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International Criminal Court1

Trial Chamber V2

Situation: Central African Republic II3

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard4

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/185

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and Judge Chang-ho Chung6

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 17

Monday, 27 September 20218

(The hearing starts in open session at 10.18 a.m.) *(Reclassified partially in public)9

THE COURT USHER:  [10:18:32] All rise. 10

The International Criminal Court is now in session.11

Please be seated. 12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:18:56] Good morning, everyone.13

Could the court officer please call the case. 14

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:19:03] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.15

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus16

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18. 17

And for the record, we are in open session.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:16] Thank you very much.19

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  First the Prosecution. 20

Mr Iverson, please.21

MR IVERSON:  [10:19:22] Good morning, your Honours.  Maria Berdennikova,22

Yassin Mostfa, Kweku Vanderpuye and Eric Iverson for the Prosecution. 23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:33] Thank you.24

The representatives of the victims, please, next.25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-064-Red-ENG W T 27-09-2021 1/78 SZ TICC-01/14-01/18-T-064-Red2-ENG RCL W T 27-09-2021 1/78 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0306

27.09.2021          Page 2

MR FALL:  [10:19:37](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.  The representatives1

of victims are represented today by Mr Enrique Carnero, Madam Mouhia Asso and2

myself, Yaré Fall.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:58] Thank you.4

Mr Suprun.5

MR SUPRUN:  [10:20:00] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  The former6

child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of7

Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:20:10] Thank you.9

I turn to the Defence.  Ms Dimitri first.  10

MS DIMITRI:  [10:20:10] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your11

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Mr Yekatom, who is present in the courtroom,12

is represented today by Mr Gyo Suzuki, Ms Sabrine Bayssat, Ms Yousra Lamqaddam,13

and myself Mylène Dimitri. 14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:20:27] Thank you. 15

Mr Knoops.16

MR KNOOPS:  [10:20:30] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. Good17

morning everyone in the courtroom.  Mr Ngaïssona today is represented by myself;18

on my right side Chiara Giudici, case manager; and Mathilde Couloigner, intern.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:20:43] Thank you very much.20

We will now start with the testimony of Witness P-0306.21

Mr Witness, good morning.  Can you hear and understand me well?22

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-030623

(The witness speaks Sango)24

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:21:28] There's obviously a translation problem1

or connection problem.  I don't know. 2

In the meantime I can announce the schedule for today.  That is I think known to3

you, but actually I had forgotten it:  10:15 to 11:30.  Then a short coffee break.  4

12 till half past 1.  And then I think 3 until half past 4. 5

So I repeat it.  Mr Witness, good morning.  Can you hear and understand me well?6

THE WITNESS:  [10:23:03](Interpretation) Yes, I can hear you. 7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:23:08] On behalf of the Chamber I would like to8

welcome you to the courtroom.  You are called to testify to assist this Chamber in the9

case of Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona. 10

I don't know how the regulations at the point where you are are with regard to11

wearing the mask.  If it is not obligatory there to wear the mask and you wish to take12

it off, you may do so.  Otherwise you keep it, keep the mask on. 13

I also note the presence of Mr Jean Pierre Madoukou, who has been appointed as a14

legal adviser to the witness pursuant to Rule 74 of the Rules of Procedure and15

Evidence.  I was informed that he must be close by to the witness, so I simply give it16

a try.17

Welcome, Mr Madoukou.  Can you hear me also well?18

THE WITNESS:  [10:24:42](Interpretation) Good morning.  Can you hear me?  Can19

you hear me, please? 20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:24:48] Yes, we can hear you.  At the moment I21

addressed your counsel, Mr Jean Pierre Madoukou, and I simply wanted to make22

sure that your counsel also can follow the proceedings, which is very important in23

this case.  And if counsel would be able to given us a signal, or even better to24

(Overlapping speakers)25
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I see someone whom I assume is Mr Madoukou, but we didn't -- we didn't hear1

anything.  So just -- we just want to make sure that he is present and that he can2

follow the proceedings and that he is able, in case it is needed, to interfere.3

MR MADOUKOU:  [10:26:06](Interpretation) I can hear you loud and clear.  I have4

just for my part asked you the question whether you can hear me also.  5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:26:14] If this was not the witness but6

Mr Madoukou, then we would be fine I think.  I think -- I simply assume it because I7

saw someone talking.8

So, Mr Witness, I turn back to you now.  Please listen, Mr Witness.  Mr Witness,9

only speak when we are asking you.  10

Mr Witness, whenever you think there is a need to confirm with your lawyer, please11

let us know.  There might be questions put to you that might tend to incriminate you. 12

In these cases, you can answer the questions or you can refuse to answer them.  You13

can consult with your legal adviser, with your lawyer, for that purpose.  Do you14

understand that?15

THE WITNESS:  [10:27:27](Interpretation) I understand you. 16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:27:30] Mr Witness, there are protective measures17

put in place to ensure that your identity is not revealed to the public.  We have face18

distortion.  This means that the public cannot see your face during your testimony. 19

Only the people in the courtroom today can see you.20

We have voice distortion.  This means that your voice is being disguised so that the21

public cannot recognise it.  Only the people in the courtroom today can hear your22

voice.23

And finally, we refer to you not with your name, but with a pseudonym.  This is the24

reason why I address you as "Mr Witness".  This way the public will not know your25
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name.1

Did you understand, Mr Witness?2

THE WITNESS:  [10:28:48](Interpretation) Yes, I understand.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:28:50] Mr Witness, there should be a card on the4

desk in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell the truth.  If you are more5

comfortable if I read it to you and you repeat it, then we can do it this way. 6

Otherwise, please read the card out aloud. 7

Okay, we do it this way, Mr Witness -- 8

THE WITNESS:  [10:29:16](No interpretation) 9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:16] Yeah, yeah.  I understand.10

Mr Witness, so please listen to me and speak after me.11

I solemnly declare. 12

THE WITNESS:  [10:29:37](Interpretation) I solemnly declare. 13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:40] That I will speak the truth. 14

THE WITNESS:  [10:29:44](Interpretation) That I will speak the truth. 15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:54] The whole truth. 16

THE WITNESS:  [10:30:01](Interpretation) All the truth. 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:05] And nothing but the truth. 18

THE WITNESS:  [10:30:16](Interpretation) And nothing but the truth. 19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:20] Thank you.20

Mr Witness, you are now under oath.  This means that you have to tell the truth.  I21

want to reiterate to you that, that you are sworn in.  And I also have to tell you that it22

is an offence within the jurisdiction of this Court to give false testimony.  23

You understand that, Mr Witness?24

THE WITNESS:  [10:30:56](Interpretation) Yes, I understand you. 25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:59] Before we start with the questioning of1

you, there are some practical matters I would like to tell you.  2

Everything we say here in the courtroom is written down and interpreted in various3

languages.  You know that.  It is therefore important to speak clearly into the4

microphone and at a slow pace.  Because otherwise the interpreters cannot follow5

and they do not get everything what you say.  6

Please also only start speaking when the person asking you the question has finished. 7

And perhaps wait a couple of seconds.  This is also necessary so that the interpreters8

can follow. 9

You may be questioned by the lawyers from the Prosecution, they will start soon, the10

Defence and the victims representatives, and also by the judges.  11

I turn shortly to the participants, a short reminder in light of the issues raised by the12

participants in relation to interpretation and transcripts.  You are aware that some13

measures have been taken by the Chamber.  We hope that this will work, but14

nevertheless, our help is also needed.  This means also here we in the courtroom15

have to speak slowly and to observe the breaks to facilitate the work of the16

interpreters.17

I give now the floor to the Prosecution.  And the Chamber, we have talked about this18

before, given the specific situation that we have here, we would highly appreciate it if19

the examination was very focused on the main issues that you might think are20

important.  This also would of course later on apply to the Defence.  And having21

looked into what is expected from this testimony, five days seems to be quite long, let22

me put it this way.23

Mr Iverson, you have the floor.  I think you take it with these a little bit cryptic24

words, but you understand what is behind this.  You have the floor.  25
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QUESTIONED BY MR IVERSON:1

Q.   [10:33:29] Good morning, sir.  We met briefly on Thursday last week, but I just2

wanted to introduce myself again.  My name is Eric Iverson and I'm a trial lawyer3

with the Office of the Prosecutor.4

Are you feeling well this morning?5

A.   [10:33:58] I'm feeling fine, but I think there is an onset of a little fever that I have. 6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:12] May I.7

Mr Witness, this is perfectly clear.  When you don't feel well enough to continue8

with the examination, please let us know that.  So if you're saying at the moment9

you're feeling fine, it's okay, then we continue with the examination.  When you10

think it's getting worse and you feel you need a break, please let us know.  11

And I also address Mr Madoukou who is close by, you are closer to the witness, much,12

much closer than we are, please also observe his well-being.  Thank you very much.13

Mr Iverson, please continue.14

MR IVERSON:  [10:34:52] Your Honour, I'd like to request that we go into private15

session. 16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:57] Of course.17

MR IVERSON:  [10:34:58] To get identifying information.  18

And just for the Chamber's knowledge and for everybody in the courtroom, I do19

anticipate asking for quite a number of private sessions, considering the20

circumstances (Overlapping speakers)  21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:10] Let me put it, you know the principle22

attitude, so to speak, of the Chamber towards this question, but here we have23

circumstances where this is fully understood.  So we go to private session. 24

(Private session at 10.35 a.m.) *(Reclassified partially in public)25
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:35:31] We are in private session, Mr President. 1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

MR KNOOPS:  [11:19:37] Mr President, may I kill the time, so to speak? 14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:19:42] That's very -- because silence is a little bit15

uncomfortable in a courtroom where so many people are, so it's appreciated. 16

(Overlapping speakers)  It's depends a little bit what you want to address but -- 17

MR KNOOPS:  [11:19:56] It's functional, it's functional for the Chamber.  18

We noticed twice in the French translation from the Sango booth, and specifically 19

line 21, 22 of page 21, that the interpretation.20

(Mr Yekatom enters the courtroom) 21

MR KNOOPS:  [11:20:21] Sorry, the interpretation both alerted that the sound quality22

might also affect the quality of the interpretation.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:20:31] We will have to try to fix that.  It might,24

perhaps, even make -- it may, perhaps, make even sense to have now a break. 25
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I would assume we try to make it better.  Otherwise, we have to get along with what1

we have.  It's -- I don't see another solution at the moment.  Perhaps one or two2

questions we continue.  3

And to the witness.  Mr Witness, so you see, we have connection problems.  This is4

nothing very special.  You are sitting quite far away from this court, so it's a small5

wonder that we have connection at all.  But this is the reason why there is sometimes6

such a back and forth, so it's not that we are impolite letting you sit there without any7

further questions.8

Do we continue?  We give it a try, Mr Iverson, and then we get, perhaps, a feedback9

from the booth. 10

MR IVERSON:  [11:21:36] Very well.11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

Q.   [12:09:12] And these weapons that you took, were they rifles, machine guns? 6

What kind of weapons were they that you took?7

A.   [12:09:41] The weapons that we recuperated, they were AK-47, which we called8

kalachs.  And DKM also.  They were DKM and the kalachs.  We called them kalachs. 9

Those are the weapons that we recuperated after they fled, after the Seleka fled.10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

A.   [12:11:13] I don't want to lie to you.  Everybody rose up spontaneously.  But I14

can't give you an estimate because the population had suffered exactions from the15

Seleka and they rose up spontaneously to fight against that.  (Redacted)16

(Redacted)  And afterwards, it spread, others joined, but I cannot17

give you a number, a precise number.  The population just rose up in order to chase18

out the Seleka, the entire population. 19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

A.   [12:47:03] Yes.  Ngaïssona said that he was the chief, the general coordinator of3

the Anti-Balaka group. 4

That is the name that he gave to the group Anti-Balaka because we had started5

fighting with machetes and sticks and so on, so we have more of edged weapons. 6

And so he said -- he gave the name Anti-Balaka and he introduced himself as the7

general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka.  That is what he told us.  That is what he8

told me and it was at that point that I understood that he was the real leader.  That is9

when I came to know about the role that he was playing.10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

THE WITNESS:  [12:57:07](Interpretation) Now, that is what I can say.  But12

regarding the other dates, the date of his arrival and then the date of our fighting with13

the Seleka, we arrived on 5 December and he arrived in January while there was still14

fighting going on between us and the Seleka.15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

So the objective was to reinforce us in order to carry out our objectives.  So there4

were many of us, there were already many of us.  And then in addition to the5

reinforcements that came from Bangui, we were many of us.  So it is in a general or6

global way that I'm referring to "we".  It was on the instructions of our leader.  But7

he is the one who was the leader and he's best placed to give you the numbers8

involved, the strength of that group.9

I can tell you that there were many people, and I can also add that there were both10

soldiers and civilians amongst the members of those -- of that group.  And that is11

how we progressed and advanced until we reached Bangui.  That is how things12

happened.13

MR KNOOPS:  [13:00:40] Mr President, I'm very sorry to interrupt, but we keep14

being informed by the Sango booth that a lot of information is inaudible.  So I do15

hope that something can be done, because for us this is important.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:00:59] I'm a little bit surprised, actually, because17

just for matters of controlling, every once in while going into the Sango, at least I hear18

it perfectly.  And also we get -- we get translation, so I'm a little bit confused here,19

frankly speaking, what the reason might be.  So... 20

MR KNOOPS:  [13:01:23] Well, the reason being that the French transcript indicates21

that several portions are inaudible.  That's the information we get from the Sango22

booth in French through the French interpreters.   23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:01:39] But the English this time is quite well, so24

actually I think we have no other possibility as to try to continue.  So I'm not really25
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sure what the problem is here.1

MS DIMITRI:  [13:01:54] Mr President, if I can assist, if you look at page 45, line 13. 2

You will see it in French, but you won't see it in English, the Sango booth said3

specifically that there are parts that are inaudible so that the French couldn't translate4

but it wasn't catched by the English, obviously.  So we get it a lot from the French5

booth.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:20] So I think this has to be solved, of course,7

because insofar Mr Knoops and Ms Dimitri you are right.  We have to get all the8

information that the witness can provide us with.  But since I'm not a technician, far9

from being it, and I'm not part of the Registry, I don't know how to fix this problem at10

the moment.11

Mr Iverson.12

MR IVERSON:  [13:02:43] I'm not a technician either, your Honour, but I have been13

here and practised in this Court for 11 years and it's pretty common to see an14

"inaudible" every once in a while.  And in that instance there was only one.  I don't15

find that irregular or out of the ordinary.  I mean, as I read the English transcript, it's16

lucid, it's making sense, I understand it.  So I just question whether or not, you know,17

this particular inaudible actually has any effect on the meaning of anything.  I can18

ask a question, but in my experience, that happens every so often and it's just part of19

translation and transcription.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:03:24] It's part, of course, of the consecutive21

problem, the consecutive translation here.  So what I suggest is we continue from22

here and of course be aware.  Perhaps, also, if the Sango interpreters could provide23

us with the information how much is not audible.24

And if it is not audible, we simply have to do the cumbersome task to ask the witness25
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to repeat.  So I would not see another solution.  If not, perhaps during a break the1

connection can be stabilised, but actually I'm not very -- very optimistic about that.2

Perhaps I can -- I can ask a question to the witness because it came to my mind from3

his last answers.4

Mr Witness, you still see there is this problem, but don't worry about it.  It has5

nothing to do with you and your testimony.  These are simply technical issues.6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

MR KNOOPS:  [13:12:14] Mr President, if I could ask your indulgence to, again, kill9

the time so to speak.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:12:20] Great.11

MR KNOOPS:  [13:12:21] We have for the Court made a calculation and eight times12

in the French transcript it's being clearly said by the booth that some of the13

information the witness gave is inaudible.  I have here the paragraphs and the14

transcript and, therefore, the observation of the Prosecution that it's an incident, with15

all due respect, it's becoming rather structural and we are just not even halfway with16

the witness interrogation.17

And this witness is for the Defence of Mr Ngaïssona very important because we have,18

of course, taking note of the statement which is not into the evidence, of course.  So19

in light of the observation that now in the second session we are already at eight times20

whereby the answers of the witness are inaudible or partially, I do ask the Court to21

consider any form of improvement.  Otherwise, I have to be honest, we are22

protecting here the fair trial rights of Mr Ngaïssona, and I cannot actually accept that23

with this witness we have now eight times on the transcript inaudible.  It's I hope for24

the Court clear that it's not a way we can proceed.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:14:03] Actually, Mr Iverson shortly, please.  No,1

no, Mr Iverson, please. 2

MR IVERSON:  [13:14:07] I just wanted to -- thank you, your Honour.  I just wanted3

to point out in the English transcript it's noted twice that the transcript is inaudible. 4

What I would propose is kind of a practical solution for what has already happened. 5

To the extent Mr Knoops has already identified those segments of the transcript, if he6

could let us know, I would be happy to -- to the extent that we believe there's any7

ambiguity left in the answer or the question or whatever the case may be, I'd be8

happy to take that information and formulate it into question in order to make sure9

that those inaudibles are accounted for so to speak.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:14:49] So, first of all, I think I agree with11

Mr Knoops in principle.  We have to make sure that we get every detail of the12

answers of this witness, and I think this is -- this is very important to do.13

So I just had to confirm here.  Also, we -- perhaps -- but it stands what I said.  I14

agree with Mr Knoops and the Defence, and also it's for the benefit for the15

Prosecution and for, of course, especially also for the judges that we receive full16

answers and the full information.17

When further inaudible -- best solution would of course be to avoid inaudibles.  So18

in case this is not possible, when inaudibles occur, then please flag them immediately,19

then we can -- then we go to the proposition of Mr Iverson, then he repeats the20

question.  And it's cumbersome, but then it takes as long as is takes.  So this is21

I think what we -- what we can do.  And also please take note with regard to the22

corrections of the transcript, of the -- I think of the email that we have sent.  We are23

here in, a little bit in a limbo.  And this is a new practice, but I think we can -- we can24

get along with that.25
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I think this is the best practical solution, but please Defence and also others, please1

alert us when there are further inaudibles and then we solve the problem on the spot.2

(The witness enters the video-link room) 3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:16:50] Another -- another technical matter,4

which is not so important, but nevertheless a little bit important, the judges think it5

would be a good idea to shorten the lunch break to one hour.  So I can already6

announce that.  So we stop at 1.30, we will go until 2.30, and then have the normal,7

so to speak, last session from 2.30 until 4 o'clock.8

I see the witness is back.  9

Mr Witness, if you recall still the question and would want to answer it, it's fine now. 10

If you would want Mr Iverson to repeat the question, you can ask. 11

THE WITNESS:  [13:17:42](Interpretation) I think I remember the first -- the question,12

but I would prefer if you would ask me again.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:17:53] And I think it was my question, so14

perhaps it's better when I repeat it.15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:23:48] Thank you.5

I think I would like to announce a little bit some -- some instructions with regard to6

the transcript, and after that perhaps it makes sense to go into the lunch break and7

then we resume.8

So it has been brought to the attention of the Chamber that some transcript correction9

requests have been received during the hearing this morning and we think that some10

clarification might be needed.  11

As you are aware, the Chamber informed the participants per email on12

22 September 2021, at 1521, about certain new measures implemented by the Registry13

regarding the correction of transcripts.14

One of these measures is the possibility for participants to flag interpretation issues to15

the court interpreters before the edited version is produced.  I would like to give the16

following directions in this regard:17

If the participants wish to make corrections before the edited version is produced,18

these should in principle be sent after the hearing, meaning during the breaks. 19

These requests should be sent to the Registry, specifically to the court interpreters. 20

There is no need to copy the Chamber. 21

But, of course, there's always an exception to the rule and I come back to what we22

discussed a couple of minutes ago and what Mr Knoops mentioned.  And that is if23

an interpretation issue is of such a nature that it will impact on the subsequent24

questioning of the witness, one must therefore be resolved immediately.  In this25
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instance, the participants should flag the issue instantly orally to the Chamber so that1

the witness can be asked for clarification.2

I think if you look at that, it -- we at least hope that this might solve some of the3

problems.  So, in principle, please do not do this during the hearing.  This diverts4

too much attention from your teams also from the matter at stake.  The exception is if5

it is of such an importance.  Mr Knoops, like you said, larger chunks inaudible,6

something like that, or complete misinterpretation, then it should be addressed7

immediately because it would impact on the ongoing questioning of the witness.8

That is at least how we -- Ms Dimitri is not happy with that.  Please.9

MS DIMITRI:  [13:26:41] No, I just want to clarify, your Honour.  10

So if we note -- if we notice something that will impact the questioning, you want us11

to stand up and raise it.  Because obviously the person who is questioning might not12

have listened to both languages and might not have noticed it.  13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:26:55] Yes.  Yes.  But I -- 14

MS DIMITRI:  [13:26:55] But only if it affects the -- the -- 15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:27:01](Overlapping speakers) Yes.  Yes.  And16

please, this -- this you can implement -- or, no, no, you can introduce all sorts of17

abstract rules.  It only functions if it -- if it -- if it is made use of reasonable.  And18

since I -- I -- we have got to know each other, I think, during the past month, I would19

say that everybody, including the victims representative, including Prosecutors, but20

also especially Defence, who has a huge interest of course in that, will not do this21

lightly so that there is a constant interruption.  So we simply trust that for the22

movement, yeah. 23

MR KNOOPS:  [13:27:43] Mr President, may I ask just one question for clarification. 24

Does the Chamber appreciate that directly after the hearing we send the Chamber25
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also, like the example I just gave, the specific references to the inaudible portions of1

the witness statement.  Because now, for instance, I have eight concrete examples in2

the French transcript.  Could it assist the Chamber or is this something different3

from your instructions?4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:28:13] I think we have now a little bit of a5

back -- a backlog of the whole thing.  We get the corrected version later.  I think we6

don't need that, that would -- would simply overwhelm us also. 7

MR KNOOPS:  [13:28:32] Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:28:34] We have also to think about how we can9

manage.10

MR KNOOPS:  Of course.  Of course.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Not only the parties and participants.12

So, on that, Mr Iverson, you want to comment?  13

MR IVERSON:  [13:28:40] Your Honour, the approach is perfectly reasonable and14

practical.  And I think that the point that Prosecution takes away is we should really15

only interject, interrupt when it has -- when it matters, when it's material to the16

answer, when it's material to an issue in the case.  And not for some immaterial issue17

or something that doesn't matter.  And that's clear.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:29:08] Exactly like that.  19

And as I have wanted to flag it, that this is of course not natural science, so we can't20

stay one and one is two.  We can't say -- and if -- there's of course a lot of discretion21

in it, but I really trust that all the parties here in the courtroom will, let's say,22

implement these directions in good faith.23

So, Mr Witness, again you have heard this was all interpretation and connection, had24

nothing to do with your testimony, so don't be worried.  25
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We have now the lunch break for only one hour, as I said, until 2.30.1

THE COURT USHER:  [13:29:52] All rise. 2

(Recess taken at in private session 1.29 p.m.) 3

(Upon resuming in private session at 2.31 p.m.)4

THE COURT USHER:  [14:31:24] All rise. 5

Please be seated. 6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:31:47] Good afternoon, everyone.7

Good afternoon, Mr Witness.8

Mr Iverson, you still have the floor and I understand that we are in private session. 9

MR IVERSON:  [14:31:59]10

Q.   [14:32:03] Sir, welcome back. (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted) So he introduced himself to 10

us as our general coordinator and said that he was the one who had invited us to11

come and fight against the Seleka because of the excesses they were committing.  12

It is true that when I was in -- abroad, I sent you messages inviting you to come.  I13

thank God that we are able to meet today and I introduce myself to you as your14

leader.  It is on that day that I understood that he was our leader.  (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1 

(Redacted)2 

(Redacted)3 

(Redacted)4 

(Redacted)5 

(Redacted)6 

(Redacted)7 

(Redacted)8 

(Redacted)9 

(Redacted)10 

(Redacted)11 

(Redacted)12 

(Redacted)13 

(Redacted)14 

(Redacted)15 

(Redacted)16 

(Redacted)17 

(Redacted)18 

(Redacted)19 

(Redacted)20 

(Redacted)21 

(Redacted)22 

(Redacted)23 

(Redacted)24 

(Redacted) He is25
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the one who presented himself as the general coordinator.  He is himself declared1

that over France 24.  You yourself can find this information on the site of France 24. 2

You can even find the names of certain people on that site.3

If there he gave you another name, then that is false.  He was the one who was our4

leader.  Everyone knew, the entire CAR.  They knew that he was the one who was5

our leader.  They went and signed agreements in Nairobi and in other countries. 6

Everyone knows it.  Everybody is aware of that.  All the white people know it.  It7

is not up to me to tell you certain things.  It is true that if you ask me question and I8

know the answer, I will tell you.  I told you that you can go and find this information9

on the site of France 24.  The information is there.  I think this should not be a10

puzzle, a problem between us.  The people that we met was him indeed.  And I11

obeyed his orders.  He made statements.  He introduced himself as being our leader,12

the general leader.13

But if he is the supreme leader, the people who are under his authority are his14

elements, his lieutenants, and they are working under his authority.  I am asking you15

to pay attention to everything that I am telling you.  This is the time to know the16

truth and differentiate it from the lies. 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:30:10] Mr Witness, I have to stop you here.  It is18

not up to you to reproach the Prosecutor for his line of questioning and to censor, so19

to speak.  So please answer only the questions and we are here in the courtroom and20

we try to figure out what happened.  Nobody of us has been there at the time, and21

you are person who has been there and we simply want to know some details that22

you -- you have expressed who was the coordinator many times, you don't have to23

repeat that.  But on another issue now, try to picture the following in your head:  24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted) Is there anything that 3

you recall that happened that was something special, that was something out of the4

ordinary?  Because we have to -- since we have not been there, we have to picture it5

in our head too what might have happened.6

So please answer that question. 7

THE WITNESS:  [15:32:09](Interpretation) I would like to apologise if you think that8

it was not a good thing, the manner in which I explained.  So I am apologising to the9

Presiding Judge.10

Because of the fact that you did not quite understand me well, I tried to save time.  It11

is true that I'm not here to act in lieu of the Prosecutor or to take the place of the12

Presiding Judge.  It is up to you to put questions to me so that I can provide the13

answers.14

As you know, it was a battle.  When we were advancing, if we came across the15

enemies, we would fight against them.  We were on foot.  There were no vehicles. 16

That is what I experienced that I am telling you. 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:33:17] So could you --18

THE WITNESS:  [15:33:19](Interpretation) If we met the enemy on the way, we19

would fight them.  To be more specific, if we came across the Seleka, then we would20

fight them.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:33:30] And this did happen when you went to22

Bangui; do we understand this correctly? 23

THE WITNESS:  [15:33:58](Interpretation) When we left for Bangui, we had to fight. 24

When we met the enemy, we engaged in fighting and we went on foot.  So there was25
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no vehicle.  If we came across the enemy, we would fight them.  And that is how1 

we made our way to Bangui.  That's what happened. 2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted) We were waiting for the material to 12

be brought to us from Douala.  We needed arms and material for war.  So we13

waited, we waited for it, and that is how we were then asked to go down to Bangui in14

order to receive the material that was going to be brought in by air.  That is how on15

the 5th we took up the weapons, the light weapons that we had captured from the16

Seleka, and then entered Bangui very early in the morning. 17

This is the time at which we received instructions to enter Bangui.  That was on the18

5th December.19

So this is what I can explain to you and nothing else happened after we entered20

Bangui. 21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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A.   [15:48:31] Yes.  What you have just read is in relation to the time at which the1

operations started to enter Bangui.  The preparations started from the 1st to the 4th2

when the decision -- when we received the decision to enter the town of Bangui.3

But when we arrived, maybe there was a mistake in the drafting of the statement,4

maybe.  Now, when we began to prepare, it was on the 1st that we started to make5

preparations to enter Bangui.  So that was the date on which the preparations started6

for the -- for entering into Bangui.7

(Redacted)  But 8

preparations to attack Bangui actually started on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd, and on the 4th9

we were ready for the attack. 10

(Redacted) 11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

A.   [15:50:58] I have told you that we were able to recuperate AK-47 and DKMs16

from the Seleka elements.  We did not have any other type of weapon.  Those were17

the only firearms, the only weapons of war that I knew.  AK-47, otherwise known as18

the kala, or the DKM which we had collected from the Seleka elements, in addition to19

our traditional rifles that we had fabricated. 20

We had therefore the AK-47, the DKM, and our traditional weapons. 21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

THE WITNESS:  [15:52:37](Interpretation) Nobody taught us how to use weapons. 25
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We simply observed what needed to be done to pull down the trigger and do1

whatever we had observed others doing and what Seleka was doing.  So we simply2

imitated what they were doing and that's how we managed to proceed.3

There was no typical training in weapons handling as such.  We simply proceeded4

by observation and imitation. 5

So what I'm explaining to you is what we did. 6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

A.   [15:54:49] We did not have any ammunition.  We simply recovered15

ammunition from the Seleka whom we killed.  It is only when we got to Bangui that16

our leader sent someone with ammunition for the kala and for our traditional guns or17

rifles. 18

So most of the ammunition we got was recovered from Seleka elements.19

When we got to Bangui, the soldiers who were in Bangui and had started fighting20

also provided us with weapons and war ammunitions as well as hunting guns.21

So the chief arrived and he then helped us with reinforcements by way of22

ammunition so that we could engage in the fighting.  So I'm telling you about my23

personal experience. 24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

A.   [15:56:53] On that day God was on our side.  It was thanks to God's support4

that we won the fighting.  We did not have any supplies in ammunition.  We did5

not have any help.  But by God's grace we were able to obtain some ammunition6

which was in the possession of the soldiers -- or which was brought by the soldiers.7

So when we confronted the Seleka, they would flee, leaving behind their weapons8

and ammunition, and that is how we were able to get ammunition supplies and then9

to progress all the way to Bangui. 10

So we really did not have any funding or any provision of weapons.  And what11

simply happened was that we were able to proceed thanks to the Seleka arsenal of12

weapons which they abandoned as they fled. 13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1 

(Redacted)2 

(Redacted)3 

(Redacted)4 

(Redacted)5 

(Redacted)6 

(Redacted)7 

(Redacted)8 

(Redacted)9 

(Redacted)10 

(Redacted)11 

(Redacted)12 

(Redacted)13 

(Redacted)14 

(Redacted)15 

(The hearing ends in private session at 4.07 p.m.) 16
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