 20 

investigator's report, we read that the CAR police had viewed the contents.  Can you 21 

tell us how that happened?  22 

A.     [15:14:47] It was for the purposes of the investigation.  The rape -- rape is a 23 

violation or a crime that is punished under the CAR Criminal Code, and we were going 24 

about investigations of what happened.   25 
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Q.     [15:15:21] Thank you, Mr Witness.  So you always kept this memory card.  How 1 

was it stored or kept?  2 

A.     [15:15:31] It was placed in an envelope and sealed.   3 

Q.     [15:15:49] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Last question on this.  How were you able to 4 

get this card and then hand it over to the OTP investigators if it was in a sealed 5 

envelope?  6 

A.     [15:16:02] Well, I kept it with me.  7 

Q.     [15:16:15] So between 2014 and 2016, you kept this memory card in a sealed 8 

envelope on you in your own possession, right on you; is that what I am to 9 

understand?  10 

A.     [15:16:30] Yes, ma'am.  11 

Q.     [15:16:41] Thank you, Mr Witness.  And other than the elements and people you 12 

helped locate for the OTP, did you provide any other information to the OTP 13 

investigators to the best of your recollection?  14 

A.     [15:16:53] I don't think so.   15 

Q.     [15:17:02] Very well.  Did you inform your higher-ups, your superiors, now that 16 

we have specific examples, did you inform them of any follow-up on these exchanges 17 

with the OTP investigators?  18 

A.     [15:17:14] Well, you see when -- when the hierarchy authorises us to leave, we 19 

have a duty to come back and give a report.  But it's not a detailed report.  It's, 20 

basically, we -- we explain that -- I explain that I was on mission to Cameroon and that 21 

I was back.  It was that kind of report.  It was not detailed.   22 

Q.     [15:18:14] Very well.  So during the Confirmation of Charges hearings, did the 23 

OTP contact you and let you know that your statement would be used by the Court?  24 

A.     [15:18:31] I know that my statement was going to -- was for the Court, but I don't 25 
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know about whether it was used for the Confirmation of Charges.  I'll have to pass on 1 

that question.  2 

Q.     [15:19:08] No problem.  Now, when you were informed that you would be asked 3 

to testify in open court at the ICC, did you get authorisation from your superiors?  4 

A.     [15:19:16] Yes, I did obtain authorisation, written authorisation.   5 

Q.     [15:19:28] I think you've anticipated my question.  And do you have that written 6 

authorisation; and if so, could you provide a copy if necessary for the purposes of these 7 

proceedings?  8 

A.     [15:19:40] Yes, I do have the document with me here in The Hague but not right 9 

here.  I do have it.  I have it in a container or a book bag.   10 

Q.     [15:20:07] Another document, 0009, tab 64.  CAR-D33-0014-0009.   11 

MS NAOURI:  [15:20:40](Interpretation) Let me repeat the number -- oh, there it is.  12 

Thank you.   13 

Q.     [15:20:44] Can you see this document?  We'll zoom in a bit.  This is a statement, as 14 

we see here, or a declaration, rather, that the person in question states that he or she 15 

has met with staff of the OTP of the ICC and received the following information about 16 

the role and obligations of an intermediary of the OTP.  So my question is this:  Were 17 

you shown such a document, Mr Witness?  If you don't remember --  18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:22:05] Overlapping.   19 

MS NAOURI:  [15:22:07](Interpretation)  20 

Q.     [15:22:08] This is a standard document and we have redacted all identifying 21 

information.  My question is this:  Were you shown such a document, a document --  22 

MS MAKWAIA:  [15:22:18] I'm sorry to interrupt, Madam President.  A standard 23 

document to whom?   24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:22:26] I think counsel did say that this is a document 25 
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that a witness who testified before this court -- it's a declaration shown to a witness of 1 

this court.   2 

MS MAKWAIA:  [15:22:45] No, Madam President, if we look at number 7 it's clear to 3 

whom this kind of standard document is destined.   4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:23:02] Ms Naouri. 5 

MS NAOURI:  [15:23:02](Interpretation) Your Honour, may I?  We have actually shown 6 

this standard document to other witnesses.  This is standard for certain people.  We 7 

know that the witness has assisted the OTP with investigations.  We did exactly the 8 

same thing with the previous witness.  We asked the previous witness whether he had 9 

been shown such a document.  The witness is free to answer "yes" or "no."   10 

We are coming to the end of cross-examination.  This has been done in the past.  The 11 

witness is quite able to answer whether or not he has been shown such a document.  12 

This is really quite a neutral sort of thing.  When we did this with the previous witness, 13 

everything was fine, and now this seems to be a problem.  14 

MS MAKWAIA:  [15:23:54] Madam President, counsel knows very well that this 15 

document, as reflected at paragraph 7, is destined for specific individuals who do 16 

specific functions and roles for the Office of the Prosecutor.  This is a witness of fact 17 

before you who's testifying in function of his statement.  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:24:25] Because I'm looking at the document in line 19 

with tab 68, the e-mail exchange or exchanges between this witness and a staff of the 20 

Office of the Prosecutor where he gave certain information but for, I think, the fourth 21 

and fifth issues that were requested by that staff of the OTP, which you may say puts 22 

him in line of an, in quotes, maybe intermediary, or you don't think that this witness 23 

can tell whether or not he has seen this document before, counsel?   24 

MS MAKWAIA:  [15:25:11] It's not that, Madam President.  In addition to that, these 25 
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are contracts that are undertaken between the Office of the Prosecutor and persons 1 

who are actually designated as intermediaries.  This is a witness of fact before you.   2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:25:27] Well, I appreciate that.  That makes it easy.  3 

The witness can say no, he has never seen this kind of a document, or he has never 4 

signed this kind of a document.  5 

MS MAKWAIA:  [15:25:39] My objection is also to the phrasing of the question that this 6 

was a standard document.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:25:44] Okay.  8 

MS MAKWAIA:  [15:25:46] It's not standard.  It's specific to individuals who are 9 

intermediaries with the Office of the Prosecutor.  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:25:49] That's very much appreciated.  Thank you 11 

very much, Madam Prosecutor.  Thank you.  12 

Mr Witness, in any event, have you -- did you see this document?  Was it presented to 13 

you at all by the Office of the Prosecutor?   14 

THE WITNESS:  [15:26:14](Interpretation) To the best of my memory, no.  No, ma'am.   15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:26:17] Thank you very much.   16 

And thank you, Ms Makwaia.   17 

Ms Naouri.   18 

MS NAOURI:  [15:26:24](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   19 

Q.     [15:26:29] A few final questions, Mr Witness.  Minor questions.  I realise that we 20 

have already discussed that topic, so I'll drop those questions.   21 

MS NAOURI:  [15:26:56](Interpretation) I have concluded my cross-examination.  This 22 

marks the end of the Defence's cross-examination, your Honour.   23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:27:02] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri.  And 24 

thanks for your generosity again today with respect of time.  Thank you.  25 
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Madam Prosecutor, do you have any questions in re-examination, please?   1 

MS MAKWAIA:  [15:27:16] I have no further questions for the witness, Madam 2 

President, your Honours.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:27:21] Thank you very much.   4 

We have, Mr Witness, you're going to allow us to put one or two questions to you from 5 

the Bench, and I'm going to call on my colleagues to put questions to you.  We're very 6 

thankful for your cooperation with the Court.   7 

I'm going to ask Judge Flores to put her question to you, please.  Thank you.   8 

JUDGE FLORES:  [15:27:52] Thank you.   9 

Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  I just have one question.   10 

Today you described a procedure in place in 2013 when you were talking about the 11 

role of the public prosecutor, Tolmo, and you mentioned that everything in 2013 12 

happened under the public prosecutor - the charges, the questioning, and the 13 

continued detention of persons.  You were very specific in indicating that this 14 

procedure continued under Tolmo in 2013.  My question is this procedure that you 15 

described continued during the time the Seleka took control of this OCRB, can you 16 

describe a little bit further the role of Prosecutor Tolmo during that particular period?  17 

THE WITNESS:  [15:28:45](Interpretation) Thank you for your question.  When you are 18 

a professional in this line of work, you go by the code of criminal procedure.  We 19 

respect that.  When the Seleka came into Bangui and invaded the city, I don't think any 20 

proceedings -- or for the most part, proceedings were no longer respected.   21 

I'll give an example.   22 

We had to -- at the instruction of the prosecutor, we had to go to the central 23 

headquarters and find people who had not been subjected to a preliminary 24 

investigation but who had been placed in the central headquarters.  And we would 25 
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begin questioning them.  But that is not provided for in the procedure.  And there were 1 

many extrajudicial events.  So that is -- well, this is a profession that you learn.  You 2 

can't just dive in and say that you can do it.   3 

JUDGE FLORES:  [15:30:51] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:30:54] Judge Ugalde.  Thank you.   5 

JUDGE UGALDE GODINEZ:  [15:30:59] Thank you, Judge.   6 

Mr Witness, I have two questions.  My first question is on 14 November, transcript 7 

T037, page 79 of the English realtime transcript, you said that you saw General 8 

Mazangue at the OCRB.  Could you please specify when you saw General Mazangue at 9 

the OCRB?  Thank you.   10 

THE WITNESS:  [15:32:02](Interpretation) Thank you.  Bearing in mind that I'm a civil 11 

servant within the OCRB, when the president, at that time the transitional president, 12 

decided to replace the director by Mr Mazangue, he introduced himself to the unit in 13 

front of everyone.  It wasn't hidden.  It wasn't -- he was there.  And it was on this 14 

occasion that I saw him.   15 

JUDGE UGALDE GODINEZ:  [15:32:47] Thank you, Mr Witness.   16 

Mr Witness, I have one final question.  In your witness statement at paragraph 97, you 17 

describe that at the OCRB, you said:   18 

"We would see the Seleka using violence against prisoners in the compound."   19 

At paragraph 98, you state, and I quote: 20 

"Mahamat Said and Tahir were often present when this was going on and it happened 21 

under their instructions, though, I never saw them doing any beating themselves.  Said 22 

would ask questions from his desk under the tree and then he would casually call for 23 

the prisoners to be beaten if he was not satisfied with the responses."   24 

The question is, how do you know that?  How do you know that it was Mr Said giving 25 
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these instructions?  1 

THE WITNESS:  [15:34:24](Interpretation) Thank you for the question.  I must admit 2 

that I was in the OCRB and we said hello to each other.  It's the gentleman which -- 3 

whom I knew and respected.  We were -- he was polite.  He was enormously polite.  4 

But all those men in the OCRB were under his orders, under his command.  And all 5 

these cases or incidents of violence which have been pointed out could not go 6 

unnoticed because he installed himself outside the building, outside the building.  And 7 

from the inside, from the building, there were openings that looked out onto the 8 

exterior, onto the outside, and we could understand and see what was going on.   9 

JUDGE UGALDE GODINEZ:  [15:35:53] Thank you, Mr Witness.  10 

Madam President, I have no further questions.   11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [15:35:57] Thank you very much, Judge Ugalde.   12 

Mr Witness, I have no questions for you, but I want to thank you very much for your 13 

cooperation with the Court, on behalf of this Chamber and, indeed, on behalf of the 14 

Court generally.  We wish you well in your future endeavours and we wish you a very 15 

safe journey back home.  Thank you.   16 

I note that the Prosecution's next witness would be P-1429 for tomorrow.  I'm going to 17 

rise the Court at this point and allow the witness to leave the Court, and the Prosecutor 18 

and representative for victims, we'll all meet here tomorrow at 9.30.  Thank you very 19 

much.   20 

Thank you again, Mr Witness.  Safe journey.  Bye. 21 

(The witness is excused) 22 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:37:06] All rise.   23 

(The hearing adjourned in open session at 3.37 p.m.) 24 
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