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Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2027

1  International Criminal Court

2 Trial Chamber V

3 Situation: Central African Republic II

4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard

5 Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18

6  Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and

7  Judge Chang-ho Chung

8  Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1

9  Wednesday, 2 June 2021
10 (The hearing starts in open session at 9.30 a.m.)
11 THE COURT USHER: [9:30:40] All rise.
12 The International Criminal Court is now in session.
13 Please be seated.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:31:06] Good morning, everyone. Good morning,
15  Mr Witness.
16  Could the court officer please call the case.
17  THE COURT OFFICER: [9:31:17] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
18  Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
19  Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
20 And for the record, we are in open session.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:31:32] Thank you.
22 T ask for the appearance of the parties. Mr Iverson first.
23 MRIVERSON: [9:31:38] Kweku Vanderpuye, Claire Henderson, and Eric Iverson
24 for the Prosecution.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:31:44] Thank you.
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1  Mr Narantsetseg.
2 MR NARANTSETSEG: [9:31:47] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
3 For the Common Legal Representative of Victims of other crimes,
4 Mr Dangabo Moussa Abdou, Ms Mouhia Asso, and myself, Orchlon Narantsetseg.
5  Thank you.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Mr Suprun.
7 MR SUPRUN: [9:32:02] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. The former
8  child soldiers are represented today by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the
9  Office of Public Counsel for Victims. Thank you.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:11] Turning to the Defence. Ms Dimitri.
11 MSDIMITRIL:  [9:32:15] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning, your
12 Honours. Good morning, everyone. Myléne Dimitri this morning for Mr Yekatom,
13 who is present in the courtroom. And I am assisted by Dr Lena Casiez and our legal
14 intern, Yousra Lamqgaddam.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:30] Thank you.
16  And Mr Knoops.
17 MR KNOOPS: [9:32:33] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. I'm assisted
18  today again my Ms Sara Pedroso on my left side, legal assistant; and Ms Despoina
19  Eleftheriou, she's case manager on the case. And Mr Ngaissona is present in the
20 courtroom.
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:47] Okay. Thank you.
22 And if you want, you -- I think you will conduct your interrogation sitting.
23 MRKNOOPS: Yes.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: But you have the floor, of course.

25 MRKNOOPS: [9:32:56] Thank you, Mr President.
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1 WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2027 (On former oath)

2 (The witness speaks French)

3 (The witness gives evidence via video link)

4  QUESTIONED BY MR KNOOPS:

5 Q. [9:33:19] Good morning, Mr Witness.

6 A. [9:33:26] Good morning.

7 Q. [9:33:27] I'm the counsel -- I'm the counsel of Mr Patrice Ngaissona.

8 By the way, the front screen mentions "Ngaissone", the screen of the Court. [ was

9 just--
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Really?
11 MRKNOOPS: --informed by the Prosecution, who was informed by Ms Dimitri,
12 that the name of the defendant, "Mr Ngaissone," is mentioned on the screen of the
13 ICC, so just an observation.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:57] Well, that should be changed of course.
15  MRKNOOPS: [9:34:00] Yes.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:02] Ms Dimitri, as observant as ever.
17 MR KNOOPS: [9:34:05] Exactly, Mr President. And also the Prosecution.
18 Q. [9:34:08] Good morning, Mr Witness. I'm counsel of Mr Patrice Ngaissona.
19  You hear me well?
20 A.  [9:34:20] I hear you a hundred per cent.
21 Q. [9:34:22] Thank you. It's a pleasure to meet you, sir. My name is
22 Alexander Knoops. I'm an attorney at law in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. And
23 I'm a member of the Defence team Mr Ngaissona. And if you allow me, I have some
24 questions for you this morning.

25 A.  [9:34:45] Thank you, sir. Iam prepared to answer all your questions.
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1 Q. [9:34:50] Thank you very much, sir.
2 My first question, Mr Witness, relates to your military career. I observed in your
3 statement, which is paragraph 15, that you rose from second-lieutenant,
4 second-lieutenant in (Redacted), to lieutenant in (Redacted). And you were lieutenant
5  for (Redacted) before becoming a captain on (Redacted).
6  What were the requirements for you to become a captain after (Redacted)
7  being lieutenant?
8 A.  [9:36:36] I don't know quite the criteria. I didn't really understand the question.
9  It's our superiors who promote us to our higher rank. Idon't quite know what the
10  requirements are. Isuppose it's to deal with my abilities. It's up to the higher
11 commanders to decide. I was promoted to a higher rank. I don't have anything to
12 say about that.
13 Q. [9:37:20] So it's the military superiors who decide on the promotion and not, for
14  instance, a politician. Would you agree with this?
15 A, [9:37:36] Yes.
16 Q. [9:37:36] Mr Witness, did you, in your military career, ever experience a
17 colleague in the FACA who rose within seven years from the rank of
18  second-lieutenant, second-lieutenant to captain?
19 A. [9:38:13] No. Unless you're thinking of somebody else, no.
20 Q. [9:38:42] Mr Witness, speaking about the role of the FACA, you explained in
21  your statement that, for the FACA, the rebellion of 2013, 2014 was quite different from
22 the libération in 2003 when the FACA was assisting President Bozize to take power.
23 Could you please explain briefly what, in your view, was the most essential difference
24 for the FACA, if you compare these two time frames.

25 A.  [9:39:58] Thank you, Counsel. If I compare the difference of 2003 and 2013,
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1 when there was the second regime, there was a coup d'état. There was Dacko and
2 Bokassa and DackoII. There was a change, but there weren't killings and massacres
3 like in 2013.
4  Between Bozize and Patasse, Bozize took power. There were military, and
5 immediately he disarmed the militants and he established order. That'sit. When
6  Djotodia seized power, he took over. Everybody was there, administration, the
7  military. So it was a different case. Everybody was scared. There was killings
8  during the eight months of rule of Djotodia. That's the difference. That's the
9 difference.
10 All the time, sometimes even throughout the world, everybody saw what was
11 happening in Central Africa and everything that was happening in the country. I
12 think that everybody was aware of what was happening at the time. So what I'm
13 saying, there's an enormous difference. If Djotodia took power, he had power in his
14 hand. So what does he have to do to establish peace? Disarm the military. Ifit's
15  fighters, train them and include them in the army. What you can say is that
16  humanitarian law --
17 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
18  THE WITNESS: [9:42:35](Interpretation) So there was a big difference between 2003
19 and 2013.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:42:43] Mr Knoops, may I for the -- simply for the
21  transcript and for the record, to which paragraphs of the statement where you
22 referring? And I think it's enough if you cite the final four digits also of the page.
23 It's CAR-OTP-2078-0059. And then please tell us from where you derive this.
24  MRKNOOPS: [9:43:06] Yes, it's CAR-OTP-2078-0062, paragraphs 20 and 23 of the

25 statement.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:43:27] Thank you.

2 MRKNOQOPS: [9:43:29]

3 Q. [9:43:30] Mr Witness, you gave us one reason of the difference between the two

4  episodes, but I recall from your statement that, from the perspective of the FACA

5 itself, the way it functioned, there was also a difference. And in your statement you

6 referred to the fact that in 2003, you said there was a general at the head of the

7 movement and the rest of them were trained soldiers. There was order and

8  discipline.

9  Could you explain the Chamber why this situation was different in 2013, 2014.
10 A. [9:44:45] Thank you, Mr President. It's just as I was explaining already. In
11 2003, there was a general at the head, and that general was trained. He understood
12 and knew humanitarian law and he knew the rules of war. But when Djotodia came
13 to power, or maybe two or three days later, he disarmed all the militant, all the
14  fighters. He took away their arms. He regrouped everything in the barracks and
15 sent them to training and tried to incorporate them into the army.
16  Soin 2003, there was a difference that everyone was aware of, which wasn't the case.
17 If President Djotodia did the same thing as the general, then we wouldn't have this
18  problem today, but that was not the case. So that's why today we are in the situation
19  we are.
20 Q. [9:46:19] Mr Witness, can you recall that -- you just alluded to the fact that
21 Mr Djotodia wanted to incorporate his own fighters into the FACA, what the
22 response of the FACA was when Djotodia wanted to incorporate his own forces into
23 the FACA and perhaps also giving them military ranks in the FACA? How did the
24 FACA officers respond to this attempt of Mr Djotodia?

25 A.  [9:47:03] Thank you, Mr President. That only concerns Djotodia and his
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1 fighters. For example, a civilian who became a general or a corporal who became
2 directly general, or a caporal-chef who became directly general, first rank became
3 colonel, he probably has his reasons. It's not me who should answer that question in
4  his place. He should answer that question, Mr President. I don't know anything.
5 Who knows why he decided to do that. Vis-a-vis a trained military, he's going to say
6 what? He's going to command how? Does he have the training to command? But
7 acivilian who has a high position of responsibility is not like a well-trained general or
8  high-ranking officer because he hasn't got the experience and that's a problem for the
9  country, Mr President, and something that everybody was criticising. Everybody
10  criticised that. It's a shame for the country.
11 Q. [9:48:51] Can you recall, Mr Witness, that President Bozize was against this
12 integration of these units into the FACA, units of the Seleka movement?
13 A.  [9:49:21] Thank you, Mr President. The former president wasn't in power.
14 What can you reproach him of? If Djotodia had had his troops, that only concerns
15 him. What's he going to say? He's just looking at what's happening? Ihaven't
16  really got a lot of comment on this, Mr President.
17 Q. [9:49:58] Can you tell from your own experience as a FACA officer, that it did
18  cause some tension within the FACA ranks when they heard about this integration of
19 Seleka units in the FACA?
20 A.  [9:50:24] Mr President, for me, it doesn't say anything to me. Ididn't have any
21  problem there either. It only deals with the leader of the country who gives this.
22 But perhaps what I see that as an officer of the army, before including other units,
23 they should have assistance and they should be sent to a military school to give him
24  the duty so that he knows how to command and to offer his services. That's the only

25 adviceIcan give. Butit's too late for that now.
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1 Q. [9:51:21] Mr Witness, would you agree with me when we conclude that the
2 Anti-Balaka movement, which arose in 2013, 2014, did not have the same structure, so
3 tospeak, as the so-called libérateur of 2003? Could you make for us the comparison
4 between those two different groups? We just spoke about the FACA, now I'm
5  asking about the Anti-Balaka movement versus the libérateur of 2003. Do you see
6  any difference in their composition and their way of functioning?
7 A, [9:52:34] Yes, thank you, Mr President. Yes, I've made comparison between the
8 two, of course. The Anti-Balaka was a popular movement against the Seleka. It's
9 not a movement -- Balaka, Balaka in our language is machete, so it's the population
10 who rose up against and took up machetes to fight against those who had arms. So
11 there was a civilian movement which is different from an armed group. And
12 afterwards, it became the Anti-Balaka movement with all the population who rose up
13 inBangui. Iwasn't there, but that's what happened.
14 Q. [9:53:40] Would you agree with me to say that the libérateur had a more clear
15 structure in the way they functioned as opposed to the Anti-Balaka movement
16  of 2013, 2014?
17 A.  [9:54:11] Sorry. [haven't quite understood the question.
18 Q. [9:54:20] Would you agree that the Anti-Balaka movement did not have a clear
19  structure as opposed to the movement of the libérateur of 2003?
20 A. [9:54:38] Yes, I repeat and I repeat again, the Balaka movement is a popular
21  assembly because the Seleka carried out massacres, they killed the population, they
22 raped, they looted everywhere during those months. That's why the Anti-Balaka,
23 the population, the youth grouped together in order to fight this, to go against the
24 Seleka. Ican say, yes, I could say what I've understood. It's not a military group or

25  something like that. That's it.
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1 Q. [9:55:44] Thank you, Mr Witness. On various occasions in your statement, and
2 Irefer to, for instance, paragraph 142 and 157, you told the Office of the Prosecution
3 that at the time of the 2013, 2014 events, there was a total disorder in the country, and
4 you say in paragraph 142 that it was for the leaders of both sites, the leaders had a
5 hard time to manage their -- their men. My question to you is, why was it that the
6 leaders of the various groups on both sides were not able to manage their groups?
7 A.  [9:57:05]  haven't quite followed the question.
8 Q. [9:57:11] It's your statement, Mr Witness, that the leaders of the groups, both
9  Seleka, Anti-Balaka, who were involved in the events of 2013, had a difficult time to
10  manage, to control their groups, their men. You even say it was a rebellion without
11 abrain and no one could control the elements. That's paragraph 157 of your
12 statement.
13 Now, my question to you is, could you tell the Court why were the leaders of each of
14 those groups, in your view, not capable or able to manage their men, to control their
15 men.
16 MRIVERSON: Your Honour.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Mr Iverson.
18  MRIVERSON: [9:58:23] I would just ask that counsel rephrase the question because
19 it wasn't, wasn't capable or wasn't able, it was they had a hard time, which are two
20  different things in this the statement.
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:58:36] Yeah, but I think what it's about is clear.
22 The witness speaks -- and I paraphrase it a little bit, speaks in his statement about
23 uncontrollable men on the ground.
24 And the question, Mr Witness, would be: Could you elaborate on that?

25  And I think that will do. Otherwise, beyond that, I think we have seen
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1  paragraph 142 and 157. And 142 remarked by me, Mr Knoops, provides a little bit of
2 an explanation in the sentence before you have quoted.
3 But, Mr Witness, can you elaborate on that, why you think the situation became
4 uncontrollable.
5 THE WITNESS: [9:59:28](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. A leader, a
6 leader of the Seleka who has more than 3,000 troops behind him in a single town and
7 has 200 chefs for all those troops. And the town was invaded by that armed group.
8  How are they going to be housed and how are they going to deal with things? So
9  they became uncontrollable and they are armed. They are not disarmed. So that's
10 it
11 Asregards the Balaka, you're going to find 30- to 50,000. That's the entire population
12 in-- of the town. Who's going to control who? They fought the Seleka, they
13 disarmed the Seleka, they killed the Seleka, they collected their arms, and everybody
14 then became armed. That'sit. Even you who has responsibility of a particular
15 group, if you say something, they're going to beat you up. That'sit. It was total
16  disorder in both sides.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:01:21] I think we should leave it at that,
18 Mr Knoops.
19 MR KNOOPS: [10:01:27]
20 Q. [10:01:29] In your statement, you give the example in paragraph 157,
21  Mr Witness, that there was at a certain point in time a caporal-chef with the name of
22 Mr Dedane, or Dedane, who was in your company. He was against this disorder, he
23 started to disarm some civilians in his group, and he was killed, and also
24 Sergeant Mokofio was killed by Mr Andjilo.

25  Canyou recall that Mr Ngaissona, at a certain point in time, tried to start with the
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1 disarmament of the Anti-Balaka and was threatened because he tried to do so?
2 A. [10:03:03] Yes, Mr President. Dedane was one of my soldiers at one time. I
3 was the one who trained him. After that, he was integrated into my company just
4  like Mokofio. And once the country started to break up, some of us fled and went
5 intoexile. They withdrew to the villages, and that is how come the Anti-Balaka was
6 born. They joined the group.
7 And once they arrived Bangui, given that Dedane was a trained soldier, could
8  observe what was happening, he thought it was not a good thing. * Well, I was still in
9  Yaounde, and I heard about it... we all heard about it. Ngaissona himself was in
10 France or somewhere else. He had not yet returned to the country. So when
11 Dedane started disarming the group which -- of the Balaka group, which was
12 committing atrocities, they killed him in the same way Mokofio was killed. I was
13 still in exile, and that is what I was told by phone. And after I returned to the
14 country, I heard explanations about what had happened.
15 So these were two examples of cases that led to the deaths of soldiers amongst them.
16  Now, with regard to Ngaissona, he himself was trying to advise them to put down
17  their weapons. And there were many attempts against him, and he managed to
18  escape on several occasions because he also did not want disorder. He was the
19  *adviser. He was a big person. He had come back. But who was able to
20  understand? Who was listening to who during that time? And people were doing
21  what they wanted, especially those who had weapons. So that is the answer I can
22 try to give you.
23 Q. [10:06:18] Thank you, sir. The incident with Mr -- Caporal-chef Dedane and
24 Sergeant Mokofio, could you give us a time frame approximately when this happened,

25  when these officers or these soldiers were killed because they wanted to disarm some
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1 of the Anti-Balaka.
2 A. [10:07:00] Thank you, Mr President. I was not on the ground in the field to be
3 able to know the precise date of those incidents. This was information that we
4  received by phone. And once we returned to the country, I was told what had
5 happened. And we didn't try to find out which month, which date, or -- I've
6 forgotten the date, or I do not even know the date. So I cannot remember either the
7  date or the month of those incidents.
8 Q. [10:07:47] From your statement, I take it that it was in -- at least in the year 2013,
9  isthat correct, when you got this information? You were still in exile?
10 A. [10:08:11] Yes, I believe that would be 2013 or 2014. 2013, 2014 I would say, but
11 I'would like to still insist that I cannot give you the exact dates, but it was during that
12 period.
13 Q. [10:08:30] Of course. Thank you, sir. Speaking about this gentleman,
14 Mr Andjilo who apparently was involved in the killing of one of your sergeants,
15 Mokofio, you have described in your statement another important event, namely, the
16  attempted killings of Mr Ngaissona by this same gentleman, Mr Andjilo and his
17 younger brother. And you told the investigators in your statement that this
18  happened, these attempts to kill Mr Ngaissona happened several times and you were
19  the one who protected Mr Ngaissona from killing by Mr Andjilo.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:09:19] It's paragraph 155, I don't (Overlapping
21  speakers)
22 MRKNOOPS: [10:09:21] Correct, Mr President. Sorry. 155.
23 Q. [10:09:24] Now, you didn't tell in your statement why Mr Ngaissona apparently
24 had to be killed by Mr Andjilo and his younger brother. Could you tell the Court

25  why several attempts on his life were made by Mr Andjilo and why you came to
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1 protect him.
2 A. [10:10:08] Very well. Ido not know what is -- was the problem, but they were
3 justlike that. When Andjilo drinks some alcohol, I really do not know how it
4 happens with him. But it was around 5 p.m. to 9 --to 7 p.m. Andjilo and his junior
5  brother went into the compound of Ngaissona. Ngaissona was warned, and he
6  exited through the emergency exit. He did not contact me at the time. He
7  contacted someone else, and this person contacted me, indicated his position, and I
8 came and I found him and took him to a secure location. And that's how he got
9 away.
10 Ido notreally know whether it is because -- they knew that Ngaissona did not like
11 what they were doing. They knew that Ngaissona was not content. They would
12 come several times, either to shoot him. And sometimes when they don't find him,
13 they would just be shooting at random all over the place.
14 We already know that Ngaissona did not like what they were doing and he was
15  giving advice against that, so that might have triggered their activities. And that is
16  how they started doing just about anything. I know that that is what was happening
17  there initially, and that is what other people explained to us. And then there are
18  wusually some people who witness such activities in -- along the road, and even
19  Ngaissona's relatives can explain what happened, and we also received information
20  from other sources.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:12:58] I think it's enough about this, I would say.
22 We have it already in 155. It is in his statement, Rule 68(3).
23 MRKNOOPS: Yes.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: And he tried to provide an explanation, but the fact

25 isthere, and he elaborated on it. Ithink we can, we can move on.
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1 MRKNOOPS: [10:13:13] Yeah. It would just be very convenient to know the time
2 frame.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:13:21] Of course. That's indeed a point that
4 would be interesting. Yes.
5 MRKNOOPS: [10:13:23] Yeah. That was my next question to the witness.
6 Q. [10:13:24] Sir, could you provide the Chamber with an approximate time frame
7 of these attempted killings or at least the year when -- when this happened, according
8  toyour information.
9 A. [10:13:47] Well, thank you, Mr President. I don't know the exact month or year,
10 butIwould say 2014. Iwouldn't tell you whether it was Monday, Tuesday, or
11 Wednesday. Iknow that the sun rises at a certain point. People go to church.
12 People carry out their activities. So -- so I don't even know the day. That's all can1
13 tell you, I was just there at home.
14 MR KNOOPS: [10:14:30] That's a nice expression, we only know when the sun rises.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:14:33] Actually, I --
16 MRKNOOPS: Ilike it.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: -- also like it, yes. Indeed.
18 MR KNOOPS: [10:14:36] Yes.
19 Q. [10:14:40] Thank you, Mr Witness.
20  Mr Witness, you didn't speak in your statement about the house of Mr Ngaissona.
21 Do you have information for us whether his house was at a certain point in time
22 destroyed in Bangui? And if so, approximately which time frame this was.
23 A.  [10:15:20] Thank you, Mr President. Talking about Ngaissona's house, it was
24 the Seleka who destroyed Ngaissona's house. During that period, I was still in

25 Bangui. One day - I think it was on a Sunday - my family, my two children, and my
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1 neighbours were abducted by the Seleka and taken to Mr Ngaissona's warehouse. I
2 sought refuge somewhere. [ was called, and I said, "Well, if these are my two
3 children, then I have to go there either to save my children or I die." So I went there
4 and I found about a dozen people seated there. On that day, there was a Seleka
5  captain who knew me, who had known me during that time, but I did not know him.
6 Thad forgotten him. So he said, "Lieutenant, do you know me?"
7 Isaid, "No."
8 And he said, "What are you looking for?"
9  AndIsaid, "My two children are there and my * neighbours."
10 And he told me that the general who had left had killed people in the
11 7th arrondissement, so you could save these other people.
12 SoIsaid, "Okay, thank you." At that time I had a pickup and it had been taken by
13 the Seleka. SolIcame, I gave advice, and a captain helped me. So I took these
14 people away.
15 So the Seleka people came now to ransack the warehouse. * Because they had
16  surrounded Ngaissona's warehouse, and they even emptied the..building. So
17  they remained there, even there, for one month. So there were breaking everything,
18  breaking everything during that period. And regarding the date, I cannot tell you
19  the precise date, but it was 2013. They also went to his residence and ransacked
20  everything. ButIknow that it was a Sunday, but I do not know the date itself.
21 Q. [10:18:25] Can you recall, Mr Witness, that just before the invasion of Bangui on
22 24 March 2013, you went to Mr Ngaissona to warn him about the advance of the
23 Seleka and what happened afterwards with your warning?
24 A.  [10:19:04] Can you kindly repeat the question, please.

25 Q. [10:19:07] Did you see Mr Ngaissona before the invasion of Seleka in Bangui
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1  in 2013, 24 March, to warn him for the advance of the Seleka? And if so, what
2 happened afterwards with you and him?
3 A, [10:19:45] Very well. Thank you, Mr President. At that time, I was at the red
4  line, and Ngaissona was ill. He was very ill when the Seleka was advancing. And
5  two days after that, he was supposed to travel. I think it could have been on a
6  mission for the football federation or a government mission to South Africa or another
7  country. I'mnot sure.
8 And when the Seleka came in, Mr Ngaissona was ill. But 24 hours later, he
9 recovered a little bit, and then he went on mission. We did not see each other. So
10 when the Seleka came in, Ngaissona was on mission. He was not in Bangui when
11 the Seleka came in. He returned later. I think when Djotodia was forced to resign,
12 that is when Ngaissona returned to the country.
13 Q. [10:21:16] Did you escort Mr Ngaissona when he left Bangui towards the hiding
14 place outside Bangui?
15 A. [10:21:37] No, I did not escort him as such. That is, I just had to put him at a
16  certain location, and then there was a vehicle that came and fetched him, and then I
17 returned home.
18 Q. [10:22:01] When did you meet him for the first time in your life?
19  Mr Ngaissona.
20 A.  [10:22:21] First meeting, well, Ngaissona was a state civil servant. He was a
21  future minister. Imet him when the events had not yet started. I met him on
22 several occasions, not only on one occasion.
23 Q. [10:22:53] Could you describe him for us.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:22:59] A very generic question.

25 MR KNOOPS: [10:23:01] It's very generic. I realise.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:03] Can you perhaps --

2 MRKNOOPS: Ican--Ican help --

3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: -- specify it a little bit.

4  MRKNOOPS: [10:23:06] Yeah, I can --

5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:08] Perhaps, for example, ask: Mr Witness,

6  when you had contact with him, in your opinion, how did it work? Was he a

7 difficult person when you had contact him? Can you say something about it?

8 But--

9 MR KNOOPS: [10:23:27] I -- I have the reference. I didn't want to lead the witness.
10 ButI can -- (Overlapping speakers)
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:27] No. You can --
12 MRKNOOPS: --put it more directly.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: You can do it, please, because it's your questioning,
14 and the Prosecution (Overlapping speakers)
15  MRKNOOPS: [10:23:32] Maybe I can rephrase the question then more directly.
16 Q. [10:23:35] In your statement, Mr Witness, in paragraph 62 - that's
17 CAR-OTP-2078-0070 - you told the Office of the Prosecution that Ngaissona was a
18  minister of youth and sport, so he helped a lot of people at that time -- at the time.
19  "He had helped me before in Bangui as well. He does this out of the goodness of his
20  heart. He helped a lot of people like this, including pensioners in Bangui. I felt no
21  obligation towards him and didn't feel like I owed him something because he gave
22 me the money."
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:24:26] I think it's fine to citate that because it's
24  part of his statement, Rule 68(3), and you might elaborate -- (Overlapping speakers)

25  MRKNOOPS: Yes. That's the basis -- (Overlapping speakers)
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: (Overlapping speakers) for example, if can you

2  elaborate, that's also fine.

3 MRKNOOPS: [10:24:40] Yeah.

4 Q. [10:24:40] Mr Witness, this is a description you gave of Mr Ngaissona in a

5  certain point in time. You have other examples to explain to us how you

6  experienced Mr Ngaissona as a human being.

7 ~ What was he like? Was he indeed what you said here, a generous person? Helping

8 people? Was he asocial person? Was he involved in other issues like sport and

9  politics?
10 Please give us your experience with him as a human being in your own words.
11 A. [10:25:47] Thank you very much, Mr President. I think that maybe if -- or
12 today Ngaissona is in The Hague, it's because of his kindness? Well, I do not know.
13 Iknew him. It's-- I'm not the only one who knows him. Everyone knows him.
14  He is someone who does not like problems. And if you have problems yourself and
15 he sees you, he can assist you, he gives you assistance. That's why I mentioned
16  everything that  mentioned. Even retired persons who had unpaid arrears, he
17 would come and see you and then he helps you, gives you some money. And when
18  your money is paid by the treasury, you can reimburse his money.
19  Soin Bangui, that is what really happened with people that had problem. So even if
20  you have 500 from him, thank God. But he helped people. He helped many people.
21 And I think that it was also because of these reasons that Ngaissona wanted to calm
22 down the Anti-Balaka. He would call them, he would calm them down, give them
23 money, tell them, do not cause disorder, and so on. And that, instead, created
24  problems for him. So I knew him even be he -- before he became minister of youths

25 and sports. That was his last ministerial position.
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1 Well, when it comes to the politics, really, I do not know that -- about that very much
2 because I'm not a politician. So whatever happens at that political level, I'm not sure.
3 Itis only subsequently that he created a political party. So what I have just told you
4 is what I know about him.
5 Q. [10:28:23] When I read your statement, Mr Witness, I got the impression from
6  the description you gave in that statement about your contacts with Mr Ngaissona in
7  Cameroon, specifically - and I refer to the paragraphs 34, 38, 62, 63, and 61, 64 of the
8  witness statement - that Mr Ngaissona -- and I ask you whether this impression
9  matches with your experience in those days, in Cameroon when you were in exile:
10 That he was, first of all, a family man; secondly, he was involved and fully occupied
11  with his business in Cameroon with the FIFA, the football federation; and that the
12 visits he had in Cameroon with people from CAR were social talks, social visits, about
13 what was going on in the Central African Republic.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:29:46] These are three questions. Please, one
15  after the other.
16 MRKNOOPS: Yeah.
17  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: It's -- I think it's easier for the witness. We
18  start -- we start -- and we can only refer him to according to what he could observe at
19 the time.
20 MR KNOOPS: Yes.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Because he might not have been together with
22 Mr Ngaissona the whole time.
23 MR KNOOPS: [10:30:02]
24 Q. [10:30:04] A family man, what do you say to this? Was Ngaissona in -- of what

25  you have seen in Cameroon in exile, you visited him several times, you even went
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1 to -- after his sister died, to pay him your condolences. You had several visits with

2 him which you say were social. You would agree with me he was, in those days,

3 occupied with his family. What would you say to this?

4 A. [10:30:51] Yes, when I arrived in Cameroon, I spent two weeks in Douala. And

5 after, that I went to Yaounde. And once I arrived Yaounde --

6  THE INTERPRETER: There was a name that the witness mentioned.

7 ~ THE WITNESS: [10:31:17](Interpretation) He called me. He asked: "Why are you

8  not coming to see me?" Isaid I would come, and I came and he gave me 100,000 and

9  then he told me that the following name -- day he would go to Douala and then on to
10  France. Solsaid thank you. And then heleft. And then he went to France. And
11 then he settled his family in Douala. And that is where he lost the -- the sister. We
12 are all Central Africans, and so we went there. All those who were on Cameroonian
13 soil, we went there to pay our condolences. And in Yaounde, we saw about three or
14 four times. And then afterwards, I left. And they remained in Cameroon. Itis
15  subsequently that he also returned to the country.
16 Q. [10:32:41] When you saw him in Yaounde, you saw him in a house, you told the
17 investigators. Can you describe this house for us and where it was located in
18  Yaounde.
19 A. [10:33:07] Thank you, Mr President. The house was located at the
20  entrance -- near the entrance of the embassy at a certain neighbourhood. The entry
21  to our embassy, there is a house, then there is -- the name of the hotel I have forgotten.
22 There was -- there's a hotel. There is a -- the name that I have forgotten. That is
23 where he lived in an apartment. I think the neighbourhood was Bastos, Bastos
24 neighbourhood.

25 Q. [10:33:45] Could it be Hotel La Vallee? Nearby Hotel La Vallee? Was that the
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1 name of the (Overlapping speakers)
2 A. [10:33:55] La Vallee, La Vallee. Yes, that's right.
3 Q. [10:33:56] And this apartment, this apartment, you went several times to this
4  apartment. What -- could you describe the -- was it a small, a big? How does this
5  apartment -- how was this apartment look like?
6 A. [10:34:23] The apartment, I think it had three rooms and the sitting room, a
7 kitchen.
8 Q. [10:34:40] Was it on the ground floor? Was it the first floor, second floor of the
9  building, this apartment in Yaounde?
10 A. [10:34:57] It was I think -- it was either on the first or second floor. I think he
11 took a flat or an apartment on the ground floor, if I'm not mistaken.
12 Q. [10:35:06] And it's correct, Mr Witness, that Mr Ngaissona lived here only with
13 his wife and children and nobody else? For instance, not with somebody like
14 Mr Mokom?
15 A. [10:35:31] Mr Mokom?
16 Q. [10:35:33] Just an example. Can you confirm that Mr Ngaissona, in this
17 apartment of three rooms, lived there only with his wife and his own family and
18  nobody else?
19 A. [10:35:57] Yes, yes. When I went there, I saw his wife and children. If there
20  was somebody else, they might have not gone out. Idon't know. If there was
21  another person, they weren't there when I was there. Isaw him with his family.
22 That'sall. Maybe there was somebody who lived there and left when I arrived, but I
23 didn't see anyone else.
24 Q. [10:36:28] So we have now established the -- the family situation of

25  Mr Ngaissona. Now, let's go to the occupation in those days.
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1 You told on several occasions in your statement, such as paragraph 63, that

2 Mr Ngaissona, in those days in Cameroon, was quite occupied with the FIFA. He

3 worked for the FIFA before he went to France you said, and he was very busy with

4  FIFA.

5 Canyou -- can you tell the Court: Did you observe this yourself? Did Ngaissona

6 tell you this? How were you able to establish that he was in those days quite

7 involved in his work for FIFA?

8 A. [10:37:40] Thank you, Mr President. When we all left the country and found

9  ourselves in exile, I saw that he was there, and he had a lot of activities. ButIdon't
10 really know what was going on. It's -- it's not necessarily him who told me, but it's
11 according to information that was going around. Sometimes it was on the radio,
12 television, where there was information about it, all that sort of thing.
13 Q. [10:38:19] Mr Witness, did you ever, in those days, receive information or got it
14 directly from Ngaissona that he was involved in organising military operations from
15 Cameroon? For instance, did you see or hear him giving orders to any of your
16  former FACA colleagues there to engage in military operations?
17 A.  [10:39:13] * As to that, I am not going to lie about anyone. I did not hear... I did
18  not even hear about that, not from him, nor from somebody else in Cameroon. Maybe
19  after I left, but I don't know. Idon'tknow. Butnot--he didn't do anything like
20  thatin front of me.
21 Q. [10:39:33] Now, Mr Witness, you would agree with me Mr Ngaissona has no
22 military background. You agree with me? He's not a military man, okay?
23 A.  [10:39:56] Yes. Ngaissona is not military.
24 Q. [10:39:58] Could he have given orders as a civilian to FACA officers?

25 A. [10:40:15] I have -- I don't know anything about that, Mr President.
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1 Q. [10:40:25] You don't have information, or you agree that he would not be in a

2 position as a civilian to gives orders to a FACA officer or both?

3 THE INTERPRETER: [10:40:49] Inaudible.

4  THE WITNESS: [10:40:52](Interpretation) I don't know, Mr President. Idon't know

5 if he gave any orders to officers. I personally, I really don't know.

6 MRKNOOPS: [10:41:03]

7 Q. [10:41:05] My last point of the three elements I asked you at the beginning of

8  this topic family, occupation, and the providence, by Mr Ngaissona, of money to his

9 fellow citizens who were in exile or abroad.
10 Now, you yourself, you stated that you got money from Mr Ngaissona for food and
11 hotel. It's paragraph 62. Do you know of other examples, apart from you, where
12 Mr Ngaissona helped fellow citizens in exile with money for the purpose of survival:
13 Food, water, medication, and rent of apartment or hotel rooms? Do you have any
14 other examples than yourself of people from whom you know he helped in this way?
15 A. [10:42:27] Thank you, Mr President. Idon't know. Personally, I do know
16 whathedid. But for the others, I don't know. Perhaps he helped others. Perhaps
17 he paid them from his own pocket. He gave, or he didn't give, I don't know. I
18  really don't know anything about this.
19 Q. [10:42:48] Did you have any information, in those days or now, that
20  Mr Ngaissona gave money for the distribution of weapons or ammunition for
21  military operations?
22 A, [10:43:23] I don't know if he gave money for distribution. Ireally don't know,
23 Mr President.
24 Q. [10:43:31] My last question, Mr Witness, relates to your statement in paragraph

25 142, and that's CAR-OTP-2078-0083, paragraph 142.
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1 In this statement, you say that: The leaders -  have mentioned this before - of both
2 sides had a hard time to manage their men. And yousay: "Anti-Balaka chiefs such
3 as Konate, Kokate and Wenezoui maybe managed their small group but the other
4  groups still went about causing destruction.”
5  Can you confirm to us, Mr Witness, that Mr Kokate, at that time, had his own armed
6 group?
7 A. [10:44:57] Thank you, Mr President. Kokate, and there's also Konate. Kokate
8 didn't have a group of Anti-Balaka. Konate is a military. Wenezoui is a civilian.
9  He was coordinator of Anti-Balaka with his group behind him behind -- at the airport.
10 So there you go. As soon as I arrived, my family, myself were close to the airport.
11~ We were also exiled near the airport. And when I arrived from Yaounde and Douala,
12 Itook the airplane and -- when I came to visit them behind the airport twice. And
13 afterwards, we went to our home. And I stayed there and I'm still there today.
14 Q. [10:46:25] Can you confirm that, according to this statement, Mr Kokate was an
15 Anti-Balaka chief.
16 A. [10:46:48] Kokate, he was deputy coordinator, after -- or at the moment when
17 everybody came back from exile, I think he was the deputy of -- just like
18  Mr Ngaissona. Buthe didn't have a group, he didn't have an armed group. No, I
19 don't think so. Because their names are similar, there's Konate and Kokate. Konate,
20  he'sin the group of Anti-Balaka. Are you speaking of Konate or Kokate? I'm not
21  quite sure, Mr President.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:47:55] I think he has answered to Kokate, and
23 you wanted to know something about Kokate. I think we can move on.
24  MSDIMITRIL: [10:48:04] Just a slight correction, Mr President. In French the

25  witness said that he was the adjoint de Mr Ngaissona and not "just like" Mr Ngaissona.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:48:13] That's indeed, again, a difference.
2 Yeah, Mr Knoops.
3 MRKNOOPS: [10:48:34]
4 Q. [10:48:34] Mr Witness, are you familiar with a person with the name of
5  Martial Wango?
6 A. [10:49:01] The name was? Mr President, could you tell me.
7 Q. [10:49:08] Martial Wango.
8 A. [10:49:20] Martial Wango. The first name is familiar. I think it's somebody in
9 thearmy. I'mnot quite sure.
10 Q. [10:49:41] If it's the person you have in mind with the name Martial,
11 what -- what can you tell us about that individual? Did you, for instance, have
12 meetings with him when you were in Cameroon, for instance? Or you met him
13 somewhere else?
14 A. [10:50:07] This Wango, if it's the officer who's called Martial Wango, then I know
15 Wango. He wasalsoinexile. He went to Chad, I think. And we also saw each
16  other in Garam-Boulai at some point when I went there to pick up or find my children.
17  We saw each other once, and he came to say hello, and then he left.
18 Q. [10:50:46] Can you recall meeting this gentleman in Douala?
19 A. [10:50:58] No. No, not Douala.
20 Q. [10:51:02] Can you recall having had a meeting with this gentleman where you
21  discussed with him and others to set up a rebellion from Cameroon?
22 A. [10:51:28] No, I don't recall. No.
23 Q. [10:51:44] Can you recall -- you said you met him once to say hello in
24  Garam-Boulai.

25  Canyou still recall in which location this was where he came to greet you or, in any
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1 event, when you saw him?
2 A, [10:52:10] Thank you, Mr President. * I myself, in Yaoundé where I was, no one
3 could approach me to talk about a {inaudible] rebellion. Even if you talked about it, I
4  would not listen; I would leave; I would not even answer. I could listen... if it was of
5  interest to me... I... I would just leave the place and go away.
6  THE INTERPRETER: [10:52:38] Inaudibles.
7 ~ THE WITNESS: [10:52:43](Interpretation) In Garam-Boulai, he left Douala.
8  According to him, he was going to go to Chad. He went to Garam-Boulai, he found
9  abrother there, and he said that he found his -- some things he was looking for in
10  Garam-Boulai, and then ...
11 THE INTERPRETER: [10:53:17] Inaudible.
12 THE WITNESS: [10:53:18](Interpretation) And then he was waiting for the bus, and
13 then we had about five minutes to say: How are you? How's your family? And
14  we had some chat, and then he left. Then we saw each other again when everybody
15 came back to our country when we were in Bangui, but we didn't see each other in
16  between.
17 MR KNOOPS: [10:53:50]
18 Q. [10:53:51] This encounter with Mr Wango did not include a discussion about a
19 certain Mr Gbangouma, who wanted to be appointed as general once he joined
20  Mr Bozize, and this Mr Gbangouma even being present when you spoke to
21 Mr Wango?
22 A.  [10:54:37] Idon't know. That question covers Gbangouma. Perhaps you
23 should ask him. I can't answer for him.
24 Q. [10:54:49] No. My questionis: During this single meeting you had in

25  Garam-Boulai with Mr Wango, this topic was not raised, and Mr Gbangouma was not
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1 present during this meeting you had with Mr Wango; is that correct?

2 A, [10:55:19] Yes. Perhaps Wango and Gbangouma met each other somewhere.

3 Idon'tknow. Butldon't know that they had any discussion between them. Idon't

4  know. Idon'tknow. Buthe didn't have a discussion with me and Wango.

5 Q. [10:55:45] Thank you very much. One final question. Mr Witness, it was a

6  pleasure to have spoken to you as counsel, and you are an experienced officer. It

7  took you (Redacted) to be promoted from the rank of lieutenant to captain in the

8 FACA.

9 Inoticed from your statement that you, during the crisis, tried to talk to youngsters,
10 to civilians who took weapons to resist against Seleka. You didn't give them
11 technical advice, you say, but you did try to talk some sense into those people, but
12 you did not succeed.
13 Is that a fair summary of your attempt to prevent those individuals in those days
14 from committing crimes?
15 Youdid try, but even you, as an experienced officer, you did not -- did not succeed.
16  You agree with this? It's not a complaint against you, Mr Witness. But just to
17  illustrate for the Chamber and everyone in this courtroom how, for you, difficult it
18  must have been and maybe even frustrated by it, that you were not able, as officer, to
19  prevent those people from controlling themselves.
20 A. [10:57:46] Yes, Mr President. As I've already said, I spoke to them. Isaid to
21  them, "Listen to me," but no one listened because everybody had arms, they thought
22 they were kings, and that's what the consequences were. They had their arms and
23 this led to deaths.
24  THE INTERPRETER: [10:58:28] Inaudible.

25 THE WITNESS: [10:58:30](Interpretation) They -- I said we must do something, but
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1 it was too late.
2 MR KNOOPS: [10:58:39] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. Thank you again for
3 answering my questions and wish you all the best in your military career.
4 And, Mr President, Ms Pedroso has a few questions on some of the Facebook
5 messages for the witness, and it will take probably half an hour -- sorry, 45 minutes.
6 AndIsee--
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:59:04] That's between 30 minutes and 45
8 minutes. I'mjoking of course.
9  Of course we will have then the coffee break, and we'll do it afterwards.
10 Ms Dimitri, I would have addressed you next.
11 MSDIMITRI: [10:59:16] It's just after the Ngaissona team finish their
12 cross-examination, if your Honour could allow perhaps a five-minute break so we
13 can-- we can swap. [just wanted to point it out now.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [105,929] Do you -- do you have a lot of questions?
15  MSDIMITRIL: [10:59:31] Ms Casiez will be conducting the cross-examination, and
16  our estimation is probably less than an hour.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:59:37] So let's put it this way: We will strive to
18  finish by, by the normal lunch break or a little bit -- so that we don't have to go into
19  the afternoon session perhaps. Okay.
20 MSDIMITRIL:  [10:59:47] Thank you, Mr President.
21  THE COURT USHER: [10:59:49] All rise.
22 (Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.)
23 (Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.)
24  THE COURT USHER: [11:33:20] All rise.

25  DPlease be seated.

02.06.2021 Page 28



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-040-Red2-ENG CT2R€t. WT 02-06-2021 29/64 T —JCC-0HH4OIH-T-040-RedENCGIWI02-06202129/64-NB-T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public +eetesstfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2027

1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:33:44] So we continue with the examination by

2 the Ngaissona Defence. Iunderstand that I give the floor to Ms Pedroso.

3 MSPEDROSO: [11:33:52] Thank you, your Honours.

4 QUESTIONED BY MS PEDROSO: (Interpretation)

5 Q. [11:34:00] Good morning, Witness. Can you hear me?

6  Mr Witness, can you hear me?

7 A. [11:34:24] Yes, I can hear you clearly.

8 Q. [11:34:27] Thank you. My name is Sara Pedroso, member of the Ngaissona

9  Defence team. And I have a few questions for you, particularly relating to some
10 rumours that you referred to in your statement, as well as to some Facebook
11 communications which I would like to examine with you.
12 Inyour statement, and for the record, it's document 24, French version of your
13 statement, CAR-OTP-2118-0965, at paragraph 37 you made mention of some rumours
14 that were going around at the time in 2013. And you said that there were rumours
15  about a coup d'état being prepared in Cameroon. You also make reference to that
16  rumour at paragraph 84; namely, that the rumours were circulating while you were
17 onexile in Cameroon.
18 My question for you, therefore, is as follows: Can you give us examples of some
19 such rumours that may have been prevalent at the time? Can you give us some
20  specific examples?
21 A, [11:35:59] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor -- oh, sorry, Mr President. Rumours of
22 the coup d'état, which I was referring to, were not in Yaounde. The rumours were
23 notin Yaounde. It was here in Bangui, here in Bangui, among Seleka members
24  themselves. That's whatIsaid. Not in relation to Yaounde.

25 Q. [11:36:26] Very well. Thank you, Mr Witness. Were you yourself mentioned
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1 in any of those rumours?
2 A, [11:36:42] Yes. Ialready stated that at that time, I was at the deputy chief of
3 general staff whose name is Abdel Karim. And I was at his place, and I was lying
4  down some two weeks before the coup d'état, and some Seleka officers came in and
5  started talking about that issue. And they had a meeting and the first point on the
6 agenda was to overthrow Djotodia and replace him with someone else. It could
7  have been the -- the other one, minister of interior at the time, Noureddine, or
8  Oumar Sodiam. That was the first point on the agenda.
9  Second point was to eliminate all FACA officers, to annihilate FACA, and then to
10 replace churches by mosques and talk with all the political leaders and further
11 contacts with other political leaders in the Central African Republic. That's what I
12 was talking about when I referred to these rumours. I wasn't talking about Yaounde.
13 THE INTERPRETER: [11:38:36] Overlapping speakers. Overlapping question.
14 Mr President, we didn't get the first part of the question from counsel.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:38:41] Ms Pedroso, please allow yourself a
16  couple of seconds after the -- you are the same language, like the witness, so we need
17  alittle bit more time. So the interpreter did not get your question. Please put it
18  again to the witness.
19  MSPEDROSO: [11:38:53] Thank you, your Honours. I will keep this in mind.
20 And apologies to the interpreters.
21 MSPEDROSO: [11:39:01] (Interpretation)
22 Q. [11:39:03] Mr Witness, let me draw your attention to paragraph 76 and 77 of
23 your statement which refers to a rumour at the time relating to FACA elements who
24  were part of the so-called "second wave", so people like you who could not flee

25  Bangui when it fell but who were able to flee later on.
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1 Those people, so-called second-wave people were considered as traitors by the

2 first-wave people.

3 Now my we to you is whether you were also mentioned in these rumours, and are

4 you aware of that?

5 A.  [11:39:58] Thank you, Mr President. Which rumours are you referring to?

6 Q. [11:40:04] You -- you explained, you explained in your statement that those who

7  were part of the first wave of people who fled Bangui after it fell, those persons

8  considered those who fled in the second wave, of which you were part of, were

9  considered as traitors. So I am asking whether you were also mentioned in any of
10 those rumours since you were part of the second wave of the FACA.
11 A. [11:40:44] Thank you, Mr President. Well, on 24 March, we left together.
12 Some succeeded to leave before the arrival of Seleka and were able to cross the border.
13 But those of us who left at the last minute, when we got to the border, it was already
14 closed and we could not cross over. So we remained there for about one week
15 within the border areas, and then the government released a communiqué asking all
16 the FACAs toreturn. So there was a change. We had taken our troops to -- to leave,
17 but then we had to go back to Bangui. And then later on, what we expected did not
18  happen. And thatis why in April -- in April, everybody -- that is why I was forced
19  toseek -- to go into exile.
20 So when I left, our colleagues who had arrived in Yaounde before us felt that we had
21  been working with the Seleka or something like that. So they had those types of
22 ideas. And yet that was not the case because after they investigated, they found out
23 that such was not the case.
24 You see, people like myself, they came to my home three or four times to abduct me.

25  Fortunately, I -- I escaped. They went into exile, but I also went into exile. And
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1 whatever stories they are telling, that would be their own version. We were all in a
2 foreign country seeking refuge, all of us.
3 Q. [11:43:34] Thank you, Mr Witness. Like we said -- we saw yesterday, we have
4 anumber of Facebook communications between persons in exile, and some of those
5 messages refer to you. Yesterday afternoon you already explained that some of the
6 information contained in those conversations, those Facebook conversations, were
7  false. Irefer to yesterday's transcript, T-39, English version, page 70, lines 2 to 9.
8  Your Honours, I would like to very briefly to ask for private session for one minute to
9  deal with this.
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:44:28] Of course.
11 Private session.
12 MSPEDROSO: [11:44:36] (Interpretation) Thank you.
13 Q. So, Witness, I would like to review with you --
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:44:42] You are too quick, Ms Pedroso.
15  (Private session at 11.44 a.m.)
16 THE COURT OFFICER: [11:44:45] We are in private session, Mr President.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:44:48] And, by the way, that's not a problem.
18  That happens to everyone. And still, after years, it happens to judges and to counsel.
19  Andsoit'snota problem. And simply we, we have to take our time. Only when
20  the court officer says we are clear, we are in private session, then we can you continue.
21 Please.
22 MSPEDROSO: [11:45:08] Thank you very much, and apologies, and thank you for
23 your patience.
24 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:45:16] No problem.

25  MSPEDROSO: [11:45:18] (Interpretation)
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1 Q. [11:45:19] Mr Witness, let me then say that what I want to do is to review a
2 number of Facebook messages with you in a bid to identify other potential rumours.
3 And shortly, we will be returning to open session. But in order to avoid being
4 identified by the public, I would like to use a pseudonym whenever I refer to
5 (Redacted). So rather than say (Redacted) I will use the expression
6  "Mr November." SolIwould ask you not to read the Facebook messages aloud. Just
7  read them to yourself, and then I'll put a few questions to you about those messages
8  without mentioning your name. And whenever it comes to (Redacted),
9 Iwould say, "Mr November."
10 Do you understand the system?
11 A,  [11:46:22] Yes. Yes, I'm with you.
12 Q. [11:46:28] Thank you.
13 MSPEDROSO: (Interpretation) Court officer, please do not displays these messages
14 to the public, and I would like us to go back to open session.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:46:41] We do that.
16  Open session.
17 (Open session at 11.46 a.m..)
18  THE COURT OFFICER: [11:46:57] We are back in open session, Mr President.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:46:59] Thank you.
20 MSPEDROSO: (Interpretation)
21 Q. [11:47:07] The first message I would like to show you is document number 1 on
22 thelist of Defence material for the Ngaissona team, CAR-OTP-2100-5221, page 5239.
23 Iwould like to draw your attention to the third and fourth lines.
24 Asyou can see, Mr Witness, in the third message, Levy Yakete says that some people

25  are leaving Cameroon. That is on the 1 October 2013, date of the message. And
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1 then Ludovic Yamesse then mentions your name, your name and Mr November's

2 name. That's the fourth message.

3 Let me now show you a second Facebook message.

4  Court officer, please, I'm referring to document number 9 in our binder of

5  Prosecution -- or, rather, in the Prosecution binder at page 9838.

6  Iwould like to draw your attention to the last two messages at the bottom of the page,

7  please. Asyou can see, the last but one message is one in which Rod Gallaut talks

8 about the arrival of Mr November, and then Salomon Kobo asks whether he's in

9  Yaounde.
10 Now I ask the court officer to please go to the next page, page 9839, at the very top of
11 the page, please.
12 On that page, you can see at the top of the page, Rod Gallaut says that Mr November
13 has left with you and a third person for Boston, and we know that Boston is
14  Bossangoa in the Central African Republic.
15 A.  [11:50:36] Yes, it is Bossangoa indeed.
16 Q. [11:50:40] Now, in this very same Facebook conversation, on page 9847 -- please
17 can we go to that page, last but one message at the bottom of the page, please.
18  Here you see that it is the same persons speaking to each other a few days later. And
19  here Rod Gallaut says that he is aware that you yourself and Mr November were the
20  first people to return to Boston and that he was going to cross-check that information.
21 Now, finally, my question is as follows, Mr Witness: Did you leave Cameroon
22 during the time of your exile and go back to the Central African Republic?
23 A. [11:51:51] Thank you, Mr President. You see, some people tell lies about others,
24 and I don't know what they gain from that. Ileft Bangui by plane. I went into exile,

25 and I returned to Bangui by plane. Ispent two, three days at the airport. I left,
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1 leaving behind my children, my mother, and my wife. And they were in my home
2 in the neighbourhood.
3 So what would I be going to do in Bossangoa? What -- what would I be going to do
4  in Bossangoa? Inever went there. I went--1Ileft by air and I came back by air.
5  People lie on behalf of others. Idon't know what it is that they're looking for. What
6  are they gaining in all that? Is there something for them somewhere? Or is it just
7 simply the pleasure of lying? Or what -- what is this all about? So, so -- now, this
8 is--thisis a really, really -- they are really quite far afield. They are mistaken.
9 Q. [11:53:27] Thank you, Mr Witness. So you have said that you never had the
10  intention to leave Cameroon and go to Bossangoa and you never mentioned any such
11  information, I take it, to Rod Gallaut?
12 A. [11:53:53] Not at all, Mr President. Rod Gallaut, I know him, but why would I
13 be having to go to Bossangoa? For what? Iwasonexile. Ileftempty-handed. I
14 had some weapons at the time. Ileft them all behind. So why -- why would I be
15  going back? To go and take up arms again and so on and so forth? What -- what
16  would I be going to do in Bossangoa? I think it would have been better for me to go
17 back and stay with my wife and die with her. Why would I go to Bossangoa? For
18 what? Nobody asked me to go to Bossangoa or to do anything or to support
19 anything. No.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:54:47] I think he has answered this question.
21  MSPEDROSO: (Interpretation)
22 Q. [11:54:53] Thank you, Mr Witness.
23 As far as you know, did Mr November leave Cameroon and go to the CAR during his
24 time in exile?

25 A,  [11:55:11] No, Mr President. He, too -- after two weeks of my return, he too
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1 came back by -- by air. He didn't even land on the Central African territory. So I
2 cannot -- I cannot lie on his behalf.
3 Q. [11:55:44] Thank you. Now let me draw your attention to other Facebook
4  messages relating to information about or concerning you in June, July 2013 and also
5  relating to Mr November. So let us look together at some of these Facebook
6  conversations so that we can once again identify which of them are potential rumours
7  asyouidentified in your statement.
8 Asyouhave observed -- or as you observed yesterday during your examination by
9  the Prosecutor, some of the Facebook messages -- or in some of those Facebook
10 messages, there was information about your alleged association with the Yalo
11 brothers.
12 My question then is as follows: Did you ever participate in a political or military
13 organisation or a rebellion while you were in exile which involved the Yalo brothers
14 and Meckassoua?
15 A. [11:57:14] Thank you, Mr President. Well, I have never participated in any
16  meeting whatsoever, be it a political meeting, a coup d'état meeting, or any other
17 meeting whatsoever. No, no,no. Why? Why Iwould do that? [know --1
18  know -- why?
19 Q. [11:57:48] Thank you, Mr Witness.
20 Now, let me show you very short excerpts of some Facebook messages beginning
21  with document number 3 in our list of Defence materials, reference
22 CAR-OTP-2101-8599 at page 8608.
23 Please, court officer. Thank you.
24  And I would like to draw your attention to the first message at the top of the page

25  where you can read that on the 14 July 2013, Rod Gallaut associates you and
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1 Mr November with Sani and Daz.
2 Now, as we move to the very bottom of the page, the very last message on that page, I
3 would like you to look at what Rod Gallaut appears to be saying, namely, that you
4 were all together in Douala, and he goes on to mention Meck.
5  Let me now show you another Facebook conversation of the same day, 14 July. And
6 that will be document 9 in our list of -- in the list of Prosecution materials,
7  (Redacted).
8  And in message number 4, middle of the page, you can again see that Rod Gallaut
9  associates or links you to -- you and Mr November to Daz and Sani Yalo in Douala.
10 Two messages further down, Rod goes on to say that * they work for Meckassoua.
11 Then let me draw your attention -- and I thank you for your patience. This will be
12 the third and last conversation in this segment, which I will be showing you. It'sa
13 conversation of the 15 July 2013, that being the next day. And I'm referring to
14  document number 10 in the Prosecution list of materials, reference
15 CAR-OTP-2102-2520 at page 2539.
16  Court officer, please. Thank you.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:01:48] Ms Pedroso, may I shortly. I'm
18 reminded that we do not have the ERN of the document in tab 9 on the record. So
19  perhaps you could tell us the number.
20  MSPEDROSO: [12:02:00] Thank you, your Honours. The reference to tab 9 is
21 (Redacted), and the page that I referred to was (Redacted).
22 BY PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Thank you.
23 MS PEDROSO: [12:02:36] (Interpretation)
24 Q. So, Mr Witness, you can see?

25 A. [12:02:44] Yes, I have read it.
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1 Q. [12:02:47] Here you are being associated to Daz, Sani also. Now my question is:

2 This information that you have just seen, Mr Witness, which was circulated by

3 Rod Gallaut on your alleged association with the Yalo brothers and Meckassoua, are

4 rumours -- are those rumours?

5 A. [12:03:23] Thank you, Mr President. In fact, I don't know what Rod Gallaut

6  Martial and the others are writing or doing. That's their problem. Isaw that

7 November was in South Sudan and so on. What would he have gone to do there?

8 Ifitisinformation that is requested in clear and in -- true information should be given.

9 Ifit's your brother is asking information, you should not tell lies. So what would he
10  be going there to do?
11 Now, Sani, Yalo, and Danzoumi, they are not rebel leaders. These are Central
12 Africans. Seleka had arrested them. They fled from prison and then took exile in
13 Cameroon, just like any other person. And if, today, we met -- even in Douala, I was
14 resident in Yaounde, not in Douala. Iwas in Douala for a few days. But if we met
15 there, we would greet each other. But if you greet someone and you are with them
16  all, that is how our brothers behave. You know about that. We are aware about
17  that. Soit doesn't frighten me. Itdoesn'thurtus. Thatis when you know
18  someone, then you don't have a problem with them. That is their problem. Soitis
19  true thatI saw Danzoumi in Douala. He had fled prison after being arrested by
20  Seleka with his brother. I think once or twice we greeted. Thatisall. AndIwent
21  back to Yaounde. Thatisall. Thatis all aboutit. Nothing else. Thank you.
22 Q. [12:06:03] Thank you, Mr Witness, for your explanations. Can you, therefore,
23 confirm that Rod Gallaut never tried to confirm that information with you.
24 A.  [12:06:22] Thank you. Which information?

25 Q. [12:06:25] That is the information that Rod Gallaut was circulating about you
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1 and about Mr November.

2 A,  [12:06:45] Not even once. He never shared with me. He never even expressed

3 thatidea on another subject. We never exchanged on another subject.

4 Q. [12:06:59] Thank you. Ihave two last questions for you.

5 My next question: Mr Witness, towards the end of June 2013, were you mandated

6 by anyone to go and meet, in brackets, whites, foreigners, or French people? Does

7  that ring a bell?

8 A. [12:07:48] Where?

9 Q. [12:07:56] Maybe it would be easier for me to show you a Facebook conversation.
10  Itis document number 6 of the OTP list of evidence, and it is CAR-OTP-2101-8599 on
11 page 8605 at the very bottom of the page, that is, the last entry.

12 A, [12:09:02] I was -- I was also wondering, mandated by whom?

13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:09:06] Witness, please wait till the Facebook

14 entry appears on the screen, and this might give you a clue. And if not, you simply
15  say you cannot say to it anything.

16  It'snot yet at least on my screen.

17 Ithink the bottom, Ms Pedroso, you said, the bottom of the page?

18  MSPEDROSO: [12:09:38] Yes.

19 Q. [12:09:44](Interpretation) So you can see at the bottom of the page, Christian
20  Dedizoum is asking a question to Rod Gallaut, "How many white men are there?"
21 And I would like to ask the court officer to display the next page, that is, page 8606,
22 the third entry.

23 And you can read there the third entry where Rod Gallaut states that he does not

24 know their number, but it is Mr November and yourself who had gone to meet with

25  them.

02.06.2021 Page 39



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-040-Red2-ENG CT2R€t WT 02-06-2021 40/64 T —JeCHHH4-HAHRT-040-Red- ENGWI02-06-2021-40/64 NB-F
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public +eetessfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2027
1 Hence, my question: Were you ever mandated to meet, in brackets, whites or white
2 people?
3 A, [12:10:58] I do not know. I think you really have to ask Gallaut the question. I
4 amjust notin a position to answer that. Thank you.
5 Q. [12:11:16] Very well. Thank you, Mr Witness. And my last question: In
6  early June 2013, do you recall anyone giving you 1.5 million CFA francs?
7 A. [12:11:42] In Yaounde, I never, never received 1,500,000 francs with -- from
8 anyone, no one at all.
9 MSPEDROSO: [12:11:56] Very well. Thank you, Mr Witness. That was my last
10 question, and I thank you for your answers.
11 I'will also like to thank the judges for your patience. Ihave taken note of the
12 necessity to observe pauses. Thank you very much.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:12:16] No problem with that. Thank you very
14 much. AsIsaid, this happens -- happened and still happens and will happen nearly
15  toeveryone.
16 I assume, Ms Dimitri, you have questions and you want to change a little bit. So we
17 can -- I think we can do this while we are staying here. It will not take too long.
18  MSDIMITRI: [12:12:34] Yes, Mr President, just a few minutes. Thank you.
19  (Pause in proceedings)
20 MS CASIEZ: [12:14:48] Thank you, Mr President. I'm ready.
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:14:53] When you're ready, you may proceed,
22 please. It was quick, by the way.
23 QUESTIONED BY MS CASIEZ: (Interpretation)
24 Q. [12:15:05] Good afternoon, Mr Witness. My name is Lena Casiez, and I work in

25  the Defence team of Alfred Yekatom.
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1 Asyou have heard a short while ago, I will have questions for you for a little less than
2 onehour. And since both of us speak French, we should pause for two or three
3 seconds between my questions and your answers and then the question again.
4 Is that fine with you?
5 Can you hear me well, Mr Witness?
6 A. [12:16:02] I can hear you loud and clear.
7 Q. [12:16:09] Thank you. Now, before going into the specific questions that I have
8  prepared for you, I would like to backtrack to a specific point you talked about
9 yesterday during your testimony in direct examination. You stated that you were
10 born in 1968 but that administratively you are registered as 1978. I'm speaking only
11 of the year because we are in open session.
12 Am I to understand that you are a lucky man and your birth certificate makes you 10
13 years younger?
14 A. [12:16:56] Yes, that is correct.
15 Q. [12:17:04] Thank you. Now, do you know why that happened?
16 A. [12:17:20] About the date of birth or something else?
17 Q. [12:17:21] Yes, regarding your date of birth, do you know why administratively
18  your date of birth is not the same?
19 A, [12:17:36] It was a typing error. It was a secretariat error. I went and saw
20  them and they said they could not correct it and so that is how it was left.
21 Q. [12:17:56] Very well. Thank you. To your knowledge, are such typing or
22 secretarial errors quite frequent?
23 A, [12:18:09] Yes, it happens. * But at our place, it was in one office [inaudible]
24  that... that they made that error. I went there two or three times and they said they

25  couldn't change; so it is a lucky thing for me also, because I wouldn't go to retirement
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1 tooearly.
2 Q. [12:18:35] Thank you. Now, I have questions on Seleka, and I will use the
3  statement that you have already given and it is document 1, CAR-OTP-2078-0059.
4 And the French version, which is what I am using with you, is document 2,
5  CAR-OTP-2118-0965 and I will refer here to paragraph 34, in which you talk about a
6  Seleka group and you say that they had come from various locations, Chad, Sudan
7  and the CAR.
8 IfIunderstood you correctly, can you tell me whether Seleka were Chadians and
9  Sudanese, but that they were also joined by Central Africans?
10 A. [12:19:53] That is correct, Mr President.
11 Q. [12:19:57] And in particular, civilians; isn't that correct?
12 A, [12:20:07] Yes.
13 Q. [12:20:10] And that happened throughout the country, people - locals,
14 civilians - they joined Seleka; is that correct?
15 A. [12:20:21] That is indeed correct, Mr President.
16 Q. [12:20:23] Thank you, Mr Witness. And so between the coup d'état by Seleka
17  in March 2013 and several months later, in November 2013, can it be said that the
18  strength of the Seleka grew quite alot? The numbers grew significantly because
19  many civilians joined the group?
20 A. [12:20:56] Yes, even the traders in Bangui, everyone became Seleka. Even our
21  neighbours who were traders, we were living well with them * Even the old people
22 who were selling in the market. They became Séléka colonels and generals; people
23 who had not even been members of Séléka initially.
24 They initially were not even in Seleka in the beginning, but once Seleka are at Bangui,

25  practically everyone became Seleka. A lot of people.
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1 Q. [12:21:37] I believe that these were many people, but you have talked about

2 traders in Bangui and sellers in the markets. Now, what about the approximate

3 number -- the number of traders of -- you're talking about the traders in Bangui and

4  especially sellers in the Bangui markets?

5 A, [12:22:08] Yes, that is correct.

6 Q. [12:22:15] Thank you. One last question on this matter.

7  Inyour statement, paragraph 110, you say, and I will quote you: "Our army is not

8  very large, so we all know each other."

9  Would you say that at the end of 2013, the numbers of Seleka members were more
10  than the maximum number of the Central African army?
11 A. [12:22:54] Even triple the numbers of the Central African army, * or even
12 quadruple
13 Q. [12:23:05] Thank you. Now regarding weapons, Seleka had a lot of weapons; is
14 that correct?
15 A. [12:23:16] Yes, they had weapons. Without weapons, they could not have
16  taken over Bangui; so they used the weapons to enter Bangui.
17 Q. [12:23:25] You -- you were in the military, can you explain what types of
18  weapons they had?
19 A, [12:23:36] They had twelve 7s, fourteen 5s, and they were -- they had pickups.
20 Q. [12:23:56] Thank you. Is it correct that during the Seleka regime, the Seleka
21  looted weapons stocks, especially in Bossembele?
22 A, [12:24:12] Yes.
23 Q. [12:24:15] And just to understand, Bossembele was the warehouse in which
24  Francois Bozize kept weapons; is that correct?

25 A.  [12:24:25] Yes.
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1 Q. [12:24:26] And those weapons, as well as other weapons, they were distributed
2 as the numbers of members of the Seleka grew; is that correct?
3 A, [12:24:42] Can you kindly repeat the question, please.
4 Q. [12:24:46] Yes, of course. Now, these arms that were stolen in the Bossembele
5 warehouse, as well as other weapons, they were distributed as the Seleka became
6 more and more numerous; is that correct?
7 A. [12:25:03] Yes, that is correct.
8 Q. [12:25:08] And those weapons, they were, in particular, distributed to the
9 civilians who joined Seleka and civilian traders who joined the Seleka?
10 A, [12:25:25] Yes.
11 Q. [12:25:37] * And the military barracks, the Séléka also pillaged them and made
12 away with clothes, boots and military equipment; is that correct?
13 A, [12:25:51] Yes.
14 Q. [12:25:54] Thank you. Now, in paragraph 35 of your statement, you said the
15  Seleka were discussing about eliminating FACA officers. Does that mean that the
16  Seleka did not want FACA members in the Djotodia regime?
17 A. [12:26:16] Yes, that is what they were saying, in particular -- or rather, not only
18  officers, but beginning with FACA officers right down to the lowest-ranking FACA
19  soldiers, religious leaders, Central African political leaders. All those people.
20 Q. [12:26:49] Thank you. So to your knowledge, can we say that one of the aims
21  of Seleka was to dissolve the national army?
22 A. [12:27:01] That is correct.
23 Q. [12:27:05] And Seleka went as far as hunting down the FACA, is that true?
24 A, [12:27:16] Yes. And FACA was even dissolved and they formed something

25  else called ARC, or something like that. So they changed the name. They dissolved
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1 the FACA. Butin the meantime, I was already in exile and I heard about that over
2 the media and others.
3 Q. [12:27:50] So far, when you refer to "they", you're talking of Mr Djotodia?
4 A, [12:27:59] Yes, I'm talking about him. He was the one who was the president of
5  the republic.
6 Q. Thankyou. Andsome FACA members were captured and even tortured.
7 You talked about Lieutenant Abdoulai, paragraph 38, *and to Lieutenant Tribunal at
8  paragraph 46.. You said they were captured and tortured by Seleka; is that correct?
9 A, [12:28:32] Yes.
10 THE INTERPRETER: [12:28:33] Possibly counsel could observe a pause also.
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:28:37] I'm also reminded here, also, wait. It
12 applies in the same way, two or three seconds so that the interpreters can follow.
13 MS CASIEZ: [12:28:47] Thank you, Mr President.
14 Q. [12:28:58] (Interpretation) On paragraph 144 in your statement, when you say,
15 and I quote you, that:
16  "When the Anti-Balaka ..."
17 Just a minute, please.
18  You say:
19  "When the Anti-Balaka ... no one was in control."
20 So am I to understand that after Seleka took power, the representatives of law and
21  order fled, including FACA, policemen, gendarmes?
22 A, [12:29:50] Everyone. Policemen, gendarmes, soldiers. Everybody was in
23 hiding. Civilians -- some civilians remained, but there were only a few policemen
24 and gendarmes working with them. But many people abandoned. Some of them

25  disguised themselves and stayed in the neighbourhoods.
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1 Q. [12:30:44] Thank you. In paragraph 41 of your statement, when you say that

2 *the Séléka suspected all the men that they saw of plotting a rebellion, whether they

3 were civil servants or students, did you yourself observe that everyone started

4  being -- feeling suspected or threatened? Not only those who were initially

5 targeted?

6 A. [12:31:18] Yes, that is why there was the Anti-Balaka revolt. People -- everyone

7  felt threatened, felt threatened. Not just the soldiers, but everyone.

8 Q. [12:31:48] *And so, when you said that the Séléka suspected all the men, you

9  mean all of them regardless of their jobs, their duties, their occupations as far as you
10  know; is that correct?
11 A, [12:32:03] Yes.
12 Q. [12:32:05] That is the context in which your son and 10 neighbours were
13 abducted by Seleka, for example; is that correct.
14 A. [12:32:20] Yes, that's it.
15 Q. [12:32:22] Here, I was referring to paragraph 41 of your statement. So it would
16  be correct to say that the majority of men started to flee, they were on the watch and
17 they were fleeing to seek refuge in the bush; is that correct?
18 A. [12:32:45] Yes. If you don't seek refuge, then you're on your own. Who's
19  going to say anything?
20 Q. [12:33:09] As far as you know, sir, did some men remain in the bush during the
21  day and then would dare to come home at night to eat and sleep?
22 A, [12:33:27] I really don't know how to answer your question. Each individual
23 managed the situation to the best of their ability. They knew their position. Iknew
24 what I did, and the others probably know how they managed as well.

25 Q. [12:33:40] Did you hear anywhere that people may have fled to the bush during
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1  the day and would return to their homes at night? Was that a possibility?
2 A, [12:34:02] Yes, sometimes they would return and sometimes not go to their
3 homes. They might go elsewhere, and so I don't even know how to explain this to
4 you. It'sdifficult.
5 Q. [12:34:22] Thank you. Two last questions on Seleka. Going by information
6 available to you, did Seleka have a base in Cattin?
7 A.  [12:34:39]* In all the side streets, at least every 10 to 20 metres, you would find
8  groups of Seleka throughout the city and they would be set up there. Even in the
9  provinces.
10 Q. [12:35:07]1, therefore, understand that there were bases, Seleka bases
11 everywhere in the provinces and in town.
12 Do you know whether there was a base in Cattin, specifically, an important base
13 there?
14 A. [12:35:24] Yes, there was a base in Cattin. Yes, they had bases in the entire
15  sector.
16 Q. [12:35:37] You say that they had bases everywhere and that they were
17 everywhere. Are you aware that the Seleka took control or infiltrated some markets
18  in Bangui, such as, Boeing and PK5?
19 A. [12:35:55] Madam -- Mr President, if I say to you that they were all over the
20  town, PK5 is the heart of the Seleka. Boeing is very close to Cattin, and these are all
21  neighbouring -- or, rather, surrounding neighbourhoods to PK5.
22 Q. [12:36:32] Your answer is very clear and I'll leave it at that, sir, and I'll move on
23 to another topic.
24 At paragraph 87 of your statement, you say that you would have been the first one to

25  chase out Seleka. And, as far as you know, would that have been the same purpose
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1 or objective of most FACA members, that is, to drive out Seleka?
2 A, [12:37:04] Yes, that is correct. Exactly.
3 Q. [12:37:12] As far as you know, did some FACA have as a goal to simply return
4 to their duties within the army and take up their duties as representatives of order
5  and elements for the protection of the population?
6 A. [12:37:32] Yes, that's what we thought, but just that we didn't have the resources
7  toachieveit. And, as an officer, as a father, I could not sleep in my house. My
8 house was under threat, and so what did I have to do? There was disorder all over,
9 andsolhadtogoinexile. Thatis why Ileft, to go into exile in Cameroon.
10 Otherwise, I was going to lose my life for nothing.
11 Q. [12:38:21] Thank you, sir. You have great experience within the Central
12 African army, particularly as a member of the presidential guard for several years. I
13 would like to put a number of questions to you, because I really need to better
14  understand how the Central African army functions and I know that you're go to help
15 me in this regard.
16  Let me start by showing a document, and it's document number 3 in our list of
17 documents. Itis CAR-D29-0001-0107. Just to give you a background while that
18  page is being displayed, 0107, and then the beginning of 0108 as well. = So for
19  background, it is decree number 85.432 on regulations governing non-commissioned
20  staff of the army.
21 Canyou see the document, sir?
22 A, [12:39:46] Yes, I can see it.
23 Q. [12:39:51] Now, can we scroll to the bottom of this page, please, and then also
24  display the beginning of the next page. Please, further down. Yes, that's perfect.

25  Thank you.
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1 Witness, would you agree with me here, that we are looking at military ranks of

2 non-commissioned officers in that order?

3 A, [12:40:33] Yes, yes, Mr President. Those are the ranks, second class, first class,

4 caporal-chef and what have you. These are foot soldiers, so to speak.

5 MSCASIEZ: [12:40:58] Court officer, please next page, thank you. Top of the next

6 page. Thank you very much.

7 Q. *Mr Witness, so there were ordinary soldiers, as indicated on the previous page,

8 and you do agree that there were also non-commissioned officers, right?

9 A. [12:41:13] We had soldiers of the ranks, so to speak, on the first page, and then
10 now you have non-commissioned officers. These are the various non-commissioned
11 officers, including warrant officers and deputy warrant officers, sergeants, marshals,
12 and all of these pertaining to the military and to the gendarmerie. That's it.

13 Q. [12:41:56] Thank you very much on the non-commissioned officers' details that
14 you've have provided. Thank you very much.

15 Now let me show you another document, CAR-D29-0001-0096, document number 4
16  in our list of documents. And while that document is being displayed, I can explain
17  to the Court that this is decree number 87.837 (sic) on the status of active officers

18  within the national army.

19  If we go to page 0097, the middle of the page going downwards, the second half of
20  the page, actually, Madam Court Officer. Thank you, thank you very much.

21 Mr Witness, can you confirm that these are the various ranks of the officers of the

22 Central African army?

23 A.  [12:43:10] Yes, we have generals, we have mid-rank officers, and we have

24 sub-lieutenants, up to captains. Then, you have higher officers like commanders and

25  lieutenants and then you have the generals from the brigadier-general to the general
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1 of the army, so to speak.
2 Q. [12:43:41] Now here, as in previous documents, these ranks represent the
3 military hierarchy; is that correct?
4 A. [12:43:47] Yes. Yes, that is correct.
5 Q. [12:44:00] Thank you. I was waiting for translation, Mr Witness.
6  Now, if we turn to page 0098, at the bottom of the page, you will see some dashes.
7  Thank you. Here, we see the advancement of officers from training centres and then,
8 atthe last but one, you see how sub-lieutenants become lieutenants after two years of
9 work. *And you said a short while ago that promotions also depended on the
10 superiors.
11 Now, going by this decree, one must have served two years in the capacity of a
12  sub-lieutenant to become a lieutenant; is that correct?
13 A, [12:45:07] Yes.
14 Q. [12:45:10] Now, one last question on this document. Would you agree with me
15 that to go from the second-class soldier, which we saw on the previous document, to
16  the rank of sub-lieutenant, under normal circumstances, one has to go through the
17  rank of first-class soldier, caporal-chef, sergeant, sergent-chef, a warrant officer and
18  deputy warrant officer; is that correct?
19 A. [12:45:47] Yes. Yes, that's how it is.
20 Q. [12:46:02] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.
21  I'mnow going to move to another topic, which is at paragraph 19 of your statement,
22 in which you say that you were a libérateur in 2003, and your knowledge of that
23 period will help us to clarify a number of issues.
24 First of all,  would like you to start by confirming that the libérateur included one

25  Mokom of FACA,; is that correct?
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1 A, [12:46:34] Please repeat your question. Please repeat your question.
2 Q. [12:46:39] There was a FACA soldier known as Mokom; is that correct?
3 A, [12:46:44] Mokom? Mokom? Mokom? Was he a policeman?
4 Which -- which Mokom are you talking about? Idon't know. Mokom was a
5 policeman. Mokom? Mokom? Idon'tknow whether he was a libérateur. 1don't
6 think so. He was not one of the libérateurs, especially given that he was a close
7 relative of the former president. That's it.
8 Q. [12:47:39] Witness, you are referring here to Maxime Mokom, a policeman who
9  wasnot a libérateur, is that the case?
10 A. [12:47:53] Yes, yes, yes. But which Mokom are you talking about, Mr President?
11~ Which Mokom are you talking about, Mr President?
12 Q. [12:48:00] I will give you a name, and then you will tell me whether that name
13 ringsabell. Iam referring to Mokom Zidro Ghislain Davy?
14 A. [12:48:19] No,  don't know that -- I don't understand that name.
15 Q. [12:48:30] No problem, Mr Witness.
16  Allright. Now, I understand that you don't have a full knowledge of that
17 name - well, that's normal - but can you confirm that when we said just before in
18  relation to Maxime Mokom, the policeman whom you referred to, that he was not a
19 libérateur, can you confirm that?
20 A.  [12:49:07] Yes, that's correct. I do not think *he is.
21 Q. [12:49:19] Now, as far as you know, would it be correct to say that many
22 libérateurs who helped Bozize to take power in 2003 were first- or second-class
23 soldiers who were promoted to the rank of officer after Bozize took over in 2003,
24  skipping up to seven ranks in some instances?

25 A, [12:49:51] Well, some of these ranks were given as compensation, and what
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happened then is that they would immediately go to some training school or centre in
order to properly obtain their ranks. So when somebody is promoted, they have to
somehow be familiar with what their rank entails so that they can be deserving of
their rank.

If you give somebody a rank, you need to send them immediately to school for that,
and that's what happened under Bozize. The first-class soldiers, I don't know
whether some first-class soldiers became senior non-commissioned officers. I think
that some corporals who had some certificates became sub-lieutenants immediately
upon leaving school. These are former soldiers who still have some reflexes.

Q.  [12:51:29] So I understand that these were rewards or compensation for Bozize's
close associates, so to speak?

A, [12:51:41] Yes.

Q. [12:51:45] Thank you. I'll show you document number 5 in our list of materials,
CAR-D29-0001-0093. And, once again, it's a decree number 03 059, appointing
national army officials to higher ranks exceptionally.

Can we go to page 0094, second half of the page, Ms Court officer, please. Thank
you. And zoom in on number 3. Perfect.

Mr Witness, would the title, Exceptional appointment of officers to higher ranks, can
you confirm that the persons under "III" as sub-lieutenant?

For example, name number 4, "Ganazoui Elie Herve", that these people were initially
first-class soldiers who were promoted to the rank of sub-lieutenant.

Is that a proper understanding, Mr Witness?

A. [12:53:35] Yes. Sometimes, as I was saying before, some were -- these things
may have happened also as a result of a mistake. Some sergeants, for example,

could have been raised to the rank of sub-lieutenant, but instead of that, they were
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1 raised to the rank of deputy warrant officer. Some corporal -- some chief-corporals
2 were supposed to be promoted to sub-lieutenant, but then they were promoted to
3 anotherrank. You have corporals, you have chief-corporals and instead of saying
4  first class, they -- or second class, only first class was indicated.
5 So while we look at all of these, then we can see that explaining these issues can be
6  very lengthy and complicated and that the situations were different and varied, and
7 actually, some people complained about it.
8 Q. [12:55:14] Thank you, Mr Witness. Now, this decree, however, is the decree on
9  exceptional promotion of some FACA following Bozize coming to power in 2003.
10 Please answer?
11 A.  [12:55:39] Yes, that is correct.
12 Q. [12:55:41] Thank you. Can we go to the last page of this document, please.
13 Kindly display page 0095, so we can see the signature and the date. Thank you very
14 much.
15 So a decree signed 10 May 2003, just after Bozize came to power; is that correct?
16 A. [12:56:15] Yes, that is correct.
17 Q. [12:56:27] Thank you. Now, let me show you another document, number 6 in
18  ourlist. Itis CAR-D29-0001-0091. While the document is being displayed, I can
19  give you the title, Decree 03 058, appointing on an exceptional basis officers of the
20  national gendarmerie. And I would like us to go page 0092, first half of that page.
21 Thank you, Madam Court Officer.
22 And here, would you say that this is also in relation to an appointment on an
23 exceptional basis to the rank of sub-lieutenant of some libérateurs?
24 A, [12:57:39] Mm-hmm. Well, okay, I can explain that to you, Mr President.

25 Q. [12:57:44] Please, simply just tell the Court whether this is the same kind of
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1 document as the one we saw before and that it is also a document on appointment on
2 anexceptional basis. Is that the case?
3 A, [12:58:02] Well, as you can see, you see first-class and second-class gendarmes,
4 *these are people who went to school. If you take say a gendarme like "Rodrigue
5 Bozize" -- "Rodrigue" and I am coming to the bottom. Now you have those at the top,
6 and I set aside the gendarmes of... may be for another occasion, yes Gbadora, Malo
7  and others. But if we were talking only about the gendarmes, first-class gendarmes,
8  these are non-commissioned officers with a separate status. That is a first-class
9 gendarme is classified as a non-commissioned officer according to military ranks.
10 Now, maréchal Mokom -- oh, you're talking about "Mokom", here. Mokome, he died
11  along time ago. Zidro, it is now,... it is Captain Mokome -- he died. He's the junior
12 brother of Mokom Maxime.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:59:07] (Overlapping speakers) I think the point
14  that counsel wants to make is that it is the same sort of document, and the witness has
15 not been -- has not seen this article 1, which is the same, like in the other document,
16  "Sont nommés a titre exceptionnel".
17 And we have -- we see the document, we see that it's from the same -- on the same
18  day even, if I see it correctly.
19  SoIthink we can move on from there.
20 MSCASIEZ: [12:59:29] Thank you, Mr President.
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:59:34] And by the way, perhaps because it's
22 shortly before 1 o'clock, do you have an idea how long your questioning will last?
23 THE WITNESS: [12:59:51](Interpretation) I didn't quite follow you.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:59:55] We are discussing amongst ourselves at

25  the moment.
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1 The Chamber does not want to stop you in any way. It's very focused questioning
2 until now, so it really depends on how many questions you still have.
3  MSCASIEZ: [13:00:21] I am sorry, Mr President, I probably underestimated a bit,
4 because I think I still need 30 minutes.
5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:00:28] Yes, then I think it makes sense to have
6  the lunch break until 2.30.
7  MS CASIEZ: [13:00:34] Okay, thank you. Thank you, Mr President, your Honours.
8 THE COURT USHER: [13:00:36] All rise.
9  (Recess taken at 1.00 p.m.)
10 (Upon resuming in open session at 2.31 p.m.)
11 THE COURT USHER: [14:31:07] All rise.
12 Please be seated.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:31:27] Good afternoon.
14 Ms Casiez, you still have the floor.
15 MS CASIEZ: [14:31:46] Thank you, Mr President, your Honours.
16 Q. [14:31:46] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, I'm going to show you a photograph.
17  Since yesterday, you were talking about Mr Gbangouma, and I wanted you to
18  confirm whether it is him. Itis CAR-D29-0010-0002. That's number 7 in the list of
19  documents.
20  Court officer, please, if this could be displayed in the screen.
21 Mr Witness, can you see the photograph? Can you please repeat what you just said?
22 Idon't think anyone heard you. In any case, I didn't.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:33:05] You were not the only person who did
24 not hear him.

25 THE WITNESS: [14:33:19](Interpretation) Yes. This is indeed Mr Gbangouma
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1 Olivier.

2 MSCASIEZ: [14:33:26]

3 Q. [14:33:27] Thank you, Mr Witness. And can you confirm that the beret he's

4  wearing is a presidential guard beret.

5 A, [14:33:37] Yes. It's the presidential guard beret.

6 Q. [14:33:50] And just to be certain, the presidential guard beret is green in colour;

7 isthat correct?

8 A. [14:33:58] Yes.

9 Q. [14:34:00] Thank you. You mentioned Mr Yekatom as part of the liberators in
10 paragraph 111 in your statement. He was a young recruit at the time of liberators; is
11 that correct?

12 A, [14:34:21] Yes.

13 Q. [14:34:25] Thank you. We have a document in the case file. And for the

14 record, it is CAR-D29-0001-0081. We don't really need to display it for the witness.
15 In 2004, it is indicated that * Mr Yekatom, within the provincial battalion of the

16  republican guard, was promoted to second-class soldier; is that correct?

17 A, [14:35:05] Yes.

18 Q. [14:35:12] And to be certain, the presidential guard is different from the

19  republican guard?

20  A.  [14:35:22] * Yes, the republican guards are the prison guards todays; it is... who
21  guard the prisoners. Well, it is a battalion of its own, responsible for arrest missions.
22 Thatis what is known as the Republican Guard."

23 Q. [14:35:38] We have another document in the case file, CAR-D29-0001-0087.

24 And there's no need to display it on the screen. It indicates that in 2011, several

25  years later, Mr Yekatom was promoted to caporal-chef, still in the provincial battalion
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1 of the republican guard; is that correct Mr Witness?
2 A, [14:36:22] Yes.
3 Q. And when the 2013 events started, Mr Yekatom was still caporal-chef within the
4  provincial battalion of the republican guard; is that correct, Mr Witness?
5 A. [14:36:44] Yes.
6 Q. [14:36:52] And you, you were within the presidential guard for several years.
7 You agree with me that Mr Yekatom was never a part of the presidential guard; is
8  that correct?
9 A. [14:37:10] No, he is not a member of the presidential guard, if I remember
10 correctly.
11 Q. [14:37:17] Thank you. Now I would like to refer to three paragraphs in your
12 statement: 102,103, and 104. And there you speak about Mr Maxime Mokom.
13 And in those paragraphs, you say that it is preferable to put questions to Mokom
14 about the Gobere group because he was the leader of that group and that at the time,
15 you were not in contact with Yekatom and that Mokom did not mention anything
16  about him.
17 Now, Mr Witness, when you told the investigators that Maxime Mokom was in
18  control, perhaps in control - you say may be in control of Yekatom's group - you
19  admit that you were not certain of that and you suggested that the investigators
20  should find out themselves. Is that so?
21 A, [14:38:30] Yes.
22 Q. [14:38:31] Thank you. In your statement, paragraph 111, you stated that
23 Mr Yekatom was detained by the Seleka, and then he fled to Congo. So is it correct
24  to say that Yekatom was arrested by the Seleka after the coup d'état of the Seleka on

25 24 March 2013? Correct?
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1 A, [14:39:02] Yes. There was Yekatom, Captain Kamezolai, and another person
2 who were arrested together. This is information that we received while in Yaounde.
3 They were able to escape from prison and * cross into the DRC. That is what I heard.
4 Q. [14:39:42] Thank you, Mr Witness.
5 MSCASIEZ: If I may just have one minute, Mr President?
6 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:39:47] Of course. Of course.
7  MS CASIEZ: Thank you so much.
8  MSDIMITRIL: [14:39:57] I might be wrong, Mr President. But in English, I heard
9 "prison." And Idon't think the witness mentioned prison. I think he mentioned
10 detention but not necessarily in prison.
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:07] That might very well be, but yeah. We
12 have these issues, and we hope very much that they will not occur too often in the
13 future.
14 You may continue.
15 MS CASIEZ: [14:40:20] Thank you, Mr President.
16 Q. [14:40:25] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, if I put it to you that Mr Yekatom stayed
17 in the country when Seleka took over power and it is when he went to fetch his FACA
18  salary from the bank that he was captured and detained by the Seleka, would you
19  agree with that?
20 A. [14:40:53] I know how he was arrest -- * I know how he was arrested; but I know
21  that Yekatom was arrested by the Seleka. That's it.
22 THE INTERPRETER: And there was an inaudible part.
23 MS CASIEZ: (Interpretation)
24 Q. [14:41:10] Thank you, Mr Witness. So as far as you know, Mr Yekatom fled to

25  Congo after his detention by Seleka, so well after 24 March 2013; is that correct?

02.06.2021 Page 58



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-040-Red2-ENG CT2R€t WT 02-06-2021 59/64 T —JeCHHH4-HAHRT-040-Red- ENGWIF02-062021-59/64 NB-F
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public +eetessfred-ane lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2027

1 A. [14:41:30] Please kindly repeat your question, Mr President.

2 Q. [14:41:35] Yes, of course. So to your knowledge, Mr Yekatom fled to Congo

3 after his detention by Seleka. So this was well after 24 March 2013; is that correct?

4 A. [14:41:51] Yes, yes, that is correct.

5 Q. [14:42:03] This morning, Mr Witness, you said at one point that Wenezoui was

6  based behind the airport in Bangui. I will show you a media article dated

7 17 January 2014, and I would like you to confirm that that is Wenezoui on the

8 photograph. Itis CAR-OTP-2024-0447, and it is document 8 on our list.

9  Thank you for displaying that on the screen, Madam Court Officer.
10  Can you see the photograph, Mr Witness?
11 A. [14:43:25] Yes. Yes. It'shim. He's the one.
12 Q. [14:43:28] So you confirm that the person at the centre in the photograph is Mr
13 Wenezoui; is that correct?
14 A. [14:43:41] Yes, in blue and white.
15 *Q. [14:43:48] Thank you. As far as you know, Mr Witness, for how long before
16 17 January 2014 had Wenezoui been positioned at Boeing with his men? That is, if
17 you know.
18 A. [14:44:07] Yes. Mr President, I don't know the precise date, but he positioned
19  himself at Boeing during the period of the events. That is when he was at Boeing.
20 Q. [14:44:29] Thank you. Do you know how many men were under his command
21 or control?
22 A, [14:44:41] Mr President, I'm not --  have no idea. I do not know the strength of
23 that group.
24 Q. [14:44:46] And just to confirm, his nickname was or is Seba?

25 A. [14:44:55] Yes, Sebastien Wenezoui.
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1 Q. [14:45:07] One last question on Sebastien Wenezoui. Do you know whether he
2 took part in the fighting on 5 December 2013?
3 A. [14:45:18] I have noidea. During that time, I was in Yaounde. Idon't know
4 whether he was on the field or not, on the ground or not.
5 Q. [14:45:35] Thank you. And lastly -- it is faster than the second estimate that we
6 gave.
7 So as a professional soldier, Mr Witness, with your experience, particularly in the
8  training of soldiers, and knowing that since * yesterday you said that you paid great
9  attention to humanitarian law, when you use the expression "a good soldier," can you
10 describe what that means for you? Thank you.
11 A. [14:46:11] Mr President, can you kindly repeat the question.
12 Q. Yes, of course. When you use the wording "a good soldier", someone who's a
13 good soldier, what does that mean to you?
14 A. [14:46:42] I already explained that yesterday, Mr President.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:46:49] I think we can let it pass like that.
16  Because on questioning I think by the Prosecution, he made some remarks on that.
17 MS CASIEZ: [14:47:01] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Witness. I will keep the
18  answers that you gave yesterday. Ihave no further questions, and thank you for
19  answering our questions.
20  (Overlapping speakers)(Speaks English) Mr President, we have no further questions
21  for this witness.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:47:13] Thank you.
23 MRIVERSON: [14:47:18] I have no redirect, your Honour.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:47:20] okay. Good. Because I saw some

25 movement there, because of that I gave you the floor.
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1 But thank you, Ms Casiez, for your questioning.
2 And Isee that Ms Dimitri is rising. But perhaps we first say something to the
3 witness.
4 Mr Witness, this concludes your testimony. On behalf of the Chamber, I would like
5  to thank you that you have made yourself available as a witness in this case and to
6  help establish the truth. Thank you very much.
7 ~ THE WITNESS: [14:47:58](Interpretation) Yes. Thank you, Mr President.
8  (The witness is excused)
9 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:00] I think we can then disconnect to the
10  video link location because you have a procedural matter or something, detention
11  matter or what.
12 MS DIMITRI: [14:48:10] Thank you, Mr President.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:12] Yeah.
14 MS DIMITRI: [14:48:12] Shall I wait until we don't see the witness anymore?
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:16] Perhaps, I think, yes, in that instance.
16  Ithink we can continue then. It has been done. You have the floor.
17 MSDIMITRIL: [14:48:35] Thank you, Mr President. I'll take less than two minutes.
18  But you'll recall that your Honours issued a decision on 27 May regarding
19  Mr Yekatom's restriction on contacts and communication. It's filing number 1008 --
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:47] Yeah.
21  MSDIMITRI: [14:48:47] -- in which the Defence was partially -- request was partially
22 granted. Soljust want to inform the Chamber of a pressing matter. Since last
23 Thursday, so about a week ago, Mr Yekatom was not given the opportunity to call his
24 family members. Family calls were scheduled on Monday, but they never occurred.

25  Family calls were again scheduled yesterday, but they were cancelled for unknown
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1 reasons. And until this morning, he still hasn't been informed of when he will be
2 given the opportunity to call his family.
3 He's specifically concerned because there were -- there were some troubles in the
4  country during the weekend. His two-year-old son was -- fell ill. So I was the one
5 who had to speak to the family in order to gather news on the well-being of his family
6  members.
7 Soin those circumstances, you'll excuse that I'm getting a bit impatient, and I don't
8 really understand what is taking so long for the detention centre to implement your
9  decision and why in the meantime Mr Yekatom cannot make a full use of his rights.
10 So I believe your Honours have the power and purview to ensure effective and timely
11 compliance of your decision, and that's what I'm asking for.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:50:02] I think you can make this short. We will
13 communicate a strong reminder that our decision, 1008 I think it is, has to be
14  implemented. More we cannot do from our side here, but we will do that.
15 Mr Knoops?
16 MSDIMITRI: [14:50:19] Thank you, Mr President.
17 MR KNOOPS: [14:50:21] Mr President, the same accounts, by the way, also for the
18  position of Mr Ngaissona, that he was put in the same position to not being able to
19  properly communicate with his family members last Monday. And I believe also
20  yesterday we had an extensive call, even Ms Pedroso called the managing officer in
21  the detention centre, and the response was far from proper, I have to say, to
22 Defence counsel and our position. And we were just there to communicate the
23 concerns of the detainees, vis-a-vis their family, and -- and we think that now there's
24 no effective response from the detention centre, that it's unfortunate we have to raise

25  this point to your Honours.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:51:15] You already -- of course you will be
2 included in this, your client, the situation of your client in this strong reminder. And
3 atthe end, also you indicated that normally the Chamber does not want to discuss
4 this during the hearing, but under these circumstances, we are fine with it.
5  So this concludes the hearing.
6  Mr Vanderpuye, shortly.
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:51:35] Very shortly, Mr President.
8 A few days ago, we had a very short hearing regarding a matter concerning the
9  publicity of the case, and I believe that the Chamber had indicated to the parties, I
10  believe the Defence, in particular, to provide an explanation concerning the matter.
11 Of Tuesday I think is what the Chamber had indicated was the deadline to provide
12 that information.
13 I'm not aware that that's occurred yet. Perhaps Mr Knoops can elaborate on that. It
14  doesn't need to be done now, but it's just something I wanted to put on the table
15  before we break.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:09] Okay.
17 Mr Knoops?
18 MR KNOOPS: [14:52:11] I believe that the -- your Honours stipulated 4 June.
19 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:16] Yeah, I'm also sure that it was 4 June.
20  But, but (Overlapping speakers).
21  MRKNOOPS: Andwe --
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: No, no, it's wrong when I say, "I'm sure," because if
23 Thad been sure, I would not have given you the floor and had already answered that.
24 But I thought I had said 4 June.

25 MR KNOOPS: Yes. And --
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Itis 4 June. So no spending of time on this matter
2 when it is not necessary at the moment.
3 MR KNOOPS: [14:52:34] The Court can be assured we give a response.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Yeah.
5  MRKNOOPS: We were even ready to give response on the spot, but your Chamber
6  said it's never a good moment in the heat of the battle to give in response, but the
7  Prosecution can be sure there will be an effective response to their observation.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:50] And this remark by the Chamber is
9  simply correct. It's -- sometimes you really have to let things settle a little bit and
10  then hear and collect all the facts that might be relevant.
11 So this concludes the hearing for today. We continue with Witness 2673 tomorrow
12 at9:30.
13 THE COURT USHER: [14:53:11] All rise.

14 (The hearing ends in open session at 2.53 p.m.)
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