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Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0475

1  International Criminal Court
2 Trial Chamber V
3 Situation: Central African Republic II
4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard
5 Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18
6  Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and
7 Judge Chang-ho Chung
8  Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1
9  Friday, 17 December 2021
10 (The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.)
11 THE COURT USHER: [9:32:06] All rise. The International Criminal Court is now
12 in session.
13 Please be seated.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:34] Good morning, everyone.
15 Could the court officer please call the case.
16 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:32:38](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President, your
17  Honours.
18  Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
19  Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
20 And for the record, we are in open session.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [09:33:09] Thank you. I call for the appearances of
22 the parties.
23 Mr Vanderpuye, first.
24 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:33:13] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. Good

25 morning, everyone. Today the prosecution is represented by Maria Berdennikova,
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1 Yassin Mostfa, and myself.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:28] Thank you. The representatives of the
3 victims.
4  Ms Rabesandratana first.
5 MSRABESANDRATANA: [09:33:34](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour,
6  Mr Witness. Good morning to everybody. The -- for the victims of other crimes is
7  represented today by Mr Enrique Carnero Rojo, Mouhia Asso, and
8  Elizabeth Rabesandratana.
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [09:33:34] Mr Suprun.
10 MR SUPRUN: [9:33:43] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. The former
11 child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of
12 Public Counsel for Victims. Thank you.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:47] Thank you.
14 Ms Dimitri for the Defence of Mr Yekatom.
15  MSDIMITRIL:  [9:33:53] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
16  your Honours. Good morning, everyone. Mr Yekatom, who is present in the
17 courtroom, is represented today by Mr Jeremy Pizzi, Ms Lena Casiez, and myself,
18  Mylene Dimitri.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:01] Thank you. And finally Mr Knoops.
20 MR KNOOPS: [9:34:10] Yes. Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. Good
21  morning to everyone in the courtroom. Mr Ngaissona is today represented by Ms
22 Marie-Hélene Proulx, Ms Chiara Giudici, and our inter who has her last day today,
23 Ms Couloigner, and myself.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:56] And we wish Ms Couloigner all the best

25  for her future, of course. No, it's important. And it's the last day for her so -- so I
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think we can do that. And, of course, most importantly, we have Mr Witness at the
video link location. Good morning and welcome from the side of the judges.
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0475 (On former oath)

(The witness speaks French)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS:  [09:34:56](Interpretation) Good morning.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [09:34:58] We continue with the examination by
Ms Casiez. You have the floor.

MS CASIEZ: [9:35:04] Thank you, Mr President, your Honours. Good morning
everyone in the courtroom.

QUESTIONED BY MS CASIEZ: (Interpreted) (Continued)

Q. [9:35:13] Good morning, Mr Witness. Can you hear me clearly?

A.  [9:35:16] Very well.

Q. [9:35:18] I'm going to resume with some questions for you this morning. I'm
going to start with -- by asking for some clarification of some points we discussed
yesterday so that I'm sure I fully understood.

Yesterday, you mentioned at a certain moment that you knew about the existence of
the militia Texas. And you know I showed you two documents. One of them,
there was a list of names of the founder of this militia.

You said you knew them. And I just want to make quite sure that you know them as
founders of the militia as the document suggests.

Is that correct?

A.  [9:36:17] No. Iknow them as Muslims in Central African Republic. And the
movement which I know is much more the movement which I saw in the document

as well, COMUC. And according to the information we had, this -- these were
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1 armed branches who converted and they gave themselves the name COMUC. They
2 converted into an association.
3 Q. [9:37:02] Thank you.
4  Asfar as you know, have you heard that these people which we saw in the document
5  yesterday were part of the militia Texas or the militia that you've just talked about?
6 A. [9:37:22] According to the information that I have, those people were part of
7  Texas. Andit's afterwards that they changed into an association.
8 Q. [9:37:42] Thank you.
9  For the record, the list of the names and the document I'm referring to is tab 12 of the
10 Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2003-1654, page 1756. We don't have to display it. It
11 wasjust for the record.
12 Mr Witness, we also talked a lot yesterday about confusion between Arabs, Muslims
13 and Seleka.
14 With that in mind, could you confirm that the Central Africans who came originally
15 from Chad, but born in the Central African Republic spoke Sango and French. Not
16  so?
17 A.  [9:38:59] The majority spoke Sango. Some who were more literate also spoke
18  French.
19 Q. [9:39:12] Thank you.
20 On another subject, when recalling what we said yesterday, we talked about a deputy
21  of Yekatom who lived in Kapou. *When you say deputy, to be clear, you mean he
22 was his alternate at the National Assembly within the context of his mandate?
23 A, [9:39:48] Yes, that's it.
24 Q. [9:40:01] Thank you. I was waiting for the translation.

25  Inparagraph 56, you said you spoke to the imam Kapou shortly before your
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1  statement in March 2019.
2 Am/ correct in saying that in 2019 he was chased out of Kapou?
3 A, [9:40:29] Yes. It was in 2019 that he was chased out of Kapou.
4 Q. [9:40:40] Thank you.
5 In paragraph 59 and 66 of your statement - this is the first time I mention it today, so
6 I'm going to give you the reference. It's tab 10 of the Prosecution binder,
7 CAR-OTP-2104-0116. And for the French, tab 20 of the Prosecution binder,
8 CAR-OTP-2118-1122.
9  Soin your statement, you talk about the mayor of Pissa.
10  Is that the one who's the mayor since 2013 and is the head of all the mayors, Mr Roger
11 Kopinga (phon)?
12 A, [9:41:39] Affirmative.
13 MSDIMITRI: [9:42:03] Mr President, I was debating whether I do it through email
14 or I pick it up by email, but I'll pick it up now. At page 4, when Ms Casiez asked the
15 question *"when you say deputy, to be clear, you mean he was his alternate at the
16  National Assembly within the context of his mandate", and it was interpreted at page
17 5, line 11, the suppléant "lived in the National Assembly." The meaning is different.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:42:28] Thank you.
19  Please continue, Ms Casiez.
20 MS CASIEZ: [9:42:33](Interpreted)
21 Q. [9:42:37] Thank you for your answer.
22 I'mnow going to go back to your knowledge and experience as journalist. Ihave a
23 first question dealing with the media and, in principle, the radio.
24 During the events, as far as you know, did people rely on the radio?

25 A, [9:42:59] Yes. The people relied on the radio heavily, and especially the Radio
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1 Ndeke Luka, because that was the station that was most frequently listened to
2 and -- during those events because the national radio filtered the information, but the
3 Ndeke Luka gave the information more fully.
4 Q. [9:43:38] I discussed this with my Central African friends *here who told me that
5  thisis street talk gossip. That's what everybody was saying on the streets?
6 A. [9:43:54] Yes. That's *what everybody was saying on the sidewalks.
7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:43:58] Mr Witness, could I please ask you to wait
8 alittle bit with your answer so that the interpreters can follow. So when Ms Casiez
9  has asked a question, please wait perhaps 2 or 3 seconds and then start to answer.

10 Thank you very much.

11  Please continue, Ms Casiez.

12 MS CASIEZ: [9:44:17](Interpreted) Thank you, Mr President.

13 Q. [9:44:21] So you say -- when you talk about *hearsay, you say that sometimes it

14 was correct, sometimes it wasn't correct, *and I believe nobody verified the

15  information; is that correct?

16 A. [9:44:41] Yes, that's correct.

17 Q. [9:44:44] And the Radio Trottoir, this is a powerful form of communication,

18  which fed hate and fear and all, that filtered you and feelings you can imagine during

19  aperiod of crisis.

20 A.  [9:45:12] Yes, that's right. Because the information was circulating, and it

21  created fear amongst the people. And it couldn't be verified. And sometimes it

22 wasn't information that was correct.

23 Q. [9:45:35] Thank you.

24 I'm going to go back to a document which the Prosecution showed us yesterday. We

25 don't have to display it, but I'm going to quote some passages in English. It's tab 1 of
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the Prosecution binder, CAR-OTP-2001-3068. On page 3092, the document says in
English:

(Speaks English) "Since the beginning of skirmishes and battles between the Seleka
and the FACAs in the second half of 2012, insecurity spread throughout the entire
country, impacting directly the work of Central African journalists."

(Interpretation) I would like to know whether this corresponds to your experience,
that insecurity prevented and impacted the work of journalists.

A.  [9:46:58] Yes, indeed. It did impact on the work of journalists because during
this period, those who lived far away from the radio almost didn't come to work.
They didn't come to the office, the station. And sometimes the

journalists -- sometimes the technicians and the journalists even spent the night at the
radio because they didn't feel safe. And that was a problem raised and linked
completely to insecurity.

Q. [9:47:48] And in the document, we talk about 2012. But I could imagine it only
got worse in 2013/2014.

A. [9:47:56] Yes. That's correct.

Q.  [9:48:09] And this insecurity, could it be translated into the fact that the
journalists did not have access to certain neighbourhoods or communities to narrate
their experiences?

A.  [9:48:26] Yes. That'strue. The insecurity meant that the media wasn't free to
circulate and have information. Sometimes they got the information by telephone.
But to go on the spot and to verify the information, it was very difficult.

Q.  [9:48:48] On the same document, on page 3070, in English:

(Speaks English) "Radio Centrafrique suffered from looting. Two transmitters were

stolen in 2013."
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1 (Interpretation) And then you talk about radio on page 3092, in English:

2 (Speaks English) "Most of them have been victims of looting since the beginning of

3 the crisis."

4  (Interpretation) Do you know that?

5 A.  [9:49:35] All the stations of the local radio, the prefecture, all the radio stations

6  were pillaged and vandalised after the -- after this crisis. There were even journalists
7  who died during this crisis.

8 Q. [9:49:57] And independent of the pillage, I imagine that during this period, there
9  was alack of resources and means so that the journalists could carry out their work.
10 A. [9:50:11] Yes. That'sit. When the crisis was raging, we didn't have adequate

11 funds during the crisis.

12 Q. [9:50:30] So, if you remember, the duties of the journalists to inform individuals,
13 particularly during a time of crisis, am I correct in saying that the obstacles -- the

14 security, lack of resources, lack of access -- prevented journalists to verify

15 systematically the information which they shared with their *audience?

16 A. [9:50:56] Yes. But during a crisis, to provide reliable information, you need to
17  carry out investigations so that you make sure that you have correct information, you
18  have to verify the source of the information. And through one, two, three, four

19  individuals, you clarify the information before passing that information on.

20  If you have similar or identical information coming from two, three, four individuals,
21  then you can be sure that this information is correct and you can transmit it to your
22 listeners. That's it.

23 Q. [9:51:40] Here you speak of two, three, four people who can provide

24 information.

25  Asfar as you know, the people also used the radio as a means of denouncing and the
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1 journalists couldn't verify the veracity of that information.
2 A,  [9:52:14] During the crisis, denunciation was done much more. The radio,
3 above all, was the Ndeke Luka, but it wasn't necessarily done on the national radio.
4 So perhaps there was information that came from the national radio, because that's a
5 stateradio. And that's why there were times when there was information. But if it
6  wasn't good information, it was broadcast on private radio stations then immediately.
7  The denunciation took place on the national radio.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:53:08] Mr Vanderpuye.
9 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:53:10] I'm sorry to interrupt. Maybe it's me again. My
10 transcript is not moving. And I looked to see if the other one was, and it wasn't, just
11 amomentago. So ...
12 Itis operable? Thank you.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:53:24] I think so too. Yeah.
14 Okay. Ms Casiez, please continue.
15  MSCASIEZ: [9:53:27] Thank you, Mr President.
16 Q. [9:53:42](Interpretation) A final question on this particular topic.
17 During the crisis, it's much more difficult to -- to make sure that the information you
18  have is reliable, is that correct, as a journalist?
19 A.  [9:53:54] Yes. It'sdifficult. But, nevertheless, you have to always verify the
20  source of the information before passing it on.
21 Q. [9:54:17] Tunderstand. I'm now going to change topics.
22 Inparagraph 39 in your statement, you say -- and I'm going to quote in English.
23 Because I just have to understand the sense of -- (Overlapping speakers)
24 (Speaks English) "Prior to December 5, the Seleka attack started in kilometre 5 area.

25  They always wanted to seek revenge against the Christian brothers, especially in that
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1 area."
2 (Interpretation) What do you mean in this paragraph? Are you saying that before 5
3 December, the Seleka started attacks from KM5?
4 A, [9:54:58] Yes. When they arrived in PK5 -- in KMS5, all the -- the traders in that
5 area, all were automatically ransacked, *all the Central African traders who had
6  kiosks in the 3rd arrondissement, in fact all the kiosks were ransacked.
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:55:40] May I shortly, because it's exactly on that
8 point. The formulation of your statement is, they always wanted to seek revenge.
9  Why "always?" How come this -- why did you formulate it this way? Were there
10  clashes before, or were there grievances before?
11 THE WITNESS: [9:56:37](Interpretation) Are you asking me? If you're asking me,
12 please repeat the question because I haven't fully understood.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:56:42] Apologies. It was my fault.
14 So you formulate "they always," meaning the Seleka? "They always wanted to seek
15 revenge against the Christian brothers." I stumble over the word "they always
16 wanted to." So this seems to suggest that something in the past had happened that
17 made them want to take revenge. Am I right on that assumption? And if so, what
18  wasit?
19 THE WITNESS: [9:57:14](Interpretation) When I talk about "revenge," I think the
20  fact that they had this intention. They always wanted to do harm to their brothers,
21  the Central African brothers. They're not Christians. It's not everybody who's a
22 Christian. It's -- it's not an amalgam between Christians and Muslims. So if I'm
23 talking about "revenge," it's -- they wanted to do harm or create fear within the
24  traders of Central Africa who were established in the 3rd arrondissement.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:58:13] Ms Casiez, excuse me.
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MS CASIEZ: [9:58:16] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [9:58:18](Interpretation) Mr Witness, I'm going to show you a video. I
apologise because the scene that you're going to see will remind you and bring up
bad memories, but I must show you to ask you some questions about it. I'm
referring -- I'm going to use the video in tab 9, CAR-OTP-2005-0084, from the minute
3:40 to minute 6. The transcript is tab 10, CAR-OTP-2127-6903, page 6905, line 68 to
6906, line 115. And the translation is in tab 11, CAR-OTP-2130-119 -- sorry -- 1119,
on page -- page 1122, line 75, and the page 1124, line 127.

Can we now see the video, please. That's fine.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [10:00:20] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)

(Speaks English) "Across the road they spoke to onlookers."

(Interpretation) "... they've become the panthers. But we've all experienced this.
You can't live together with a Muslim because you're from Chad. We don't want to
see you any more. We can't live together with them. Since the Seleka have arrived,
it's over. We're going to kill all the Muslims. We don't want to see any more
Muslims. No Chads here, we don't want to see any more Chads -- Chadian people
here. All the Muslims, we're going to -- we don't want the Chadians here. We're
going to assassinate them."

(Speaks English) "Over the road, locals burnt gris-gris, magic protective necklaces and
bracelets worn by the men who were arrested. And just down the road, a car is on
fire. This country is on the brink of anarchy.

All around the centre of Bangui, there are scenes like this every day. Here, people
are burning the car. We understand that there were some Muslims inside the car.

They've been taken by soldiers, and the people here are so annoyed and angry at
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1 Muslims, they're burning a car.
2 (Interpretation) "We're going to kill them. This is our country. We want peace.
3 We want peace in Central Africa. All the Muslims there, we're going to cut their
4  throats. All the Chadians are false. The shops are from the Muslims. We're going
5 tobreak everything. We're going to destroy everything. We don't want to see them
6 any more. We're going -- we don't want to see any Muslims any more. We're going
7  to break all their shops, everything. * JM: But it's not the Muslims. It's the Chadians.
8 INIL It's over. Whether they are Chadian, Mbororo, Sudanese, we’re going to kill them.
9  No more. We don’t touch the Lebanese or Senegalese any more. We only touch the
10  Chadians and Sudanese. That’s all. Return to Chad. In the name of JESUS, we will kill
11 them! Now we're going to kill them."
12 THE INTERPRETER: [10:02:30] The English booth didn't have the full transcript, so
13 some of it was just done by listening.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:02:40] Yes, but I think, Ms Casiez,
15  presented -- there was a translation. So, yeah. Okay. We don't play it again. So
16 wedon't dothat. Of course, it did also not escape my attention that not everything
17 was translated. But I think what is important at the moment is that the witness has
18  seen this and has understood what has been said.I think you can continue from there.
19 THE COURT OFFICER: [10:03:17](Interpretation) I believe the French booth is on a
20  different channel. There was no interpretation on the French channel.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:03:28] Okay. So no worries.
22 Mr Witness, unfortunately, have you seen the video, Mr Witness, first of all?
23 Ithink give it a try, Ms Casiez. We assume first that it has been translated and that
24 the witness has seen the video. So please continue.

25  MS CASIEZ: [10:04:06](Interpreted)
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1 Q. [10:04:06] Mr Witness, I'm going to ask you a first question about this video.
2 Could you tell me who you see on this video. Are they Anti-Balaka, the population,
3 aself-defence group, delinquents?
4 A. [10:04:30] What I saw on the video was the population and delinquents, the
5  population and delinquents. 1didn't see Anti-Balaka. That is the reaction of the
6  population and some delinquents.
7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:04:51] Mr Vanderpuye.
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:04:52] Yes, Mr President. I think that the question called
9  for speculation. I think the answer is also speculative to the extent that the witness
10 hasn't identified a single person or the manner in which he can distinguish
11 population or the delinquents from any given member of the Anti-Balaka of the
12 hundreds of people we can see in the video.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:05:14] But nevertheless, I think it's -- we can't
14 object to a question that asks a witness seeing this video what kind of people appear
15 to be generically on this -- on this video. And I think the witness has answered it.
16 It could perhaps have been phrased a little bit differently, but all in all, there is
17 nothing objectionable. Please continue.
18 MS CASIEZ: [10:05:41] Thank you, Mr President.
19 Q. [10:05:47] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, does the video -- paragraph 37 of your
20  statement when you say, and I quote: (Interpretation) "*You grew up with people
21  and then afterwards take arms against them. That's the reason why the Christians,
22 they really went against the Muslims."
23 You're talking about the Christian population who rose up against, against the
24 Muslim community to seek revenge. Is that correct?

25 A. [10:06:30] That is correct, but you could feel in the video that you showed us just
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1 now.
2 Q. [10:06:43] Thank you.
3 (Speaks English) (Overlapping speakers) to go in private session just for two or three
4 questions.
5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:06:51] Yes. Private session.
6  (Private session at 10.06 a.m.)
7 ~ THE COURT OFFICER: [10:06:56](Interpretation) We are in private session,
8  Mr President.
9 MSCASIEZ: [10:07:10] Thank you.
10 Q. [10:07:16] (Interpretation) I'm going to show you a document (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 If you could display the article for the witness, please.
14 THE FRENCH INTERPRETER: [10:07:53] Your Honour and your Honours briefly,
15 the French booth has a problem with the microphone so we are trying to -- we have a
16  person trying to fix it right now, and the other colleague, myself, will take over right.
17 Thank you.
18 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:08:03] So we can continue nevertheless. Okay.
19  The video that -- Ms Casiez.
20 MS CASIEZ: [10:08:17](Interpretation)
21 Q. [10:08:17] AsIsaid, I'm going to ask you the question directly.
22 Am/I correct that all this confusion and the rumours we just talked about meant that
23 the Christian and Muslim population ended up attacking each other?
24 A. [10:08:41] As regards the event, the Seleka started this when they entered

25  Bangui, when you compare it to the Central African population in particular, or those
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1 who thought that it was the Christians. And on the other hand, the Anti-Balaka,
2 what they did to the Muslim brothers, when you compare it to what the Seleka did.
3 So during this crisis, we could take note that people were attacking each other
4 mutually vis-a-vis this crisis. And what happened very frequently is that there was
5 amisunderstanding and fighting between the Christians and Muslims. *And that is
6  how RFI dramatised the situation. And you know people listen to RFI a lot and the
7  Central African Republic was already very tense. So when the three leaders arrived
8 and said that this is not a religious war, they worked a lot to try and get rid of this
9  spirit of mind in the minds of the Central Africans saying that there was never a war
10  between the Christians and Muslims. We, the Christians and Muslims, *there are
11 three leaders here and together we will defend the cause within that mindset that the
12 Christians -- that the war was not between the Christians and the Muslims.
13 Q. [10:10:49] You have gone ahead of me on all of my questions more or less. I
14 have only two more for you.
15 But you see, people tended to confuse Seleka and Muslims. And you would agree
16  that they also confused Anti-Balaka for civilian Christians? Is that the case?
17 A. [10:11:12] Yes, indeed. People confused the Anti-Balaka for Christians. But
18  for anyone who knew, they would have known that the Anti-Balakas were not
19  Christians. They were not Muslims as would have been the case maybe with the
20  Seleka. But the same would apply for the Anti-Balaka. We couldn't say that they
21 were all Christians. That's it.
22 Q. [10:11:39] With all what we have said so far, let me hop back briefly to the video
23 and ask whether, according to what you knew, scenes as those which we saw on the
24 video occurred all the time during the crisis; is that correct?

25  Witness, did you hear my question, or would you like me to repeat it?
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1 A.  [10:12:23] No, no, no, no. Please repeat the question.
2 Q. [10:12:27] I was asking you whether you would agree that scenes such as the
3 ones we saw on the video a short while ago were scenes that occurred on a daily basis
4 during the crisis.
5 A. [10:12:45] Yes. They were regular, these types of scenes.
6 Q. [10:13:00] Thank you.
7  Let me now turn to a topic which is (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9  (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 Now, according to your observations, would this mean that whether you were
14 Christian or Muslim, if you had any relations with the Anti-Balaka, you would be
15  considered as Anti-Balaka?
16 A. [10:13:55] Yes. (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19  (Redacted)
20  (Redacted)
21  (Redacted)
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3  (Redacted)

4 (Redacted)

5  (Redacted)

6  (Redacted)

7  (Redacted)

8  (Redacted)

9  (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 As far as we understand it, many major Muslim Central African business persons
13 contributed in one way or another to the advance of the Seleka. You see, during the
14  Bozizé regime, those who were close to Bozizé, his supporters, went to the provinces
15 and extorted money from diamonds and so on and so forth. And that is how when
16  the Seleka were advancing, they were forced somehow to support the Seleka. And
17  that's what is being referred to.
18  (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20  (Redacted)
21  (Redacted)
22 Q. [10:17:47] Thank you, Mr Witness.
23 (Speaks English) Mr President, may I have just one minute to consult with counsel?
24 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:17:48] Yes, of course. Ididn't hear you at the

25 moment. That was the reason I was not reacting. But I take it you want to consult
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1 with counsel. Yeah.
2 (Counsel confer)
3 MSCASIEZ: [10:18:39] Thank you, Mr President.
4  (Redacted)
5  (Redacted)
6  (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9  (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15  (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17 Q. [10:21:25] Thank you very much for the clarification.
18  Let me know show you another document from tab 14, Defence binder,
19  CAR-OTP-2079-0065.
20  Please kindly display page 0066.
21 And while the document is being displayed, I want to explain to you what my
22 questionis about. It relates to the project to create an awareness commission for
23 reconciliation between the Christian and Muslim communities in Central Africa. It
24 was proposed by the advisor, general spokesperson of the Anti-Balaka movement.

25  Could we scroll down, please.
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I don't know if you can see this. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. [10:23:10] Okay. Please proceed.

Q.  [10:23:14] Please kindly scroll down slowly and then go to the next page again,
please, the next page.

A.  [10:23:37] Okay.

Q.  [10:23:37] On the next page which will be displayed, you see the project itself.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A.  [10:24:06] As far as I know, I did not see this project. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)
4 (Redacted)
5  (Redacted)
6  (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9  (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15  (Redacted)
16 A. [10:27:29] As far as I know, Younouss Moustapha was elected - and he still
17  is - the president of the Islamic youth of the Central Africa (unclear), which is a
18  grassroots organisation of the Central African Islamic community. After that crisis,
19  he was also was highly invested in the efforts for -- for peace to return and in the
20  awareness building meetings. Yes, that needs to be acknowledged.
21  (Redacted)
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)
4 (Redacted)
5  (Redacted)
6  (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9  (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15  (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19  (Redacted)
20  (Redacted)
21 A. [10:34:50] Well, the Christian population -- in principle, the Christian population
22 had not armed itself. I think we can say that they were attacking Muslims' brothers.
23 But those who were armed with machetes were more the Anti-Balaka.
24 You see, there was time when some of our Central African brothers transformed into

25  Anti-Balaka. The Anti-Balaka had come from the provinces. And when they
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(Private Session)

entered Bangui, a few thugs also joined the Anti-Balaka. So we cannot talk about a
Christian Anti-Balaka population. No.

Q. [10:35:46] Thank you.

MS CASIEZ: [10:36:47] Mr President, may I have just one minute to consult with my
co-counsel? Thank you.
(Counsel confer)

MS CASIEZ: [10:36:23] Thank you, Mr President.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3  (Redacted)

4  MS CASIEZ: [10:42:45] Thank you.

5  (Speaks English) Mr President, I just need one minute ...

6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:42:51] Yes.

7  (Counsel confer)

8 MSCASIEZ: [10:43:05] Thank you. And we can go back in public session,

9  Mr President.
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:43:13] Open session.
11 MS CASIEZ: [10:43:14] Thank you.
12 (Open session at 10.43 a.m.)
13 THE COURT OFFICER: [10:43:19] We are back in open session, Mr President.
14  MS CASIEZ: [10:43:32](Interpretation)
15 Q. [10:43:34] I only have a few questions remaining. Once again, I'm changing
16  topics.
17 Inparagraph 82, you talk about people who are living -- who are leaving towards
18  Cameroon, the Central Democratic Republic of Congo, and you talk about the future
19  descend of the Anti-Balaka to Bangui.
20 Am I correct in saying that these Muslims didn't go via PK5 and they left before 5
21 December? This is paragraph 180 to 182.
22 A. [10:44:15] Could you repeat the question. Ihaven't fully understood.
23 Q. [10:44:20] Of course.
24 Inyour statement, you talk about some Muslims who left to Congo,

25  Congo-Brazzaville, Congo Kinshasa, Cameroon. And I have the impression to have
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1 understood that these Muslims didn't go to PK5 but left CAR before 5 December.
2 Isthat correct?
3 A, [10:44:50] Yes, indeed, that's correct. They are Muslims brothers, didn't feel
4 better in the 3rd arrondissement, in PK5, and they felt they had to leave for the
5 neighbouring countries.
6 Q. [10:45:14] Thank you.
7 Now, speaking about the Muslims from a foreign origin, I'm just going to quote this
8 toavoid confusion. You're talking about Muslims from a foreign origin who joined
9 the Seleka. You said yourself you were surprised that you saw them joining the
10  Seleka because before that, you were all together.
11~ Was this surprise shared by a large part of the population of the Central African
12 Republic?
13 A.  [10:45:56] Yes, that is true. It was shared by the majority of Muslims, Central
14 African Muslims. It took us by surprise.
15 Q. [10:46:15] As far as you know, did the *population resent those Muslims of
16  foreign origin for having broken the symbiosis which we talked about which CAR
17 knew until that moment?
18 A. [10:46:32] No. According to the information that we have, they spoke about
19  this, but they didn't react vis-a-vis their brothers. They didn't react. That'sit. In
20  the Central African community, we are not aggressive.
21 Q. [10:47:31] And when the Seleka started to leave, did these Muslims from a
22 foreign origin, were they worried, and so the departure of the Seleka incite -- or made
23 them feel that they wanted to leave as well?
24 A. [10:47:47] Yes. Those who were from origin -- from a foreign origin decided

25  that it was better to leave. But it was not that well received so that if they came to
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1 Bangui, *that's how it was. After the crisis, if you came to Bangui you could see
2 in-- KM5 is completely full, filled to bursting. They have all returned, and they
3 don't see each other as people from *Sudan, Central Africa, or Chad. They have all
4  returned, even with their relatives who stayed.
5 Q. [10:48:32] Thank you.
6 Ihave a final question for you. And I'm going back to the topic of confusion which
7  reigned in Bangui and, therefore, it was difficult to know who was who. Ihave an
8 important -- I have an impression that this is an important point which also we
9  discussed yesterday.
10  Inyour statement and testimony, you talked about destroyed homes and mosques by
11 the Anti-Balaka. Do you agree that when you received this information, you were
12 notin a position to verify whether the individuals who relayed this information to
13 you, whether they made a distinction between Anti-Balaka, self-defence groups,
14 delinquents, thugs, or civilians?
15 A. [10:49:23] The information which we received usually after the destruction of
16  the mosques, you have -- they were -- also made reference to the Anti-Balaka and also
17  to the population, the delinquents who were living in that neighbourhood.
18  When -- as regards the Anti-Balaka, they were there initially, perhaps they broke the
19  walls, the doors, and then the relay is taken up by the delinquents of the
20  neighbourhood, by thugs of the neighbourhood. And that is how in the
21  neighbourhoods the mosques were immediately destroyed. And it caused misery.
22 You see, people saw the roofs are good, the doors are good, and afterwards, it's the
23 bricks which were also taken and used -- and were sold.
24 Q. [10:50:31] When you say "they," "they provided information," those people,

25  because there's a great confusion, do you agree that you're not sure that they made a
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1 distinction between Anti-Balaka and delinquent civilians?

2 A. [10:50:57] Yes, that's it. Not -- not so?

3 Q. [10:51:09] Thank you.

4 (Speaks English) For the last time, may I have just one minute to consult with the

5  counsel?

6 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:51:19] Yes, of course.

7  MS CASIEZ: Thank you.

8  (Counsel confer)

9 MSCASIEZ: [10:51:29] Thank you, Mr President.
10 (Interpretation) Mr Witness, thank you very much. This was my final question. No
11 further questions. So thank you very much for your answers. Thank you.
12 (Speaks English) Thank you, Mr President. Ihave no further questions for this
13 witness.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:51:47] Thank you.
15 Of course we start only after the break.
16  Since Ms Proulx is reacting, I assume you are going to question the witness?
17 MSPROULX: [10:51:59] Indeed, Mr President, I will be questioning the witness for
18  the Ngaissona team. And I am hopeful, although not entirely certain, that I can keep
19 it to one session.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: So then nevertheless we have the -- no, Mr Knoops?
21 You have an addition?
22 MRKNOOPS: [10:52:13] I just forgot to introduce Mr Omissé-Landry this morning.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Okay, thank you.
24 MR KNOOPS: From the field office. Sorry.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Thank you very much, Mr Knoops.
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So then we have the break until 11:30.

Thank you for the moment, Mr Witness. We see each other at 11.30 then.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.54 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.32 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [11:32:45] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:32:46] Ms Proulx, you have the floor.

MS PROULX: [11:32:48] Thank you, Mr President.

QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX: (Interpreted)

MS PROULX: [11:32:51]

Q.  [11:32:51] Mr Witness, good day.

A.  [11:32:51] Good day.

Q.  [11:32:51] Let me introduce myself. My name is Marie-Héléne Proulx. I'm
one of the lawyers who is working on behalf of Mr Ngaissona. It's my turn to ask
you some questions. I assure you I won't spend too long on them. But nevertheless,
there are some aspects of your testimony and statement which I would like to clarify
today.

As you know - but I'm going to repeat it - you have to speak slowly, particularly
because we both speak the same language so we might have a tendency to speak
faster. So let me remind you, you need to have a pause of some seconds before
answering a question.

Another thing, if my questions seem unclear or confused, let me know and I will
rephrase them.

Now, for the records, I'm going to refer on several a times to your witness statements
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1  in the French version. It's the document of the 20 in the Prosecution binder,
2 CAR-OTP-2118-1122.
3 Mr Witness, I'd like to start by taking you to the end of the year 2012 with
4 advancement of the Seleka in CAR.
5  You mentioned that the Seleka was made up of Muslims and Christians. As far as
6  you know, was this the case everywhere in CAR? That's to say in all the regions the
7  Seleka was Christians and Muslims, a mixed composition?
8 A. [11:34:52] AsI've always said, the Seleka was not only composed of Muslims,
9  but also of Christians. But another thing which I'd like to flag up, when you say that
10 the Seleka was to *Christians rebellion, that's something we've always renounced.
11 The Seleka is not a Christian rebel movement. The Seleka is not led by a leader of a
12 Christian faith or a pastor or abbot or a priest.
13 If the Seleka was led by a preacher or by a Christian or an abbot, you could believe
14 that if all the Christian community supported -- all the community supported the
15 Muslim community, supported the entrance of the Seleka, you could say that indeed
16 it was a Christian rebellion. But it wasn't a Christian rebellion because the Seleka is
17 made up not only of Christians, but also of Muslims.
18 Q. [11:37:09] Thank you.
19  Idon't think there's a confusion that the Seleka was not a Christian rebel -- rebellion
20 movement. In your statement, in paragraph 19, that the Seleka was a rebel
21  movement of Muslims.
22 Do you agree with that?
23 A. [11:37:24] No, not rebel *Muslim, rebel movement. If that was the case, one
24 could conclude that the Seleka was made up especially of Muslim subjects. What

25  youneed to remember that in Islam, any form of rebellion is not allowed. *Rebellion

17.12.2021 Page 30



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-091-Red2-ENG CT Rk WT 17-12-2021 31/80 T HeC- 40 TF09HRed ENG-WFH712-2021 3H80-SZF
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public seetassiied-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0475

1 is prohibited. So for this reason, those who supported this rebellion, *perhaps

2 through ignorance or perhaps because their relatives took up arms, that they had to

3 besupported. Soit's a rebel movement which was specifically Muslim. That was

4 not the case.

5 Q. [11:38:30] Do you nevertheless agree with me that there were more Muslims

6 than Christians in the Seleka?

7 A.  [11:38:39] More Muslims than Christians, you could say yes. Yes. The

8  majority practised the Muslim religion, but the true Muslims are those who does not

9 spill any blood. They put themselves and listen to the will of God. But those who
10 do not listen to the word of God, you cannot say that they are true Muslims because
11 the Muslims cannot spill blood. The Koran says, teaches us, that if you spill blood of
12 another person, then it is like you spill the blood of the entire humanity. And the
13 Koran also teaches us if you save an individual and help an individual, then it is as if
14 you've saved the entire humanity. That's to say you can conclude that this rebellion
15  of the Seleka, the Seleka movement, was not a Muslim rebellion.
16 Q. [11:40:03] Thank you for those explanations.
17 I'know it's well-documented, but do you agree with me to say that the Seleka forces
18 included a high foreign element? I'm talking about Sudanese, Chadians, even the
19  Janjaweed militia?
20 A.  [11:40:29] With their advancement of the Seleka when they arrived in Bangui,
21  we realised that indeed there were Chadians, there were Sudanese, and the militia
22 joined them. Yes, butindeed they were all of those.
23 Q. [11:41:02] Have you heard at that stage that the entry of the Seleka was
24 supported by Chad?

25 A. [11:41:11] Yes. On the radio, I learned about that. The Seleka, the movement
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1 Seleka, was supported by Chad. And up to today, the information always broadcast
2 on the radio always refer to the support by Chad.
3 Q. [11:41:44] In your statement and also yesterday, you spoke about the famous
4  speech by Bozizé in PKO.
5  Mr Witness, did you hear this speech yourself?
6 A. [11:42:05] This speech was broadcast direct on the radio, of the national radio.
7 Q. [11:42:17] So you heard it on the radio?
8 A. [11:42:23] Yes. There were several broadcasts who referred to that speech on the
9  radio.
10 Q. [11:42:50] Yesterday you said - and it's also in your statement - that during this
11 speech, Bozizé asked the Central Africans to go to the Muslim compounds because
12 they had arms and machetes.
13 Mr Witness, we have the transcription of this speech which was translated into
14 French because I don't speak Sango. And I would like to suggest that in fact during
15 the entire speech, President Bozizé not in a single time mentioned the Muslims or
16 Islam. He spoke, however, about foreigners, about people who didn't speak Sango.
17 Do you agree with me?
18 A. [11:43:53] He referred to jihadists, to the jihadists, to foreigners who came from
19  Chad and from Sudan.
20 Q. [11:44:06] I'd like to show an extract of the speech. It's tab 7 in the Defence
21 binder. It's CAR-OTP-2060-0678. And the extract which I'd like to talk about is at
22 page 0685, line 202 to 214.
23 Mr Witness, I think you probably can see it displayed on the screen. I'm going to
24  start reading it because it's a bit of a lengthy extract.

25  Frangoise Bozizé said: "Voila. They don't speak Sango. They don't speak French.
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We are -- we have contact with some people over there who follow them and we are
aware of everything that's going on. So be vigilant. Be vigilant in the different
neighbourhoods. Check out the foreigners who live in the closed compounds.

They have the habit of hiding people in their compounds. They are waiting for total
disorder before leaving and to act in order to kill people, to kill the people, to kill the
people. Watch all the fenced compounds. Surround those compounds. Find out
what's going on. Be careful. The youth, be careful. Be careful. Be careful. Be
vigilant. On the *banks of the Mongoumba River, in Damala and Boeing
neighbourhoods, in the 8th arrondissement, there are many towards Mboko, many of
them there. Be vigilant. Stop them and take them to the gendarmerie and to the
police. No one wants to come from a foreign countries and attack us. So be vigilant.
Don't sleep. It's not only a question of rebels. It is above all a question of foreigners
who want to come to destroy our country gratuitously and intentionally."

Do you agree with me that nothing in this extract particularly targets the Muslims?
A. [11:46:52] I do agree with you to a part. And on the other hand, I'd like to
point out that here in Central Africa, when you refer to the fact that those who are in
the compounds, then you frequently refer to Muslims, because it is them who usually
live in houses with compounds.

So if you like, he underhandedly or didn't overtly say this, but it isn't the Muslims
that are being attacked -- it is the Muslims who are being attacked."

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:47:40] I don't -- I do not object to showing the
witness or giving him the information, what has been said of portions of this speech.
But it's, of course, clear if you say -- ask him if a certain portion does not contain a
certain content, this does not exclude that other contents might be interpreted

differently. So, in the end, we will all have to look into the whole speech, if it is of
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1 relevance at all in the end. We don't know that yet. ButIjust wanted to flag this.
2 So to ask -- to ask the witness, okay, in a certain portion, certain expressions do not
3 appear. Yeah, he cansay yes. Buthe has given a very differentiated answer.
4  Please continue, Ms Proulx.
5 MSPROULX: [11:48:35] And just quickly on this. I acknowledge the point you're
6  making, absolutely, but it's a 34-minute speech. So I was not going to play the whole
7  thing. And, yes, there is an aspect of me choosing some extracts. At the end, you
8  will make the assessment that you will see fit.
9 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:48:53] Yeah. Thank you. ThisiswhatI

10  wanted to express, exactly. Thank you.

11 MSPROULX:

12 Q. [11:49:01](Interpretation) Mr Witness, the extract which I've read out mentions

13 in particular the areas of Damala and Boeing.

14 Do you agree with me that these are neighbourhoods that are not predominantly

15 Muslims?

16 A. [11:49:18] Boeing and Damala, no, no, no. These are not neighbourhoods

17 which are predominantly Muslim. No.

18 Q. [11:49:36] However, this 3rd arrondissement and PK5, predominantly Muslim,

19  were not mentioned in the extract I read out.

20 Do you agree?

21 A, [11:49:49] I do agree with what you say. It's not mentioned.

22 Q. [11:50:04] I'd like now go back to what you said about the fact that the fenced

23 compound was a covert way of referring to the Muslims.

24 So what do you mean when -- what do you mean when you talk about "fenced

25  compound'"?
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1 I'd like to show you a photo. It's the document 18 -- 17 of the Defence binder,
2 2076-1422.
3 Mr Witness, is this a good representation of what you call a "fenced compound"?
4 A, [11:51:15] Yes. It's a fenced compound.
5 Q. [11:51:20] According to you, is this type of compound which Bozizé was
6  referring to in his speech?
7 A.  [11:51:34] I cannot say what thoughts Bozizé had. It's sure that -- that when the
8  Anti-Balaka movement entered into Bangui, the neighbourhoods which you just
9 mentioned were the neighbourhoods where you could find more ComZones, more
10 Anti-Balaka ComZones, just by way of clarification.
11 Q. [11:52:13] Fine. You've just said that you can't read the mind of Frangois
12 Bozizé. But on the other hand, you say, nevertheless, that when you heard him say
13 this word, "fenced compounds," you understood that he was targeting the Muslims in
14 particular.
15 A. [11:52:51] As I pointed out just now, I am saying that here in Central African
16  Republic, when you talk about those who are in the compounds, all Central Africans
17 immediately think about Muslims. That is what is in the minds of Central Africans.
18 Q. [11:53:27] Thank you. That makes it much clearer.
19 Just very briefly to go back to this photo, this shows Mr Ngaissona's compound.
20  However, you know that Ngaissona is not Muslim. So what I'm trying to suggest is
21  thatin Central Africa, there are people of all religions, of all ethnic groups who
22 leave -- live in fenced compounds.
23 Do you agree with that?
24 A, [11:53:57] I do agree with you, but I repeat that when Central Africans hear that

25  you're talking about Central Africans in compounds, immediately the Central
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1 Africans think that it's a Muslim.
2 Now, there are -- people are now taking the habit. But in the beginning, it was only
3 the Muslims that lived in compounds. But now over time, everybody is seeking to
4  fence in their house. I'm not going to say the contrary to that.
5 Q. [11:54:44] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.
6  We can remove the photo, and I'd like to go back to document 7, Bozizé's speech,
7  because I'd like to draw your attention to another extract which you can find on page
8 0683, line 105 to 120.
9  Could you display it for the witness, please. Thank you.
10 I'm going to read out an extract, and I'll have questions following on from that:
11 Frangois Bozizé says: "Our country is a country where everyone is equal. Our
12 country is a country where all men are equal, be it this person or that person or that
13 person, but provided they don't destroy our country. If you come to our country,
14 you work well, and you have a decent life. You become our comrade. But if you
15 come here on purpose in order to destroy our country, no. No. No. We won't
16  tolerate that. That is why I'm saying that our country promises equality between all
17 human beings. We are also in favour of peace. We want peace, but we do not want
18  tobe badly treated by anybody. We do not want to come that people attack us
19  gratuitously and intentionally. That'sit. [urge all of you to continue protest, to
20  continue to protest, to continue to protest. And during your demonstrations, do not
21 hit people. Do not stone people. That is not right. Our country is a country of
22 humanrights. If somebody is behaving badly, go and talk to them. If you want to
23 turn to someone else, go to the person and do that via delegation, but it is not to
24 throw stones at people, break cars, windows of cars, or any other action. That's not

25  good."
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1 Mr Witness, would you agree that this extract of the speech I read out doesn't incite
2 hatred towards Muslims?
3 A, [11:57:30] No, no, no. In the speech, it's no -- there's no spirit of hatred.
4 WhatI'd like to point out here is that the reaction of the Central Africans was not
5  directly after the speech which was held. We didn't see anything -- which was held
6 atpoint0. So it wasn't his intention to ask all of us to react negatively towards the
7 Muslims.
8 Q. [11:58:24] So you agree with me, so it's the subsequent events, what happened
9 afterwards?
10 A, [11:58:31] Yes. That's it.
11 Q. [11:58:33] Thank you.
12 Yesterday you said that the message of President Bozizé against the Muslim was
13 related by people close to them. This was in the text, the French version, T-090, page
14 16.
15 And here's another aspect which I'd like to tell you. So this is tab 25 of the Defence
16  binder, 2098-0131.
17 Could you please display this for the witness.
18  That's not the correct document. Sorry. I asked for document 25,
19 CAR-OTP-2098-0131. Thank you.
20 Asyou can see if you go down a bit, it is a speech on 13 March 2013 by the minister of
21  youth sports at that time, Minister Ngaissona at that time. Firstly, the speech was
22 done in Markounda.
23 Would you agree that Markounda is an area very close to the borders with Chad?
24 A, [12:00:59] Yes. That's correct.

25 Q. [12:01:11] So one can think that in 2013, at the time of the speech, the local
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1 population was made up of Muslims and Christians. Would you agree?
2 A, [12:01:21] 2013?
3 Q. [12:01:22] Yes, 2013.
4  Let me repeat the question. I don't know if you understood it. I was suggesting to
5  you that Markounda's population in 2013 was probably made up of Christians and
6  Muslims.
7 Do you agree?
8 A. [12:01:52] Yes. Throughout the territory, we had people practising the two
9 religions, always living together.
10 Q. [12:02:08] Now I would like to read some more again for you. I'm sorry for
11 reading this much for you. But the excerpt I want to read is at page 0133. 1 will
12 start reading as it is displayed.
13 Mr Ngaissona said in the speech:
14 "Before I end my speech, I think that it is my duty to address you, the youth of
15 Markounda who are present here, and to tell you that you don't have two fatherlands.
16  You have only one fatherland, the Central African Republic. It is therefore your
17  responsibility to do everything to protect your fatherland. You must be artisans of
18  peace and security, without which you cannot hope for sustainable development and
19  for a better well-being for yourselves."
20  Then on the next page, Mr Ngaissona goes on to say:
21 "We must be optimistic, even if the demands of war and division continue to haunt
22 some of our compatriots."
23 And then further down he adds:
24 "Henceforth, you have a structure which offers you a space for thinking and

25  permanent exchanges which would enable you to think about your future. I
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therefore urge you to take advantage of it to promote a culture of peace, tolerance,
work, progress and development."

Now, my question is as follows: Mr Witness, would you agree with me that nothing
in this speech calls for hate against Muslims or division but it's actually the contrary?
Would you agree?

A.  [12:04:20] Well, we could say that -- well, it's contrary to what is written in
speeches because, you know, between what is said and what is done, there is a great
difference.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:04:39] Mr President, could the witness be advised to speak
closer to the microphone, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:04:47] Mr Witness, the interpreters tell me that it
would be better for their understanding and their interpretation if you got a little bit
closer to the microphone. Thank you very much. So the sound quality is better
then.

MS PROULX: [12:05:07] (Interpretation)

Q. [12:05:08] I would like to move forward in time and address some issues that
happened in Bossangoa in 2013.

For that reason, Mr President, I would like us to go into private session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:05:20] Private session.

(Private session at 12.05 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:05:25] We are in private session, Mr President.

MS PROULX: [12:05:42] (Interpretation)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3  (Redacted)

4 (Redacted)

5  (Redacted)

6  For now, Mr President, I would like us to go to open session.

7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:10:58] Open session.

8 (Open session at 12.11 p.m.)

9 THE COURT OFFICER: [12:11:01](Interpretation) We are back in open session,
10 Mr President.
11 MSPROULX: [12:11:23]
12 Q. [12:11:24] Mr Witness, at paragraphs 23 and 115 of your statement, you say that
13 Seleka destroyed everything in Ouham-Pendé and that the people in Bossangoa then
14 formed self-defence groups.
15 Would you agree that these groups were formed because the local population had no
16  other way of protecting itself against Seleka exactions?
17 A. [12:11:57] Yes, indeed. (Redacted)
18  (Redacted). It was quite sad, quite sad, yes. Everything was calm. There was
19  practically nobody in the villages. The villages were completely burnt down.
20  Houses were empty. All you could see was a few goats, a few chickens. And it was
21  really very sad, really very sad, yes. There was no life.
22 Q. [12:13:08] At paragraph 26 of your statement, you say that since the Anti-Balaka
23 came from Bozizé's region, he proclaimed himself to be the Anti-Balaka leader.
24 Would you agree, Mr Witness, that this is not the reality and that the objective of the

25  Anti-Balaka was simply to defend itself against the Seleka and not to bring back
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1 Bozizé to power?
2 A, [12:13:35] Well, bring back Francgois Bozizé to power, that was something we
3 heard when we were on mission -- in fact, what we heard when we were on mission
4 is that they told us that they want to go to Bangui to drive Djotodia out of power.
5  Thatis what they told us. But then later on, we also heard that Frangois Bozizé had
6 taken over the leadership of the movement, of the Anti-Balaka movement. And that
7  was broadcast over radio, over all radio stations in Bangui. Yes, there you have it.
8 Q. [12:14:22] Yesterday the Prosecutor showed you a document which referred to
9  the victimisation of Christians by the media. That document seemed to suggest that
10 the situation of Christian victims was exaggerated at this -- at the time. I would like
11 with you to look at document number 18 in the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2079-1940.
12 It's an RFI article of 4 October 2013 which deals specifically with Bossangoa. And in
13 the first paragraph, second paragraph, so to speak, it says 35,000 -- 37,000 persons,
14 rather, 37,000 Christians were lumped together in the 4 hectares of the Catholic
15 mission.
16  And then on the next page, second paragraph, 2,000 Muslims are said to have
17  gathered at the Ecole Liberté. So my question is as follows: If you agree that
18  civilians from all religious backgrounds were victims of exactions at the time, would
19  you at least agree with me that the Christians were the main victims of the Seleka
20  regime or at least they were victimised to a higher proportion by the Seleka?
21 A, [12:16:54] You know that during that crisis, on one hand as on the other,
22 everybody suffered, whether it be Muslims or Catholics. Everybody suffered. And
23 Thave always repeated said that the issue of Christian/Muslim is a false problem. If
24 we say that the war was between Christians and Muslims, that will be fake.

25  There was never any misunderstanding between Christians and Muslims. The
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evidence of what I'm saying is that throughout that crisis, no pastor, no priest, rose up
to call on Christians to engage war against the Muslims.

Well, no imam, no preacher called on the entire Muslim community to rise up and
fight a war against Christians.

And so you are definitely aware of what the three leaders of the religious groups did
in order to dissuade international opinion, in order to dissuade the thinking within
Central Africans or those who believed that the war was between Muslims and
Christians.

I personally have always been opposed to the level of Christian and Muslim. Ihave
always objected to that, because there is no Christian -- no good Christian would
agree that the blood of his neighbour be spilled, and no good Muslim will agree to
spill the blood of his neighbour. So I am always opposed to people saying that it
was a Christian/Muslim, Christian/Muslim thing. Iam against that.

Q.  [12:19:24] Thank you, Mr Witness. Iappreciate your answer, and your answers
dovetail with the spirit of reconciliation and social cohesion between persons of the
various religious groups. And I absolutely appreciate your answer. ButI have

a more -- more specific question for you.

Yesterday, at page 17 of the transcript, you explained, for example, that the Seleka
pillaged churches in particular. So I come back to the question which I pose -- which
I posed a short while ago.

Can it be said that in 2013, at the time, the Seleka specifically, more specifically,
targeted the Christian population?

A.  [12:20:14] Well, I did not say that Seleka targeted more specifically the Christian
population. I--whatI said - and I repeat - is that Muslims, Christians, in parenthesis

Muslims and Christians, they all suffered from the Seleka exactions.
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1 Now, yesterday, speaking about the advance of the Seleka movement towards
2 Muslims, I said that the Muslims who were mostly targeted were the major traders
3 who would then have to buy their freedom by paying money or providing cash or
4 rewardsinkind. So -- but, unfortunately, those Muslims did not climb on the
5  rooftops to shout about their being deprived of their property and of their goods.
6  They never did that.
7  But what was mostly carried on the air was that they had been tracked down by the
8  Seleka rebel movement. So the conclusion is that both sides suffered, Muslims, in
9  quotes, and Christians, in quotes, alike. Everybody suffered because of the excesses
10 of the Seleka. That is it.
11 Q. [12:22:06] At the time, did you hear that Seleka particularly targeted of people
12 Gbaya ethnicity because that was President Bozizé's ethnic group?
13 A, [12:22:26] Oh. Gbaya? Well, I don't think so. Idon'tthinkso. Because
14 everybody -- it's everybody who suffered because of those acts of violence across all
15 ethnic groups, not only the Gbaya.
16 Q. [12:22:54] A short while ago you talked about Lere village. In your statement,
17  at paragraph 116, you say it is about 100 kilometres from Bossangoa.
18  Can I verify with you that this village is also known as Zere?
19 A, [12:23:22] Yes. Thatis correct. Itis Zere, not Lere. Itisindeed that village.
20 Q. [12:23:32] Now, according to the Caritas Central African report which I showed
21  you a short while ago, at page 142123, this Zere village is supposed to be
22 75 kilometres from Bossangoa, not 100 kilometres.
23 Would that correct?
24 A, [12:24:02] No. Thisis whatI was able to -- to imagine. Ididn't measure the

25  distance myself. Ijustimagined the distance.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:24:14] And the reference to Zere is at 1426, |
think, with regard to the content of (Redacted), so to speak, if we want to put that
together.

MS PROULX: [12:24:30] Your Honour, I think it was 1423, but I will --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:24:34] Yes, but -- yeah. Okay. Iwas a little bit
too quick, perhaps. But what (Redacted) is at 1426/1427.

MS PROULX: [12:24:46] Thank you.

Q.  [12:24:59](Interpretation) Now I want to show you a press article, tab 16,
Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2074-0399. The article is at page 0409.

I draw your attention to the middle column where is stated "Background.”

In this article of 18 September 2013, events that took place in Bowaye and Zere are
described. The article talks about retaliations from Seleka, who killed allegedly two
Muslims, and then there was a response from Seleka, who killed two civilians. The
inhabitants of Zere also are said to have attacked Seleka vehicles. And then the
article goes on to state that what is unfortunate is that Christians and Muslims alike
committed exactions on both sides.

My question then is as follows: Are we to understand that at that time in Bossangoa
and around Zere, for example, the attacks were committed both by the Seleka, by the
self-defence groups, and by Muslims and Christians?

A.  [12:27:07] By Christians, Muslim, civilians? Well, I don't know because at that
time it was more talk of attacks by the Anti-Balaka or by Seleka at that time. People
talked more about those two rebel groups.

Q. [12:27:43] Now, to follow up on your answer, can we go back to document 18,
the RFI article, page 2 -- page 1942. And it is an excerpt of an interview with the

bishop of Bossangoa, Monsignor Nestor Nongo-Aziagbia, in which he says, "The
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1 ongoing exactions had as a result that the non-Muslim native population decided to
2 settle *matters with their Muslim leader who was assassinated along with his entire
3 family. That was the beginning of a spiral. And so the Seleka in vengeance went to
4 Zere and burnt down houses. Then the population went on in its turn to build -- to
5 burn down houses of Muslims associated with Seleka."
6  Soyou -- you would see here that the bishop of Zere identifies the attackers as being
7  the population -- the bishop of Bossangoa, rather.
8 A,  [12:29:09] Well, the bishop of Bossangoa made those observes himself. And
9 thatis what he said. SoIam notin a position to contradict him. That is it.
10 Q. [12:29:41] Did you hear at the time that Seleka was pillaging cattle belonging to
11 civilians and handing it over to Muslim shepherds so that they would keep the herds
12 for them?
13 A.  [12:29:53] No branch of the Central African community was *compared by that
14 crisis. All strata of society at all levels were victims of the rebellion, either from the
15  Seleka or from the Anti-Balaka.
16 Q. [12:30:32] Thank you very much. That is actually true. The entire population
17 was victimised at the time.
18  But my question was a little more specific; namely, did you hear at the time any
19  mention that the Seleka was looting cattle from civilians and handing it over to
20 Muslim herdsmen so that they could shepherd the cattle for them?
21 Did you hear mention of that?
22 A. [12:31:02] No. Inever received such information.
23 Q. [12:31:20] Do you agree or do you know that the Peulh Bororo also committed
24 exactions against the Christian population at that time?

25 A. [12:31:30] The Peulh Bororo? No idea.
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Q.  [12:31:52] I'd like to show an article, a press article, tab 23 in the binder of the
Defence, 2087-90- -- 9530.

In the first column *above the photo, just above and below, this is an inhabitant of
Benzambe *said the Bororo track us down everywhere. They kill us, they leave their
cattle. They are armed and we know who they are addressing.

Does that refresh your memory about the commission of exactions by the Peulh and
Bororo at that time?

A.  [12:33:18] Well, you know, this is a press article. You cannot necessarily *rely
on a press article because a journalist could say something because he sides either
with Anti-Balaka or he sides with the Seleka to write an article either in favour of the
Seleka or in favour of the Anti-Balaka. When he *published his article saying the
Sharia is coming soon, what does he understand by the Sharia? Maybe he
understands nothing about the Sharia. He says the Sharia is coming soon. The
Sharia is about the behaviour of a Muslims and it covers all aspects of Muslim life.
What does he understand Sharia to mean? So that is what I said.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:34:36] May I shortly. I think the witness has
said: (Interpretation) "You can't rely on a press article."

(Speaks English) And I think in English it was translated "You can think of", but I
think se fier is something different.

Please continue.

MS PROULX: [12:35:05]

Q. [12:35:07] Thank you, Mr Witness. These are very clarifying answers regards
the press article, and I do appreciate your comments.

I'd like to draw your attention to a small extract of the same article, which is in the

third column, where you talk about the importance of disarming the Muslims and the
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1 armed -- the armed Muslims and the Seleka.
2 Do you agree that the armed Muslims represented a problem at that time outside
3 Bangui?
4 A, [12:35:38] Armed Muslims outside Bangui? Is that right that?
5 Q. [12:35:51] Yes. That's my question.
6 A. [12:35:55] I said when -- when the movement of the Seleka -- there was a certain
7  point of time that they moved from the north. They were all armed. They were all
8 armed. And at that time, we sensed the danger of the regrouping and they who had
9 arms. We already knew the danger which that represented, that movement of those
10 who held arms. Ialways said that they're all Muslims, but those who had arms in
11 the rebel movement were the Seleka. We sensed that *we were in danger. And
12 that's why we asked that everybody be disarmed before they *were displaced. As
13 they had a hidden agenda, that is probably why they displaced those who held arms.
14 And afterwards, we saw the consequences of that.
15 Q. [12:37:33] You've led me to my next questions.
16 Do you agree that even after the departure of Djotodia, there was still problems of
17  attacks and violence and exactions committed by the Seleka and also the armed Peuls
18  against the civilian population?
19  Have you heard about these attacks?
20 A. [12:37:55] According to the information which we received and the information
21 which were broadcast on the outside stations and also local stations, they always
22 referred to Peuls who came from Niger or who came from Chad or from Sudan.
23 They always referred to those people. And even today, we always talk about those
24 Peuls because the Central African Peuls are there and also Peuls who were part of the

25  advance of the Seleka coming from Niger, Chad, or Sudan. That's it.
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1 Q. [12:38:49] Thank you.
2 Just to go back to an aspect of my question, do you agree that even after the departure
3 of Djotodia in 2014, these armed people, be they Seleka or Peulh, continued to commit
4 exactions in the country?
5 A, [12:39:07] Indeed, yes.
6 Q. [12:39:11] Thank you.
7  That leads me to the question of how you could make a distinction or recognise the
8 different groups of people who were carrying arms. You spoke about Seleka, about
9  self-defence group from the Anti-Balaka, civilians, Peulh. You explained,
10  for example, in your statement that youths of the self-defence group carried amulets
11 and gris-gris.
12 But, Mr Witness, according to our information, the Seleka also had gris-gris.
13 Do you agree with that?
14 A. [12:40:03] Yes, from both sides. They carried the gris-gris on both sides,
15 amulets, both sides.
16 Q. [12:40:20] Do you agree or have you heard it said that some civilians could try to
17 pass themselves off as Anti-Balaka by wearing false or fake gris-gris?
18 A. [12:40:34] Yes, indeed. That is a fact.
19 Q. [12:40:52] I'd now like to show you a series of photos, but by caution, I'd like to
20  doitin private session.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:41:00] Private session.
22 (Private session at 12.41 p.m.)
23 THE COURT OFFICER: [12:41:04](Interpretation) We are in private session,
24 Mr President.

25  MSPROULX: [12:41:17](Interpretation) I'd like to start with the one in (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted) And could you please display it for the
2 witness.
3 (Redacted)
4 (Redacted)
5  (Redacted)
6  (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  Q.[12:42:48] (Redacted)
9 I'd like to draw your attention to the people who are standing at the back of the photo.
10 You just said they were young people.
11 According to you, are they civilians, Anti-Balaka, or other individuals?
12 A. [12:43:16] They are Anti-Balaka *civilians, (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17 (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19  (Redacted)
20  (Redacted)
21 Q. [12:44:40]Ijust want to clarify what you've said. You said, according to the
22 transcription, that it's Anti-Balaka civilians. When I asked you to describe who were
23 the people behind you, the transcription said that you said that your answer was that
24 there are civilians, Anti-Balaka civilians.

25 A.  [12:45:04] Yes. *They said they were Anti-Balaka.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:20] Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [12:45:22] Just for the record, the English interpretation doesn't
correspond to the answer.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:45:26] Yes. They called themselves Anti-Balaka.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:45:28] Well, that is a difference, of course.
Okay. We gotit. So, yeah.

Please continue, Ms Proulx.

MS PROULX: [12:45:46](Interpretation)

Q.  [12:45:48] You say they call themselves Anti-Balaka.

A.  [12:45:55] What do you understand by "Anti-Balaka"? Because they say it's a
group of -- a self-defence group, a self-defence group calling themselves Anti-Balaka.
That's it.

Q.  [12:46:21] There's an individual who was questioned by the OTP who
commented on the same photo. And I'm going to tell you what they said and I'll
give you the reference. But please don't show it to the witness. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

This individual who was commenting on this photo identified the people behind as
the local population. Now you're telling me that these people called themselves
Anti-Balaka. So how can you make the distinction between the civilian population
and the Anti-Balaka?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:47:17] Wait a moment, Mr Witness.

Mr Vanderpuye, you have an objection?

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:47:21] First, Mr President, the witness has already -- the
question has already been asked, and he's already answered it. And second of all, to

use another witness's commentary or their opinion about this photograph to
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1 juxtapose against this witness's experience I don't think is appropriate. He says
2 what he said; he saw what he saw.

3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:47:39] Ms Proulx.

4  MSPROULX: [12:47:41] May I? Ithink it goes to the identification of the

5  perpetrators in this case which is at the heart of the case. And I don't think it is

6  inappropriate because it will -- it could actually show that different people have

7 different views on who these people are.

8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:47:56] Yeah, but this is already on the record
9 then, yeah? Soltend to agree with Mr Vanderpuye. And, by the way, this is a
10 comment by me that I'm making now in the situation. It would not exclude itself.

11 It would not be irreconcilable if one witness says this was local population and

12 another witness says they called themselves Anti-Balaka. So what we can try -- I will
13 give you this -- not chance, is an exaggeration.
14  (Redacted)

15 (Redacted)

16  (Redacted)

17  (Redacted)

18  (Redacted)

19  (Redacted)

20  (Redacted)

21  (Redacted)

22 (Redacted)

23 (Redacted)

24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:51:06] I think, Ms Proulx, this answers the
question. And perhaps I was not so wrong with my, yeah, my feeling, so to speak.
Please continue.

MS PROULX: [12:51:21](Interpretation)

Q.  [12:51:23] I'd like to show you a document. It's document number 12,
CAR-OTP-2073-0097.

Mr Witness, do you see the photo?

A.  [12:52:10] Not yet.

Q. [12:52:20] (Redacted)

(Redacted). So my question is very similar: The people

that you see on this photo, as far as you know, are they civilian individuals or
Anti-Balaka?

A.  [12:52:42] * What do you understand by "civilians" and "Anti-Balaka"? The
Anti-Balaka are not an army. They're civilians, who have taken on the moniker of a
self-defence group with the nickname of Anti-Balaka. So whoever isn’t a civilian is a
soldier, that’sit. But these are civilians that I see here. They are not soldiers.

Q.  [12:53:18] So what you're saying to me, if I understand correctly, is that the
Anti-Balaka are civilians and the civilians could be Anti-Balaka. So there's no way of
distinguishing the one from the other. Is that correct? Have I explained correctly

what you are saying?
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:53:34] Mr Vanderpuye first, please.
2 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:53:37] Thank you, Mr President. Again, I think this has
3 been asked and answered. In the previous iteration of it, (Redacted)
4  (Redacted). And so to characterise it as saying there's no way to distinguish them I
5  think, A, mischaracterises the witness's evidence; and secondly, he's already
6  answered the question.
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:54:01] Actually, I think, indeed, Ms Proulx, the
8  witness has not said that. The witness has said, he sees civilians, and with regard to
9  the other picture, that they call themselves Anti-Balaka.
10 So, again, what I commented to the last, so to speak, contest between you and
11 Mr Vanderpuye that it might not be irreconcilable to say that people claim to be or
12 say to be Anti-Balaka and that they are civilians. So I think we can move on from
13 here.
14 And you have more pictures I know. If there is no added value, but it's up to you, I
15 think I would simply continue or move to another point, if you have others.
16  And also, Ms Proulx, (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20  Please continue.
21  MSPROULX: [12:55:29] Thank you for your guidance, Mr President. I will simply
22 moveon. And actually, we can go back into open session.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:55:36] Open session.
24 (Open session at 12.55 p.m.)

25 THE COURT OFFICER: [12:55:48](Interpretation) We are in open session,
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1 Mr President.
2 MSPROULX: [12:55:59](Interpretation)
3 Q. [12:55:59] Mr Witness, I'm going to move forward in time and discuss what
4 happened in Bangui after 5 December 2013. At paragraph 26 in your statement, you
5  say that the Anti-Balaka *had taken power and the politicians at the time took
6 advantage of the Anti-Balaka group and the situation. Could you explain what you
7 understood by that?
8 A. [12:56:34] The Anti-Balaka wanted -- I didn't say that. Perhaps it was badly
9 translated.
10 Q. [12:56:49] (No interpretation) ... display it so that you can see it for yourself,
11 paragraph 26 in the French version.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:57:24] Well, if we refer to -- I don't hear myself.
13 If we refer to paragraph 26, it indeed makes sense to show it to the witness because
14 the formulation is not exactly as I have it here in the -- in the transcript. So
15 it -- Ms Proulx, I think you mean the second sentence of paragraph 26, or not?
16 MSPROULX: [12:57:54] The first two sentences actually.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:57:56] So, please, I think the witness can look at
18  them themselves and comment on it.
19  Mr Witness, you have heard what I said. You have it in front of you I see. So
20  please read these first two sentences, and perhaps you can comment on it or simply
21  say, yeah, it's exactly like you have stated at the time.
22 Ithink the witness has read it. So perhaps you can put the question to him again.
23 MSPROULX: [12:59:02](Interpretation)
24 Q. [12:59:03] Mr Witness, have you read the two first sentences of the paragraph

25 267
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1 A. [12:59:10] That's what I said when you asked me the question. It's the same
2 answer which you have displayed now. We met them. We saw them. They had
3 basic *rudimentary stuff, and they said they wanted to come to Bangui. And we
4  asked them, with these basic weapons, how can you enter into Bangui and take over
5 power? So that's the question that we asked.
6 Q. [12:59:48] I'm going to interrupt you and ask you the question again.
7  Inyour statement, you say that the Anti-Balaka defence group did enter Bangui and
8 they did get rid of Djotodia, as well as taking over power. And you add it was the
9  political people in power at that time who took advantage of the Anti-Balaka group
10 and the situation. So it's that aspect which I would like more explanation on.
11 A. [13:00:22] No. The two first sentences is not what you're reading at the
12 moment, the first two paragraphs which you are displaying on the screen.
13 Q. [13:00:40] I'm talking about paragraph 26, the two first sentences of that
14 paragraph, 26.
15 A, [13:01:20] Yes.
16 Q. [13:01:24] Can you explain to us what you meant by that?
17 A. [13:01:35] You must be aware that when the Anti-Balaka entered Bangui, they
18  loudly proclaimed that they were -- that they had taken over power. So you were
19 aware of that, weren't you? They were saying as a small group, they would come to
20  Bangui and take over power. We were not sure that with their rudimentary tools
21  they would be able to enter Bangui. But we were greatly surprised indeed when
22 they did. So maybe like they said, they had support from somewhere. By the time
23 they entered Bangui, they were well-armed, heavily armed, and we were entirely
24 surprised. That's it.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:02:30] Ms Proulx, I don't think that you get
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further at this point.

And my question would be -- I see you are not close to the end. So we would have
to have the lunch break, I think, the normal lunch break.

MS PROULX: [13:02:48] Unfortunately, yes. I failed to reach my objective, that was
to finish before the lunch break.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:02:57] Which means how long would it take
you?

MS PROULX: [13:03:00] I would say probably another 40 to 45 minutes.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:03:04] Okay. Then I think we have a normal
lunch break and come together again at 2.30. Thank you.

THE COURT USHER: [13:03:12] All rise.

(Recess taken at 1.03 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.31 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [14:31:37] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:31:58] Good afternoon.

Ms Proulx is fully motivated and, of course, still has the floor.

MS PROULX:  [14:32:09] Thank you very much, Mr President.

Q.  [14:32:14] (Interpretation) Good afternoon, Mr Witness.

I have a small question on an aspect of the situation in Bangui after 5 December 2013.
In your statement at paragraph 162, you say that there were some neighbourhoods,
particularly 3rd arrondissement, which Christians and Muslims could not go to, and
you say there was some kind of segregation between the neighbourhoods, if I
understood your statement correctly.

My question is as follows: Did you know that after 5 December 2013, the Sangaris
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1  forces had created zones, some areas for Christians and others for Muslims, which

2 could not be crossed?

3 Were you aware of that?

4 A, [14:33:44] *Well, no. What I know is after the date you referred to, specifically

5 in PK5 around the 3e arrondissement, those areas became an enclave for those who

6 lived in those neighbourhoods. In the 3e and PKS5, there were Muslims and

7  Christians, but the area had become an enclave. Those who lived in PK5 could not

8 come out. And those outside PK5 could not have access to those neighbourhoods.

9 Q. [14:34:18] If I understand you well, you were not aware of the zone -- of the role
10 played by the Sangaris in the creation of those roles. Is that correct?
11 THE INTERPRETER: [14:34:32] Witness's answer was inaudible.
12 MSPROULX: [14:34:35] Mr President, I would like to go into private session briefly.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:34:38] Perhaps we can ask the witness because it
14 was inaudible, the answer, for the interpreter.
15 Mr Witness, we did not get your answer. Our apologies. Could you please repeat
16 it?
17 Were you aware or not of the involvement of the Sangaris in such a process?
18  Mr Witness, could you please repeat your last answer? The interpreters did not get
19 it. Itwas--it's our fault. It's notyour fault. So it was about the involvement or
20 not of the Sangaris in this process, if you're aware of that.
21  THE WITNESS: [14:45:00](Interpretation) No. I'm not aware of it. What I knew is
22 that during that time, PK5 had become an enclave for those who used to live there.
23 They couldn't come out. And those who lived outside of that neighbourhood could
24 not have access to it as well, no. That's what I know.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:36:14] Okay. Then private session. Yes?
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(Private Session)

(Private session at 2.36 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [14:36:18](Interpretation) We are in private session,
Mr President.
MS PROULX: [14:36:39](Interpretation)

Q.  [14:36:40] Mr Witness, I would now like to talk with you about some of the
Anti-Balaka leaders in 2014.

In your statement at paragraph 133, you mention Mr Ngaissona, Mokom, and
Emotion as being Anti-Balaka leaders.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3 MSPROULX: [14:39:25] Mr President, we can go back into open session.

4 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:39:28] Open session.

5 (Open session at 2.39 p.m.)

6 THE COURT OFFICER: [14:39:30](Interpretation) We are back in open session,

7 Mr President.

8 MSPROULX: [14:39:52](Interpretation)

9 Q. [14:39:54] Mr Witness, at paragraph 135 of your statement, you declared that
10 according to you the Anti-Balaka groups were linked and their top leader was
11 Mr Ngaissona because he is the one who made statements on their behalf.
12 Am I to understand that it is because you heard Mr Ngaissona make statements on
13 behalf of Mr -- on behalf of the Anti-Balaka that you came to the deduction that he
14 was the leader of the Anti-Balaka?
15 A. [14:40:38] Yes, because he is the one who, during that period, made statements
16  on behalf of that movement.
17 Q. [14:40:58] Let me refer, again, to your statement, paragraphs 145 and 146, where
18  you say that Mr Ngaissona was the commander in the 4th arrondissement and that in
19  the 7th arrondissement it was Emotion who was in charge.
20  I'would like you to answer, without providing information that can identify you, I
21 would like you to tell the Court where you get this information from.
22 A.  [14:41:35] Simply because of their interventions in those various zones. That's
23 it
24 Q. [14:41:43] Mr Witness, some witnesses have appeared here to testify and who

25  were close to *or were members of the Anti-Balaka movement who told us that in
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1 2014 Emotion was the spokesperson of the movement, but that he was not in charge
2 of any specific arrondissement.
3 Would it be possible that you may have had wrongful information that linked him to
4 the 7th arrondissement?
5 A, [14:42:26] Maybe. Maybe.
6 Q. [14:42:34] Let me go back to your statement, paragraph 226, in which you make
7  reference to a school in the 4th arrondissement which was not destroyed contrary to
8  another school which was at PK16. You suggest that Mr Ngaissona may know why
9  one was destroyed and the other not. Iwould like to know what this comment is
10 based on.
11 Isitsimply based on the fact that according to you, Mr Ngaissona was in charge of
12 the 4th arrondissement and would have known these things?
13 A, [14:43:26] What I know is that in that arrondissement, the major school that was
14 built in Boy-Rabe by the agency of African Muslims was not destroyed, was not
15  touched. But the same school was built around PK16 on the Boali Road. And that
16  one was completely destroyed. That is why we were wondering why it is that this
17  school that was far away from Bangui was destroyed, whereas the one which in the
18  capitol was not and which, according to the public, was located in the turf or
19  stronghold of those who were known to the Anti-Balaka. So that was a question that
20  was on everybody's mind.
21 Q. [14:44:46] Thank you. It's clear.
22 So to be even clearer, you don't have any specific information. You are simply going
23 by the location of the school in the 4th arrondissement and therefore presuming that
24 Mr Ngaissona would have known something as to why that school was not

25  destroyed?
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1 Isthat what -- is that a proper understanding?
2 A, [14:45:07] Yes. That may be it.
3 Q. [14:45:17] Still in your statement, at paragraph 149 and 152, you say that Mokom
4 had his base at Bossangoa and that he acted mostly in the provinces. Ihave a similar
5  question for you.
6  What is the source of your information?
7 A. [14:45:40] This is information that was broadcast over the air.
8 Q. [14:45:55] Mr Witness, once again, the Chamber has heard testimony to the
9 effect that Mr Mokom was instead based in Boeing, at least for part of 2014.
10 Would it, therefore, be possible that the information on the air may have been
11 incorrect at that time?
12 A, [14:46:17] Well, this is what I often say, namely, that information -- if the source
13 of information is not properly controlled, then the information is disseminated. I
14 have already mentioned that in relation to the radio or to the written press.
15 Q. [14:46:51] At paragraph 153 of your statement, you say that you received
16  information that Mr Ngaissona had a base and that he was leading actions in the field.
17 This information, did you get it from the same source, that is, radio broadcasts? Or
18  was it from another source?
19 A. [14:47:23] You may want to know that during that period, there was a *local
20  private radio station which provided a lot of information. But maybe that
21  radio station did not have reliable -- reliable sources, but that is the radio station that
22 the population was mostly listening to. And that radio station significantly
23 influenced the Central African population at that time. They were not listening to
24 the national radio much because the national radio did not cover this event. It was

25  mostly that Radio Ndeke Luka which provided this information.
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1 Q. [14:48:13] I put it to you that Mr Ngaissona's role as general coordinator of -- of
2 the Anti-Balaka was a purely political role and not an operational role.
3 Is this something that you may have heard at the time, that he had a political role?
4 A, [14:48:37] Political role, no. All I heard is that he was the general coordinator.
5 Q. [14:48:42] At paragraph 149 of your statement, you say that the Anti-Balaka
6  groups associated with Mokom and Emotion reported to the central group of
7  Ngaissona and that they were in regular communication by phone. And, once again,
8 I'have the same question for you.
9  Can you specify for the Court the source of your information.
10 A, [14:49:22] Could you please show me that paragraph in private.
11 Q. [14:49:35] Sorry. Did you say in private? Is that what you said?
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:49:38] Yeah. And I think we can -- we can
13 follow the suggestion by Mr Witness. We go to private session.
14 And in the meantime, we can show paragraph 149, which is at 2104-0135.
15  Ms Proulx does not believe me, but it is 0135.
16  (Private session at 2.50 p.m.)
17 THE COURT OFFICER: [14:50:08] We are in private session, Mr President.
18  MSPROULX: [14:50:10] Because I'm following with the French statement, your
19 Honour.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:50:21] Then it wasn't -- okay. Then we are both
21  right, but it is at least the paragraph 149.
22 MSPROULX: [14:50:34](Interpretation)
23 Q. [14:50:35] Mr Witness, are you able to see paragraph 149 already of your
24 statement?

25 A.  [14:50:42] Okay.
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1 Q. [14:51:10] Do you remember your source of information?
2 A, [14:51:15] Well, you know that the general coordinator has a role. What is that
3 role? The general coordinator is there to receive information from the other entities,
4 the other entities which were headed up by various other leaders. That's what I can
5  say.
6 Q. [14:51:50] So I understand then that it's simply because Mr Ngaissona's title was
7  general coordinator that you deducted that the others reported to him and were in
8 telephone contact with him.
9 Isthatit?

10 A, [14:52:13] Well, that's the information that we received.

11 Q. [14:52:18] Who did you receive that information from?

12 A. [14:52:23] That information came from those who were in various

13 neighbourhoods in Bangui and who were communicating. You see, during that

14 crisis, we were in constant communication with brothers who were in the

15 neighbourhoods.

16 Q. [14:52:56] So if I understand well, this is information that was circulating on the

17  streets in the neighbourhoods and, like you said a short while ago, in the manner of

18  Radio Trottoir, which is general rumours.

19  Isthatit?

20 A. [14:53:16] Yes. That is correct.

21  MSPROULX: [14:53:18] I think we can go back into open session now.

22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:53:20] Open session.

23 (Open session at 2.53 p.m.)

24  THE COURT OFFICER: [14:53:23] We are back in open session, Mr President.

25  MSPROULX: [14:53:43](Interpretation)
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1 Q. [14:53:43] At paragraph 178 of your statement, you explain that you thought
2 that Mr Ngaissona had been there right from the beginning of the crisis, even when
3 the Anti-Balaka entered Bangui, because he was heard on radio speaking on behalf of
4 the Anti-Balaka.
5  Mr Witness, I put it to you that Mr Ngaissona only began to speak on behalf of the
6  Anti-Balaka in January 2014.
7  Does that appear to be correct to you?
8 A. [14:54:24] Yes, yes. That'sit.
9 Q. [14:54:33] In your statement, at paragraph 128, you make reference to an
10  Anti-Balaka leader in Boeing whose name you don't remember, but you say that he
11 allegedly was close to Ngaissona. I would like to know how you found out that this
12 leader in Boeing was close to Mr Ngaissona.
13 A, [14:55:01] Simply put, at the end of the crisis, he too was one of those who had
14 initiated the meeting between the belligerent brothers with the view to restoring
15  peace. (Redacted), butI forget hisname. He was the Anti-Balaka
16 leader in Boeing, and (Redacted) for the purpose of achieving social
17 cohesion. That'sit.
18 Q. [14:55:40] Mr Witness, in reality, there is a lot of evidence before this Court that
19  for most of the first part of 2014, the Anti-Balaka in Boeing responded to a chief other
20  than Mr Ngaissona because they belonged to another faction of the movement.
21 Were you aware of that?
22 A, [14:56:09] No, no. In Bangui, everybody knew that he was the general
23 coordinator. But what you are saying is probably information that was prevailing
24 between the various groups of the Anti-Balaka, maybe among themselves.

25 Q. [14:56:28] I return again to your statement, at paragraph 177, in which you
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1 speak about a subject which is dear to your heart, social cohesion. And you said that
2 (Redacted) in order to improve the situation of Muslims.
3 You say that (Redacted).
4 Am I to understand then that Mr Ngaissona at the time was the key figure or the
5  central person on the side of the Anti-Balaka when it comes to discussions around
6  social cohesion?
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:57:13] Mr. Witness, please -- Mr Witness, please
8 waitasecond. The Prosecutor wants to speak, perhaps make an objection.
9 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:57:22] No. It's notan objection. ButI think if -- if the
10 question is put to the witness concerning this part of his statement, I think it may tend
11 toidentify him. And I think we should do it in private session.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:57:33] Yeah, you're right.
13 We go to private session.
14 So, you see, Mr Witness, it made sense, the intervention by the Prosecutor. We go to
15 private session so that you can answer this question without fearing to be identified.
16  (Private session at 2.57 p.m.)
17 THE COURT OFFICER: [14:57:48] We are in private session, Mr President.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:57:58] Thank you.
19  If you have still the question in mind, you can answer it, Mr. Witness. Otherwise,
20 Ms Proulx will repeat it.
21  THE WITNESS: [14:58:17](Interpretation) Could she repeat the question, please.
22 MSPROULX: [14:58:20](Interpretation)
23 Q. [14:58:20] No problem, Mr Witness.
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)
4 (Redacted)
5  (Redacted)
6  (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9  (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 Q. [14:59:35] I'd like to show you a document, tab 20 in the Defence binder,
12 CAR-OTP-2084-01- --
13 THE INTERPRETER: [15:00:01] The last two figures inaudible.
14  MSPROULX: [15:00:24](Interpretation) This is a press communiqué of 11
15 April 2014.
16 Q. [15:00:31] And I'd like to draw your attention to the first line: "Given the
17 multiple declarations of peace and social cohesion published by the national
18  coordination of Anti-Balaka patriots" and a little bit later in the fourth paragraph, a
19  communiqué that talks about stopping all hostilities and give chance a peace to social
20  cohesion and security.
21  So my question is as follows: Mr Witness, this appeal to peace and social cohesion
22 which you see in this communiqué, does it reflect the approach you held at that
23 moment?
24 A, [15:01:21] Yes. As]I can only repeat, almost everyone wanted this. They

25  wanted to bring peace to Central African Republic. And the Anti-Balaka, the leaders
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1 of the Anti-Balaka, were even more. They tried to do everything to bring peace in
2 Central Africa because they knew that the crisis couldn't continue like that. And it
3 was the Central Africans that were suffering because of it.
4 Q. [15:02:08] I just want to clarify something. You're talking about the end of the
5 crisis. This document is dated April 2014. Were -- are you saying that you were at
6  the end of the crisis in April 2014?
7 A, [15:02:27] We were -- we were moving towards the end of the crisis.
8 Q. [15:02:34] Now, another document. This is tab 21 of the Defence binder,
9 CAR-OTP-2084-0157.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:02:48] May I also shortly for the transcript,
11 because the ERN is not captured completely, the last one, it's CAR-OTP-2084-0150.
12 Thank you.
13 MS PROULX: [15:03:11](Interpretation)
14 Q. [15:03:11] So you can see it is a radio communiqué of 28 June 2014. (Redacted)
15  (Redacted)
16  (Redacted). And at the bottom of this paragraph, it says they request everybody in the
17 Anti-Balaka to have a pacifistic attitude and do nothing to disturb or upset this
18  moment for the Muslim brothers during this period of prayer. Later on, it should
19  say they should be understanding towards their brother -- their Muslim brothers
20  during Ramadan.
21 And in the penultimate paragraph, they talk about a new start for sustainable
22 peace -- with peace, sustainable development and peace throughout the country.
23 This is a communiqué which talks about Ramadan and which asks the Anti-Balaka to
24 respect the Muslim population particularly during this period.

25  Were you aware of this communiqué at that time?
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A.  [15:04:36] We were -- experienced that period. And it's true. During that
period, in the mosques, there was -- because all the mosques had been destroyed. So
in some places, gatherings for prayer took place, and we did experience that.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) Because in kilometre 5, all

the mosques were not destroyed, were not affected. But it's in the neighbouring
areas, in the other arrondissement where all the mosques were destroyed.

Q. [15:05:41] Thank you.

So you confirm that this radio communiqué had effects on everybody on the attitudes
of the Anti-Balaka. At that time, they were showing solidarity with the Muslims'
community. Have I understood correctly?

Did you hear my question, Mr Witness?

A.  [15:06:15] Yes. What were you saying?

Q. [15:06:18] I'm going to repeat. I simply wanted to confirm that indeed you
observed during the Ramadan period that there was a certain openness from the
Anti-Balaka in favour of social cohesion towards the Muslims.

A.  [15:06:43] Indeed.

MS PROULX: [15:06:53] Mr President, I would like to move briefly into private
session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:06:58] Private.

THE WITNESS: [15:07:04](Interpretation) Please may I have a moment, I -- to be
excused?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:07:19] Of course. No problem. Take your

time.
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1 THE WITNESS: [15:07:21](Interpretation) Okay.
2 (The witness exits the video-link location)
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:07:22] I think we can stay here in the room. I
4 think it will not last long.
5  Mr Vanderpuye, any redirect?
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:07:30] Thank you for asking, Mr President. Very briefly,
7  yes. Ilhavea--ashort video that I wanted to show. It's about I think a minute and
8 some -- a couple of questions following that.
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:07:41] Let's see.
10  Ms Proulx, close to the end?
11 MSPROULX: [15:07:46](Interpretation) Very close, your Honour.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:07:51] Okay. Thank you.
13 (Pause in proceedings)
14 (The witness enters the video-link location)
15 THE WITNESS: [15:09:44] O.K. C’est bon.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:09:53] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.
17  Please, Ms Proulx, continue.
18  MSPROULX: [15:10:04] I think I'lost track. Are we in private session? We are.
19  Okay, thank you.
20 Q. [15:10:06] Mr Witness, we have nearly finished.
21  I'want to go back to your statement. (Redacted)
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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1 MSPROULX: [15:10:27] We can go back into public session, please.

2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:10:50] Open session.

3 (Open session at 3.10 p.m.)

4  THE COURT OFFICER: [15:11:01] We are back in open session, Mr President.

5 MSPROULX: [15:11:02](Interpretation)

6 Q. [15:11:05] Mr Witness --

7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:11:06] Just a second.

8  Mr Vanderpuye, you seem to have an issue with the transcript.

9 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:11:09] Yes. Youread my mind. Yes, Mr President. It
10  seems not to be moving in either the Court version or mine. But I don't know if
11 it's -- maybe it's just me again.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:11:21] Well, I have here my last intervention to
13 you. So this seems to indicate that it runs at least for me. So it might be an issue
14  that you have at your computer. Idon't know.
15 Okay, I looked at the French transcript. The English is not running indeed. So
16 you'reright. Excuse me. My fault.
17 I'minformed that it's not a real issue. I translate what the court officer ...
18  So, Ms Proulx.
19  MSPROULX: [15:12:14](Interpretation)
20 Q. [15:12:14] In your statement, Mr Witness, in paragraph 173, you explained that
21 Mr Ngaissona was in contact with the president of the Islamic community and he
22 asked him for advice.
23 So am I to understand that as far as you know, Mr Ngaissona requested the opinion
24 of the Islamic community and in one way or another stretched out his arm towards

25  them?
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1 A.  [15:12:47] From time to time, Mr Ngaissona had contact with the president of
2 theIslamic community. He asked, for example, when there was a Muslim subject
3 who was captured and they took him to Ngaissona, then Ngaissona (Redacted)
4 (Redacted)
5  (Redacted)
6 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:13:28] Please allow me.
7 Mr Witness, when was that? When, according to the information that you have, at
8  what point in time did Mr Ngaissona have this contact with the president of the
9  Islamic community?
10 THE WITNESS: [15:13:54](Interpretation) I remember when we tackled the question
11 of national reconciliation, it was at that moment. And then he had permanent
12 contact with the leader of the Islamic community in CAR.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:14:13] Thank you.
14 Ms Proulx.
15 MSPROULX:
16 Q. [15:14:21](Interpretation) I have a last question. I'm going to talk about
17 paragraph 199 where there was talk about denouncing the movement of the Muslims,
18 and this was made on the radio. Mr Ngaissona also denounced this displacement
19  which they called as an obstacle to national reconciliation.
20 A. [15:14:55] And I do not remember that statement. I cannot remember.
21 Q. [15:15:10] For the records, I was referring, amongst other things, to the
22 statement of 3 April 2014, which is CAR-OTP-2110-0145.
23 Mr Witness, that completes my questions to you today. I'd like to thank you very
24 much for having taken the time to answer. Thank you very much and enjoy the rest

25  of the day.
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1 A, [15:15:43] Thank you.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:15:45] Mr Witness, the Prosecution,
3 Mr Vanderpuye, has indicated that he has some questions, further questions for you.
4  AndIgive Mr Vanderpuye the floor.
5 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:15:57] Thank you, Mr President. May I remain seated
6 again?
7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:16:01] Like always, yes.
8 MR VANDERPUYE: Thank you.
9 QUESTIONED BY MR VANDERPUYE:
10 Q. [15:16:05] Good afternoon, Witness. Ihave only a couple of short questions for
11 you.
12 Just to orient you --
13 A, [15:16:19] Thank you.
14 Q. [15:16:20] -- you were asked a number of questions concerning the 3e
15 arrondissement and the arming or armed groups in that location and, in particular,
16  whether they were assisting the Seleka or carrying out operations.
17 I'wanted to show you a video and ask you some questions regarding it. It is a video
18  of an interview that was done with the interim president, Catherine Samba Panza.
19 The ERN is CAR-OTP-2023-1863. And I'm going to play it -- we will play it from
20 07:31to 08:30. But before we do, let me give you the transcript reference so the
21  interpreters have that. We have it as CAR-OTP-2122-9401. And we'll play it from
22 9403 through 9404. And it should be lines 89 through 99 of that transcript. If the
23 interpreters can let us know when they're ready, that would be probably helpful.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:17:41] And since we need, anyway, time for

25  objection or whatever from Ms Dimitri, so they will have enough time. And
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1 Mr Knoops is also rising, but Ms Dimitri rose first.
2 MSDIMITRI: [15:17:52] I object to this line of questioning, Mr President. Ilook at
3 the question, I don't see how the video, new material is related to a question that was
4  putin cross-examination or a clarification. I think it's just a second attempt to come
5  back on a subject displacement which was foreseen and addressed in
6  examination-in-chief.
7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:14] Mr Knoops.
8 MR KNOOQOPS: [15:18:17] We have exactly the same objection, Mr President. And I
9 don't believe this video was on the list of materials of the Prosecution, as I recall.
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:26] Mr Vanderpuye.
11 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:18:30] First, I believe the video has already been submitted
12 through P-884. The particular section that I want to play relates to specifically the
13 PK5 and relates to the 3e arrondissement, and it relates to the condition and
14 circumstances of the armed elements that are in that area.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:52] So this was important information
16  because -- actually, I intended to say no, but when you assure us that the portion of
17  this interview really deals with these matters that have been brought up, then we'll
18  hear it.
19 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:19:07] Thank you, Mr President.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:19:08] So let's play it.
21 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:19:12] I just want to check.
22 Are we ready in the booth? We're ready in the booth. Okay. We're not ready in
23 the booth.
24  MSDIMITRI: [15:19:19] Mr President, just one point for the record. I think the

25  armed elements in -- during the displacement -- in the displacement trucks was a
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1 subject in Mr Vanderpuye's examination, not in cross, not in our examination.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:19:40] But Mr Vanderpuye says -- please repeat
3 why you want to show it, what the reason is.
4 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:19:49] Yes. What we're talking about are the elements
5  within the 3rd arrondissement, not the elements in the trucks. These are -- were put
6  specifically -- you may remember the chart with Texas and the elements in there and
7 all of that.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:20:04] Yeah. So that is simply correct, what
9 you're saying, Mr Vanderpuye. Butsometimes in the back and forth we can put it
10 together.
11 So now we listen to the video. Iassume it will be the last one for this year. And
12 then you put some questions to the witness.
13 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:20:23] Just a couple of questions.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:20:23] No, no. It's fine. It's fine. It's fine.
15 So we have figured it out now.
16  Let's watch the video and listen to what is being said.
17 THE INTERPRETER: [15:20:41] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)
18 "Isay I have avision. Second problem, we have disarmed certain areas, we have
19  started to disarm the 5th arrondissement where there's a big Muslim community. As
20  soon as we disarm that Muslim community, they have been the subject of attack by
21  the Anti-Balaka. There were many exactions which were committed in that
22 neighbourhood. When we asked -- when I was asked to disarm the 5th -- or the 3rd
23 arrondissement, I said: Okay. With the experience we've had with the 5th, if we
24 disarm the 3rd, we will hand the Muslim community over to the Anti-Balaka.

25  If we don't have enough men to protect the neighbourhood, protect these
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1 communities, we mustn't disarm them. I know the heavy arms that exist in the 3rd.
2 I'know there's an armoury, but there's an operation which we must do in a good and
3 organised way. That's why I refuse to disarm the 3rd arrondissement."
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:21:48] We still -- the English transcript is still not
5 running. But okay.
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:21:55]
7 Q. [15:21:55] Mr Witness, first my usual question: Were you able to see the video
8 and hear the words of the transitional president?
9 A. [15:22:15] No, I couldn't hear it very well.
10 Q. [15:22:20] Okay.
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:23:04] Then we -- I suggest that we play it. It's
12 not so long and we still have time. So, really, to put it this way, at the end of the day,
13 it doesn't matter if five minutes more or less.
14 So please play it -- we play it again, Mr Witness, and we hope that the sound quality
15 is now better so that you can hear everything that is being said.
16 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:22:42] Thank you. Thank you, Mr President.
17 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
18  THE INTERPRETER: [15:22:53] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)
19  "Isaid, let me recap. Second problem, if we disarm certain neighbourhoods, we
20  have started to disarm the 5th arrondissement where there is a big Muslim
21 community. When we disarmed the Muslim community, they were subject to an
22 Anti-Balaka attack. There was many exactions which were committed in that
23 neighbourhood. When I'm asked to disarm the 5th -- the 3rd arrondissement, I said:
24 Hopla! With the experience of the 5th, if we disarm the 3rd, we will deliver that

25  Muslim community to the Anti-Balaka.
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1 If we don't have enough men to protect the neighbourhood, protect those

2 communities, it's better not to disarm them. Iknow they are heavily armed in the

3 3rd arrondissement. Iknow they have an armoury, but we cannot carry out an

4  operation unless it's done in an organised way. And that's why I've refused to

5  disarm the 3rd arrondissement."

6 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:24:02] The witness has nodded, so we assume

7 that he has understood. So you can put your questions to him.

8 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:24:07] Thank you. Thank you, Mr President.

9 Q. [15:24:11 You heard what the transitional president said about the 5¢
10 arrondissement and also the 3e arrondissement. And you testified earlier that there
11 were indeed armed groups within PKS5.
12 First, do you agree with what the -- what the president said in terms of what would
13 happen if that area were disarmed?
14 A. [15:24:50] Yes, it's true, because the Sangaris even asked to the president of -- the
15 president of the Islamic community, that they should disarm -- disarm the armed
16  group. And also the president of the Islamic community refused. He said it wasn't
17 the right moment to disarm kilometre 5. Otherwise, it would really be a disaster.
18  And when the transitional president gave her position, I agreed with her. It's true.
19 Q. [15:25:31] In your experience, or to your knowledge, what was the function of
20  the groups that were armed that were inside PK5?
21 A, [15:25:49] What they said in Kilometre 5, it was to say to cover them. It was for
22 their Defence. Because they had attacked and, therefore, they armed themselves to
23 defend themselves. That's what they were saying in the neighbourhoods of the
24 kilometre 5. It was a legitimate Defence. That's what they said.

25 Q. [15:26:16] Do you mean the Defence against the Anti-Balaka, or do you mean the
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Defence against other groups?

A.  [15:26:30] Defence, legitimate Defence and -- against the Anti-Balaka.
Everybody knew that. In the statement you heard, the transitional president ...

Q.  [15:26:43] In her statement, she referred to the experience that the government
had in disarming the 5th arrondissement and she said that there were many exactions
there.

Do you have any recollection of that or experience about that, specifically?

MS DIMITRI:  [15:27:05] Mr President, I think we're getting further away to
clarification to an answer given during the Defence examination. [ think we're now
opening a -- a different subject.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:27:20] Mr Knoops.

MR KNOOPS: [15:27:20] Mr President, with due respect, I recall your ruling
yesterday in line 8 of the real-time transcript -- page 8, lines 1 till 9, you said if we
have a 68(3) witness the Prosecution doesn't raise it because of time. Defence raises
it in its examination. And the Prosecution didn't have a chance to, out of fairness,
respond to it, then reexamination with the 68(3) witness is allowed for the Prosecution.
This issue was not raised by the Defence, so there is no reason to invoke your ruling
of yesterday because the Prosecution did have a chance. The Defence didn't raise it.
There is no unfairness in terms of your ruling and, therefore -- and your ruling also
held that if Defence, in its examination, invokes a topic which is not aborted by the
Prosecution and it would contradict the 68(3) statement, then out of fairness the
Prosecution should be allowed in reexamination to go into the topic. That was the
ruling you gave yesterday.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:28:42] Yeah, but yet the two issues here are

intertwined the. The 5th and the 3rd arrondissement are intertwined. If you
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1 separate them, you are right. If you see them in connection, the interim president
2 referred to -- was to certain reaction on not reaction by her government towards, as I
3 have understood it, the 3rd arrondissement because of something that happened with
4 the 5th arrondissement. So this -- and there's always, you know, [ have a -- whatis a
5 new matter and what is not, this is always a matter of discretion. ~And since these
6  two matters here are intertwined, so to speak, we simply listened if the witness has to
7  say something to it and, Mr Vanderpuye, then we finish the whole thing.
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:29:31] Yes, Mr President. Thank you.
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:29:34] So Mr Witness, have you -- let me try.
10 Have you any knowledge about what happened in the 5th arrondissement after
11 disarmament?
12 THE WITNESS: [15:29:50](Interpretation) Yes, that's what the interim president
13 raised just before.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:30:01] Okay. That's enough. So we had this
15 already on the record, so yes.
16  Mr Vanderpuye, further questions?
17 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:30:10] No, Mr President. That concludes my redirect
18  examination.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:30:15] Okay.
20 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:30:15] Thank you for your indulgence. Thank you,
21  Mr Witness.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:30:19] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. This
23 concludes your testimony. On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to address you
24 personally. On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to thank you that you made

25  yourself available as a witness in these proceedings to help this Court to establish the
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truth. We wish you a safe trip back home.

THE WITNESS: [15:30:56](Interpretation) Thank you. Many thanks.

(The witness is excused)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:31:03] And we all know that this also concludes
not only this hearing for today, and the whole hearings for this year, which not only,
may I say with regard to some of the judges here with regard to this case, a very long
one, a very intense one.

On behalf of the Chamber, at the end of this year, I would like to thank everyone in
this courtroom, the parties, the participants, legal staff of the Chamber, court officer,
court usher, interpreters, and so many who helped to keep these proceedings going
on in difficult times. And we know that these were difficult times. And everybody
had to work under extreme pressure, sometimes under extreme difficult conditions.
The Chamber is aware of this and appreciates the great efforts made by everyone a
lot.

And I think I can say at the end of this year that although, of course, in a courtroom
the parties and participants have different interests and they -- they have different
purposes, different roles, that from the atmosphere I -- the Chamber experienced in
this courtroom, this was always -- the encounters were done with respect, with
collegiality. And I would like to thank the parties and participants specifically for
that.

The Chamber wishes all of you a good and relaxing recess. And we hope you stay
healthy, of course. Have a nice day, and the Court is adjourned.

THE COURT USHER: [15:32:38] All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.32 p.m.)
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