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1 International Criminal Court
2 Trial Chamber V
3 Situation: Central African Republic II
4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard
5 Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18
6  Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and
7 Judge Chang-ho Chung
8  Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1
9  Friday, 16 July 2021
10 (The hearing starts in open session at 9.30 a.m.)
11~ THE COURT USHER: [9:30:54] All rise.
12 The International Criminal Court is now in session.
13 Please be seated.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:31:22] Good morning, everyone.
15 Could the court officer please call the case.
16 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:31:30] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
17  Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
18  Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
19  And for the record, we are in open session.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:31:46] Thank you.
21 T ask for the appearances of the parties, please.
22 First, Mr Vanderpuye for the Prosecution.
23 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:31:52] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
24 your Honours. Good morning, everyone. Good morning, Witness.

25  Today the Prosecution is represented by Sylvie Wakchom to my left, Yassin Mostfa
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1 behind her, and myself, Kweku Vanderpuye.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:03] Thank you.
3 Ms Rabesandratana.
4  MS RABESANDRATANA: [9:32:05](Interpretation) Mr President, for the other
5  crimes, Ms Paolina Massidda and myself. Thank you.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:14] Thank you.
7 Mr Suprun.
8 MR SUPRUN: [9:32:15] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. The former
9  child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of
10 Public Counsel for Victims. Thank you.
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:28] Thank you.
12 And now to the Defence, Ms Dimitri.
13 MSDIMITRIL: [9:32:30] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
14 your Honours. Good morning, everyone. Mr Yekatom, who is present in the
15 courtroom, is represented this morning by Mr Thomas Hannis,
16  Ms Yousra Lamqaddam, Ms Sabrine Bayssat, Mr Florent Pages-Granier and myself,
17 Myléene Dimitri.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:46] Thank you. And Mr Knoops.
19  MRKNOOPS: [9:32:49] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours, everyone in
20  the courtroom. Our Defence team today comprises of Ms Sara Pedroso and
21 Ms Barbara Szmatula and myself.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:00] Thank you.
23 And good morning, Mr Witness.
24 WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0884 (On former oath)

25  (The witness speaks Sango)
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1 THE WITNESS: [9:33:07](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:10] And also a good morning and a welcome
3 to Ms Mbida at the video-link location, so to speak. Do you hear and understand me
4 well?
5 MSMBIDA: [9:33:26](No interpretation)
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:32] Unfortunately we did not hear her, but I
7  assume -- I hope that there is a connection. Okay.
8  Ms Mbida, you were muted, I am told. So ...
9 MSMBIDA: [9:33:46](No interpretation)
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:58] I think we understood this and this was
11 the opposite of muted then, if there is any, so to speak.
12 We continue now with the examination of this witness.
13 Mr Vanderpuye, you have still the floor.
14 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:34:14] Thank you, Mr President.
15 QUESTIONED BY MR VANDERPUYE: (Continuing)
16 Q. [9:34:19] Good morning, Witness. I'd like to pick up from where we left off
17  yesterday.
18 A, [9:34:28] (Overlapping speakers)
19 Q. [9:34:29] Mr President, I have -- good morning.
20  Thavejust a few, a few questions I wanted to put to the witness in private session and
21  then we can go back into public session.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:38] If you say so.
23 Private session.
24 (Private session at 9.34 a.m.)

25  THE COURT OFFICER: [9:34:53] We are in private session, Mr President.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:56] Thank you.

2 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:35:00] Thank you.

3 Q. [9:35:03] I'd just like to ask you a few questions about your period in Cameroon
4 and some of the people you spoke to or met.

5 Do you know someone by the name of (Redacted).

6 A. [9:35:54] Yes, I know him.

7 Q. [9:35:57] (Overlapping speakers) how do you know this person?
8 A. [9:36:10] I knew him in Cameroon.
9 Q. [9:36:14] And what can you tell the Chamber about him.
10 A, [9:36:28] We got to know each other in Cameroon. He was living in the same

11 house as Yakete. After I arrived on the very first day, (Redacted).were living in

12 the same house, but the house was rented by Yakete. Say -- they came and took me
13 and led me to Yakete's place. So, to be frank, we knew each other in Cameroon. He
14 might have been a soldier or a civilian. Really, I do not know.

15 Q. [9:37:20] Do you know anything about what he was doing with Yakete,

16  (Redacted) and others in the house where they rented?

17 A. [9:37:44] No, I had absolutely no idea about what he -- they were doing. Even
18  Yakete, I did not see him with my own eyes. When I arrived he had already left.

19 Q. [9:37:58] (Overlapping speakers) know that he left because somebody told you
20  that or one of these -- one of these people you spoke to told you that?

21  A. [9:38:25] No, no one told me about them. I know that all of them were in

22 the same party, KNK, so they fled the country to go there.

23 Q. [9:38:42] Do you know someone by the name of (Redacted) ?

24 A, [9:39:04] Yes, I know him very well.

25 Q. [9:39:07] How do you know (Redacted)?
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1 A, [9:39:26] Yes, his name is (Redacted).

2 Q. [9:39:29] How do you know him?

3 A, [9:39:45] He is a police commissioner. He fled the war to Cameroon.

4 Q. [9:39:50] When you say that he was in Cameroon, do you mean that he was in

5  Yaoundé or someplace else?
6 A. [9:40:09]1donotknow. We metin Douala in some bars. He was living
7 inahotel, so Ireally do not know. He probably lived in Douala, but I did not spend
8 much time in Douala. That's what I can tell you. He lived in Yaoundé, he had
9  receive some training there, he had Cameroonian friends. So when he was there he
10 was protected by Cameroonian friends also, but I did not know what he did precisely.
11 Q. [9:40:57] How do you -- how do you know him yourself?
12 A.  [9:41:14] We know each other very well because we were living in the same
13 neighbourhood. He is like a big brother to me. We knew each other when he was
14 still a student. We grew up together and we are from the same village. This is
15 someone I know perfectly well. Iknow him very well.
16 THE INTERPRETER: [9:41:38] Repeats the witness.
17 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:41:44]
18 Q. [9:41:44] Do you know someone named (Redacted)?
19 A.  [9:42:00] Yes, I know him very well.
20 Q. [9:42:05] How do you know him?
21  A.  [9:42:22] Before, (Redacted)
22 (Redacted). So we know each other
23 very well and him, in particular, he left the country two months before the arrival of
24 the Séléka. During that period he was in France.

25 Q. [9:42:52] And when you say they're from the same village as you, what village
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1 are you talking about?

2 A, [9:43:14] (Redacted)

3 (Redacted)

4  (Redacted)

5  (Redacted)

6  (Redacted), but the fact is we know each other very well.

7 Q. [9:43:56] Do you know someone by the name of (Redacted)?

8 A. [9:44:20] No, I do not remember. From the name he must be from the Gbaya

9  ethnic group (Redacted), but I do not know him very well.

10 Q. [9:44:37] Do you know someone named (Redacted)?

11 A. [9:44:52] No. Ido notknow him.

12 Q. [9:44:57] And do you know someone by the name of (Redacted)?

13 A. [9:45:10] No. Idon't know him.

14 Q. [9:45:12] The people that you do know, what was their relationship to Bozizé or

15 Bozizé's circle of people?

16 A. [9:45:46] I have already told you (Redacted). His

17 (Redacted). He is very close to Bozizé.

18  THE INTERPRETER: [9:46:25] From the Sango booth: The witness is addressing
19 himself directly to the interpreter. And he wants to know whether he should talk
20  about the other people whose names were mentioned yesterday.

21 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:46:42] I received a message from the interpreter.

22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:46:44] Yeah, yeah. We, also.

23 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:46:45] I'm not sure that I followed it. Maybe he

24 can -- maybe he can repeat it.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:46:49] Yeah, yeah, absolutely.
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1 Mr Witness, you talked to -- directly to the interpreter. Please tell us what you were
2 asking him and then you continue from there. That would be kind. Thank you.
3 THE WITNESS: [9:47:16](Interpretation) Yes, I would like to say that the names that
4 the Prosecutor mentioned yesterday, do you -- does he want me to give more details
5  justlike the names he gave today?
6 MR VANDERPUYE: (Overlapping speakers) we're coming to that --
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:47:38] It's of course up to the Prosecutor, but I
8  think simply the fact that the witness knew somebody does not tell us so much. So if
9  he could -- it's up to you, but if he could provide us with information what these
10 people did, what their relationship to other people were, I think that could be helpful.
11 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:48:04] That's what I aim to -- to find out.
12 Q. [9:48:09] All right, so you've mentioned (Redacted). (Redacted). Did he have
13 any connection to Bozizé?
14 A, [9:48:29] (Redacted).
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:48:31] I think that was a misunderstanding.
16  Mr Witness, the other person, (Redacted) that you mentioned, was there any
17  relationship to Mr Bozizé or the people around him that you know of?
18 THE WITNESS: [09:49:09](Interpretation) Can I answer that question?
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:49:14] Of course, yes.
20 THE WITNESS: [9:49:18](Interpretation) (Redacted) is a commissioner. He worked
21  with Bozizé and he was a commissioner. That was the link. But (Redacted)
22 (Redacted). And this
23 is the one that [ know. (Redacted)
24 (Redacted).

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:50:04] Mr Witness, I take it from what you
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1 told -- or asked the interpreter and then referred to, that you have more information
2 about the people you were asked about yesterday, names. So I have to admit I don't
3 know them all anymore, but you might have -- you have obviously thought about it.
4 Soif you have information about certain of the names and persons that you were
5 asked about yesterday, feel free to tell us what you know.
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:50:51] Mr President, would you like to tackle that now or -- I
7  had planned to tackle it in my examination but not at this particular juncture.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:50:59] Okay, then I would say you have your
9 plan. But then, then please explain it to the witness --

10 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:51:04] No problem, I was -- (Overlapping speakers)

11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:51:07] -- that it will be done later.

12 MR VANDERPUYE: Yes.

13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:51:08] And perhaps it -- perhaps it might be

14 better that you put again the names to him and -- but, on the other hand, this also

15  takes quite some time, you are aware of that, and you have a lot to cover.

16 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:51:19]1do, I do.

17  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:51:20] If I look at -- at least at the evidence that

18  you anticipate. And if you know what has to be -- has to come now, our time is

19 limited. And the Defence has also to have her questioning time.

20 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:51:35] Understood. Maybe we can go to -- one second.

21 One last question before, before we move on.

22 Q. [9:51:51] In respect to the individuals you just named, that's (Redacted)

23 (Redacted), did they have any relationship to Mr Ngaissona

24 that you're aware of?

25 A, [9:52:24] Yes. (Redacted), for example, knew Ngaissona very well. Ngaissona
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1 was minister of youth and sport, (Redacted)

2 (Redacted) and Ngaissona know each other very well.

3 Asto (Redacted) and Ngaissona, I do not know. And (Redacted), similarly.

4 Q. [9:52:56] And while you were in Yaoundé, for I think you said it was around

5  three weeks or so, were you aware of whether or not General Bozizé was also in

6  Yaoundé at that time?

7 A, [9:53:29] Yes. During that period, Bozizé was there also, but he was living in

8 aresidence allocated to him by the Cameroonian government. But I do not know

9  precisely where he was. He had left the country before me, so I don't know.
10 Q. [9:53:59] At a certain point -- well, let me ask just one last question in this area.
11 You didn't participate in any meetings with any of these individuals, do I have that
12 right?
13 A.  [9:54:31] Never. Never. Inever had a meeting with those people.
14 Q. [9:54:38] And did they discuss with you any meetings that they had amongst
15 themselves or with other people?
16 A. [9:55:07] No, I never heard of a meeting amongst them. Iknow only that
17 Bernard Mokom went regularly to Bozizé's residence. Thatis all I know. But
18  during the period I was there, I was never aware of any meetings. It was when I was
19  in Bangui that I heard of meetings, but when I was myself in Cameroon, I never heard
20  of them.
21 Q. [9:55:45] All right. Well let's, let's do that then, let's go back to Bangui. That's
22 what Iintended to do.
23 You left Cameroon at some point -- yes, you left Cameroon at some point and you
24 returned to CAR; is that right? After three weeks you were there? All right.

25 A. [9:56:16] Yes, that's correct.
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1 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:56:19] (Overlapping speakers) can go into open session, I

2 think we should be okay.

3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:56:23] Yes.

4 Open session.

5 (Open session at 9.56 a.m.)

6  THE COURT OFFICER: [9:56:38] We are back in open session, Mr President.

7 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:56:43] Thank you.

8 Q. We'rein open session, so just to be mindful of that.

9 Do you remember about when it is that you got back to Bangui? What month, say?
10 A. [9:57:26] I no longer remember very well, but it was before August, July, August.
11 Inany case, before those two months, that's when I returned to Bangui.

12 Q. [9:57:47] And when you got back to Bangui were the Séléka still looking for you,
13 asfar as you knew?

14 A. [9:58:14] Already at the airport I was persecuted, I was almost arrested at the

15 airport. There was a misunderstanding and I told them that I would not move. We
16  started arguing and I told them that I was not moving an inch. This was at the

17  airport and I was confident because there were about 400 French soldiers providing
18  protection, so I told them I was not leaving. We had exchanges. The French saw us
19 and asked us what was wrong. That was at the exit. Itold them that I was

20  returning from Cameroon. Ihad fled the war. ButI came back because I was

21  suffering too much in Cameroon. [Idid not have money. Butmy children were

22 suffering from Bangui. Isaw on the television that people were being killed and I

23 decided to go back to Bangui.

24 And even when I was going back, some friends told me, advised me not to go back, so

25  at the airport I said I was not moving. The French protected me and they said, "Look,
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you are not going to harm everybody." They did not have any weapons, so they
could not do anything. So the French asked me where I was living. I told them

I was not living too far away and they told me they could accompany me, they could
escort me. Even if it was in Boy-Rabe, they could go and leave me there. I told
them they could leave me before the ASECNA building and that is where I went.

The next day these people came with at least 20 vehicles looking for me. I fled and
went into the bush. And so I spent nights in various places in the bushes. So as
soon as I arrived I was already persecuted.

Q. [10:00:47] Did you ever speak to a gendarme by the name of Ouandji (phon)?
A. [10:01:05] Yes. After my return to Bangui, this gendarme was received by
Djotodia and Djotodia asked him whether he was aware of a young person who had
come back from Cameroon and that they had to investigate. This person was living
in the same neighbourhood as me and he asked me whether we could meet. And I
said, yes. So he said he heard that I was related to Bozizé and I had been in
Cameroon, so what happened. I told him that nothing happened. Ihad problems
feeding myself, I did not have money and I took the decision to return home. Even if
I had to die, it would be best to die in my home, because the suffering in Cameroon
was unbearable. That is why the gendarme, who was accompanied by two other
gendarmes, made his report. And he told me, "Look, let me tell you this, don't go to
the centre of town, be very careful, don't go out, don't go just anywhere. Iam going
to make a report and submit to the prosecutor." The person who had commissioned
the report. So that is what we discussed. Unfortunately this gendarme is now
deceased.

Q.  [10:02:58] Did he tell you that they were looking into certain meetings that took

place in Cameroon regarding the renverser de la régime de Djotodia. Did you discuss

16.07.2021 Page 11



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-055-Red2-ENG et WT 16-07-2021 12/79 T CC-OHA4-B1H8TF055RedENCGWNTH6-0720241279 NB-F
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the publicteetesstfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0884

1 that with him?
2 A, [10:03:42] Yes. He asked me questions like that, to see whether in Cameroon
3 we'd had meetings with the purpose of organising a coup d’état. And I said, no,
4 I didn't know what had been happening there, I was not aware of that. Ijust said
5 thatI'd had a nightmare time there. Ididn't get enough to eat and so on and that's
6  why I decided to come home. But all the rest that was going on, I was not aware of.
7 Q. [10:04:15] You were friendly with this gendarme, right?
8 A. [10:04:33] He was 60. I was like his son. He lived in the same neighbourhood
9 asldid. He called me to his place to hear me with two other gendarmes then. And
10 he knew that there would have been a problem if he'd called me to the gendarmerie,
11 which is why he called me to his house. And that's why -- he was older than me and
12 he considered me rather like a son.
13 Q. [10:05:10] Did he tell you who they suspected of being involved in these
14 meetings to overthrow the government or overthrow Djotodia through a coup d’état?
15 A. [10:05:40] No, no, he didn't mention any names. He just said that some
16  dignitaries of the overthrown regime -- well, he talked a lot about the Gbaya, but he
17 didn't mention any names.
18 Q. [10:06:01] All right. And did he tell you where these meetings took place in
19 Douala, Cameroon -- in Douala or Yaoundé or Bertoua, or anything like that? Or
20  when?
21 A.  [10:06:33] In fact he didn't mention any particular location. He talked about
22 Cameroon. He only questioned me once at his house and then the second time he
23 called me back to give me a report of his meeting with heads of state. And I said that
24  I'wasn't going anywhere. SolIsaid I wasn't in the neighbourhood, I was in the bush.

25  And that was the end of that.
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1 Q. [10:07:13] When you were back in Bangui, did you remain in contact with
2 people that you met and knew that was in -- that were in Cameroon?
3 A. [10:07:49] No, not initially we were not in contact. It was only later in August,
4 September time that I started contacting them. They called me to ask what had
5 happened in August, but immediately on my return I was not in contact with them.
6 Q. [10:08:22] All right. Who contacted you in August or after August while you
7  were in CAR from Cameroon?
8 A. [10:08:58] The person who contacted me first of all was Bernard Mokom and
9  then later it was Ngaissona who called me. He had my number when he was in
10 Bangui.
11 Q. [10:09:17] Ngaissona had your number -- I'm sorry, could you repeat that, what
12 you said?
13 A.  [10:09:35] Yes, I said that in August the person that called me was Bernard
14 Mokom and then later in September Ngaissona called me. Lieutenant Lamkague
15 alsodid so. But whatI did say, that he had my number when he was in Bangui.
16 He didn't have it in Cameroon, but he had it when he was in Bangui.
17 Q. [10:10:17] All right. Who else were you in contact with besides Bernard
18  Mokom and Mr Ngaissona?
19 A. [10:10:41] No, I didn't have contact with all of them. At some
20  time they found my number and would call me.
21 But I would like to explain how they came to have my number. Idon't know
22 whether I am allowed to -- (Overlapping speakers)
23 Q. (Overlapping speakers) Yes, I think so.
24 A, [10:11:04] -- give that explanation.

25  When I returned to Bangui, the Séléka were looking for me and, once I had finished
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1 with the gendarmes, the Séléka invested in Djotodia and they started firing in

2 Boy-Rabe. And then after that they went to Boeing, where they were also firing.

3 Every day was the same thing. They were pillaging, stealing personal belongings.

4 One day, on the day of Djotodia's investiture, they started firing in Boy-Rabe from 12

5  till 1500 hours, and people were fleeing, women were fleeing. ~After that, at 3 o'clock,

6 they went to Boeing. People were on their vehicles and there were 40 vehicles.

7  They took some mattresses from the population. We were astonished to see what

8 washappening. We didn't know what was going on.

9  And then, shortly afterwards, there was a French military patrol. I stopped them
10 andIsaid, "Are you aware of what's happening?" The poor women are fleeing
11 in--no petrol -- and they were obliged then to leave. It was raining and the French
12 military arrested Séléka. During this time there were people who were hit by loose
13 shots. So with the French military we saw the French -- we -- we saw this was
14 happening and then -- then we asked them to calm things down or they -- they started
15 disarming the Séléka.
16  And it was because the -- there were French soldiers there that the situation was
17 calmed. And then we said that you have been lucky;, it's because these French
18  military have stopped you, have arrested us, but tomorrow we're going to come back,
19  we're going to spend five years running this country. Don't worry. And then we
20  said that doesn't matter, we are going to call on these people, they are going to come
21 andsaveus. And these people had to block the perimeter of the airport to save us.
22 Q. (Overlapping speakers) explain how it is --
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:14:31] (Overlapping speakers) I think there is an
24 overlap now. We have some problems with the transcript anyway.

25  Mr Vanderpuye, please wait until the interpreters have finished.
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1 THE WITNESS: [10:14:54](No interpretation)
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:14:57] They have now finished, but we did not
3 hear your question, Mr Vanderpuye --
4 MR VANDERPUYE: Oh, thank you.
5 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: -- because there was an overlap.
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:15:04]
7 Q. [10:15:04] My question is I thought you were going to explain how it is they got
8  your telephone number. So if -- if you could come to that, that would be helpful.
9  Or maybe I misunderstood, but that's what I thought you were explaining.
10 A. [10:15:37] I said that Ngaissona had my telephone number in Bangui. We were
11 like big brother and younger brother. So that's how he had it. Bernard Mokom
12 asked for my number. Idon't know who gave him my number.
13 It'simportant that I finish the explanation that I was giving, that it has significance.
14 Q. [10:16:20] Did you have Mr Ngaissona's phone number before you went to
15 Cameroon?
16 A. [10:16:33] Yes, I had his number. But I didn't have his number in Cameroon,
17 but we had each other's Central African numbers.
18 Q. [10:16:51] Okay. And Bernard Mokom, did you have his number before you
19  went to Cameroon?
20 A. [10:17:09] No, I didn't have his number.
21 Q. [10:17:11] And did you contact Mr Ngaissona while he was in Cameroon and
22 while you were in Bangui? In other words, after you had returned to Bangui from
23 Cameroon, did you -- did you directly contact Mr Ngaissona?
24 A. [10:17:40] No, I didn't contact him. Isaid that it was he who called me

25  following a demonstration that we organised at the airport. And that's why I said
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1 it'simportant to give you a picture of what I undertook in August which caused him
2 to contact with me. And if I explain that to you, you will understand better, I think.
3 You are now asking questions and I hadn't finished my explanation, which would
4 have facilitated, I think, your understanding of the situation.
5 Q. [10:18:30] We'll come to that. I first want to ask you some questions about who
6  you were in contact with in -- generally, how often you were in contact with them,
7  and about what. So we can do that and then if you have further explanation you
8  want to give, that would be -- that would be welcome, I think.
9  Interms of Mr Bernard Mokom, how often would you say you were in contact with
10 him after August or in August?
11 A. [10:19:20] He called me but not very regularly. This was 10 years ago, of
12 course, but he did call me.
13 Q. [10:19:31] What about Mr Ngaissona, how often did he contact you?
14 A. [10:19:50] We would call each other frequently. I called him, he called me.
15 And also when he was travelling, he would call me to know what the situation was in
16  the country.
17 Q. [10:20:08] All right. And so after the tarmac demonstration --
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:20:12] I just have a question, it's (Overlapping
19  speakers)
20 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:20:15] Sorry, Mr President.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:20:16] I think I indicated that already. Contacts
22 might be relevant somehow, but isn't it more important what the contacts were about
23 and people can talk about private things, they can talk about things that have to do
24 something with the case or so. Do you intend to elicit this from the witness?

25 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:20:38] I do, Mr President. There are about 10 people he is
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1 in contact with and I want to establish that first and then I want to talk about
2 the content.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:20:46] Okay. So you don't plan to do
4 this -- because you could also think, at least, to say now we have -- you have
5  established there was contact to person A, what did you talk about? You could do it
6 this way, but okay, I won't (Overlapping speakers)
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:21:00] I understand (Overlapping speakers)
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: It's up to you. Okay, please (Overlapping
9  speakers)
10 MR VANDERPUYE: I completely understand where you are.
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:21:03] Okay. Please continue.
12 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:21:05]
13 Q. [10:21:05] Were you in contact with Maxime Mokom during this period?
14 A. [10:21:21] Yes, I had contact with Maxime Mokom. It was his father Bernard
15 Mokom who put me in contact with him. It was his father who gave my number to
16 Maxime Mokom. So, initially, I didn't know who was calling me. It was -- I
17 understood later that it was Maxime Mokom who was calling me. And when I saw
18  him in person, I was surprised, because I knew him. But every time he said he was
19 commander, so later I understood that the person calling us commander was
20  Maxime Mokom.
21 Q. [10:22:14] What did you discuss with Maxime Mokom when he called you? Or
22 youspoke to him. Maybe you called him too. What did you discuss?
23 A, [10:22:37] Maxime Mokom called me frequently to know what was happening
24 inBangui. I'd told him you're in Zongo but you're asking question to know what

25  the situation -- whether the Séléka were carrying on killing in Bangui. He wanted to
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1 know about the security situation. Sometimes he said he was holding meetings in
2 the provinces and he wanted to know whether there was a movement in
3 the provinces, the Anti-Balaka, was I aware of this, was I the one who was
4  coordinating this. And I told him what was happening in Bangui. And this was
5  the sort of thing that we were talking about.
6 Q. [10:23:33] What did you talk to his father about, Bernard Mokom?
7 A. [10:23:53] How did that take place? Well, when in the month of August
8  the Séléka were firing at the population and when they promised to come back
9  (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15  (Redacted).
16 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:25:07] Mr President, I think we probably should go to
17 private session.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:25:12] Yeah, I agree.
19  Private session.
20  (Private session at 10.25 a.m.)
21  THE COURT OFFICER: [10:25:23] We are in private session, Mr President.
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:25:29] Thank you.
23 Q. [10:25:30] Witness, I've asked to go to private session because you're talking
24  about the (Redacted).

25  Butin terms of the substance of your conversations with Bernard Mokom, the reason

16.07.2021 Page 18



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-055-Red2-ENG et WT 16-07-2021 19/79 T —JCC-BHH4BIH-TFO55RedENGIWII6-0720211949NB-T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the publicteetesstfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0884

1 why I asked why, how long and how often you'd spoken to him is because I can
2 imagine that the subject matter of those conversations varied from time to time.
3 Solet me put it more directly: Did you speak to Bernard Mokom about
4  the development or structuring of the Anti-Balaka at any point between August and
5 December of 2013?
6 A. [10:26:28] No, no. When he called me, he didn't talk of the Anti-Balaka. He
7  called me because, as I said, (Redacted)
8 (Redacted). The Séléka were firing. They promised to return. And because I had
9  seen that every time they came back there were killings and crimes being committed,
10 going to the church would have had the same result, it was -- therefore (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted). They
13 were in 40 vehicles and they still fired. (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 The FOMAC coordinates security actions, they wanted to know who was
16  (Redacted). It was absolutely pouring.
17 There were all these children there. (Redacted).
18  And the international community was getting agitated because the French
19  ambassador had seen the children. And other foreigners who were there were
20  surprised.
21 And I think it was the ambassador or (Redacted)
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)
4 (Redacted)
5  (Redacted)
6  (Redacted)
7  (Redacted) and the international community got in touch with Djotodia
8  tosay that this was a very serious situation (Redacted).
9  (Redacted).
10  Soit's because of those events that we had contact, Bernard Mokom and I. And he
11  called me from his number and I said, "Who's that?" And he said, "It's Bernard
12 Mokom. (Redacted) and that was good. May God protect you." And we
13 keptin -- remained in contact with other. And he said, (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17 (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19  (Redacted)
20  And then in September Ngaissona rang me and he rang me, "Hey, young man, how
21 areyou? And you are comfortable there but we are suffering." He told me that
22 (Redacted). AndlI
23 said, (Redacted)."
24 And that's how we achieved what happened with Djotodia. And that -- we got

25 money and that enabled us to look after some people who were wounded and so
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1 on
2 And if we hadn't done that, then we wouldn't have achieved what we did and that's
3 what caused people to get in touch with me, with Mokom, Ngaissona and other
4  people. Other people called me as well. ButI--1didn't know everybody who
5 called. But (Redacted), Bernard Mokom put me in touch with
6  Maxime Mokom, but he didn't say who he was exactly initially, he said he was
7 acommander. And it wasn't until much later that -- that's the story.
8 Q. [10:32:50] That's a very full explanation. I appreciate that.
9  After (Redacted) you were in contact with Maxime Mokom, Bernard Mokom
10  and Ngaissona and other people, you said. In the course of that period of time did
11 you discuss with anyone, other than Maxime Mokom, about the Anti-Balaka? Just
12 so that -- just so that we're clear about it. It's very specific in terms of the time, which
13 is after (Redacted) until December 5, and the subject matter, which is the
14 Anti-Balaka. Did you -- did you have a discussion with anyone other than
15 Maxime Mokom about that in that period of time?
16 A. [10:34:05] No. After that (Redacted)
17 (Redacted)
18  and the soldiers and the gendarmes who were there interfered. There was
19  (Redacted)
20  (Redacted)
21  (Redacted). SoIwas in contact with
22 Maxime Mokom and during our discussion (Redacted)
23 (Redacted) Bossangoa he had started gathering
24 together the Anti-Balaka. People could see what they were doing on television.

25  People could see what FOMAC was doing. So from the province, right down to
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1 Bangui, it was Maxime Mokom and his father coordinating.
2 Maxime Mokom encouraged me to persist. One day, when they were going to come
3 to Bangui, he came -- Djotodia was chasing them and Mokom called me. I told him,
4 "Look, you are in Zongo, you are aware of what is happening and you are calling me
5 to ask what is happening here. Is that how you are coming to chase Djotodia out?
6 In that case you will have to come to Bangui."
7  So it was through those conversations that I knew that things were happening. At
8  the time I did not know who was the responsible person, but he was the one who was
9 the coordinator.
10 Q. [10:36:47] All right. You said that Maxime Mokom told you that he was
11 organising Anti-Balaka in Bossangoa; is that right? Do I have that right?
12 A. [10:37:09] Yes, that is what he told me. He told me that he was following all
13 the efforts I was making in the country, that they were aware of it. He asked me
14 whether I was aware about the advance of the Anti-Balaka. And Isaid, no. And
15 thatis when he told me that he was the coordinator with the Anti-Balaka alongside
16  his father.
17 Q. [10:37:57] I want to ask you about a few things and I'll come back to this. Do
18  you remember in your interview talking about a place called Gobéré?
19 A, [10:38:29] Yes, this is Gobéré in the Gbaya language. I did not have
20  the opportunity to go there, but I know that it is Bozizé's village.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Ms Dimitri.
22 MSDIMITRI: [10:38:46] I'm sorry for the interruption. I don't want to interfere, but
23 if we left the (Redacted), perhaps we could go back in open session.
24 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:38:54] (Microphone not activated)

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:38:55] Indeed, thank you. That's very
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1 thoughtful. You are right.

2 Yeah, we go back to open session. Thanks.

3 (Open session at 10.39 a.m.)

4  THE COURT OFFICER: [10:39:13] We are back in open session, Mr President.

5 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:39:18]

6 Q. [10:39:18] I was asking you about Gobéré and you -- you just indicated that

7  you believe that it was Bozizé's village. And what did you learn about Gobéré in

8 relation to the Anti-Balaka movement?

9 A. [10:39:55] What I heard about Gobéré was that when the Séléka were advancing
10  in order to take over the country, the Gbaya soldiers who fled went to Gobéré. They
11 were there in contact with Maxime Mokom. There were 17 of them who went to
12 Gobéré and there they started using the term Anti-Balaka. It was like a ritual.

13 In the meantime, when the Peulh -- or, rather, the cattle belonging to the Peulh went
14 and destroyed the farms of the villages, they used that force to fight against

15 the Peulhs.

16  Now, when the 17 soldiers went there, they took advantage of that situation and

17  joined that ritual reinforce that group in order to come and fight. So they followed
18  asort of traditional training. And so when they came out into the towns, they

19  trained other people until they travelled right down to Bangui.

20 During that time there were highway robbers who were racketeering traders passing
21  on the roads, so the Anti-Balaka were fighting against the highway robbers. And
22 these robbers were invulnerable. So the 17 soldiers trained this group of people

23 around them and then they started taking over towns and villages. At that time they
24 started fighting against the Séléka Muslims. This is to tell you that Gobéré was

25  avillage where people were being trained, people were receiving a sort of ritual or
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1 traditional training, if I can put it that way.
2 Once you are in Gobéré, you are sort of initiated, you become a man when you come
3 to thatvillage.
4 Q. [10:42:46] And other than the ritual training, are you aware of any other types of
5  training such as military training or combat training that took place in Gobéré?
6 A. [10:43:23] Well, I was not the only one to hear about it. All Central Africans
7  talked about it. The 17 people who went there were all soldiers and they already
8  knew how to handle weapons. When they went there it was to protect themselves
9  with the supernatural powers so as to become invulnerable, if I can say it that way.
10 Q. [10:43:55] And how many people were trained at Gobéré or went to Gobéré to
11 be traditionally trained or otherwise, to your knowledge?
12 A. [10:44:32] I said a short while ago that there were 17 of them.
13 Q. [10:44:41] And was Dieudonné Houronti one of them?
14 A, [10:44:59] Yes, Dieudonné Houronti was amongst them. He is a gendarme.
15 Q. [10:45:05] And he would be in a position to know how many elements were
16  trained at Gobéré, do you think?
17 A. [10:45:34] No, I am not in a position to know. He is the one who received that
18  training. Ihave no idea.
19 Q. [10:45:46] My question is - and maybe it was a mistake on my part - he would be
20  the person to ask, not you; is that fair to say? He would know how many elements
21  were trained there, not you?
22 A. [10:46:20] No, no, no, I couldn't know that.
23 Q. [10:46:27] Okay. Let me show you a document, it is tab 26,
24 CAR-OTP-2060-0596.

25  Before we broadcast it let me just check something real quickly.
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1 Okay. It'sall right, we can broadcast it.
2 Asyou can see this is an Anti-Balaka communiqué de presse number 8, it's dated
3 16 March 2014. And at the bottom of the page you'll see a list of names.
4  First, I take it you recognise the names that are on here, Maxime Mokom as
5  coordonnateur national des opérations; Sylvestre Yagoussou, coordonnateur de zone; and
6  Emotion Namsio.
7~ WhatI'd like to do is go to the next page of this document.
8 If we go to number 13 on this page, person by the name of Bejouane Richard. Is this
9 aperson that was at Gobéré?
10 A. [10:48:38] No, that I don't know, but  know him. He is from Boali. But
11 whether he was in Gobéré or not I do not know.
12 Q. [10:48:52] All right.
13 Let's go to the next one at line number 22. Bozando Richard, was he at Gobéré?
14 A. [10:49:20] No, I do not know. He was 50 kilometres away from Bossangoa.
15 Thatis where he started his training. He is not a soldier.
16 Q. [10:49:37] Okay. Let's go to number 26.
17 Here it says Colonel Andilo Ngaibona, number 26, was he at Gobéré?
18 A. [10:50:08] I-- I do not know about him. He is a native of Bouca. He was also
19 achief. In Gobéré it was much more soldiers and I knew them. The others I heard
20  about them. Colonel Andilo is a civilian from Bouca.
21 Q. [10:50:37] Now, you might have noticed that the three individuals who I
22 showed you on this document have an X marked next to their numbers, that is
23 number 13, 22 and 26 on this document. And if I were to tell you that you are
24 the person who put the X next to those names as indicating them -- as indicating that

25  they were in Gobéré, what would you say to that?
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1 A, [10:51:29] Well, yes, even if I am the one who indicated that, I might have been
2 mistaken. Itis possible that they were in Gobéré without my knowing about it. But
3 those who were there and for whom I received information were soldiers.
4 Q. [10:51:55] Okay. And just for the Chamber's reference, this would be found at
5  tab 47, CAR-OTP-2072-1419 at pages 1671 -- sorry, 1867, 1860 and -- yes, 1867 and
6 1860.
7  I'd like to show you another document, that's CAR-OPT- -- tab 25, sorry,
8  CAR-OTP-2060-0590.
9  What you have here now is another document, it's dated 14 February 2014. I think
10  you've seen this one before. Yes, that's right, I'm reminded by Mr President's
11 observation that it says at the back of it that's it's actually completed on
12 17 February 2014. But, in any event, you can see it's a declaration (Interpretation)
13 Declaration of Anti-Balaka combatants relating to the security situation in the Central
14 African Republic.
15 (Speaks English) We'll need to go to ERN page ending 0594.
16  AndI'm going to ask the same questions again. If we start with number 6,
17 Ouapoutou Benjamin, was he at Gobéré?
18 A. [10:54:21] Yes, but he's a civilian. Now I remember. This was nine years ago
19  so my memory is not that fresh.
20 Q. [10:54:36] That makes sense. What about number 8, Lebene Thierry?
21 A. [10:54:57] Yes, he was at Gobéré also.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:55:06](Overlapping speakers) Just shortly for the
23 record --
24  THE WITNESS: [10:55:09](Interpretation) He was ComZone in the 7th

25 arrondissement.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:55:13] The ERN for tab 47 is
CAR-OTP-2072-1849, not 1419.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:55:23] Oh, sorry, I misspoke.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:55:25] It can happen.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:55:28]

[10:55:29] Number 13 -- oh, Thierry Lebene, also known as 12 Puissances, right?
[10:55:50] Yes, that was his nickname, 12 Puissances.

[10:56:01] Mazimbelet, number 13, Guy, also in Gobéré?

[10:56:15] Yes, he is also from Gobéré.

o > O > 0O

[10:56:19] Yadjoungou, number 14; Mokpem, number 16; Donoh, number 17;
and Houronti, number 19 on the next page. In Gobéré, to your recollection?

A. [10:56:54] Yes, all of them were in Gobéreé.

Q. [10:57:02] And these are members of the Coordination de Mouvement Anti-Balaka
in 17 February or 14 February 2014, right?

A.  [10:57:28] That is correct. Some of them were members of that group and

the others have titles on that document.

Q.  [10:57:49] Oh, and just before I leave this document, number 21 is

Maxime Mokom as the coordonnateur national des opérations in February 2014; is that
right?

A. [10:58:16] Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:58:19] I think when you leave that document
perhaps it makes sense to have the coffee break until 11.30.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:58:27] (Microphone not activated)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:58:28] Yeah, okay. So we do that, we have now

the break.
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1 THE COURT USHER: [10:58:31] All rise.

2 (Recess taken at 10.58 a.m.)

3 (Upon resuming in open session at 11.32 a.m.)

4  THE COURT USHER: [11:32:55] All rise.

5  Please be seated.

6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:33:23] Mr Vanderpuye, you still have the floor.

7 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:33:28] Thank you, Mr President. Good morning, again.

8 Q. [11:33:33] Good morning, Witness.

9  Ithink I had just shown you a document which you had previously marked in your
10 interview. Butyou mentioned that you -- that in Gobéré there were 17 military there.
11 SoIwondered if you can recall who those military men were.

12 A, [11:34:20] Yes, I know some of these military members. I'm sure I know them.
13 And that's what I can say about them.

14 Q. [11:34:37] Do you recall their names?

15 A. [11:34:47] Yes, I can recall certain names.

16 Q. [11:34:54] Allright. Why don't you do that. Let the Chamber know which

17  names you're aware of were militaries at Gobéré.

18 A. [11:35:20] Okay. Dieudonné Houronti. Bama Clement. And then there was
19  Mokpem, Mokpem. Iwould prefer for you to show me the document again that we
20  saw earlier so that I can refresh my -- my memory. And then there was also Dangba.
21  Heis another person who was in Gobéré.

22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:36:09] Yeah.

23 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:36:10] Yeah, would you like to see the previous document I
24 showed you?

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:36:13] I think that makes sense.
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1 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:36:14] (Overlapping speakers)
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:36:15] Absolutely that makes sense, so it's ...
3 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:36:17] Okay.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:36:19] Otherwise the witness might forget some
5 names that -- that he is at the moment, without having refreshed his memory, not
6 awareof. Good.
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:36:27] All right. There -- there are a couple of them.
8 Q. [11:36:29] So let me show you the one we just left off with, I think which was
9  tab 25, CAR-OTP-2060-0590.
10 Oh, it's right in front of me. Sorry about that.
11 Thisis a document, as I mentioned before, that you marked with an X to indicate
12 which members or which people you believe at the time were at Gobéré.
13 So if we can go to the previous page, that might -- I just want you to confirm that
14 that's -- if that's your recollection today. So the previous page would be 0593, 1
15 think--4. Okay. And soyou can see the names there. Ouapoutou, Lebene,
16  Mazimbelet, Yadjoungou, Mokpem, and then you have also Donoh there.
17 A. [11:37:43] Okay. Ouapoutou was also in Gobéré¢, but I would make the point
18  that he was a civilian. Lebene Thierry was in Gobéré and he was a civilian.
19  Mazimbelet was in Gobéré, he was military. Mokpem Guy Gervais was in Gobéré
20  and he was military. Lieutenant Donoh was military. And there were other people
21  in Gobéré and they were civilians.
22 And there are other people whom -- from the FACA that I don't know. Iknow that
23 you are talking about the information that says that there were 17 people there.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:38:43] I think for this document it's enough,

25  because on the next page I think he has mentioned the names that he recalls already,

16.07.2021 Page 29



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-055-Red2-ENG et WT 16-07-2021 30/79 T —JCC-BHH4BIHTO55RedENGIWII6-0720213049-NB-TF
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the publicteetessifred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0884

1 so perhaps --
2 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:38:54] Yes, indeed. Thank you, Mr President.
3 Q. [11:39:25] Let me show you another document, tab 14, CAR-OTP-2030-0280.
4 This is an organigramme du mouvement Anti-Balaka, as you can see in the title of it.
5  So the first thing I want to ask you is - and obviously I think I can already predict
6 the answer - you recognise some of the names that are in this document and you can
7  see Mokom and Andjilo and Ngaissona and Banoukepa Lin. And if we go down, I'd
8  like to ask you about some of the names there under "Commandants des zones
9 militaires".
10  Okay, and among these names do you -- do you see -- we can see some people that
11 you've already named, "Ouronti”, for example, Dieudonné, Bama Clement, Lebene's
12 there.
13 Florent Kema, do you recognise that name?
14 A, [11:40:32] Yes, yes,  know him. He was military. He was also in Gobéré.
15 Q. [11:40:44] And below that you can see "Mazimbele", who you mentioned before.
16 Do you know someone by the name of Yvon Steve or Steve Yvon Konate?
17 A. [11:41:07] Yes, I know Konate.
18 Q. [11:41:12] Was he in Gobéré, to your knowledge?
19 A. [11:41:25] No, I'm not sure about that. He was based at the M'Poko camp. He
20  was at the FOMAC force's camp. He was protecting himself there. He had taken
21  refuge. And thenin November he left to go and hide somewhere need Sibut,
22  Damara, somewhere like that. Idon't recall -- I'm not sure that he was -- that he
23 went to Gobéré.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:42:14] Mr Witness, do you have an idea when

25  this organigram might have been produced?
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1 THE WITNESS: [11:42:24](Interpretation) No, I don't remember that. And I don't
2 even know who drew it up.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:42:40] We understand this, Mr Witness. But
4 could you perhaps make an estimate, was it -- do you think it was sometime in 2013
5 orsometime in 20147
6 THE WITNESS: [11:43:10](Interpretation) Maybe towards 2014.
7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Thank you.
8 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yeah, I'm -- I'm sure. It's certainly in 2014.
9 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:43:20]
10 Q. [11:43:20] And just -- just so that I -- if we could go to the top of the document,
11 please, you see a name which is written "Banekipa", "Banekipa". Do you recognise
12 thatname? At the -- we've to go to the top of the document, please.
13 A, [11:44:12] I'm still waiting for a question.
14 Q. [11:44:15] Do you recognise the name "Banekipa" at the top of the document?
15 A, [11:44:29] Yes, [ know him. ButI only met him physically very recently. He is
16  the lawyer of General Bozizé.
17 Q. Okay.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:44:56] So perhaps it may help you if you see
19  there -- at least if we take this what -- what we read here, that at some point in time,
20  obviously - or not obviously, at least according to this document - the coordonateur
21 général politigue was Mr Banekipa Lin, and the coordonateur général politique adjoint
22 Mr Ngaissona.
23 So could this help you to identify when this document might have been produced?
24  THE WITNESS: [11:45:47](Interpretation) Well, I'm -- I don't know anything about

25  this document. Idon't know how Banekipa was the general political coordinator
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1 and I don't know how Ngaissona here -- is down here as deputy general political
2 coordinator. I--Isaid that Ngaissona was the general political coordinator. But
3 Idon't know the context. ButIdon't know how he got this post. But it was only
4 after he returned to Bangui that he became the general political coordinator of
5 Anti-Balaka. But I know nothing of what happened prior to that.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:46:36] Okay. Thank you. Thank you. That
7 will -- that will do for the, at least try to identify the date.
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:46:46]
9 Q. [11:46:47] Now you mentioned -- well, you have obviously identified a few
10 people, a few militaries that were in Gobéré. How is it that you know that they were
11 in Gobéré to begin with?
12 A. [11:47:09] They themselves told me when they came to Bangui in December.
13 And they explained that. They told me that when the situation was difficult, 17
14  soldiers went to Gobéré to create the Anti-Balaka movement with their coordinator
15 Maxime Mokom. And they were hearing him referred to as "commander" and didn't
16 know it was him. And it was only when they came to Bangui that they explained
17 what had happened.
18  In other words, when the situation became difficult they went to Gobéré, but I only
19  found out then how many military went to Gobéré to create the Anti-Balaka
20  movement.
21 Q. [11:48:16] And to your understanding and based on your conversations with
22 those individuals, did they go to Gobéré for the purposes of organising a group to
23 fight the Séléka?
24 A,  [11:48:40] Yes, yes. In December, when they were already in Bangui, they

25  explained that point that they had been to Gobéré in order to form the Anti-Balaka
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1 group.

2 Q. [11:49:03] Did you learn how long they had been in Gobéré before they came to

3 Bangui?

4 A, [11:49:25] No, I know nothing of that.

5 Q. [11:49:29] And do you know how it is that they organised to go to Gobéré to

6 begin with? How is it that they happened to be there?

7 A.  [11:49:54] Yes. AsIsaid, when the Séléka chased out the military because they

8  wanted to kill them, they withdrew to Gobéré. And Gobéré, there was a sort of

9 initiation phase, they wanted to complete their military training with rituals in order
10 to become invulnerable and attack the Séléka. And after they came to Bangui they
11 explained the situation bit by bit to us so that we could understand what had actually
12 taken place.
13 Q. [11:50:48] Maybe my question was a little imprecise. But my question really is,
14 how is it that they managed to be at the same place at the same time for the same
15  purpose? So were they in contact with another, was there a plan to go to Gobéré, or
16  do you think or did you learn that it just happened to be improvised?
17 A. [11:51:28] Yes, but they can't have gone there without some sort of agreement.
18  There must have been some discussion before they went there. They travelled to
19  there on -- on foot and it's a hundred kilometres or 300 kilometres. They came from
20  different places. That's the information that they gave me.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:51:59] Okay, I think --
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:52:00] It's clear enough.
23 Q. [11:52:00] They also came down by foot to carry out the attack on Bangui; isn't
24 thatright?

25 A, [11:52:19] Yes, they travelled on foot and it took them several days. They
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1 themselves gave me this information.
2 Q. [11:52:34] And they told you how they organised in order to do that so that they
3 could be there around the same time, around the same place. Is that what your
4 understanding was?
5 A. [11:52:59] They simply told me that they went there because of the crimes being
6 committed by the Séléka. They went there for training so that they could come back
7  and fight the Séléka. When they came back to Bangui, they gave me this information,
8  this information relating to the creation of the movement.
9 Q. [11:53:24] Okay. Did they ever tell you how it is that they were supported, if
10 they were supported, when they went to Gobéré? Food, basic sustenance,
11 communication, things like that.
12 Just one second, I think we have a -- it looks like we might have a communication
13 problem with counsel. I'm not sure.
14 THE COURT OFFICER: [11:54:10] The counsel will reconnect to the session.
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:54:14] (Microphone not activated)
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:54:16] I think we wait. We have to wait
17 asecond.
18  In the meantime, so I not forget it, I can already announce, you know it, but that
19  nobody forgets it, that on Monday we have different sessions: We start at 11.30 until
20 10'clock. Then from 2 o'clock until 3.30, afternoon. Then from 4 o'clock until 5.30,
21  exceptionally.
22 MSDIMITRI: [11:54:51] Mr President, I was asked by the detention centre that when
23 there is a change, especially on Mondays because they have phone calls, if
24 the information could be sent to the detention centre, so they know that they won't

25  get there before 5.30 and reschedule the phone calls. Thank you.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:55:14] Absolutely. That makes sense. Thank
2 you. Wewill do that. Registry will do that.
3 And also, since we are here and are waiting, the Chamber is aware of the discussion
4 about transcripts and so on and we are at it, so to speak. We are shortly before
5  the recess, so we will -- will do something at the moment and we will see how far we
6 come with that. So I only want to -- let me put it this way, we are aware of it, we
7  have taken note, and we will try to do something about it.
8  So counsel tries to reconnect, so we perhaps have to have a little bit of patience.
9  (Pause in proceedings)
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:58:29] Do we know what the problem is?
11 Because we had that already and the reconnection functioned relatively quickly.
12 THE COURT OFFICER: [11:58:44] Mr President, the problem is in Cameroon at the
13 video location, the video-link location. It is not a technical problem here in
14 the courtroom.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:58:58] So, yet I think the witness is -- would not
16  say is entitled, so to speak, to have counsel. I think we -- until we do not entertain
17  issues that would tackle Rule 74, perhaps we could simply continue.
18  I'm not very comfortable with it, but otherwise we would have to stop here and
19  simply wait.
20  Any views on that by the parties?
21 MR KNOOPS: [11:59:32] Mr President, if the witness would consent, I would say
22 thatit's possible to proceed with the suggestion.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:59:40] Good idea. Thank you.
24 Mr Vanderpuye, any thoughts?

25 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:59:47]1--1--yes, I have some thoughts. The concern that
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1 Thaveisin the absence -- because the subject matter is such that, conceivably, it
2 would implicate Rule 74 considerations, I -- without the consent of his
3 counsel - maybe we can secure that over the phone - I don't see really how to proceed
4 in her absence -- you know, in her absence (Overlapping speakers)
5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:00:21] (Overlapping speakers)
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:00:21] I thought about how I could phrase the question to
7  avoid (Overlapping speakers)
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:00:26] (Overlapping speakers)
9 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:00:28] (Overlapping speakers) but I don't think I can.
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:00:30] Yeah. Although looking at the -- at the
11 anticipated testimony, I could imagine that nothing like that pops up. But it -- but
12 on the other side, it could, on questioning. It could. So, out of fairness to the
13 witness, indeed I think we would have to.
14 But even with consent of counsel ...
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:00:51] If I could just offer one other thing. My recollection
16  of the rule is that -- that the witness is entitled to have consultation with counsel if
17 they choose to and if the issue arises. So I don't know that -- maybe I'm wrong, but
18  my recollection is not that the witness is automatically entitled to counsel for all
19  purposes, but solely for this specific reason, and in the discretion of the Chamber, if it
20  considers it that it's appropriate for the witness to consult counsel with respect to that
21 matter.
22 That's - that's all I can add.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:01:33] Yeah.
24 Ms Dimitri.

25  MSDIMITRI: [12:01:33] Just one suggestion, Mr President. We could use -- we
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1 could perhaps have the lunch break earlier and use the lunch break to fix the technical
2 issue.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:01:42] Also a possibility. But with regard to
4 Rule 74, the principle is that a witness has the right not to incriminate him or herself.
5  Thatis the principle.
6  Rule 74, I think that is in -- was somewhere, paragraph 1. Rule 74 is the assurance
7  that under certain circumstances which are under the discretion of the Chamber, he
8  might be assured that the -- certain measures will be taken that prevent him, if
9 obliged to answer, from being prosecuted anywhere, to put it in general.
10 So we have been speaking so long that we are reconnected now, but ...
11 So -- so principle is witness does not have to incriminate himself.
12 Rule 74, we can oblige him to answer under certain circumstances, and with
13 the assurance that nothing bad could come out of a truthful answer. So very
14 summarised, because it's one page, this Rule 74.
15 Mr Knoops.
16 MRKNOOPS: [12:02:44] Mr President, maybe for future situations, in our Dutch
17  legal system we have solved the problem with having an open mobile phone line with
18  the attorney and the attorney listens to the mobile number -- to the examination, so
19  the -- the witness can communicate with his counsel through the mobile phone. That
20  that's in the ultimate scenario possible (Overlapping speakers).
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:03:13] We can -- we can -- we can think about
22 this. Thank you very much.
23 Ms Mbida, welcome back, so to speak. When you -- during the time you were not
24 connected, we discussed if we could somehow proceed without you, but we decided

25 not. And we very much hope that the problem is now solved.
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1 In future cases we would have to decide on a case-by-case basis if we continue
2 without you, but I can assure you that we would only do so when Rule 74 matters
3 and matters of incrimination of your client do not arise. Only in that case, I can
4  assure you. Butnow we don't have the problem, you are back. Fortunately.
5 Okay, Mr Vanderpuye, please proceed.
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:04:25] Thank you, Mr President.
7 Q. [12:04:26] And I apologise for this delay, Witness.
8  With respect to the people that were in Gobéré, and some of which we've seen on
9  communiqué de press and this organigram, for example, regarding the Anti-Balaka
10 movement later on, are you aware of any links between those individuals and
11 the individuals with whom you were in contact in Cameroon, specifically
12 Mr Ngaissona, Mr Bernard Mokom, or individuals such as Maxime Mokom in
13 Zongo?
14 A. [12:05:50] In their explanations, they said that they had more communication
15 with Maxime Mokom. Iknow nothing else. Idon't even know the person giving
16  them assistance, but they talked to me more about Maxime Mokom.
17 Q. [12:06:13] I hope I'm not repeating myself, but did I ask you do you know
18  somebody by the name of Danboy Dedane? Have you heard the name?
19 A. [12:06:35] Yes, I know that name, Danboy Dedane.
20 Q. [12:06:42] How do you recognise that name?
21 A.  [12:06:55] These are the people who came from Gobéré who gave me
22 the information. He was in Bossangoa before going to Gobéré. It was only in
23 December, when there was a battle between him and another person when the other
24 person died, that I started hearing about him. But before that I had no other

25  information about him.
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1 Q. [12:07:26] What about Come Hippolyte Azounou?
2 A. [12:07:45] Yes,  know him. He is a member of the Anti-Balaka coordination.
3 ButIdid not know him well before. Before the month of December I did not know
4  him. Itwas after December that I started getting to know him.
5 Q. [12:08:08] Did you know that he was in -- or at Gobéré, rather?
6 A. [12:08:29] No, I have noidea. Ihave no idea.
7 Q. [12:08:33] What about Achille Godonam, have you heard that name before?
8 A. [12:08:58] Yes, I know Achille Godonam. But I started hearing about this
9  gentleman in the month of December.
10 Q. [12:09:09] (Overlapping speakers) Did you learn that he was in Gobéré?
11 A. [12:09:24] No. No, no, no,  have noidea. AllIknow is that he was in
12 Bossangoa.
13 Q. [12:09:35] And what about Sylvestre Yagouzou, do you know if he was at
14 Gobéré?
15 A, [12:09:52] No, he was not in Gobéré. He lives in Bangui.
16 Q. [12:09:58] Did he tell you that or how do you know that?
17 A. [12:10:12] Yes, he himself told me that. When the Anti-Balaka arrived in
18  the Boeing sector, he was the one who was the leader of the sector. He was the one
19  commanding Boeing and the 5th arrondissement.
20 Q. [12:10:35] All right. Are you aware of any connection between Yagouzou and
21  theindividuals that you were in contact with in Cameroon?
22 A, [12:11:23] No, I do not know what type of relationship existed between them
23 and Yagouzou. Idonotknow, I really have no idea.
24 Q. [12:11:37] And Maxime Mokom you mentioned before was in contact with

25  the people in Gobéré, military and civilian, to your knowledge?
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1 A.  [12:12:07] But I have already told you that the soldiers stated that

2 Maxime Mokom was in contact with them and I stand by that.

3 Q. [12:12:23] To your understanding, was Maxime Mokom a coordinator of the

4  Anti-Balaka movement at that time, that is in September onwards?

5 A. [12:12:51] Yes, he passed himself off as commander. He was referring to

6  himself as commander, and I remember what he previously told me. I told you that

7 he informed me that he was the one organising the fighting in the provinces. He

8  was introducing himself as the coordinator of the Anti-Balaka.

9 Q. [12:13:19] Let me ask you about the combat in the provinces as you've alluded to
10 it. What were you aware of? [ mean, were you aware of various combat operations
11 carried out by the Anti-Balaka from September onwards until December of 2013?

12 A.  [12:13:58] Yes, I was aware. And I was not the only one. All Central Africans
13 were aware of that. Even in August, there was video footage of what was happening
14 and everyone could see that.

15 Q. [12:14:18] (Overlapping speakers) attacks in Bossangoa and Bouca

16  in September 2013?

17 A. [12:14:36] Yes, l was aware. And I was not the only one. All Central Africans
18  were aware of the Anti-Balaka attacks in the provincial towns of Bossangoa and

19  others.

20 Q. [12:14:51] Allright. What I have here is an attack in Bouar in October 2013,

21  the26th. Attacks in Bossembélé at the end of October 2013 and on 5 December 2013.
22 Attack in Beloko in November 2013. An attack on Boali on 2 December 2013. And
23 an attack in Yaloké and Gaga in October 2013.  You would have been informed

24 about those or know about them, is that what you're saying?

25 A, [12:16:07] Yes, I was aware of those attacks from the radio and by the print
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1 media. Everyone wasinformed. I wasnot the only one to be aware of that. All
2 Central Africans were aware.
3 Q. [12:16:28] Let me just -- if I could ask the registrar, please, to just slide down
4 alittle bit on this document.
5 And we can see the name of Adamou, it says ComZone -- ComZone de
6  Bouar -- "ComZone Bouar". Do you recognise the name?
7 A,  [12:17:21] Yes, I know this person. But I would like to point out that I got to
8  know him after the month of December, not before.
9 Q. [12:17:28] Understood. Do you recognise that person as Adamou Ndale?
10 A. [12:17:54] Yes, his name is Adamou Ndale.
11 Q. [12:17:58] On 26 October 2013 do you recall if you were in contact with
12 Mr Ngaissona?
13 A, [12:18:24] Which date again?
14 Q. [12:18:26] 26 October 2013. It's -- it's very difficult, obviously, to recall, but if I
15 were to tell you that the attack on Bouar was about that time, would that help you?
16 A. [12:19:00] Well, yes, I can confirm that I was in contact with Mr Ngaissona after
17 the month of August, in September. He would call me and I would call him. But
18  regarding what happened in Bouar, we were informed after -- over the radio,
19  Radio Ndeke Luka, RF], and information circulating amongst the public.
20 Q. [12:19:38] I want to ask you some questions about FROCCA.
21  First, does that --
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:19:49] Haven't we done that already?
23 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:19:51] I'm sorry?
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:19:51] Haven't we spoken about FROCCA

25  already?
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MR VANDERPUYE: [12:19:54] Yes, yes, some -- yes, we have, some of it.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:19:56] Some of it. Okay, good.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:20:06]

Q.  [12:20:06] Now, do you know what Mr Ngaissona's relationship was to

the group called FROCCA?

A.  [12:20:29] No, I do not know the link between Mr Ngaissona and the group
known as FROCCA. And Banoukepa is the group -- or, rather, the chief of the group
known as FROCCA.

Q. [12:20:50] And do you know what the -- well, do you know that the FROCCA
advocated what they refer to as a return to the constitutional order?

A.  [12:21:22] Yes, that is the meaning of FROCCA, front for the return to
constitutional order.

Q. [12:21:36] And are you aware that FROCCA was announced by Bozizé in
August of 2013?

A. [12:22:01] I think he made such a statement over RFI, so I was informed about
that over the radio.

Q.  [12:22:18] And after that announcement did you come aware -- did you become
aware of activities that were undertaken by the group FROCCA?

A.  [12:22:44] No, no,  was not aware. I did not know anything about FROCCA's
activities.

Q. [12:22:53] Were you aware that Joachim Kokaté and Levy Yakete were involved
with the activities of FROCCA?

A.  [12:23:18] Yes, we were informed about that. We knew that Yakete and Kokaté
were members of FROCCA. [ remember that Yakete made such a statement over

RFI and we followed it.
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1 Q. [12:23:45] You never heard that Ngaissona was associated with FROCCA at all?
2 A. [12:24:01] No, I did not know that he was a member of FROCCA. Butin
3 the organigram that you have shown to me, he was a political leader in that group
4  FROCCA. ButInever had the opportunity to verify how it happened that he found
5  himself there. In the document that you showed me, he is the political coordinator,
6 soldon't know how he arrived at that post.
7 Q. [12:24:40] (Overlapping speakers) did you know him as the political coordinator
8  in--sorry, sorry.
9  Did you know him as the political coordinator within the Anti-Balaka movement
10 before 5 December 2013?
11 A. [12:25:09] No, I did not know. Iknew that he was a member of FROCCA as
12 apolitical leader. Idid not know that he was a member of the Anti-Balaka.
13 Regarding FROCCA, it is only now that I saw the organigram and I saw his name.
14 Q. [12:25:44] (Overlapping speakers) Maybe I misspoke.
15 From what you said earlier, I understood that you did not know that he was
16 amember of FROCCA, and now what I see in the transcript is that you say that
17 you-- you were aware that he was a member of FROCCA. So if you could just
18  maybe clarify that, that would be helpful.
19 A, [12:26:30] Yes, I knew that he was a member of FROCCA. But I do not know
20 how the FROCCA group was set up and I did not know which role he was playing in
21  FROCCA. Theard about it over the radio. Iknew that he was a political leader, but
22 Idid not have any details.
23 Q. [12:26:56] (Overlapping speakers) Then my next --
24 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:26:59] Just shortly, it -- the witness has told you

25  about that at CAR-OTP-2080-1707. So you could -- could compare it to what he says
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1 today. If you want.
2 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:27:23] (Microphone not activated)
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:27:24] I think in the end, in the end now it took
4 awhile, but now it amounts at fairly the same thing he said. If [ understand this
5  portion of his former statement correctly, he said he knew Mr Ngaissona was part of
6 FROCCA. But with regard to the source, "it was known," I read here.
7  (Interpretation) "Everyone knows it."
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:27:53] Yes, I'm coming to that but in a little bit of a different
9 way I think. And maybe -- maybe it might be helpful as well. But along the same
10 lines, Mr President.
11 Q. [12:28:07] What I was going to ask you is if you came to know whether
12 Mr Ngaissona was regarded as the political coordinator of the Anti-Balaka movement
13 before 5 December 2013?
14 A, [12:28:55] No, no. Ngaissona became the coordinator of the Anti-Balaka after
15 the month of December and, specifically, the month of January. Regarding what
16  happened before that, | had no idea. On the other hand, I knew that he was
17 a member of the FROCCA group.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:29:25] I think he has said or talked already about
19 when Mr Ngaissona, in his perception, became coordinator of the Anti-Balaka. I
20  think we had that yesterday already.
21 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:29:38] Well let me just refer the witness then, if I could,
22 Mr President, to tab 60, CAR-OTP-2080-1678, at pages 1697 through 1699. And at
23 page 1698 the question was put to him: "So, so my question is: as of when was he
24  the political Coordinator of the movement?"

25  And the witness's answer is:  (Interpretation) "I did not know, but it was before."
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1 (Speaks English) At line 68 -- I'm sorry, line 694: (Interpretation) "It was before,

2 when they were ... I think it was in France and then in Cameroon. They started

3  planning their actions there when they were in Cameroon. ... It was from

4  Cameroon."

5  (Speaks English) At page 1699 -- I'm sorry, 1698 (sic), lines 714 through 715:

6  (Interpretation) "He was already a political leader."

7  (Speaks English) And at page 1699, lines 718 through 722, he is asked and responds

8  how does he know this, and the response is:

9  (Interpretation) "But he is the one that told me. ... I have told you that they started
10 that in Cameroon a long time before."
11 Q. [12:32:07] (Speaks English) So my question again, Mr Witness, is what did you
12 understand Mr Ngaissona's role as a political coordinator of the movement to be, as
13 you've discussed in your statement? Since Cameroon, so to speak.
14 A. [12:32:48] He was the political responsable and -- and the movement then was
15  called FROCCA. That's the one they set in place from France before they came to
16 Cameroon. When he came to Cameroon, I was already -- I had already returned to
17 Bangui. That's what I know about Ngaissona.
18 It was after his return to Bangui in December, well, that's what I can say, that's what
19 Icanexplain. Butwhat he did before with Kokaté in France and with the others,
20  I--Thave no idea at all, no idea what they were preparing when in France.
21 Q. [12:33:44] (Overlapping speakers) Let me ask you again, then. Take a look at
22 lines 724 onwards in this transcript that's in front of you. Actually, it starts on line
23 723 where it says: (Interpretation) "To explain.”
24 A, [12:34:20] (No interpretation)

25 Q. [12:34:23] (Interpretation) "Ngaissona ... euh ... Bernard Mokom, Kokaté ... they
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1 have a group in Cameroon. When they fled, they went into exile in Cameroon.
2 They started organising their resistance from there. ... And Yakete who died."
3 (Speaks English) (Overlapping speakers) So when you say you have no idea what
4  they were doing, what do you mean by that?
5 A, [12:35:09] As I said, they created a structure for resistance which was called
6 FROCCA. They were in Cameroon. There was Kokaté, Bernard Mokom. They
7  putin place their organisation for resistance. And while they were doing that, I was
8 notin their meetings. All I know was that they were organising something. They
9  were preparing attack against the Séléka, because they were also victims of the Séléka.
10 And of them, the only one who died is Yakete.
11~ When they came back to -- when he came back to Bangui, I was in contact with him
12 and with Maxime Mokom. But I already told you that regularly Bernard Mokom
13 would call me, Ngaissona would call me. But Kokaté, I had no contact with him.
14 Q. [12:36:26] To your understanding, they were preparing an attack against
15 the Séléka since the time they were in Cameroon. There's three people you mention.
16  Obviously, three people can't carry out an attack against the Cameroon -- I mean
17  against the Séléka. So what was your understanding of how they were preparing
18 and how they were organising to be able to do that?
19 A. [12:37:15] I had this information because they set up a group in Cameroon.
20  Everybody knew they were in Cameroon and that they were setting up a resistance
21 structure. ButIknow that (Redacted)
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 But, really, they had their organisation, but I didn't know exactly what was going on

25  within this organisation. It's once he came back to Bangui that he became
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1 the general political coordinator of the Anti-Balaka.
2 Q. [12:38:24] (Overlapping speakers) Let me ask you something. How often
3 would you say you were in contact with Maxime Mokom before the 5 December
4  attack? Daily, weekly?
5 A.  [12:39:00] Before 5 December he would call me on the phone and he said he was
6  going to come to Bangui and that the men were on their way. That's the information
7  that he gave me and -- and I asked when are you going to come to Bangui when
8  people are suffering here, and he said that he would arrive before 5 December and
9 that's what he told me.
10 From 1 December, there was communication again and he said that they were
11 enroute to Bangui, walking.
12 Q. [12:39:51] All right, I think we have a bit of the substance of it. But how often
13 did you speak to him? That was my question.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:40:01] But we agree that substance is never bad.
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:40:07] I'm sorry?
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:40:07] I said but we agree that substance is never
17 bad whenever it is mentioned in the courtroom.
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:40:13] It's not bad.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:40:14] Just a remark sometimes, not bad.
20 THE WITNESS: [12:40:21](Interpretation) He would call me about twice a week and
21  Iwascalled alot. Ngaissona called me regularly all the time, but it was Bernard
22 who didn't call me very often. Maxime called me regularly, Ngaissona also.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:40:56] You know, we also, other parties,
24  participants, we have -- and the judges, we have to try to minimise the impact on

25  the transcript as much as possible, to put it this way.
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1 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:41:18]
2 Q. [12:41:18] You discussed with Maxime Mokom about the Anti-Balaka operations
3 and the prospective attack on Bangui. You mentioned that he said that it was
4  supposed to occur on 1 December 2013. First, do I have that right?
5 A, [12:42:09] Yes, indeed, yes. That's what I told you. ButI would now like to
6 add that he called me before 1 December.
7 Q. [12:42:26] Mr Ngaissona you said you were in contact with regularly. Regular
8 means a lot of different things. I'm 50-something years old, I have a birthday
9 regularly, but that's -- that's every year. So, in this circumstance, when I ask
10 "regularly" I would like to know, weekly, daily, monthly? Can you estimate. Do
11 youremember?
12 A, [12:43:25] I didn't mean he called me every day, maybe two or three times
13 aweek.
14 Q. [12:43:33] And in terms of the discussions you had with Mr Ngaissona, did they
15 concern the Anti-Balaka movement, operations of the Anti-Balaka? The same subject
16  matter as the conversations you had with Maxime Mokom?
17 A.  [12:44:13] When Ngaissona called -- called me he asked for information about
18  the country. When he was in Cote d'Ivoire he asked me about what was happening
19  in the country and I told him that the situation was difficult, that the Séléka were
20  continuing to attack the population. And he answered, he said, "when I come
21 back" -- he said that one day God will allow the country to be freed. And when
22 Mokom called me, he told me that there were people -- there were men on their way,
23 some at Boalj, others at PK26, that we should remain calm, that the Anti-Balaka were
24 on their way to liberate us.

25  And when Ngaissona called me it was the same advice that he gave me. He told me
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1 tobe patient and to be calm and that one day God would allow us to be freed from
2 thissituation. And I can say that everyone fighting the Séléka, it wasn't only
3 Ngaissona, it wasn't only me, everybody was involved. Maxime Mokom, the others,
4  everyone contributed to the fight. For example, (Redacted) and
5  they on their side, they organised military operations in the field. And it was on
6 5 December that the Anti-Balaka should -- were due to attack the capital. And that's
7  the content of the conversations that I had with Maxime Mokom and others.
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:46:12] (Microphone not activated)
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:46:16] Microphone, please.
10 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:46:19] I'm sorry, I was just looking at the English transcript.
11 Just bear with me one second.
12 Q. [12:46:40] What you said, or at least what's reflected in the transcript, is that
13 everyone contributed - or at least that's what I heard in French - that everyone
14 contributed. And you said (Redacted) and on their
15 side they organised military operations in the field.
16  So, first of all, the obvious question, when you say "their side" who do you mean?
17 A. [12:47:33] I was speaking primarily of Maxime Mokom and his father Bernard
18  Mokom, including Ngaissona and Kokaté. They were in Cameroon, they went to
19  Cameroon, and they organised the Anti-Balaka who were advancing on Bangui.
20  (Redacted), well, some
21  people came from -- from Bossangoa, and from Bouca, and others came from
22 Batangafo. Everybody, it was everybody who were fighting to get rid of
23 Mr Djotodia. And 5 December some Anti-Balakas were already in the capital but
24 they couldn't attack on 1 December because it was the national holiday. They had to

25  wait until the 5th to launch their definitive operation on the capital.
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1 And I'm here to tell you that everybody contributed. Irecognise the responsibility of
2 some and others. And I said to you that a group, for example, Ngaissona, Bernard
3 Mokom, I have mentioned them, Levy aussi. Kokaté, I didn't have any contact with
4  him. And Levy is already dead. But what I would like to say is that, at a certain

5  point, we had no help, nobody came to help. But the international community who

6  was there for Mali was not there for us. The country was on its knees. It was only

7 the French ambassador who was with us. And so everybody had to stand up and

8 liberate the country.

9  You know that even this Central African country says that -- that in the case of attack
10 of this size everybody has to be a citizen and get up and defend their country. You
11 know that in 1945 when Germany attacked France, that's what happened. All
12 the citizens in France got up and drove Germany out. That's what happened.

13 Ngaissona fought against the Séléka. Maxime Mokom fought against the Séléka. I
14 myself, talking to you of all the efforts that took place when Djotodia left power,

15 that -- but when they were in Cameroon they were simply members, the political

16  coordinator of the FROCCA.

17 And that's what I can say. I can say that coming here I promised to give you

18  the truth of what happened at the time. We were really completely overwhelmed.
19  The women also played a role in liberating the country. And when the Anti-Balaka
20  were in the capital it was the women who brought them water to give them

21  the strength to fight. There were other people that I'm not going to mention here,
22 but everybody who -- everybody helped the Anti-Balaka. I--Bangui. Isaid that
23 there were certain people in the country who brought money to the Anti-Balaka to
24 allow them to continue fighting. I'm not come here to stick to somebody's name. I

25  fought what -- for the Anti-Balaka. Ngaissona -- sorry, Ngaissona --
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1 THE INTERPRETER: Corrects himself, the witness.
2 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- fought to chase out the Anti-Balaka (sic).
3 MR VANDERPUYE: (Overlapping speakers)
4  THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) What we did was in order to achieve our liberation.
5 Nobody came to our aid.
6 MR VANDERPUYE:
7 Q. [12:52:05] I -- I -- I intervene for a moment because what I could hear in
8 the interpretation was that all of the people that you cited came to chase away
9  the Anti-Balaka. I think you meant "to chase away the Séléka." But I wanted just to
10 make sure that that's clear in the record.
11 Soit's right that you say the people that you cited came, effectively, together to chase
12 away the Séléka, because no one would come to your aid?
13 A, [12:53:08] (No interpretation)
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:53:10] Yeah, I -- it's good that you clarified it,
15 but nobody would have misunderstood it in that context here. Please move on.
16 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:53:23]
17 Q. [12:53:23] And everybody made a contribution to that effort. Do I understand
18  that correctly?
19 A. [12:53:43] Yes, I can confirm that everybody was enraged by what the Séléka
20  were doing. And there were people who --
21 Q. (Overlapping speakers)
22 A. --thatIknew, but there were people that I didn't know. But everybody was
23 mobilised.
24 Q. [12:54:12] Was Mr (Overlapping speakers)

25 A. [12:54:17] I was just saying how people mobilised themselves to chase out
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1 the Séléka. And the people got -- mobilised themselves to drive out the mercenaries,
2 the Chadian and Sudanese mercenaries.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:54:45] Judge Chung has a question, please.
4 JUDGE CHUNG: [12:54:47] Thank you, President.
5  Soyou just testified that the Anti-Balaka movement, the goal of Anti-Balaka
6 movement is to attack Séléka. Then, what is the position of Anti-Balaka movement
7  towards Muslim civilian population? Did the movement differentiate Muslim
8 civilian from Séléka or equate the Muslim civilian with Séléka?
9 THE WITNESS: [12:55:45](Interpretation) There was a clear difference. There were
10  mercenaries, Chadians and Sudanese, within the Séléka forces. Our aim was to
11 drive out these mercenaries. Unfortunately, there was confusion. People took
12 the simple -- civilian Muslims for Séléka. And the Séléka did the same thing with
13 regard to the Christians, they took all Christians for Anti-Balaka.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:56:27] Do you want to enter a new area now, or?
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:56:31] I think now is a good time for the break, to be -- to be
16  frank.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:56:34] Yes. Yes. And perhaps you might
18  come back to this issue that was raised by Judge Chung.
19  Okay, we will then have the lunch break until 2.30.
20 THE COURT USHER: [12:56:45] All rise.
21 (Recess taken at 12.56 p.m.)
22 (Upon resuming in open session at 2.35 p.m.)
23 THE COURT USHER: [14:35:45] All rise.
24  Please be seated.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:36:12] Good afternoon.
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I've been informed that you want to play a video, but -- yeah, that's not a -- has never
been a problem, but it seems to be that some technical issues have to be solved, so
perhaps we -- you try to ask other questions before we entertain that before we have
the good to go, so to speak, for that.

Mr Vanderpuye, you have the floor.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:36:35] Thank you very much, Mr President. I appreciate
that.

Q. [14:36:41] Good afternoon, Witness. When we left off, I think you had just
responded to a question from the Chamber, Judge Chung, and you mentioned

that -- the question was about distinguishing between Séléka members and Muslim
civilians, and I think in your response you suggested that there was unfortunately
sometimes confusion. Ijust wanted to get to the bottom of that and ask you some
questions about that.

First of all, what did you mean by that when you said that there was confusion in that
respect -- with respect to the actions of the Anti-Balaka?

A. [14:37:58] When the Séléka arrived -- or, rather, when the Anti-Balaka arrived,
they mixed up things and took all Muslims to be Séléka. So they confused Séléka
and Muslim to be one and the same thing and that is how they ended up attacking
even the innocent Muslims and even looting their property.

The same thing happened when the Séléka arrived. They also had the same
confused attitude and that is what happened. Let me be specific in relation to
FROCCA, for example. FROCCA was considered to be the political arm of the
Anti-Balaka and the FARE was also considered to be the political arm of Séléka. So
there were some slippages within the Anti-Balaka movement whereby they

considered some civilian Muslims as Séléka members, whereas this was not true

16.07.2021 Page 53



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-055-Red2-ENG et WT 16-07-2021 54/79 T CC-OHA4-B1H8TF055RedENCGWNTH6-072024-5479NB-F
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the publicteetesstfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0884

1 because some of them did not agree with what Séléka was doing.
2 So once again, it is not in the same vein. All Christians who -- were Anti-Balaka, but
3 the Séléka also mixed up all Christians taking them to be Anti-Balaka. So this is
4  what happened.
5 Q. [14:39:38] I think that -- that clarifies it, but you would agree with me, then, that
6 it would have been wrong for the Séléka to take all Christians as Anti-Balaka and to
7  attack them, right? That would be wrong in your view, even a crime?
8 A. [14:40:18] Well, you can say that it is a crime, that is true, but let me point out
9  that it was a matter of confusion on both sides. They wanted to consider the crisis as
10 some kind of religious war and people committed these types of abuses on civilians
11 onboth sides. So I confirm that it is true that once someone dies and once many
12 people die, you can consider such actions as amounting to crimes.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:41:00] I think you can move on from there.
14 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:41:03]
15 Q. [14:41:03] CanI ask you what does the term lawa lawa (phon) mean in Sango?
16  What does that expression mean?
17 A.  [14:41:34] Well, lawa lawa is an expression used by -- by Christians, because at
18  some point the Séléka were committing several abuses on Christians and so the
19  Christians would say lawa lawa, meaning sooner or later we will take our vengeance.
20  So today you are treating us this way, sooner or later we will have our vengeance.
21  Thatis what the people were saying, sooner or later we will take our revenge.
22 Q. [14:42:16] With respect to this confusion that you are talking about that's not -- is
23 that something that you first noticed when the Anti-Balaka arrived in Bangui, or is
24 that something you had heard about or seen well before that?

25 A, [14:42:58] Well, it was only after they arrived in Bangui that I began to observe
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1 those things, but in August and September the CEMAC forces were mixing things up
2 and confused them for Peuhls. So this is to say that this confusion started even in
3 the provinces and it was valid for both parties and it happened even in the provinces
4  before even before they got to Bangui.
5 Q. [14:43:38] Okay. Ijustneed to clarify something because what I have here in
6  the record is that you said that "the CEMAC forces were mixing things up and
7  confused them for Peuhls", which I'm not -- I'm not sure I follow. So could you
8  maybe explain that or -- or correct it, if it's wrong?
9 A.  [14:44:19] I was talking about -- well, I didn't mean CEMAC. Those who mixed
10 up things within CEMAC were the Chadians and that's not what I said.
11 Q. [14:44:37] Allright. Then let me try again, then.
12 The confusion that you talked about, which both the Séléka were subject to and the
13 Anti-Balaka were subject to, is that something that you heard about before the
14 Anti-Balaka arrived in Bangui on the Anti-Balaka side at that time?
15 A, [14:45:15] Yes, what I was saying is that when they were in the provinces, I
16  followed on TV that those slippages had already taken place in the provinces before
17  they got to Bangui, but the Séléka also did the same things before they got to Bangui.
18  So when they got to Bangui they continued to mix things up thinking that it was a
19  religious war, whereas it was not a religious war at all. And this confusion was on
20  both sides, that is it was done by the Séléka as well as by the Anti-Balaka.
21 Q. [14:46:00] And when -- sorry. When you say "slippages", what do you mean by
22 that exactly?
23 A, [14:46:30] If we take Sélékas, for example, when they came across a Christian
24 they would confuse them for a Balaka and they would kill the Christian. But the

25  Balaka also, when they come across a Muslim they would kill the Muslim. And so
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1 this is what was happening on both sides. It was difficult to put an end to that and
2 even the international community was unable to stop that state of confusion and
3 disorder. Fortunately for us, the Sangaris were there and they began to intervene
4 and to bring things somewhat under control, otherwise things would have been
5 worse. Itwould have been chaos. You see, this is the scale at which the confusion
6  was obtaining.
7 Q. [14:47:27] That's helpful and I appreciate that clarification. Just one moment.
8 Thave avideo that I would --I'm sorry. Ihave a video that I would like to show the
9 witness. In fair warning, the section that I want to play is kind of long.
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:03] Meaning in minutes, hours?
11 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:48:04] That's a very good point. I think it's about four
12 minutes and something.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:09] That is still -- it's below five, no, I would
14 say.
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:48:13] Barely. Yes. Ithinkso. I'm notsurehow we will
16  deal with it in the booth. I know the interpreter -- the transcript has gone up to the
17 booth, I think -- the translation.
18  THE COURT OFFICER: [14:48:26] We cannot actually display the transcript in
19  evidence 1 because we are all using evidence 1 today and they would be occupied by
20  the video.
21 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:48:35] Got it.
22 THE COURT OFFICER: [14:48:36] So then if you call it slowly, then they can search
23 for it and then they can interpret.
24 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:43] So you -- you tell the interpreters where

25  the transcript of this video is, and then we wait and the interpreters tell us or shall
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make a sign or something when they are ready and they have it and then we play the
video, 4 minutes and 53 seconds.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:49:05] I have the transcript reference at
CAR-OTP-2107-1530. And I think the time indication of the video that I -- section I
want to play is at 01:45, which I'm not sure exactly what page the transcript is on, but
the timing is in the transcript itself and it would be through 06:05.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:49:35] So to the interpreters, a mere thumbs up
would be okay for me.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:49:37] We need the tab, Mr --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:49:41] The tab, please, Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:49:42] The tab is tab 69 for the transcript.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:49:46] Thank you. And the line numbers, please.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:50:52] The line numbers, please,

Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:50:57] Just bear with me one second. I'll pullitup. I
think we have it here at --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:51:33] And also we need the ERN number, and
perhaps for future playing of videos that -- that we have that and the interpreters in
advance so that they are prepared.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:51:44] Yes. Mr President, I didn't expect to play it at this
moment. [ expected to play it Monday.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:51:49] No, I'm just flagging it. So we would
also need the ERN number and I wait for the thumb of -- you're fine? Okay.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:51:58] ERN number is CAR-OTP-2107-1530. That's tab 69

for the transcript. Did I -- Did I give the ERN for the video? No?
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:09] No.

2 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:52:10] Tab 19, CAR-OTP-2049-1679. And I'm just trying to

3 track down this line number. It should begin around line 61.

4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:34] Okay. Thank you very much. I think

5  we can play it now.

6 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:52:39] All right. We'll giveitatry. I'm sorry,

7  Mr President, for the delay.

8  (Viewing of the video excerpt)

9 THE INTERPRETER: [14:52:46](Interpretation of the video excerpt) "The village of
10 Boeing is right behind the airport. It is here that several hundreds of Anti-Balaka are
11 gathered.

12 When we arrived, we were received by their leader Sebastien. He reassures us that
13 his men -- that his men are only peacekeepers.

14 There are problems because people call us hoodlums, Anti-Balaka, they say we are
15  bandits and so on and so forth. But Anti-Balakas are not bandits, I am not an

16  Anti-Balaka, and I'm an engineer and our duty -- a civil engineer. Our duty is to

17  protect, to protect the civilian population. What we want now is reconciliation,

18 national reconciliation. But before the national reconciliation we must privilege

19 dialogue.

20  Privilege dialogue, yes, but well armed, looking stern. All of them bearing machetes
21  orguns. And they have gris-gris around their necks from their marabouts, this is
22 their protection. And it is from that that they bear the name 'Anti-Balaka' as the

23 anti-bullet AK47.

24 And that they are invincible, thanks to magic.

25 I can talk to you about traditional medicine, which we have in our blood. You can
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1 do this and nothing happens. It doesn't even hurt me. It doesn't wound me.
2 Most of these men come from the Central African villages, and they joined the group
3 at the beginning of the war. Many of them had lost persons in their families, killed
4 by Muslims, and they are -- they call their enemies 'the Arabs'.
5  Those Arabs, they killed my mother, and my father ... and that is too much, that is too
6  much.
7  All the Arabs must leave. All the Arabs must leave Central Africa. Iam here in my
8  country.
9  All Arabs, all of them must leave. If not, I will continue to kill them and to take
10 vengeance.
11 As we spend more time with them, the Anti-Balaka begin to speak out more and they
12 become more violent in their statements. They even talk about how to slaughter a
13 Muslim to our cameras.
14 Are you the Muslim today?
15 They laugh, but we are not laughing. Because life no longer seems to matter much
16  here.
17 The next day we meet them again and there is great tension in the camp. People are
18 agitated, they're nervous. They have just heard bad news.
19 They have accused Muslims of having done it. Having killed three people, or four.
20  And their bodies are behind there, they're behind there, about four or them. So we
21  are going to do the same thing to them. We're going to do the same thing to them.
22 We will kill them, too, and take vengeance.
23 We're going to settle that. Nobody can stop us from doing that. This is too much.
24 Nobody can defend us. We will defend ourselves. Our best defence is ourselves.

25  The Anti-Balaka want to take another body that had been left in the hospital.
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1 They are all fired up. They're on the streets and they want to take vengeance against
2 the Muslims. They cross the tarmac of the airport and then there is a single French
3 soldier who is completely helpless.
4 No, please, that's -- that's nonsense, that's nonsense. No, no. No nonsense.
5  The Anti-Balaka then crossed the refugee camp of Christians which was set up at the
6  airport with arms in their hands. When they get to the hospital the doctors close the
7  doors and don't want to deliver the dead body because they don't want to make
8  things worse. So the militia go back empty-handed and then a small group breaks
9  out and then very violent words, unbearable words are spoken.

10 Tamangry. IfaMuslim, even ababy -- well, I'm so angry.

11 You will even kill the baby?

12 Yes, I'll kill the baby! I'll kill the baby!

13 Even a two-year-old baby, for example?

14 Yes, I will kill the baby.

15 Evenoneyear? Even--even a pregnant women?

16  Yes, I will kill.

17 Once back in the village ..."

18 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:57:24] First of all, thank you to the interpreters. I could

19  hear (Overlapping speakers)

20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:57:28] That functioned very well, yeah. Thank

21 you.

22 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:57:29] So I really appreciate that.

23 Q. [14:57:32] And, Mr Witness, I just have a few questions for you.

24 The first thing I want to ask you is, from what you could hear of some of these

25  individuals expressing their feelings, is that in essence what you were describing in
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1 terms of the sentiment of certain members of the Anti-Balaka with regard to Muslims
2 and with regard to the confusion that you spoke about?
3 A, [14:58:25] Yes, indeed. There was confusion. And even if only one person
4  died in their ranks, they -- they got out of control and then they made all types of
5 statements. We would try to calm them down and then ultimately they would calm
6 down. But, again, this is a reflection of some of the things that happened in the
7  provinces. If one single person died in their ranks they would get so angry, as you
8 haveseen. And in some cases when we were nearby we would try to calm them
9  down, but this was dangerous, also, because it was risky. They could even kill you.
10 So I myself, I let them get it off their chest, so to speak, and then I would talk to them
11 and tell them to calm down and try to see if they could be less angry because they had
12 all got so tense in dealing with these types of situations. ~So that is exactly what
13 happened on the Anti-Balaka side and on the Séléka side. They said -- they did the
14 same thing, and they would say, "Even if it was a Christian, I would kill. = Even if it's
15 one Christian, I would kill him. If it's a pregnant women, I'll kill her."
16  So that confusion obtained in both camps and that is why the confusion led to an
17 impression of a religious war, whereas the basis of the war at the time was political.
18 Q. [15:00:08] That's also very helpful. Iwould just like to ask you a couple of
19  other questions about the video.
20  Now, without telling us how you know certain things, I want to ask you, first, did
21  yourecognise the area in which that video was shot?
22 A. [15:00:45] On the screen I didn't see the video, but if you talk about Boeing, then
23 I could confirm that it was filmed in Boeing.
24 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:00:57] Do we have to understand that the

25  witness did not see the video?
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1 THE WITNESS: [15:01:12](Interpretation) No, I didn't see the video.

2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:01:22] So I think he has to see it. If we put

3 questions to him with regard to that --

4 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:01:29] I think he can see it. I don't think it needs to be

5 reinterpreted, though.

6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:01:34] That I wanted to suggest, too, not to be

7  reinterpreted, of course.

8 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:01:40] But one thing I would ask is maybe if the channel is

9  freed up, because he -- he can speak French. I mean, it's not his first language I'm
10  sure, but he can -- he can certainly follow.
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:01:47] Yeah, I think I would agree to that. So
12 perhaps we play it one more time without interpretation. Look at it, watch it, and
13 try to understand what they speak in French, but I think you will do -- so and then we
14 continue with the questioning.
15 THE WITNESS: [15:02:20](Interpretation) I agree. Yes, I'm happy with that.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:02:28] So, Mr Witness, you should have it. You
17 should have seen it because it's on evidence 1. So did you have it on evidence 1
18  when they played the video? Now, watch it again. Idon't want to speculate here.
19  THE WITNESS: [15:03:05](Interpretation) Ah, I see it now. Okay.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:03:16] So I ask for the indulgence of everyone
21 here. This can happen and -- and it's also understandable that the witnesses are not
22 really used to the technics in this room here, so we have to understand that. Please
23 tell us when you're finished.
24 (Viewing of the video excerpt)

25 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:08:17] Thank you, thanks again.
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1 Q. [15:08:23] Were you able to hear that and see it this time?

2 A, [15:08:29] Yes, I was able to follow the video.

3 Q. [15:08:41] And so my questions are the same. Is this -- does this reflect,

4  essentially, what you were talking about in terms of how people reacted and the

5  confusion that you observed going back all the way to the provinces before the

6  Anti-Balaka even arrived in Bangui?

7 A.  [15:09:17] Yes, that is the case. That's the type of confusion. Fortunately, there

8  were journalists to film this and show what the Muslims and Christians were doing.

9 In this video, you can see that the Anti-Balaka were very enraged. There was much
10 anger in their ranks and we were trying to calm them down, to offer advice, to calm
11 them down and bring them back to reason because we were living together with them.
12 So we couldn't say anything, otherwise we would have been seen as accomplices.
13 That was the situation that we were living through.
14 Q. [15:10:24] And it's -- would it be fair to say that it's that anger and vengeance
15 that brought them to Bangui in the first place, because of the crimes that the Séléka
16  had been committing?
17 A.  [15:10:49] Yes, that's -- that's it, really. It was because of that -- that's
18  why -- they were angry. That's what took them all the way to Bangui.
19 Q. [15:11:09] Judging from the video that I just showed you, it doesn't seem that
20  that was any big secret about how angry they were and how much they wanted to
21  seek revenge against the Muslims. Would you agree with that?
22 A.  [15:11:39] That's what I told you. It wasn't a secret. Even the international
23 community was aware. They knew what was happening. The Muslims
24 knew -- they were angry. No, it absolutely wasn't a secret.

25 Q. [15:11:58] I want to take you -- well, before I take you back to the 5 December
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1 attack, as I was saying before, without saying how you know, if you know, what is
2 thelocation that is depicted in the video? Do you recognise it?
3 A, [15:12:35] Yes, it was in Boeing after December. I think (Redacted),
4 (Redacted).
5 Q. [15:12:52] And -- okay. Without saying who, did you recognise people in that
6  video?
7 A.  [15:13:19] Of course. Iknow some of them, but a lot of them came from the
8 provinces. (Redacted)
9  (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15  (Redacted).
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:14:30] I think we are clear what's to do and
17 perhaps we either go to closed session or private session or you switch to another
18  point.
19  Youcan--
20 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:14:42] I'd like him to finish his thought, if I could, in private
21  session and then hopefully we can come back into -- into public session.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:14:48] Yeah, okay, I think that's a good idea.
23 So we go to private session.
24 (Private session at 3.15 p.m.)

25  THE COURT OFFICER: [15:15:06] We are in private session, Mr President.
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1 MR VANDERPUYE:
2 Q. [15:15:13] Thank you, sir. I'm sorry to interrupt you, but I think it's better that
3 we proceed in private session, as the Presiding Judge also thinks. So if you
4 could -- if you'd like to finish your thought, I think now would be a good time to do
5  that.
6 A. [15:15:41] I didn't understand your question.
7 Q. [15:15:43] You were talking about (Redacted)
8  (Redacted) before -- before I interrupted you, so it may
9  be helpful for us to proceed in private session so you can continue what you were
10  saying.
11 THE INTERPRETER: [15:16:13] Message from the Sango booth: We didn't hear the
12 Prosecutor's intervention in French.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:16:24] Well, he has given it twice and I've heard
14 it twice but -- so then repeat it for the third time.
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:16:30] All right.
16 Q. [15:16:37] Can you hear me now?
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:16:39] The interpreters (Overlapping speakers)
18  THE WITNESS: [15:16:43](Interpretation) I am not hearing interpretation at the
19  moment.
20 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:16:47] Oh, he's not hearing interpretation at the moment.
21 Do the interpreters hear me?
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:16:51] No, this seems to be the problem. I said
23 Theard you twice, but, obviously, the interpreters did not hear you. That'snew. So
24  it's -1 don't want to rhyme here, but ...

25 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:17:08] How about now? Can --

16.07.2021 Page 65



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-055-Red2-ENG et WT 16-07-2021 66/79 T —JCC-OBHH4BIHTO55RedENCGIWII6-072021-66/79-NB-TF
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the publicteetesstfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0884

1 THE INTERPRETER: [15:17:10] Message from the Sango booth: The interpreter's
2 mic -- Sango interpreter's mic is not working. The switch doesn't come on. The
3 light doesn't come on.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:17:27] It seems to be one of these days.
5 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:17:35] If I may?
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:17:37] Of course you may.
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:17:39] Are you -- to the Witness, thatis. Are you able to at
8 least finish your thought in French?
9  Canyou hear in the French booth, the witness?
10 THE INTERPRETER: [15:17:59] Message from the French booth: There was a
11 problem with the mics and that seems now to have been resolved. Apologies for any
12 inconvenience.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:10] Okay.
14 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:18:10] Okay.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:13] Although, you might now think you are
16  in anever-ending spiral of thoughts, but it's the fourth or fifth time now. Give it
17 another try.
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:18:23]I'll try. Okay.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:24] And, of course, Mr Witness, it's not at all
20  your fault. We have to apologise for the technical problems simply.
21 Mr Vanderpuye.
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:18:32] Sorry.
23 Q. [15:18:34] What I was saying was that you were in the middle of explaining how
24 (Redacted) so they could see what was happening or

25  see where the Anti-Balaka were before I interpreted you. So I thought and the
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1 Presiding Judge also thought it would be a good idea to proceed in private session
2 since (Redacted),
3 and that might tend to identify you.
4 So if you want to continue explaining what you were saying before I interrupted you,
5  this is the reason for it and please go ahead if you want to.
6 A. [15:19:27] Yes, (Redacted). (Redacted) and that's where they
7  came to the base. But people didn't want them on the site, but
8  (Redacted)
9  (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted) that this is what was happening at -- but if you'd
13 gone to PK5 with Muslims, you would have seen the same thing. And if this wasn't
14 brought to an end, we would end in chaos. So there was a possibility to relay the
15 reality of what people were living in the field. There were no police there, there
16  were no gendarmes there and the Muslims and the Christians were laying down the
17 law by themselves. They were playing the role of police gendarmerie. It was
18  complete chaos. And (Redacted)
19  (Redacted).
20 Q. [15:21:26] And you referred to a base. Yeah, you referred to a base. First of all,
21 did -- how do you know about that base? Is that (Redacted)
22 (Redacted)? Can you explain that, a bit about it?
23 A.  [15:22:02] Yes, (Redacted). It was the Anti-Balaka base there.
24 Q. [15:22:14] Who was the chief of that Anti-Balaka base?

25 A.  [15:22:33] In this -- these bases where several groups. Some who came from
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1 Bossangoa, some from Yaloke, some from Bossembélé. They were all together there.
2 There was Bama, there was Houronti, and Richard Bozand (phon) and the one who
3 talked earlier. I think his name is Demafouth, but I don't know his other name.
4 There were different sections there together. Some came from -- so those came from
5 Bossangoa, obeyed their commander. It's alarge area and they were regrouped in
6  their various sections in the various areas, but they only obeyed their own leaders.
7  (Redacted) ready to calm them down, to try and calm
8  their anger.
9 Q. [15:23:41] How many elements were at that base in -- around the time that this
10  (Redacted)?
11 A. [15:24:05] That is something that I couldn't give you an exact figure for, but
12 maybe a thousand because a commander could have two to 300 men. ButIcan't
13 give you an exact figure.
14 Q. [15:24:23] Last question on this one. You mentioned that -- or you believe that
15 (Redacted) after December, is what it says in the transcript, but my
16  question is was it after December as in the month or was it after 5 December as in the
17  date of the Anti-Balaka attack?
18 A. [15:25:19] I don't know for sure, but it was after the month of December, after
19  the month of December because Djotodia had already resigned.
20 Q. [15:25:39] And is this the same area or the same base where you say elements
21  came from the provinces and approached you (Redacted)?
22 A.  [15:26:06] Yes, yes. (Redacted). It was that base.
23 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:26:13] All right. Ithink we can go into open session,
24 Mr President.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:26:16] I thought so.
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1 Open session.

2 (Open session at 3.26 p.m.)

3 THE COURT OFFICER: [15:26:32] We are back in open session, Mr President.

4 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:26:40]

5 Q. [15:26:41] Just before we broke for lunch I was asking you about how

6  Mr Ngaissona, Maxime Mokom and his father contributed to organising combat in

7  thefield, I think is how you putit. So my first question is, what is your

8 understanding about how they organised combat in the field?

9 A. [15:28:04] I was not in the field to know how they organised combat, but
10 according to -- but the person who coordinated the attacks, that was Maxime Mokom.
11 I'wasnot there. Ican'tsay how things were exactly. Ican't--
12 Q. (Overlapping speakers)
13 A. --Tknow that they were advancing. But talking of their strategy or tactics is
14 something I can't do.
15 Q. [15:28:39] Who were carrying some arms, homemade weapons, machetes,
16 artisan, did you hear talk about they acquired those arms or how they acquired
17  ammunition for those arms?
18 A. [15:29:38] There were two types of weapons. You saw hunting weapons and it
19  was the hunting weapons. And according to the information I had, because I wasn't
20  there myself, it was Maxime Mokom who supplied the ammunition for the hunting
21  weapons. Butthe war weapons are lethal weapons. There were all some military
22 who had fled together with their weapons. So when they went out, they had their
23 war weapons. For some of the incidents, when they killed Séléka they took them
24 and they took the weapons from that person killed in the field, but I don't know who

25  supplied the weapons.
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1 Q. [15:30:41] All right. So you ever heard anybody talking about how they got
2 bullets to put in those guns?
3 A, [15:31:00] No, I know nothing about that. With regard to the war weapons, I
4 don't know anything about them. But the other weapons, the homemade weapons,
5 Maxime Mokom called me. He bought ammunition from the Zongo and he gave
6  them to the women who were selling them, some women to take them to the field.
7  But as for the actual war weapons, I don't know.
8 Q. [15:31:44] So you had a conversation with Maxime Mokom about how he was
9 involved in procuring ammunition for Anti-Balaka elements?
10 A. [15:32:09] Yes, he told me that himself.
11 Q. [15:32:16] Do you remember when he told you that or how often?
12 A, [15:32:34] I do not remember, but, you know, he -- when he called me, initially, I
13 did not believe what he was saying when he was saying that the Anti-Balaka were on
14 the ground and that they were advancing towards Bangui. I didn't believe what he
15 was telling me because the Séléka were better equipped in terms of weapons than the
16  Anti-Balaka. Itis only towards the end that I finally realised that the Anti-Balaka
17 were effectively advancing. And you see, at the time, he took himself to be a
18  commander, but I didn't even know that it was Maxime. I only finally realised that it
19  was -- the person who called himself commander was -- was effectively Maxime
20  Mokom.
21 Q. [15:33:33] All right. I think I understood you to say that the person who called
22 himself commander was introduced to you by his father who you knew as a sous
23 préfet of Gamboula by the name of Bernard Mokom and that he put you in contact
24 withhisson. Do I have that right?

25 A. [15:34:21] Yes, let me repeat myself. The commander himself was Maxime

16.07.2021 Page 70



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-055-Red2-ENG et WT 16-07-2021 71/79 T FCC-OHA4-OHH8TF055RedENGWNITH6-072024-TI9NB-F
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the publicteetessfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0884

1 Mokom. He wasacommander of the police, but he never told me that he was
2 Maxime Mokom. People referred to him as commandant, but I did not know. Itis
3 only after the month of February or in March when he returned to Bangui that I
4 understood that he was the one. Prior to that, whenever we spoke on the phone, he
5 referred to him as commandant, commandant, or commander, commander. I asked
6  him then why he had introduced himself as a commander and then he told me that it
7  was because some investigations were ongoing and, therefore, he could not use the
8 name Maxime Mokom and that's how things happened.
9 Q. [15:35:20] So earlier when you described the organisation and you said on the
10 one hand you were engaged in certain activities and on the other hand eux, "them",
11 were engaged in organising operations on the ground, and I asked you who do you
12 mean by them and you said Ngaissona, Maxime Mokom, Kokaté and Bernard
13 Mokom, to your knowledge, what was the role of Ngaissona in organising operations
14 on the ground or contributing to the organisation of operations on the ground?
15 A, [15:36:30] Well, as I already told you, he was in a group in Cameroon which
16  often worked with Maxime Mokom. He always told me that his children were
17 advancing towards Bangui, but he himself never personally went to the field, so I'm
18  not going to lie on his behalf today. Inever saw him on the ground, but what is sure
19 s that he had constant and regular contact with Maxime Mokom. AsItold you, in
20  Cameroon they set up a team to coordinate activities. I myself, I was not on the field
21 or on the ground, so I cannot lie to this court.
22 Q. [15:37:22] Allright. I think -- I think I'm clear on that now, what that team was.
23 AsIwas saying at the beginning, I was just about to ask you about Mr Yekatom when
24 we broke for lunch, and you had said that everybody contributed to the effort to

25  chase away the Séléka. So I was going to ask you about Mr Yekatom. Was he
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1 among the people that contributed to chasing away the Séléka as a part of
2 Anti-Balaka?
3 A, [15:38:09] Yes, Yekatom was also an Anti-Balaka, but he operated differently.
4  He operated more in the Zongo area. Previously, he was not -- at the beginning, he
5  was not with the other team whose names I mentioned a short while ago.
6 Q. [15:38:33] And when you say "at the beginning", what do you mean by that?
7 A. (Nointerpretation)
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:39:02] I'm not getting a translation on that.
9 THE WITNESS: [15:39:06](Interpretation) When you say "at the beginning", what
10 are you referring to?
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:39:15] That was the question. Would you
12 please be so kind, Mr Witness, to repeat your answer? Thank you.
13 THE WITNESS: [15:39:35](Interpretation) Yeah, what I was saying is that the
14 Prosecutor asked me a question about "at the beginning". He said, "at the beginning".
15 Idon'tremember. Can you please remind me what the question is?
16 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:39:49]
17 Q. [15:39:50] Yes, I'll try. I think your previous answer was that Yekatom
18  operated differently and he operated more in the Zongo area, but at the beginning, he
19  was not with the other team whose name I mentioned a short while ago.
20 So my question to you is when you say "at the beginning", what did you mean by that?
21 What period are you talking about?
22 A. [15:40:38] When the Séléka entered, he fled to Zongo and the authorities in
23 Zongo imprisoned him. It is only after he was released from prison that he crossed
24 theriver to the Central African Republic. At that time, he started to set up his own

25 movement and he called on his brothers in arms to create his own group, and that's
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1 what I can say about Yekatom.
2 Q. [15:41:22] And do you know when that was, approximately? Was it after
3 August, for example? After the airport demonstration or before the airport
4 demonstration, to your knowledge?
5 A. [15:41:49] No,no. He --hefled. He had fled a long time ago immediately
6  after the arrival of the Séléka. That is when he fled to seek refuge in Zongo. And it
7  was around 5 December that I saw him and I knew and I had learned that he was in
8  Zongo and that he finally came back to the country to set up his group. He had fled
9 along time ago.
10 Q. [15:42:23] Okay. So Ijust want to make sure I understand you. You learned
11 that Yekatom had come back, crossed back over the river to Bangui only in
12 December of 2013?
13 A. [15:42:51] No, not in December. There was word going around about his
14  return, but I had not seen him. He -- personally, I had not seen him and there was
15 some activities around Pissa, but that was -- that was in December. It was in
16  December that I got to see him and to know him and then to understand also that he
17  is the one who had created the group around Pissa in a bid to move on Bangui.
18 Q. [15:43:36] And what about that group? Did you know how many people were
19  in that group or who comprised the group? Were they soldiers? Were they
20  civilians? Do you have any idea about that?
21 A.  [15:44:07] The day on which we met, we saw each other, was on 5 December
22 and that was in Boeing. He was in Boeing. We greeted each other and he was in
23 the company of two of his aide-de-camp. He asked me, "Junior brother, how are you?
24 I don't understand what's going on. There's total disorder." So I told him that my

25  people had come from all over and so he -- I also told him that some of his people had
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1 come from Bossangoa. Shortly, thereafter, he left for the Yamwara school and it is
2 there -- it is to that school that he withdrew and set up his base. His group was
3 made up of soldiers, was mostly made up of soldiers. They were civilians who
4 volunteered to join the movement, but mostly joined it around Bangui and along the
5  way starting from Pissa as he advanced. That is how things unfolded. So I cannot
6 tell you specifically at what time he crossed the river and at what time he created his
7  group. Icannot tell you that information with -- specifically enough.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:45:35] The witness has foreshadowed already, I
9  think, an area that you would want to cover later on.
10 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:45:42] Yeah, I think so.
11 Q. [15:45:50] With respect to the -- with respect to the advancement of his group
12 and respect -- concerning the attack on Bangui, what information did you have?
13 WhatI saw in the transcript is that he had set up his group in Pissa, or at least to the
14 south of Bangui, in a bid toward the attack on Bangui. And I want to be clear on
15 whatitis that you said. Can you perhaps explain that a bit?
16 A. [15:46:43] Yes, indeed he had his men who came from Pissa or from Lobaye area
17 because he is the one who controlled that area and they moved on Bangui on
18 5 December to chase Djotodia out. I think this was not a secret. It is something that
19  was known to all Central Africans. Rambo, he was well-known. And when I talk
20  about Rambo, it is Yekatom I'm referring to. He was in the Pissa area and he
21  advanced from there to Bangui. And this was public and common knowledge.
22 Q. [15:47:25] And with respect to the 5 December attack, what is your information
23 about what his group did or he did in the course of carrying it out? What do you
24 know about their involvement in the 5 December attack.

25 A. [15:48:01] On 5 December I was in Boeing. He had come from Mbaiki. He
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1 had come from Mbaiki. And at PK9 there was a Séléka captain who fought -- who

2 fought -- he fought him off, but I had seen that captain before 5 December. But what

3 hedid before 5 December, I don't know. But after 5 December, he set up his base at

4  Yamwara. Before 5 December, I am not aware of what actions he had undertaken.

5 Tamnot able to give you that information. Idon't know. Because people were

6  coming in from everywhere and it was not possible to say that this group or this

7 section had committed such and such an action.

8 Q. [15:48:56] You saw him in Boeing on 5 December, you said, and he was in the

9  company of his aide-de-camp. 1 think that's what you said. Is that -- so, first of all,
10 who are or who did you know to be his aide-de-camp?
11 A. [15:49:29] One of his aide-de-camp was called Dolway and the other was Habib
12 Beina. Ithink heis deceased. And then there was another one whose nickname
13 was Coeur de Lion, Lion Heart, and they were all soldiers.
14 Q. [15:49:57] And you saw them all three together on 5 December. ~Around what
15 time of day did you see them, if you can recall?
16 A. [15:50:23] I saw them around noon because there had been a lull in the fighting,
17 solsaw them. Isaw them and Ihave come here to tell you the truth. I can tell you
18  that we greeted each other, but we did not spend much time together because after
19  the greetings he went to his base at the Yamwara school. But we met and we greeted
20  each other and I saw him.
21 Q. [15:50:57] Do you know a location called Projet?
22 A.  [15:51:09] Yes, Projet is in Boeing. It is located behind the Muslim cemetery.
23 Q. [15:51:21] Do you know if there was an Anti-Balaka base or a grouping in that
24  area around the time of the 5 December attack?

25 A. [15:51:53] Yes, it is at Projet that people were coming in from all directions. It
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1 was one of the biggest neighbourhoods of Boeing. And as I told you, those who
2 were arriving had filled up the entire sector. Even before 5 December, some persons
3 were already in Projet. They would come sometimes one by one, all of them on foot.
4 Even those from Bossangoa and Bouca, they all came on foot.
5 Q. [15:52:34] How far is it from the place that you saw Yekatom and his
6  aide-de-camp on 5 December around noon?
7 A. [15:53:07] It was nearby, nearby the Bangui M'Poko airport. His elements were
8 stationed at Projet while others were at Yamwara school. He came with his
9  aide-de-camp and we met near the airport. We greeted each other, as I have already
10  told you. You see, the fight against Séléka was not carried out only by an individual.
11 It was done by several groups. Itis on 5 December that there was some kind of a
12 gathering or rallying around that area, and it's on that 5 December that people had
13 come from various areas and that's when we met.
14 Q. [15:54:00] And by the way you describe how you greeted one another, I take it
15 that you had known Yekatom before 5 December -- well before the 5 December attack;
16 isthat right?
17 A. [15:54:25] Yes, that is -- that is correct. As I said yesterday, we knew ourselves
18  from before. Yekatom was a soldier working at Camp de Roux. His office was near
19  mine. I know all of these people. And (Redacted)
20  (Redacted). He was an elder brother in our neighbourhood, so I know him and I
21 know him very well. It's not that anybody needs to introduce Yekatom to me. When
22 we met we knew each other, but I think we did not spend more than 30
23 minutes together, as there was firing, gunshots and Séléka was approaching and
24  that's how we ended up on that day, 5 December.

25 Q. [15:55:21] If not from him directly, do you know how it is that he became
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1 involved in the 5 December attack?
2 A, [15:55:36] Well, as I already today you, he was in Zongo. He had been
3 detained and then was released, then he crossed over and met up with his comrades
4 in arms and then they began to organise themselves. This is what I know about
5 whathedid. However, people used to talk about what Yekatom was doing, but I
6  didn't know that he was the one. And then on 5 December I realised that, oh, yeah,
7 it'shim, Rambo. And that's when we had that brief discussion of a few minutes.
8 Q. [15:56:44] When you say that people used to talk about what he was doing, what
9 doyoumean by that? What did you understand or hear that he was doing before
10 yousaw him on 5 December? Do you mean organising his elements or do you mean
11 other things?
12 A. [15:57:20] I think it was more about the organisation of his group, of his
13 elements.
14 Q. [15:57:28] Did you ever discuss what Yekatom was doing with Maxime Mokom?
15 A. [15:57:51] No, no. Maxime Mokom and myself have never talked about
16 Yekatom. You see, when Yekatom arrived in Bangui -- by the way, Maxime Mokom,
17 come to think of it, he is the one who was at the origin of his arrest to the extent that
18  he provided information to some Congolese authorities. From what I know, or from
19  what I got to know later, is that there was a misunderstanding between Yekatom and
20  Maxime Mokom, a great misunderstanding.
21 Q. [15:58:31] So you never heard that they were in contact before the 5 December
22 attack or in relation to the 5 December attack in particular? You never heard that?
23 A. [15:58:58]  have given you the information that  have. Before December he
24 was in Pissa organising his group. He had clashes with Séléka. We heard people

25  talk about it, but  had never seen him. It's only on 5 December when I saw him that
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1 Irealised that he was the one who was leading the actions or activities against Séléka.
2 Q. [15:59:32] Just so that I understand, you heard on 5 December, or shortly before,
3 that he was the one that was leading actions against the Séléka before 5 December,

4 just soIunderstand?

5 A. [15:59:55] Yes, that is correct.

6 Q. [15:59:56] So my question is, did you hear after 5 December up until today, did

7  you ever discuss with anyone whether Yekatom was in contact with Maxime Mokom

8 inrelation to the 5 December attack?

9 A. [16:00:47]Idon't know. Maybe I've forgotten, but what is clear is that Maxime
10 Mokom and Yekatom were both in Zongo. They know each other well. They know
11 each other, actually, very well.

12 MR VANDERPUYE: [16:01:05] Okay. Mr President, I think now is a good time
13 for--

14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:01:07] Indeed. And, you know, the question
15  that I always ask when things are advancing. Iwould put it this way. We have
16  four days next week and from the estimates of the Defence I understand that they
17 need three days, perhaps -- yeah, so I would simply ask you to finish on Monday.
18 Good. Thank you.

19 Mr Witness, that concludes your testimony only for today. I want to thank you for
20  answering all the questions. Also, I thank you to Ms Mbida at the video link location.
21 And I want to remind you, Mr Witness, you must not talk to anyone about your

22 evidence, about your testimony during the weekend.

23 Do you understand that?

24  THE WITNESS: [16:02:03](Interpretation) Yes, I have understood. It's clear.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:02:27] Okay. Thank you.
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1 This concludes the hearing for today and for this week. We reconvene on Monday,
2 9.30--11.30, of course. Thank you.
3 THE COURT USHER: [16:02:41] All rise.

4 (The hearing ends in open session at 4.02 p.m.)
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