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International Criminal Court1 

Trial Chamber V2 

Situation: Central African Republic II3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and 4 

Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/185 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and Judge Chang-ho Chung6 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 17 

Wednesday, 21 September 2022 8 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.)9 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:32:21] All rise.10 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 11 

Please be seated. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:38] Good morning, everyone.13 

Court officer, please call the case. 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:32:43] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.15 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus16 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18. 17 

And for the record, we're in open session.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:57] Thank you.19 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  Ms Struyven.20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:33:02] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 21 

For the Prosecution today we have Manochitra Prathaban, Yassin Mostfa,22 

Kweku Vanderpuye and myself, Olivia Struyven.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:13] Then for the representatives of the victims.24 

MR DANGABO MOUSSA:  [9:33:15](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honours. 25 
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I'm sorry.  The victims of other crimes are represented here by Narantsetseg Orchlon1 

and myself, Abdou Dangabo Moussa.2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:28] Thank you.3 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:33:33] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  The former4 

child soldiers are represented by myself Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of5 

Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:40] Thank you.  7 

I turn to the Defence.  Ms Dimitri first.8 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:33:44] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning your Honours. 9 

Good morning, everyone.  Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom this morning,10 

and he's represented by Mr Gyo Suzuki and myself, Mylène Dimitri.11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:55] Thank you.12 

Ms Proulx.13 

MS PROULX:  [9:33:56] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Mr Ngaïssona14 

is represented today by Despoina Eleftheriou, Sara Pedroso, Michael Rowse, Saskia15 

Afande and myself Marie-Hélène Proulx.  And he is also present in the courtroom. 16 

Thank you. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:18] Thank you very much.  18 

We will now start with the testimony of Mr Namsenmo.  19 

Good morning, Mr Namsenmo, do you hear and understand me well? 20 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-104221 

(The witness speaks French)22 

(The witness gives evidence via video link)23 

THE WITNESS:  [9:34:33](Interpretation) Yes, I can hear you.  Let me first greet you. 24 

Good morning everybody.  And I represent Barthelemy Namsenmo, the witness,25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 2/83 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 2/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1042

21.09.2022          Page 3

who has come to provide his testimony for the two accused. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:48] Thank you very much for your greetings. 2 

We also welcome you, on behalf of the Chamber, to the courtroom.  3 

We also welcome Rule 74 counsel for you, that's Mr Lavou.  Good morning.4 

Mr Witness, whenever you think there is a need to confer with your -- 5 

MR LAVOU:  [9:35:04](Interpretation) Good morning.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:07] Yeah.  Bonjour. 7 

Whenever you think, Mr Witness, there's a need to confer with your counsel, please8 

let us know, raise your hands so, and then you can address us and we will give you9 

the opportunity.  10 

The same applies, Mr Witness, when you think you need a break for whatever reason. 11 

That can happen, you know, fatigue or whatsoever.  Please raise your hand, address12 

me, and then I will give you the chance to speak and I will give you a break. 13 

Yeah.  Is that okay?14 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:36](Interpretation) Thank you so much.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:39] Mr Namsenmo, there should be a card in16 

front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell the truth.  Could you please read out17 

loud the content of this card and to give your oath.18 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:57](Interpretation) Thank you.  I solemnly declare that I shall19 

speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:06] Thank you very much, Mr Namsenmo. 21 

You're now under oath.  Before we start with your testimony, please keep in mind22 

that everything we say here in the courtroom is written down and interpreted.  And23 

to allow for the interpreters to follow what you have said, and the others are going to24 

say in this courtroom, we all have to speak at a relatively slow pace, not -- not too25 
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quick, as we would perhaps normally would do.  And please start only speaking1 

when the person who has asked you a question has finished.  2 

Thank you very much.3 

And with that we turn to the Prosecution.  4 

Ms Struyven, you have the floor.5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:36:46] Thank you, Mr President.6 

QUESTIONED BY MS STRUYVEN:  (Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [9:36:57] Good morning, Witness.  I'm Olivia Struyven and I'm going to ask8 

you questions today on behalf of the OTP.  9 

As the Presiding Judge has said, that we must speak slowly.  Sometimes it could10 

appear a bit artificial, but it's extremely important for the transcription.  And you11 

will see that I'm going to see to my left or see to my right, and this is just to make sure12 

that the transcript is updated and everything has been recorded in the summary.13 

Now, I'm going to ask you a few questions today.  First of all, some clarifications on14 

your identity.  After that I'm going to move on to your testimony which was given in15 

2018.  After that, I'm going to ask you questions, I'll show you a few documents,16 

some video footages, and I will ask you specific questions on that.  As you know,17 

you've already given a detailed witness statement, so the objective is not to go over18 

everything you've already said.  It's about asking specific questions on certain19 

aspects.20 

Now, just to start off with your identity, you've already given your name, your full21 

name.  Could you give us your date of birth, please.22 

A.   [9:38:43] I was born on 14 July 1972 in Bossangoa. 23 

Q.   [9:39:02] Can you also tell me to which ethnic group do you belong to. 24 

A.   [9:39:08] I am Gbaya, Bossangoa.25 
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Q.   [9:39:11] I've got a few questions on the procedure.  So I'm going to ask you to1 

confirm or not that you have given a statement to the investigators of the OTP on2 

September 2018.3 

A.   [9:39:32] Yes, this is right.4 

Q.   [9:39:36] For the purpose of the record, I've actually given the ERN number, it is5 

CAR-OTP-2107, and I have listed all the numbers that follow.  Without repeating the6 

first part, it's 0159, 0202, 0243, 0262, 0297, 0230, 0270, 0202, 0227, 0496, 0557, 0554, 05607 

and 0591. 8 

So now, Witness, could you confirm if you've made this statement to the OTP on a9 

voluntary basis? 10 

A.   [9:40:53] Thank you, Counsel.  I've done this on a voluntary basis.11 

Q.   [9:40:58] Is it true that this statement was on the events that happened in the12 

Central African Republic between, let's say, 2012 and 2014?13 

A.   [9:41:19]  Could you please repeat the question. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:23] I think -- I think we don't need that. 15 

Please continue.  Simply ask him, like always, if we can use this as evidence.  I  think16 

we can shorten the process.  With the corrections made, of course. 17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:41:37](Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [9:41:39] I'm just going to ask you another question, please.  Have you been19 

well represented during your statement in 2018 by Counsel Madoukou?20 

A.   [9:41:58] Yes, I was represented by Counsel Madoukou.21 

Q.   [9:42:05] So I can understand that you have reviewed the transcript of your22 

witness testimony over the previous days?23 

A.   [9:42:14] Yes. 24 

Q.   [9:42:23] And you have made corrections to your witness statement; am I right?25 
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A.   [9:42:27] Yes, Counsel.1 

Q.   [9:42:35] And for the summary, it's CAR-OTP-00000163, 164, 165 and 166.2 

Now, Witness, this statement that you provided in 2018, with the corrections that you3 

made recently, does it faithfully reflect what you said during your meeting with the4 

investigators of the OTP?5 

A.   [9:43:14] Yes, Counsel. 6 

Q.   [9:43:19] So this statement is true and correct?7 

A.   [9:43:33] Yes, it is true and correct. 8 

Q.   [9:43:37] I've got a last question.  Do you have any objections that your witness9 

testimony be used in the file, so that is to say, do you agree that the Judges can use10 

your witness statement as evidence?11 

A.   [9:43:59] Yes, of course. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:44:02] So, thank you very much.  13 

So the conditions of Rule 68(3) for the statements that are mentioned with all the ERN14 

numbers are fulfilled, with the corrections the witness made.15 

Please continue. 16 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:44:25](Interpretation) 17 

Q.   [9:44:28] Witness, I'm going to ask you a few questions with respect to the18 

content of your witness statement and I'm going to try and, at least in the beginning,19 

to do it date wise.  And then I'm going to -- I'm going to take you back to the time at20 

the -- during which Baoro was attacked. 21 

In your witness statement you explain that before the attack on Carnot there was22 

attack on Baoro.  Do you remember that?23 

A.   [9:45:06] Yes, I do remember and -- I do remember.24 

Q.   [9:45:10] You explained that, after having taken control on Baoro, the25 
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Anti-Balaka set up base at 30 kilometres in Carnot and you visited them in their camp. 1 

Do you remember this?2 

A.   [9:45:30] Yes, I do remember this well. 3 

Q.   [9:45:34] You also specified that the Seleka were -- were in Carnot.  I just have a4 

few questions, if you remember.  5 

Can you tell the Chamber, if you remember, where these Anti-Balaka came from, the6 

Anti-Balaka who attacked Baoro?7 

A.   [9:45:56] So let me explain what happened.  These Anti-Balaka left a city of8 

the -- of Bossangoa, where we were there, and we were in Gobere.  And from Gobere,9 

they divided themselves into subgroups and they moved to Baoro.  And they were a10 

few kilometres away from Baoro and they were there to recruit youth from the11 

subprefecture of Baoro to give them the remedies and also make them Anti-Balaka so12 

that they could attack the subprefecture of Baoro.  And that's what I can tell you in a13 

nutshell.14 

Q.   [9:47:06] When you say "remedies", are you talking about the gris-gris or the15 

amulets?16 

A.   [9:47:17] These were basically remedies to drink.  These were powders.  And17 

sometimes they would even use this on their clothes.  So these clothes also became18 

bulletproof, so to speak. 19 

Q.   [9:47:39] With regards to the group that attacked Baoro, do you know who was20 

their chief?21 

A.   [9:47:50] Counsel, I was held in detention in Baoro at the gendarmerie.  I  was22 

imprisoned there by the Seleka, so I do not know who was the -- the chief of that23 

subgroup. 24 

Q.   [9:48:14] That's not a problem.  If you do not know the answer, just say that25 
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you don't know the answer.1 

Do you remember if the attack on Baoro happened before the 2014 New Year or after2 

2014?3 

A.   [9:48:36] What do you mean?  Could you please be a bit more clear?4 

Q.   [9:48:46] I'll try.  5 

Do you remember if this attack on Baoro happened -- so you had the New Years on 16 

January 2014, that was the New Year.  Now, do you recollect if this attack on Baoro7 

happened before the New Year or after the New Year?8 

A.   [9:49:12] It was after the New Year. 9 

Q.   [9:49:18] Do you remember, or is it right to say that the attack on Baoro took10 

place before the attack on Carnot?11 

A.   [9:49:34] Yes.12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:49:37] Your Honour, if you could just ask the witness to13 

pause for a second after the counsel repeats the question, that would be great.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:46] Mr Witness, you both speak French, the15 

counsel and you, and it's difficult then for the interpreters.  So I ask you both,16 

Ms Struyven and also Mr Witness, kindly please wait two or three seconds until you17 

answer.  Thank you very much.  Because we have also translation in -- into English. 18 

Yeah.  Thank you. 19 

THE WITNESS:  [9:50:08](Interpretation) Thank you so much. 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:50:13](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [9:50:17] Now, with regard to this group that attacked Baoro, do you know if22 

they were in touch with other Anti-Balaka groups in the region of Baoro?23 

A.   [9:50:36] Yes.  I'm going to tell you immediately that there were people who left24 

Bossemptele, the subprefecture Bossemptele, and along the main road -- and there25 
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were the small villages as well on the Baoro main road and people came from there1 

and joined the Bossangoa to talk, and this is what I can say. 2 

MS PROULX:  [9:51:16] Mr President.3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:51:18] Ms Proulx.4 

MS PROULX:  [9:51:21] Apologies for interrupting.  Could we maybe try to specify5 

what the source of his knowledge is, since he just told us he was in prison around that6 

time. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:51:32] Indeed.  Indeed, indeed, yeah.  That8 

makes sense.  Yes.9 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:51:36](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [9:51:37] Witness, the Defence asked a question.  They want to know how do11 

you know this information.  So I just asked you a question on whether the different12 

Anti-Balaka groups were in touch with each other in the Baoro region.  How do you13 

know that they were talking to each other, they were in touch with each other?14 

A.   [9:52:03] I'm going to tell you the -- I'm going to tell you.  When I was in15 

detention, when I was arrested and taken to the Baoro prison by the Seleka, the16 

commander of Baoro at that point of time pardoned me.  He couldn't leave on that17 

day and he basically let me go.  I  was in his compound.  The people came at night18 

to meet him and also give him protective remedies.  And I was there with him and19 

he gave me the remedies, he gave me a remedy to drink.  And he was talking to the20 

CB and I was privy to this conversation, and this is how I got to know this21 

information.22 

Q.   [9:53:30] Do you remember the name of the commander of the brigade?23 

A.   [9:53:43] I have forgotten the name.  He was a tall man and he was also on the24 

larger side. 25 
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Q.   [9:54:08] Do you know if at that point of time this Anti-Balaka group was also1 

providing reports to any kind of coordination?2 

A.   [9:54:23] No, I do not know if Mr Ngaïssona was already the coordinator.  I3 

know nothing and I really don't want to lie. 4 

Q.   [9:54:45] At that point of time did you hear that this group was in touch with the5 

Anti-Balaka or with leaders who were outside the country, outside the Central6 

African Republic?7 

A.   [9:55:09] This is something that I haven't heard of, Counsel.8 

Q.   [9:55:14] I am now going to move over to the attack on Carnot.  So we agree9 

that after Baoro was attacked, it was Carnot that was subsequently attacked.  You10 

explained that this attack took place after the Seleka left Carnot.  Do you remember11 

this?12 

A.   [9:55:39] Yes, I do, very well so.13 

Q.   [9:55:46] Could you explain to the Chamber, if you know, who was in charge of14 

the group that conducted the first attack on Carnot.  If you know that, that is. 15 

A.   [9:56:04] I know   -- I know who was in that group.16 

Q.   [9:56:13] Could you provide more details to the Chamber.17 

A.   [9:56:21] What do you mean explain to the Chamber?18 

Q.   [9:56:32] I will be -- I'll try and be more clear.  Can you tell me who, according19 

to you, led the Anti-Balaka during the attack on Carnot?  So I'm talking about the20 

attack after the Seleka left Carnot. 21 

A.   [9:56:53] Yes, it's the Bossangoa group, along with that of Baoro, they went22 

towards Carnot to attack Carnot.  And this is how things unfolded, Counsel.23 

Q.   [9:57:17] Do you know who was in charge of the group?  The person who took24 

the initiative, the leader.  The person in charge of the group. 25 
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A.   [9:57:31] It is the one -- the Bossangoa group that was in charge of the group,1 

because they were the ones who had the power, they were the ones who were holding2 

on to the remedies, and no one could go beyond them. 3 

Q.   [9:58:02] When you say "remedies" were you talking about the protection4 

against bullets?5 

A.   [9:58:11] Yes. 6 

Q.   [9:58:16] In your statement you talk about Rocca Mokom, do you remember?7 

A.   [9:58:25] Yes, I do remember very well. 8 

Q.   [9:58:34] I'm going to ask you another question from my colleague.  Do you9 

know   -- we talk about -- this is the Anti-Balaka from Bossangoa.  Do you know who10 

was in charge of the Anti-Balaka from Bossangoa?11 

A.   [9:58:58] I'm going to repeat my answer.  I do not know that, again. 12 

Q.   [9:59:07] There's absolutely no problem.  13 

So I'm going to talk about Rocca Mokom.  Can you tell the Chamber what was14 

Rocca Mokom's role at that point of time.  So I'm talking about when Baoro was15 

attacked, when Carnot was attacked.  Do you know what was his role in the16 

Anti-Balaka until he passed away in 2014?17 

A.   [9:59:39] Mokom, in fact his father was the sous-préfet of Gamboula.  Mokom18 

Rocca, I'm talking about him.  Rocca Mokom was a soldier from the Central African19 

Republic.  When things started, he left Bangui and fled towards the borders in20 

*Matagaza.21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:00:42] The interpreter corrects himself.22 

THE WITNESS:  [10:00:45](Interpretation) He also had the remedy on him, and this23 

is how he poured the remedy on the youth from that place.  He was also the24 

ComZone of Amada-Gaza.  We -- he was called colonel.  His deputy was called25 
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Nice.  That is how I know his story.1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:01:48] I think we don't get further.2 

(Overlapping speakers) 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:02:07] I think the interpreter has the wrong4 

channel, because on my English channel I hear the French translation.  No.  But5 

now I think it might be correct.6 

Yeah, okay. 7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:02:16] If the Chamber missed the last answer from the8 

witness, he said that this (Overlapping speakers) 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:02:21] It's fine.  It's fine.  I just remarked that I10 

don't think that we will get further and more detailed information on that person11 

from the witness. 12 

Meaning that you please move on, Ms Struyven. 13 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:02:51](Interpretation) 14 

Q.   [10:02:52] Mr Witness, I will now show you a document.  It is the thumbnail, or15 

tab 15, CAR-OTP-2090-0487.16 

I think you should be able to see the document on a screen.17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:05] I think it is on the screen.  Perhaps you18 

put your question to the witness.  First of all, what kind of document.  If it is -- if he19 

produced the document, and so on and so forth. 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:04:21](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [10:04:23] Mr Witness, do you recognise this document?22 

A.   [10:04:29] Very well, Counsel.23 

Q.   [10:04:35] I read that is the list of assassins and criminals of the subprefecture of24 

Carnot. 25 
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Now, when we look at the list on this first page, we see the word "executioner" in red. 1 

Could you explain to the Chamber what this is about. 2 

A.   [10:05:09] Thank you very much.  When I put the word "executioner" in red, it3 

means that this man, Nice, the ComZone after the death of Rocca in Amada-Gaza, he4 

was the one financing the Anti-Balaka by buying the ammunition, the cartridges, so5 

that they could go against the Muslims who had taken refuge at the Cameroonian6 

border, to shoot them down and to bring back their cattle.  And he would then7 

capitalise on this to sell the cattle at Nassole.  That's how he enriched himself here in8 

Bangui. 9 

In a word, that is what I can say about the word "executioner", because he is the one10 

who is giving money and giving them ammunition, weapons, everything.  Thank11 

you.12 

Q.   [10:06:25] And so if we could just show the second page.  So I guess it is the13 

same thing for the other individuals where we see the word "executioner" beside their14 

name, or under their name?15 

A.   [10:06:51] Yes.  As you see, when I write "executioner", "executioner",16 

"executioner" in red, it is to say that all these ones were the ones financing the17 

Anti-Balaka and enabling them to create disorder by bringing them   the booty of their18 

war. 19 

That's all, Counsel.20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:07:19] Mr Witness, where did you get the21 

information from?  The names of all the list.  And also how you could identify who22 

was, as you word it, an executioner?  Where was the information from?23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:07:42](Interpretation) Counsel, this information, I did not hear it. 24 

I lived through it.  I experienced it.  I  was in Carnot already at the time. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:07:55] Please, Ms Struyven.1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:08:09](Interpretation) 2 

Q.   [10:08:11] And so you explain that those people on this list committed crimes,3 

they are criminals and assassins of Carnot.  And could you explain to the Chamber4 

what do the red asterisks mean that you have put beside some of the names?5 

A.   [10:08:31] The asterisks, red asterisks are the most dangerous, the real assassins6 

and criminals at the time.7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:08:43] Ms Proulx.8 

MS PROULX:  [10:08:45] Excuse me, I should have intervened a bit earlier, but9 

there's an explanation in the statement for this.  And I would need to find the exact10 

reference, but he was asked by the investigator to add a red star every time that he11 

had basically reported this person to someone at the coordination. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:09:03] Okay.  Thank you.  13 

But we -- since it is part of the Rule 68(3) statement, it's anyway already said, so to14 

speak.  Yeah.15 

Perhaps we have also sometimes -- we have -- there is in red "bourreau".  Perhaps you16 

ask that too, what that means. 17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:09:23] Yes, Mr President.  I  think that was the first question I18 

asked, but maybe there was a translation issue.   19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:09:30] No, that -- that might have escaped my20 

attention.  But please continue.  No problem.21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:09:35] Okay.22 

Q.   [10:09:36](Interpretation) Now, perhaps just to situate us in time.  So you say23 

this is the list of those who were committing crimes in Carnot.  Could you give us a24 

period of time during which they were committing crimes?  Was it ongoing?  Was it25 
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from the very beginning of the attack on Carnot and continuing into the following1 

years?  Could you help us get an idea of the time frame. 2 

A.   [10:10:11] Yes, Counsel, I will tell you right away.  3 

This was since the attack on Carnot up until the end of those attacks.4 

Q.   [10:10:38] Thank you very much.  5 

And according to our information, the attack on Carnot took place in the first week of6 

February 2014.  Does that seem to you accurate?7 

A.   [10:10:52] Of course, Counsel.  That is -- that's true, that's it. 8 

Q.   [10:11:04] Now, I will ask you now some specific questions on some names.  If9 

we can go to the first page, this is 87, there's reference to a certain Amadou, number 5. 10 

Do you have a last name by any chance?11 

A.   [10:11:40] Could you please repeat the question, Counsel.  Amadou, what, you12 

were saying? 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:48] I think it's, Mr Witness, number 5 is14 

Adamou, and the question was if you have perhaps the full name. 15 

THE WITNESS:  [10:12:00](Interpretation) But that is what I presented to you here,16 

Counsel. 17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:12:15](Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [10:12:17] The question was do you have the last name or another name for this19 

Mr Adamou who is mentioned here at number 5.  A family name or another name. 20 

A.   [10:12:34] I do not know his last name. 21 

Q.   [10:12:43] No problem.  I will merely -- because I do have some questions about22 

some of the individuals, so I will now go through some of the other names.23 

Number 6, we see Amadou Aliou.  And I will ask you questions about him in a24 

video that we will look at subsequently, but I just want to recall that his name is25 
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mentioned here. 1 

In number 5 -- the second number 5 ... 2 

A.   [10:13:32] Pardon me?3 

Q.   [10:13:36] I was not very clear, Mr Witness. Well, I will try to do this4 

differently.  I will ask you questions on specific individuals who are listed here in5 

your list by showing you videos.  So it's -- it's -- it's no big deal, I don't have to list6 

them before that.  I will go directly to the video, and it will begin with a person who7 

is listed on the second page, it's 0488.  If we could go down to number 25.  8 

This is Wekene Brice, who, as you have indicated, is also an executioner.  And before9 

going on to the video I have a question I would like to clarify with you.  10 

You explained to the Chamber that executioner means that they've financed the11 

Anti-Balaka with war booty, et cetera.  Do you know whether they were also12 

receiving money from the outside?13 

A.   [10:14:55] No, Counsel.  It was those who were on site in these localities who14 

were getting organised to do this, Counsel.15 

Q.   [10:15:14] Perfect.  So I will now show you a video.  16 

We have just seen the name Wekene Brice and I would like to show you a video in tab17 

11.  It's CAR-OTP-2083-0345 and it's a video that lasts 1 minute and 12 seconds.  It's18 

not very long. 19 

But if the court officer could stop at the minute 00:57. 20 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:16:25](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 22 

"REPORTER:  Muslims fleeing.  This is something that happens on a daily basis in23 

the Central African Republic, which is war-torn.  And there's the Sangaris French24 

force that is accompanying people fleeing.  On Sunday evening, they got to Bambari25 
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which is ... 1 

REPORTER:  In the majority Christian where, despite tensions, the communities still2 

know how to live together.  This is still the case here in Carnot with this Christian3 

church that is hosting displaced Muslims.4 

DDB:  Many said that this is a religious war.  But, no, even when the Muslims came,5 

the Christians helped them.  6 

REPORTER:  Muslims of the Central African Republic are being targeted by the7 

Anti-Balaka who want to avenge the Christians who were attacked by the Seleka, and8 

they remained in power for one year." 9 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:17:28](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [10:17:32] So before continuing with the last 10 seconds, here we see an ID card11 

of the Anti-Balaka with the name "Wokene Brice".  And we see the person just briefly12 

before that.  Is it the same person?13 

A.   [10:17:54] It is indeed him, Wekene Brice.  He was the secretary of this group.14 

Q.   [10:18:07] Thank you very much.  We can continue the video. 15 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:18:36](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 17 

"... last January.  The UN sent 12,000 Blue Helmets to reinforce the African forces and18 

the 2,000 French troops, but that are unable to put an end to the violence." 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:18:53] Ms Proulx.20 

MS PROULX:  [10:18:54] Thank you.  We checked the metadata for this video,21 

and -- and it seems to be undated.  But I was wondering whether Ms Struyven22 

maybe has an idea of the date of this footage.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:06] Well, if I interpret her correctly, she24 

hasn't. 25 
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Okay.  Then, yeah, no -- if you don't have, you don't have.  So put your questions to1 

the witness. 2 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:19:20](Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [10:19:22] Mr Witness, just perhaps two questions.  The first one on this video. 4 

The identification card which we saw is different from other cards which we saw. 5 

We saw some white and yellow cards.  Do you have an idea of when these cards,6 

such as the one we saw, were created or established?7 

A.   [10:19:58] The yellow card was established much earlier than the white card. 8 

All this was at the coordination, the National Coordination. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:20:16] In the meantime, I have something on10 

a -- on another note.  I have recognised then, when I ask the witness a question, that11 

obviously because of the translation he seems to think that Ms Struyven has asked it.  12 

So if I could kindly ask the interpreters, when the judges ask a question, to make -- to13 

make clear that it's the judges who -- who ask the question.  So it's also for the benefit14 

of the witness that -- that he knows.  Well, in the transcript it's not said, you15 

know   -- I'm not -- it's not a big problem, but I think it's better, also for the benefit of16 

the witness.17 

Please continue. 18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:20:56](Interpretation) 19 

Q.   [10:20:59] Now, on the images that we saw, do you recognise these images? 20 

Do you recognise the place?21 

A.   [10:21:09] This is the Catholic mission of Carnot that I recognise.  That's what I22 

saw in these images. 23 

Q.   [10:21:19] Now to come back to this date, do you have an idea, and I know that24 

it would be very difficult, but do you have an idea of when this footage could have25 
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been filmed, based on the images?1 

A.   [10:21:39] No, no.  That I don't know. 2 

Q.   [10:21:47] Okay, no problem.3 

Now on your list there was another name, and this is -- I will give the reference4 

without once again showing the document.  And this is, namely, on5 

CAR-OTP-2090-0487, number 5 -- the second number 5 reference on this list of6 

assassins, to Ndowe Oscar.  7 

And now I will show you another video, and this is at tab 3, CAR-OTP-2001-7012. 8 

And this is a somewhat longer excerpt in French.  And I will begin to play it at9 

00:06:55 up until 00:12:17.10 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:23:05](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 12 

"NP: [...] This is a road heading west in the country.  10 hours of travel [...] paved13 

road and a track and then ghost villages that the Muslims have fled.  14 

NP:  At 400 kilometres from Bangui, this is Carnot.  There are 50,000 residents,15 

known for its diamonds, and here you see the church.  16 

NP:  Here, at the foot of the cross, 5 times a day you see this very surprising scene,17 

you have Muslims praying.  18 

NP:  These faithful do not really have the choice, they are refugees.  On the site of19 

the Saint-Martyr parish there are 5,000 refugees who have been cloistered for20 

8 months.  21 

NP:  This is the man who has saved their life, the parish priest of Carnot.  He's a22 

traitor for some Christians.23 

JN:  Hello, courage and patience. 24 

NP:  For abbé Justin this all began in February, where this city was sackaged, and25 
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there are at least 1,000 of them who still don't know where to go.1 

JN:  For me ... well, they're the people who are in danger who come and run toward2 

me.  And I try to shelter them, to protect them.  And then, well, the thinking comes3 

later but this is the essential mission of the church, the meaning of the church.  4 

NP:  That day, he opened his parish and set up in the chapel these frightened5 

families.  Everything done 14 -- Anti-Balaka had killed 14 Muslims.6 

JN:  This is a -- un papa who almost was decapitated.  7 

NP:  What were people criticising him for?  8 

JN:  Well, the Muslims had to be killed.  That was all.  9 

NP:  This young girl 15 years old, saw two men having their arms torn off and two10 

babies being thrown into the river. 11 

NP:  Four times there were attempts to set fire to the church.  The UN then12 

dispatched some Blue Helmets to monitor the site.  This makeshift camp is one13 

Moussa knows by heart just as these invisible borders.  A man doesn't stray further14 

than 10 to 20 metres from this camp.  For months now he's just -- he's had to live just15 

across the way.  16 

MOUSSA:  I live here, about 900 metres away.17 

Just over there.  But I cannot return home.  There's an injustice here.  Muslims are18 

considered foreigners.  That's not normal.  19 

NP:  This accountant of 47 years of age has not left because this is his home.  And20 

he hopes to be able to return to his actual home.  21 

MOUSSA:  This is where we sleep on the ground.  22 

NP:  The days are long.  He really misses his work and of course his people.  23 

INI:  This is your place?  24 

MOUSSA:  Yes.  25 
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INI:  Where's your family?  1 

MOUSSA:  No, I'm here alone.  My family left.  My wife and my children, they're2 

in Cameroon.  It's been 8 months.  It's long.  3 

NP:  Through the weeks, the camp got organised, helped by Doctors Without4 

Borders that provided drinking water, shower, food.  But for these men, this quickly5 

became a jail where they cannot do anything, especially in Carnot many of them were6 

prosperous merchants and they did well.  7 

INI:  I  think -- I think there's jealousy that certain youth took up weapons, like the8 

Anti-Balaka, and carried out these exactions.  9 

INI:  Well, given the activities of the young Muslims like diamonds and trade, that's10 

perhaps why these youth were -- felt compelled to take up arms.  11 

NP:  It's true that in Carnot there's not just religion at stake.  We went to speak to12 

the Anti-Balaka.  And their market, this is their point -- their reference point, is13 

500 metres away.  And they're drunk mid-afternoon.  Prior to the crisis almost all of14 

them were working in the diamond mines for bosses, Muslim bosses.  15 

INI:  Muslims kill their families, and now they've been ousted, chased away."16 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:28:35](Interpretation) 17 

Q.   [10:28:41] Before continuing the end of that part, I just wanted to ask you: 18 

I don't know if you can still see the images on your screen, the person in a white19 

T-shirt, could you tell us if you know that person.  And if yes, what is that person's20 

name?21 

A.   [10:29:18] I do not remember. 22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:29:20] And the interpreter did not hear the last word. 23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:29:30](Interpretation) Perhaps Ndowe, but I do not remember24 

the face.25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [10:29:33](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [10:29:34] I think that indeed in your statement you said that you had2 

recognised in some of the images Ndowe Oscar?3 

A.   [10:29:46] Yes.4 

Q.   [10:29:50] So we will continue the video because we will speak, and that will5 

perhaps be easier. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:56] I'm just interested, I don't know if it is of7 

any relevance, but I'm interested.8 

Mr Witness, do you know the -- the Catholic -- or the priest that appears in the video? 9 

Do you know him?10 

THE WITNESS:  [10:30:21](Interpretation) I do know him very well.  It's priest11 

Justin Nary, and we were working with him for social cohesion with Muslims and12 

Christians in the Carnot sous-préfecture. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:40] Yeah.  Thank you very much.14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:30:43](Interpretation) 15 

Q.   [10:30:45] Could we just continue the video till 00:12:50. 16 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:30:56](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 18 

"INI: ... So previously it was different.  People who were going to the market, they19 

weren't there.  Only Muslims had shops.  And we couldn't actually get in so we20 

took everything.  [...]21 

INI:  So we're going to slit their throats like chicken.  We're going to cut their22 

throats with machetes.  23 

NP:  The Muslim shops were all pillaged, the diamond mines are abandoned, but24 

that's not it." 25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [10:31:38](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [10:31:40] Do you recognise this place where this footage was shot?2 

A.   [10:31:46] Yes, I do.  It was the Gbaya market.  And the person with the white3 

T-shirt you asked me about, it is him, Ndowe Oscar. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:32:03] And also do you recognise -- do you5 

recognise -- I assume yes, but I simply want to ask you, Mr Witness, do you recognise6 

the church, the Christian church that is on the footage, in the first part of the footage,7 

where -- where these people lived for eight months at least?  Do you recognise that8 

place too?9 

THE WITNESS:  [10:32:37](Interpretation) I was 1 kilometre from the church, so I10 

recognise it very well, this -- this Catholic church.11 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:32:43](Interpretation) 12 

Q.   [10:32:44] According to information, this report -- this documentary was made13 

on 20 November 2014.  This corresponds to the date when the Muslims were already14 

at the church -- had already been in the church for eight months.  15 

Now, do you know if the Muslims stayed on in this church subsequently?  So this is16 

after November 2014. 17 

A.   [10:33:16] After November 2014 the Muslims did stay on. 18 

Q.   [10:33:32] So we did see Oscar Ndowe and the other people.  They said that19 

they were going to slit the throats of the Muslims once they came out of the church. 20 

This feeling of hatred, was it still there at that point of time with the Anti-Balaka?21 

A.   [10:34:01] At that point of time they did actually say this and they did it. 22 

Q.   [10:34:24] Could you explain what you mean by "they did it"?23 

A.   [10:34:29] They -- I said they did it.  They -- I mean they killed the Muslims, just24 

like they said they would. 25 
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Q.   [10:34:49] If we could just look at the video to 00:15:02.1 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:35:00](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 3 

"NP:  Coming back to the church with -- this is a frightened man.  For the first time4 

for the past eight months, Mamoud dared to leave the camp.  Not alone, he has five5 

UN peacekeeping soldiers who accepted to escort him.  He's going to his family6 

home.  And Mamoud fled this and he wants to return back and he wants to take care7 

of everyone.  He is taking stock of the situation. 8 

NP:  So in this building, Mamoud lived with his family, his wife, his uncle.  And9 

now the family home is occupied.  It is taken over by Christian neighbours.  10 

Mamoud is in a state of shock.  Inside everything has disappeared.  Furniture,11 

television, bed, everything was sold.  12 

Suddenly, there is one of the new occupants who comes.  13 

INI:  Hello.  I live here.  14 

INI:  Are you the owner? 15 

NP:  The young girl is very surprised to see us, but she doesn't step back.  16 

NP:  It's her father who occupies the premises now. 17 

INI:  He -- my father is -- occupies this.18 

INI:  Does he have the right? 19 

INI:  Yes, he does.  It's the owner who gave him the order.20 

INI:  I  am sure. 21 

NP:  In the neighbourhood, that's what the people who are squatting say.  There22 

is -- Mamoud is furious but he doesn't say anything because he's scared.  23 

MAMOUD:  That's really unfair.  I  don't know what to say.  24 

INI:  What are you going to do?  What can you do?  25 
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MAMOUD:  So we'll just let the department of justice and administration do their1 

work."2 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:37:23](Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [10:37:25] Now, with respect to the houses of Muslims and what you saw in4 

Carnot, these houses were occupied by Christians in a regular way?5 

A.   [10:37:44] You see, they were also internally displaced populations.  The6 

Christian homes were also burnt by the Seleka, so they fled from the bushes.  They7 

entered the cities and they occupied the houses.  And they were waiting for a house8 

to be built for them by the first aid, and they would then free up the houses of the9 

owners, and this is how things panned out. 10 

Q.   [10:38:31] So in the video we can actually see a Muslim who visited his house11 

who did not allow the Christian neighbours to occupy the house.  And we can see12 

the occupier saying that they've had the permission from the owner of the house. 13 

You see what I'm saying?  It's just a pretext to occupy the house.  And was -- did14 

this match with what was really happening, according to you?15 

A.   [10:39:05] Now, when the Muslims left Carnot and exiled themselves in16 

Cameroon, the nearest neighbours who were in touch with them would keep the17 

houses of the Christians.  And the person I saw was Mr Mamoud and we knew -- I18 

knew him well.  He in fact married a Christian and converted her into a Muslim.  19 

Now, I don't know if he did the same thing as well.  Did -- did his neighbours take20 

care of his house?  If he hadn't done that his house would have been stripped to the21 

bare bones, and this is what I can say. 22 

Q.   [10:39:59] Thank you.  23 

I'm going to show you another video.  Now this time it's with respect to two24 

individuals who have been mentioned as well in your list of assassins.  And25 
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it's -- now, I'm going to show you the video first, otherwise I would be suggesting1 

names.  2 

Let me just show you the video and then I'm going to refer to your list.  It's tab 7,3 

CAR-OTP-2023-1972.  It's a very short video, two minutes, in French.  And it dates4 

back to 14 May 2014.  If we could just play the video and stop at 00:40:40. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:41:46] Could the OTP perhaps play it.  Can you6 

play it, because there is technical issue here.  Perhaps we can do it from there. 7 

Okay.8 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:41:56] I think we can try.9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:41:58] Well, at least the signs are promising. 10 

Please let us know when you're ready. 11 

If it is -- if it is not possible and it takes too much time, then we can perhaps play it12 

after the break and you continue with your examination on other -- other topics, I13 

would suggest.  Because it -- it takes -- would take a couple of minutes here, so.  But14 

we don't have the time, we have to go on, so perhaps we can try to solve this during15 

the break from 11 on and you can continue with another topic, with other questions. 16 

Ms Struyven, please continue.17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:43:21](Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [10:43:22] Witness, there's a slight technical glitch, but that's not a problem.  I'm19 

going to show you another document.  This is tab 14, it's CAR-OTP-2090-0484.  20 

The first question is, do you recognise this document? 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:44:40] Mr Witness, do you recognise the22 

document? 23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:44:47](Interpretation) Yes, I do.  I'm the one who drew up this24 

document. 25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [10:44:58](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [10:44:59] Could you very briefly describe this to the Chamber, very briefly,2 

because we already have explanations in your witness statement. 3 

A.   [10:45:09] Yes, I'm going to do it immediately.  I'm going to explain it to you. 4 

Mr Zanamboule, called as Kadhafi, now that's his surname -- that's his nickname,5 

sorry.  He was assassinated by the -- Mr Ndowe Oscar's troops.  Mr Ndowe Oscar6 

was his closest neighbour.  And this man is a collector.  He's Christian and Muslim. 7 

And he also took on a responsibility from Abo Panga.  He was supposed to watch8 

over his house that he bought in the city of Carnot.  He was supposed to sell it and9 

give the money, the proceeds of the sale to the -- to Mr Abo Panga's family.10 

Can I continue, please? 11 

Q.   [10:46:25] This was a general question.  Perhaps I'm going to try and be a bit12 

more specific.  13 

In this document, I don't know if we can show to the witness the entire page ... 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:43] Why not -- why not be more direct.  The15 

witness has said he has drawn it up, so we can assume that it was drawn up because16 

of his own memories.  And it appears to be name -- there appear to be names of17 

people who have been killed and a short description how this unfolded.  Perhaps18 

when we ask him this, that would be enough, in that regard.19 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:47:06] Thank you, Mr President.20 

Q.   [10:47:07](Interpretation) So very simply speaking, we see names of people who21 

were assassinated and we can see the dates.  22 

It goes -- it starts from the beginning of February 2014, you said that in your23 

testimony, so this was the Carnot attack that took place in the beginning of24 

February 2014, and you also have crimes that continued till August 2017.  So this is a25 
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rather long period during which we continued committing crimes against the Muslim1 

population.  2 

Was this the case?  Did crimes against Muslims continue during this period?3 

A.   [10:47:55] Of course, Counsel.  This is the list of people who were assassinated4 

by the former soldiers in Bangui.  I also gave you the list of criminals.  And here,5 

this is the list of people who were assassinated by these bandits, by these former6 

Anti-Balaka soldiers.7 

Q.   [10:48:24] Thank you.  8 

Now, if we could just go to page 0448 - 0488, sorry - the third page to the bottom, I9 

just have a very specific question.  10 

You can see a reference to a certain colonel in the middle of this passage.11 

Who were you referring to?  If you could just actually take some time and read that12 

paragraph and tell us to whom are you referring to. 13 

A.   [10:49:21] Yes.  It's un petit Adamoungou (phon).  He lived in a small village14 

on the Carnot-Berberati axis.  He is the reason why a gendarme who was passing by15 

was killed.  He in fact killed him to take his weapon.  And I actually conducted16 

some investigations and this is how I could give you this information.17 

Q.   [10:50:19] Thank you so much.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:50:22] Perhaps, Mr Witness, since you already19 

mentioned with specific -- specifically with regard to -- to this case, so to speak, that20 

you conduct an investigation.  So my question is, if we look at all the information on21 

this document that you have produced, what was the source of information?  Did22 

you in all these cases conduct investigations?  Or perhaps you can explain a little bit. 23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:50:59](Interpretation) Your Honour, could you please repeat24 

your question so that I can give you more specific answers.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:09] Of course.  You already said that with1 

regard to this specific incident that we talked about, that you conducted an2 

investigation.  Was it the same with regard to all the other incidents that are3 

mentioned here in this document, or did you have other sources of information?4 

THE WITNESS:  [10:51:39](Interpretation) Yes, I did convey a lot of information5 

during my witness testimony.  I  -- this is what I did.  I haven't forgotten anything. 6 

And this is what I'd like to say, your Honour. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:57] Well, I think we continue.  I  don't know8 

if -- if it will be brought up on a -- yeah, perhaps not by you, but I think we continue9 

from here.10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:52:07] And, Mr President, I heard that the video is ready to be11 

played, so -- it's only two minutes -- it's a video of two minutes.12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:52:13] Very good.  So we -- is it now going to13 

be played from the Prosecutor?  Thank you very much for that.14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:52:21](Interpretation) 15 

Q.   [10:52:22] Witness, we're going to go back to the video with which we had a16 

technical glitch.  This is a very short video and I'm going to ask you specific17 

questions on two individuals.  I'm not going to name them before you see the video.  18 

If we could just play the video till 00:40:00. 19 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:52:55](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 21 

"BA:  They're here ... there are 5 people here, there should have been 8.  3 fled after22 

the hearing.  23 

INI:  "Mm-mm.24 

BA:  They're dangerous malefactors.  And I don't how they left, out of what magic. 25 
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The alleged assassin of the 2 inhabitants of the village situated at 25 kilometres from1 

Carnot.  This is where we heard there was an ambush at midnight."2 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:53:35](Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [10:53:36] My question is with respect to the individual to the right of the screen4 

who is wearing a yellow T-shirt -- a yellow shirt with the collar raised up.  So the5 

person who's at the right of the screen.  Do you know who this person is?6 

A.   [10:53:57] I know him.  *The name’s Matakan.7 

Q.   [10:54:09] Yes.  He is also a person who is on your list of assassins in page8 

CAR-OTP-2090-0487 and page 0488, number 19.9 

Now, do you know what happened to him after he was arrested?  Did he go back? 10 

Did he return?  Did he continue perpetrating crimes?  Could you tell the Chamber. 11 

A.   [10:54:41] He was arrested because of his actions.  He was taken to the central12 

house in Ngaragba.  And when he came back he did not stop.  He was in fact even13 

worse, compared to when he was arrested.  This is what I can tell you about him.  14 

Till today as we're speaking, he has not been disarmed, he still bears his weapon till15 

he -- till a -- till 42.16 

Q.   [10:55:34] Thank you so much.  If we can continue.17 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:55:41](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 19 

"... so there was an ambush.  They fell into that net, and we took them with their20 

bags of bounty, and I came to the gendarmerie they were heard and a report was21 

prepared ... and the report was actually submitted here.  22 

BA:  There is another one called General Amidou.  He is dangerous.  He worked23 

with the Seleka.  And since that was not paying, he actually became an Anti-Balaka24 

where he was one of their uncontested leaders.  He was wreaking havoc everywhere25 
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and he has about 30 -- he has killed about 30 Peuhls in the bushes and he was1 

terrorising the population and stripping them of their property.  And I was informed2 

of the situation.  And he had 2 weapons, 2 war weapons, a Kalashnikov and a PA3 

MAC.  So this is how we could arrest these malefactors who have harmed the Carnot4 

population.  And it's the Central African justice that's going to take care of them. 5 

And now we have -- they have to be heard and sent back to the gendarmerie."6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:57:17](Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [10:57:18] I have a question with respect to General Amadou, who has been8 

mentioned by the person from MISCA. 9 

Now, in your list of assassins, in row 6 you refer to Amadou Aliou.  And in your list10 

of crimes that we just saw, and I'm going to give you the reference,11 

CAR-OTP-2090-0480, page 0486, you're also referring to crimes of Idriss against -- in12 

fact, crimes against Idriss Garga on 5 February 2014.  And this crime would have13 

been committed, allegedly, by General Amadou Aliou.  14 

Do you think it is the same person? 15 

A.   [10:58:28] Yes, it is the same person.  It is General Amadou.  Now, he's a Peuhl. 16 

His father was in Bossangoa.  And all -- and his forefathers were in Bossangoa. 17 

And it's there in Bossangoa that he converted into an Anti-Balaka Christian to turn18 

against the Seleka.  He was in Carnot as an Anti-Balaka.  He married a girl19 

from   -- who was the daughter of a gendarme from the mining brigade, and he20 

occupied a part of Carnot and he became the ComZone.  He was there till he was21 

driven off, driven away from Carnot.  He went to Buli, which is 2 kilometres from22 

the sous-préfécture of Carnot.  And this is where he started wreaking havoc and he23 

was killing people there.  When we wanted to arrest him he fled to Buli.  And -- and24 

he was -- he also killed the Peuhl people and took away their cattle and went to25 
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Carnot -- came back to Carnot, on to the other side of the Mambere River, to get on1 

the Buli axis.  And this is what I know about him.2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:00:43] Thank you.  3 

And the ERN number for the video is CAR-OTP-2023-1972.4 

Break until 11.30. 5 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:00:53] All rise.6 

(Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.) 7 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.30 a.m.)8 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:30:26] All rise. 9 

Please be seated. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:30:48] Ms Struyven, you still have the floor. 11 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:30:52] Thank you, Mr President.12 

Q.   [11:30:55](Interpretation) Good day once again, Mr Witness.  I now just have a13 

few more questions on Mr General Amadou, the one we spoke of before the break. 14 

In the video, the ComZone of MISCA refers to the fact that this General Amidou15 

would have *taken some 30 Peuhl, and you indeed explained that the Peuhl were16 

being killed so that their cattle could be sold -- killed and sold at the market of Carnot. 17 

So if I understood, these were shepherds that were being killed, they're the ones who18 

had -- orders? 19 

A.   [11:31:47] No.  They were not just shepherds, they were owners of the oxen. 20 

Q.   [11:31:57] Thank you.  And in the video, those of MISCA explain that21 

General Amidou had a Kalashnikov and what they call a P-A M-A-C, a PA MAC. 22 

And I don't know whether you have any recollections of having seen him with a23 

Kalashnikov or other types of weapons. 24 

A.   [11:32:32] It's not a lie what the MISCA men said.  Yes, it's true.  It is indeed25 
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him.  Both weapons. 1 

Q.   [11:32:49] So could I take it that you have seen him yourself?2 

A.   [11:32:53] Yes.  He was in Carnot, in the Mbonet neighbourhood, that's where3 

he and his men were.  4 

And then he went to Buli, Buli, and then Amada-Gaza, Counsel.  That's what he did.5 

Q.   [11:33:19] Thank you.  6 

Now I would like to show you another video.  It is in tab 4.  This is7 

*CAR-OTP-2012-0477.  And this is a video that dates to 18 March 2014, so quite close8 

to the attack on Carnot, just a few months -- a few weeks later.  And it lasts six9 

minutes.  It's in English.  And I will just ask you a few questions on it once we will10 

have seen the video. 11 

A.   [11:34:02] Okay.12 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 13 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:34:29] Mr President, I think we don't have the sound.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:32] Yes, indeed.  Is the sound important15 

here,  or do you want to ask questions with regard to the footage? 16 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:34:39] I think the sound would be better for us to watch --17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:44] Fine.  Then I get a thumbs-up, so we18 

start it again, please.19 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 20 

(The following inserted excerpt is a transcription prepared and provided by the21 

parties of the aforementioned recording, without any modification or alteration) 22 

"Reporter: [Voice-over] Under the watchful eyes of Christ and his apostles, the23 

battered remnants of a population being hunted to extinction. This church is the24 

refuge for a thousand stragglers in an historic exodus from the Central African25 
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Republic. But they're not Christians, they're all Muslims, victims of a barbarous1 

militia that wants everyone of them dead or gone. Many have walked for weeks2 

through the forest to get here, attacked along the way with unspeakable savagery by3 

the militia known as the ANTI-BALAKA." 4 

(No interpretation)5 

"TW: This is a tragedy the outside world's barely aware of. Ethnic and religious6 

cleansing on a massive scale. These are the only remaining Muslims for hundreds of7 

kilometres around. And these gates and these troops are all that's protecting them8 

from likely death. 9 

Reporter: [Voice-over] A small contingent of African Union peacekeepers keeps guard10 

here in the remote town of CARNOT, but they wouldn't be enough to beat off a11 

determined attack. Though this is apparently a Christian-Muslim conflict, the12 

fugitives' real saviour is a priest, Father Justin NARY. He had death threats from the13 

nominally Christian militia."  14 

THE INTERPRETER:  (Interpretation of the video excerpt) 15 

"JN: ... the Anti-Balaka were there with me, they wanted me to free the Muslims. 16 

And I told them that was impossible.  And they said that in that case they would17 

come back and burn down the church and kill everyone inside.  They brought18 

40 litres of petrol."19 

"Reporter: [Voice-over] He argued with the militia, bought them off until the20 

peacekeepers arrived."  21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:37:01](Interpretation of the video excerpt)22 

"JN: It would have been a carnage.  It would have been horrible.  Would have been23 

horrible, there would have been a massacre.  They would have killed everyone. 24 

And it's certain that I wouldn't be alive today.  I  would have been killed with all25 
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these people.  That's certain."1 

"Reporter: [Voice-over] Haroun MAMADOU [phon.] is now an orphan. He watched2 

the ANTI-BALAKA go from door to door in this town, killing he says in every home." 3 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:37:33](Interpretation of the video excerpt)4 

"HM:  They took people like that, they left them, they take the machete and slit their5 

throats.  Cut them up -- they cut him up one by one, in pieces.  Yes, with6 

your -- your parents, my father, my mother, they were in the house, and my little one,7 

and with my younger brother, and everything, they came with ... they will ... they will8 

come, they will come in.  And when they see -- when they saw like that, they said,9 

'Okay, he's a Muslim.'  And after, the Balaka must execute everything.  And I10 

escaped."11 

"Reporter: [Voice-over] Just outside town, we find the force that he ran from. Fresh,12 

they boast, from more killing. The ANTI-BALAKA want revenge for atrocities by a13 

largely Muslim rebel group that briefly won power last year in this predominantly14 

Christian nation. They believe these cattle from local herders of the Peuhl tribe and15 

these women and their just rewards."16 

(No interpretation)17 

Reporter: [Voice-over] Back at the church, the Muslim survivors must clear out every18 

Sunday morning to make way for mass.  It's an uneasy moment as the worshippers19 

arrive.  It's in the name of Christians like these that the militia want Muslims20 

eradicated. 21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:39:48](Interpretation of the video excerpt)22 

"Priests cannot be silent and stand back until there is peace."23 

Reporter: [Voice-over] For all the preaching of love, hate has spread through this once24 

fairly tranquil country since last year's rebellion by the Muslim-led SELEKA forces.25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [11:40:03](Interpretation of the video excerpt)1 

"JN:  So the civilian population has suffered a lot, a lot of violence, everything at the2 

hands of the Seleka troops.  And the Seleka was in the majority made up of Muslims. 3 

And their presence created a bad feeling, and that led to the rise of the Anti-Balaka."4 

"Reporter: [Voice-over] Many of his flock have suffered and want revenge. 5 

Journaliste: It's an extraordinary situation here. On the one hand, of course, it's the6 

ultimate act of Christian charity, protecting people of another faith. On the other hand,7 

you can really feel the tension between the people inside here and the Muslims8 

sheltering all around the outside. 9 

Reporter: [Voice-over] The moment the mass is over, the fugitives move back,10 

rearrange their meagre possessions.  They've been fed mainly by the church, little11 

has come from outside agencies. They can't stay much longer. The vast majority of12 

CENTRAL AFRICA's Muslims, hundreds of thousands, have already left. Thousands13 

are dead.  But there's no force yet, willing or able to evacuate them.  They're still14 

waiting to be rescued, or killed." 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:41:43] Thank you.  16 

The correct ERN number of the video is CAR-OTP-2012-0477.17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:41:54] I apologise.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:41:55] No, no problems.19 

Please continue with your questioning.20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:42:03](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [11:42:04] Mr Witness, the first question is quite simple.  The places that we see22 

in the video, do they correspond to places that you know?23 

A.   [11:42:16] Yes.  This Catholic church, yes, I know it. 24 

Q.   [11:42:24] And the places where we saw the Peuhl and the oxen, were you able25 
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to recognise those places as well, somewhat outside of the town?1 

A.   [11:42:41] Well, I cannot lie.  I  don't know. 2 

Q.   [11:42:51] No problem.3 

Now, with regard to the content of the footage, we have heard the abbé, Justin Nary. 4 

We saw the Muslims who have taken refuge in the church.  Does this correspond to5 

what you heard at that time, that is in March of 2014?6 

A.   [11:43:20] Yes, that's it.  What you see is true.  We're all convinced that what7 

he said is true, and it is true. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:43:37] You -- you have -- you have asked him if9 

he had heard it, but perhaps has seen it even.10 

Mr Witness, you know, you have been in the region at the time.  Have you -- have11 

you also been -- have you been able to see what happened at the church and in the12 

surroundings?13 

THE WITNESS:  [11:44:07](Interpretation) Not at the beginning.  But when I set up14 

social cohesion and I was taking initiatives with the priest at the -- Abbé Justin, we15 

wanted to get along and agree, because I had a notion of social cohesion for16 

reconciliation between our Muslim and Christian brothers, and that was it. 17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:44:44](Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [11:44:46] Precisely, did you know up until when these Muslims or a part of this19 

group of Muslims remained at the church or within the perimeter of the church?20 

A.   [11:45:07] They stayed a long time, but others asked to go to Cameroon.  Some21 

who could not remain enclosed there.  They asked OCHA, the O-C-H-A, to take22 

them to Cameroon.  Others stayed up until we were able to create social cohesion23 

with them.  And those who were coming, they were all there.  Then we brought24 

them back to their own homes.  Each person was able to go back to his or her own25 
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home.  That's what happened, Counsel. 1 

Q.   [11:45:53] And was this in 2015, 2016?  Do you remember?2 

A.   [11:46:05] The precise date -- 3 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:46:09] The interpreter did not hear.4 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:46:13](Interpretation) 5 

Q.  [11:46:14] Was it after the Nairobi talks?6 

A.   [11:46:17] It was just after that, to speak of Nairobi, Mr Mokom. 7 

Q.   [11:46:34] With regard to the list of assassins or criminals, which we looked at in8 

detail, today and in your statement you have explained that you reported the names9 

of these criminals to the National Coordination, and in your statement you referred to10 

a certain Mr Papa Dieu.  I  think it's Mr Ndomate; is that correct?11 

A.   [11:47:06] Yes, that's correct, because he was the one who at the time was12 

the -- he was the deputy coordinator of Mr Edouard Ngaïssona. 13 

Q.   [11:47:20] And so the question is the following:  Did at a certain point in time,14 

because you explain, I think, in your statement that after the Brazzaville forum, but15 

before the Nairobi talks, you were in Bangui and you met with Mr Mokom and16 

Mr Ngaïssona and other people from the coordination.  At that time did you have17 

the opportunity to speak with the coordination of what was happening in Carnot?18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:59] Before you answer, Mr Witness, there is19 

an objection, or whatever, from Ms Proulx.20 

MS PROULX:  [11:48:04] I was wondering whether we could get a reference to the21 

statement, because as I recall the -- the timing was not that clear of the first meetings22 

in Nairobi.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:13] Yeah.  That would be advisable, I think. 24 

And you can -- you can -- yeah, okay, if you have it now on the spot.25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [11:48:27] I have -- on the spot I have the summary reference, and1 

that one refers in the footnotes to the transcript.  In the summary reference, the one2 

that we submitted for the expected testimony, it's in paragraph 20.  It refers to3 

footnotes --4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:43] Yeah.  Well, we let the witness answer,5 

and you -- you'll get exactly up if it's correct then.  I think it's always better to have it6 

on the record.7 

So the question was, Mr Witness, if you had a chance to talk with the -- with the8 

National Coordination, with one or several people, about these incidents. If you had,9 

at any point in time had the opportunity to talk with them about that. 10 

THE WITNESS:  [11:49:19](Interpretation) There was Mr Papa Dieu, who was the11 

deputy national coordinator of Mr Ngaïssona.  And even in the meetings where we12 

were, I did bring up this topic to everyone.  That is how I acted.  That's what I did. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:49:43] And I know it's -- it's been a long time14 

since then, so it's very difficult to be specific and exact with dates, of course, but can15 

you -- can you try at least to give us an idea when these meetings were that you are16 

talking about?  You know, for example, second half of 2014.  Or was it in 201517 

already?  Or whenever, whatever you recall. 18 

THE WITNESS:  [11:50:19](Interpretation) It was only after the Brazzaville talks.  It19 

was starting from there.  We were told to go to Bangui, and there was a big meeting. 20 

And everyone, each person there spoke of what he or she was experiencing in their21 

respective zones during that meeting.22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:54] And was it before the Nairobi talks or23 

after the Nairobi talks, if you recall it?24 

THE WITNESS:  [11:51:05](Interpretation) It was before and after the Nairobi25 
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negotiations. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:51:13] Thank you.2 

Ms Struyven, you have now the exact reference, I assume.3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:51:18] I do.  It's CAR-OTP-2107-0330.  And about the date of4 

when he was meeting the coordination, it's specified at page 0355, and it is lines 3805 

up until the next page -- sorry, 830 - I'm becoming dyslexic - it's 830, line 830 up until6 

line 850 on the next page --7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:51:52] Okay.  Thank you.8 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:51:54] -- or around that place.9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:51:57] And, Mr Witness, how did Papa Dieu10 

and -- if you had other talks, how did he react when you addressed that?11 

THE WITNESS:  [11:52:13](Interpretation) His reaction was such that he asked12 

us -- no, he asked me, rather, to have recourse to the local authorities to explain to13 

them   -- or, to go to MINUSCA and explain to them the acts committed by the14 

Anti-Balaka.  And that is how I acted.  I carried out everything he gave me as15 

advice.  Thank you. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:47] And one last question by myself at the17 

moment, Ms Struyven.18 

Mr Witness, and when you brought the matter up in the meetings, when you talked19 

about that in the meetings, how did the coordination react, if you recollect that?20 

THE WITNESS:  [11:53:13](Interpretation) The coordination, if I recall correctly, did21 

not at all agree with the act that had been committed by the Anti-Balaka and is not22 

what the coordination had asked its Anti-Balaka members to do, no.  It was a23 

revolution and -- it was a very act of revolution.  This idea of killing any people,24 

saying that this is a Christian war and they are Muslims, no, that wasn't it.  That's25 
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what I know. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:51] Okay.  Thank you, Mr Witness.2 

Ms Struyven.  And if I may ask, how many questions are left for you?3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:54:01] Not that many.  It's --4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:54:08] Well, the word "that" in that -- in that5 

connection is of course prone to interpretation.6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:54:14] Yes.  There is one more video that I would like to show. 7 

And there is a few follow-up questions here and there, but there is not that many left.8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:54:21] Okay.  Fine.  Fine.  Then let's look at9 

the video.10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:54:25] I first want to show another document to the witness.11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:54:28] Okay.  Fine.  Fine.12 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:54:29](Interpretation) 13 

Q.   [11:54:30] Mr Witness, I would like to show you another document.  And I've14 

asked the court officer to show two documents simultaneously.  I  don't know if it15 

will work, technically speaking, but we will try.  16 

We already spoke at length of your list of criminals and assassins and I would like to17 

show this document and compare it to another document.  The -- one is in tab 15,18 

CAR-OTP-2090-0487, and I want to compare this to tab 10, CAR-OTP-2030-0445, and19 

on page 0453, because precisely the names that appear on your list of assassins and20 

criminals are also on another list.21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:55:44] Yeah.  So, first of all, it's22 

CAR-OTP-2090-0497, not 87, so that we have it correct for the record.  23 

And secondly, it's of course -- I don't know if it is technically possible.  If not, we24 

show one after the other. 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 41/83 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 41/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1042

21.09.2022          Page 42

Okay.  We show one after the other.1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:56:29] So if I can show again your list.  2 

And I think, Mr President, the first list ends at 0487.  It's a handwritten list of3 

the -- the list that the witness provided with the criminals.4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:56:45] Well, well, if -- well, then, 15 was -- it was5 

the mandate, but you're not -- you're talking about the mandate then.  You're talking6 

about the list.  Okay, then -- then 487 was right.  Yeah.7 

MS STRUYVEN:  8 

Q.   [11:56:58] So it's CAR-OTP-2090-0487.  And so I would like to have a closer9 

look at the following names:  On the first page the number -- the famous number 510 

that we already looked at, it's Ndowe Oscar.  So what we see now is the second list11 

and I wanted to show   -- if we can have a print screen of the -- yeah, exactly.  Thank12 

you very much.13 

So here we see Ndowe Oscar on the list of criminals.  And if we go to the next page14 

we see -- (Interpretation) and I realise, Mr Witness, that I have been speaking in15 

English.  I'm sorry.  16 

So we have just seen the name of Ndowe Oscar.  And here we see, in row 22, we see17 

Aime Blaise Zaoroyanga. 18 

And we see, at row 23 we see Roland Gbagaza.  19 

And 24, it's Emeric Tekafe.  So just to retain those names.20 

And if now we could go to the second list, which is CAR-OTP-2030-0445, so it's 0453,21 

we see this exact same list of the subprefecture of Carnot.  We see Zaoroyanga.  We22 

know Ndowe Oscar, Gbangaza Rolland, and we see Tekafei Emeric. 23 

And the list that I'm now showing you is a list of people who were part, according to24 

the coordination, of the PCUD of Mr Ngaïssona.  Were you aware of the fact that25 
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these people who were on your list of criminals were then part of -- became part of1 

Mr Ngaïssona's NPC -- NP -- PCUD? 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:59:43] Ms Proulx.3 

MS PROULX:  [11:59:45] Apologies for interrupting.  4 

I think the question is misleading.  As we have seen with previous witnesses, lists of5 

alleged PCUD members have been erroneous.  So I don't think that she can put the6 

question quite that (Overlapping speakers) 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:59:59] But She can ask if he has knowledge if the8 

persons were part of the PCUD.  9 

That that is of course possible to ask, Ms Struyven, if you put it in this way.10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:00:12](Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [12:00:13] so we see at the bottom the signature of Mr Ngaïssona, and even the12 

date.  Perhaps we could show the witness this part.  13 

And, yes, here indeed these people were -- this document dates 12 December 2014. 14 

You don't see it very well here.  But if we could go back up in the document, we see15 

that these same people were anyway put on this list of the PCUD.  Were you aware16 

of this?17 

A.   [12:00:54] Now, at the prefecture Mambere-Kadei, I can -- at the subprefecture of18 

Mambere-Kadei, I can see Yapele.  It was in -- he was from Berberati, with his19 

associate Chiki Chiki.  He was imprisoned at the central jail in Ngaragba.  He then20 

escaped.  He was succeeded at Yapele, where he was arrested and then put in jail at21 

Berberati.  It's from   -- they're all part of the coordination.  There was (indiscernible)22 

and they -- and it was only later the first coordinator, Sylvain Sinakolo, he was23 

imprisoned at the Bangui Ngaragba prison.  And he joined the -- he joined the24 

process and after the election -- after his arrest.  Ndowe was a bandit.  And there25 
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was Gbagaza Rolland Ndote, they were the ComZones of Carnot 2, and Tekafe1 

Emeric was his deputy. 2 

And in the subprefecture of Gadzi, they -- they were there.  We didn't know what3 

they were doing there and we would sometimes hear about it.  And the people who4 

were on this list were all part of the coordination.  Thank you. 5 

Q.   [12:03:15] Thank you so much.  So if you go -- scroll down, you can see the6 

signature of Mr Ngaïssona?7 

A.   [12:03:37] As you saw.8 

Q.   [12:03:43] Now I'm going to move on to another subject.  This is about the visit9 

of the members of the coordination in Carnot.  You explained in your testimony that10 

there was a visit at some point of time, Freddy Ngaïssona, and it was with respect to11 

the badge.  And you also talked about Konate and Papa Dieu, so it's Mr Ndomate's12 

visit.  Do you remember the visit of these members of the coordination who came to13 

Carnot?14 

A.  [12:04:22] Yes, I do.15 

Q.   [12:04:31] Now just for the purpose of the Chamber, can you explain who16 

Freddy Ngaïssona was?17 

A.   [12:04:37] Freddy Ngaïssona was the younger brother of Mr Edouard18 

Ngaïssona. 19 

Q.   [12:04:47] And do you remember the period when they visited Carnot?  Not20 

the exact date, but was it before the Brazzaville talks?  After the Brazzaville talks? 21 

Or before the Nairobi talks?  After the Nairobi talks?22 

A.   [12:05:06] It was before the Nairobi talks.  When they visited Carnot, just to23 

inform and make aware the combatants that each person must have their membership24 

card so that we know who are the real fighters and who -- and we can make a25 
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distinction between the real fighters and the others for the DDRR.  And this was1 

what was planned initially and this is the reason for their visit.  This is why Freddy2 

Ngaïssona came.  He brought along his digital camera for -- to take the photos and to3 

give it to Tekafe.  And this is I know   -- this is what I know through Freddy4 

Ngaïssona.5 

Q.   [12:06:21] So we have seen the I card of an Anti-Balaka called Brice Wokene, so6 

these were the type of I cards that were designed?7 

A.   [12:06:36] Yes.8 

Q.   [12:06:37] When he visited Carnot, did he have the opportunity to meet the9 

priest Justin Nary?  And did he have the opportunity to also visit the church?10 

A.   [12:06:54] No.  That is something they did not do, because at that point of time11 

they were scared to get -- to enter the church because of the MISCA who were there. 12 

And we did not -- and we did not want the presence of former Anti-Balaka fighters in13 

the premises of the church. 14 

Q.   [12:07:22] In your statement you also talk about the visit of Sylvain Beorofei and15 

I've got the same question.  Do you know when he visited Carnot?  I'm not16 

talking -- I don't want a specific date, but the month or the period in general. 17 

A.   [12:07:44] Sylvain Beorofei was a FACA and he -- and his -- his visit was not18 

within the framework of the Anti-Balaka visit.  He -- he actually went to visit a19 

family member.  He went to his younger sister who was working for the tax20 

authorities in the Carnot sous-préfécture.  And I knew him and he actually called me. 21 

That's all.  When he came to the station, I took him to his sister's house and this is22 

how we entered.23 

Q.   [12:08:40] (Overlapping speakers) 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:08:47] Please repeat your -- repeat your question. 25 
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You are too quick indeed. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:08:52](Interpretation) 2 

Q.   [12:08:55] Did you have the opportunity to meet the members of the3 

coordination in Carnot?4 

A.   [12:09:08] No.  I only met Mr Freddy Ngaïssona.  We met him.  That's it. 5 

Not the others. 6 

Q.   [12:09:23] Did you have the opportunity to talk about the fate of the Muslims7 

with Freddy Ngaïssona? 8 

A.   [12:09:36] Well, in fact, the question that was asked, why weren't these people9 

freed up?  We haven't installed the social cohesion, and this is precisely why people10 

were scared.  At that point of time there was a white woman, she was American, and11 

she also came to install peace and -- and social cohesion and this did not work.  And12 

the Muslims in the church knew me, like Babo (phon) and his brother.  They knew13 

that I was the coordinator and they did not venture their lives to go out of the14 

premises.  They needed my presence for social cohesion, because I was ready to15 

negotiate at various places, the NGOs, the UN, and I wanted the reconciliation to16 

happen in proper form and this is what I did for them.  And this -- and thus they are 17 

free today. 18 

Q.   [12:11:13] Now, just to give us an idea of the timelines, your work of social19 

cohesion happened in 2015, 2016, 2014.  Could you give us a date, a year, where you20 

initiated the social cohesion?21 

A.   [12:11:34] It's on the papers.  Just so that I don't mislead you, please refer to the22 

file with you. I think I submitted the file and it's on the paper. 23 

Q.   [12:11:54] Yes, we do have documents on that, but I thought it was after Nairobi,24 

so it was in 2015, 2016?25 
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A.   [12:12:05] Yes, that is true.  That is it.  That's the answer. 1 

Q.   [12:12:11] I'm going to show you a last video footage and then I've got a few2 

questions with respect to your phone number.  But let me show you a last video.  It3 

is tab 5, CAR-OTP-2019-1359, and we are going to show you the timestamp 00:03:46 to4 

00:12:50, and I'm going to ask to stop the video at minute 5 to ask you a few questions. 5 

This is -- this video is in -- we have an approximative date here.  This is when the6 

video was released was December 2015.  So I'm going to show you the first part and7 

then I'm going to stop at 00:05:00.8 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)9 

(The following inserted excerpt is a transcription prepared and provided by the10 

parties of the aforementioned recording, without any modification or alteration)11 

BF: [Voix off] The village of CARNOT in the south-west of the country has been one12 

of the flashpoints of the conflict.  The town is at the centre of a diamond-rich area13 

and is now under the control of the Christian ANTI-BALAKA.  Their violent and14 

recurring attacks have forced the local Muslim population, who they accuse of being15 

SELEKA, to seek refuge in a local church.  16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:13:56](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 17 

"Welcome to the Republic -- Central African.  We are the sons of the soil.  You do18 

not know that.  I could be a Balaka, he could be a Balaka, the woman could be a19 

Balaka, but we couldn't know that.  The Muslims are in the church, they are Seleka. 20 

They've actually fled death.  And this is our country.  They came to kill us.  We're21 

not going to the church to kill them.  It's a Christian church.  We have to allow them22 

to stay there.  But they have to go back home.  They must leave.  We do not want23 

Muslims here.  We are going to kill them all." 24 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:14:49](Interpretation) 25 
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Q.   [12:14:50] The person we saw with the red T-shirt who said that he's an1 

Anti-Balaka in Carnot, do you recognise him?2 

A.   [12:15:00] Yes, very well.  I recognise him very well.  It's Mr Zele.  He is a3 

loader at the station in Carnot.  He is also a bandit.  He has killed one of his4 

brothers, his workers, using a dragon that he had on his hand.  He also killed5 

another woman.  He slit her throat and took her head and sent it to someone, and the6 

following day we found her body in a gutter towards the road near the hospital.7 

And this is how he acted and he was taken to the prison in Bangui.  I  don't know if8 

he was freed or he fled.  He -- this is what I know about the person.  He's still in9 

Carnot.  He goes by -- his surname is Bambari, that's the name of his -- that's his10 

family name.11 

Q.   [12:16:42] He says that Muslims must go back to their home, but the Muslims12 

we're speaking about are Muslims who were residing or staying in Carnot, right? 13 

A.   [12:17:06] When he talked -- spoke about Muslims who had to go back home, it's14 

not the ones who were living with us.  He -- his sister married a Muslim, but he was15 

actual -- it was -- he was actually talking about Seleka.  When he talks, he would mix16 

things up.  He would talk about Muslims, about people who were Islamised.  He17 

would confuse everything.  He would mix up everything.18 

Q.   [12:17:47] But we do agree that the people we see in the church, women and19 

children, they're not Seleka?20 

A.   [12:17:56] Yes, they are not Seleka, they are the inhabitants of Carnot and other21 

cities who are -- other villages who fled to seek refuge in the church.  They were22 

living in the compound of the church.23 

Q.   [12:18:19] So the crimes were committed against the Muslim civilian24 

population?25 
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A.   [12:18:26] When the Seleka left, they turned against the civilians, the Muslim1

civilians.  You see, when the Seleka came, our Muslim friends also submitted to2

them and worked with them.  And they betrayed their Christian brothers3

who -- who were living with us.  So you -- you can't fool around with the Seleka. 4

They were massacring people.  They would kill them with an axe.  They would5

bend their heads down till they touched their bottoms and people would die.  And6

this is where people were killed and the people who were killing were the Seleka. 7

They would drive on the cadavers of people.  And this is how things occurred. 8

And there was Abdou Razak (phon) who was a Seleka.  He's now in Bangou (phon).9

Q.   [12:20:03] Thank you so much.  10

We're going to continue the video and we're going to stop at 00:08:10. 11

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 12

(The following inserted excerpt is a transcription prepared and provided by the13

parties of the aforementioned recording, without any modification or alteration) 14

BF : TATALÉ, a long-time aide to the local priest now works to assist the more than15

500 Muslims currently hiding in the church's enclave. 16

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:20:31](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 17

"The conflict started by the armed groups.  They moved to seek shelter in the18

Catholic church.  They've been here since 2014 -- February 2014.  They think about19

going back home but there's lack of security so they can't.  If safety measures are put20

in place, then the -- and peace is restored in the city, they can all go back home."21

"BF : [Voix off] Those living in the camp are stuck in a state of limbo, relying22

exclusively on the assistance of NGOs for survival and unable to leave for fear of23

being attacked by the local Christian militia. Just that morning, a man living in the24

church left to retrieve some belongings and was attacked by the ANTI-BALAKA."25
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"BF : The conflict has torn apart friends and families, sometimes across the religious1

divide. MAMADOU was saved by a Christian family friend who couldn't prevent his2

father's killing but helped the son survive." 3

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:22:11](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 4

"When the Anti-Balaka entered the village, they came, they came, they killed my5

father.  I ran into the forest.  I'm the only child.  I came to a small village and an6

Anti-Balaka took me.  He -- I got on the motorcycle and I came here.  And ever7

since I've been here."8

"BF : [Voix off] As night falls, parents and their children come together to sleep.9

Orphans and those without families are left to spend the night on their own." 10

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:23:28](Interpretation) 11

Q.   [12:23:32] Just a small question, please.  12

When you did reconciliation and social cohesion in 2015 and 2016, did you know that13

the living conditions of Muslims who were living in the church remained the same?14

A.   [12:23:54] No.  That had changed.  The morale changed as well because they15

were very happy to see the advent of social cohesion so that they can be at ease and16

carry on with their day-to-day lives just like before. 17

Q.   [12:24:32] Until then they continued living in the conditions that we saw   in the18

video footage? 19

A.   [12:24:45] Can you just rephrase your question.  Is it until that moment?  Is20

that what you said?21

Q.   [12:24:57] It's my mistake.  It's till -- till a solution was found and they started22

leaving the church, until that point of time they were -- they lived in the conditions23

that we saw in the video footage?24

A.   [12:25:15] No, no, no.  It's -- it's the others.  They are now at ease.  They are25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 50/83 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 50/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1042

21.09.2022          Page 51

now comfortable. 1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:25:29] I think there's a misunderstanding, I think. 2

But you can continue, I think.3

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:25:35](Interpretation) 4

Q.   [12:25:36] We're going to continue the video and we will stop at 00:11:28.5

(Viewing of the video excerpt)6

(The following inserted excerpt is a transcription prepared and provided by the7

parties of the aforementioned recording, without any modification or alteration) 8

"At dawn, on Sunday morning, after prayers, the displaced Muslims pack their9

belongings, put back the benches, and leave the church to make space for the Sunday10

mass. 11

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:26:10](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 12

"I have been in this situation for two years now.  We are traumatised.  When we13

came here, there were some rumours floating and there was a lot of fear.  And the14

Muslims in this region started fleeing, so they were the -- these were the first batch I15

received here, I hosted here.  And I had up to a thousand Muslims here in this16

church.  But I was actually at several times forced to bend on my knees.  I17

remember that the Balaka came once with about 40 litres of petrol, on a motorbike, in18

order to get through the fence and burn the compound in case I did not free the19

Muslims.  I convinced them to not attack the people and to come into the house, into20

the living room, and have a chat, and I basically succeeded."21

"... I completely discard this assumption, this hypothesis that this is a religious conflict. 22

We were born together, we grew up together.  According to my analysis, we really23

must come together. We -- it's with respect to the economic power.  Muslim people,24

generally speaking, hold the economic power, they have resources, they operate25
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diamond mines.  And only Muslims could possess them.  Certain steps must be1

followed.  Carnot does have a lot of Anti-Balaka.  They must be made aware. 2

There are about 530 to 550 Muslims here with me.  They are still living in very3

difficult conditions.  They don't eat food.  They've been eating the same thing for4

two years.  Could we really go on living like this? Even the ones who help us, at5

some point, will also say that they've had enough."6

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:29:08](Interpretation) 7

Q.   [12:29:09] I should have asked the question now.  8

The -- Justin Nary, the priest Justin Nary says that it's been two years and there were9

about 500 -- about 500, 550 people, Muslims with him in the church.  Does it10

correspond to your memory?  We talked about social cohesion, but according to11

your -- to the best of your memory, did Muslims live for about two years in this12

church?13

A.   [12:29:42] Yes, that is true, Counsel. 14

Q.   [12:29:48] Another question on what he said.  He explained that we -- they15

tried to burn the church -- the Anti-Balaka tried to burn it, and they came with16

40 litres of fuel.  But then there was a discussion and this did not happen.  But did17

you hear about that episode?  Had you heard anything said about this?18

A.   [12:30:18] Thank you.  I had heard something, but it was not the Balaka of the19

town.  It had come from outside.  Why we from Carnot, why were we keeping the20

Muslims in this area and they wanted to burn it?  That is why even the mayor of the21

city, we told him about this and they went to negotiate with the priest, and that's how22

things happened.  That's true. 23

Q.   [12:31:01] So given that it had been two years that the Muslims had been at this24

church, could I conclude that this hatred toward this Muslim population remained25
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intact throughout this entire period?1

A.   [12:31:18] No.  It was also their fear of leaving, because others had Christian2

brother-in-laws who were in the town, so they could leave.  But it was out of fear of3

the bandits that some had remained for two years, especially those who came from4

elsewhere, Bambari, Boda, et cetera.5

Q.   [12:31:53] And the examples that you described in your list which we saw at the6

beginning of your statement, in the list where you describe the criminals and the7

crimes they committed, indeed it is this type of crime that was frightening the8

Muslims and was preventing them from leaving the church; is that how I could9

understand this?10

A.   [12:32:18] Of course, Counsel, because others wanted to leave, but even at night11

they were afraid to be kidnapped or even killed.  So they were afraid of all that. 12

That's why they did not leave.13

Q.   [12:32:40] Thank you very much. 14

Now we will look at the last part and we will stop at 00:12:50. 15

(Viewing of the video excerpt)16

(The following inserted excerpt is a transcription prepared and provided by the17

parties of the aforementioned recording, without any modification or alteration) 18

BF : [Voix off] The ANTI-BALAKA control over the region puts the resources of the19

local diamond mining operations in the hands of the Christian community. Among20

those benefitting from the power shift is Barthélémy NAMSSENMON, the regional21

coordinator for the ANTI-BALAKA. After having been imprisoned by SELEKA rebels,22

he returned to CARNOT where he now controls mining operations. 23

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:33:21](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 24

"BN: Today they call us the Anti-Balaka.  They are our brothers where in the past25
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they were living with us.  They wanted to conquer us, they wanted to turn us into1

Muslims using force.  Because this happened, in order to rightfully defend ourselves,2

we needed to start our own revolution.  We proved to the Muslims, as fakes that3

despite their weapons, we were able to chase them away from our home.  Those4

Muslims who were at the Catholic mission with whom we had been living together,5

there were family ties between us, we used to eat together.  But the wound that they6

made in our hearts has not yet healed."7

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:34:25](Interpretation) 8

Q.   [12:34:29] So I imagine you know who this is, but I've a question with regard to9

what you were saying when you said they wanted to make Muslims out of you. 10

Could you explain to the Chamber what exactly is the meaning of this statement. 11

A.   [12:34:58] Thank you very much, Counsel.  12

When I said that they wanted to make Muslims out of us, it is that those who came13

called the Seleka, those ones wanted to make us Christians Muslims forcibly.  They14

wanted to convert us forcibly.  That's what I meant.  But they are not our brothers15

with whom we had been living on the earth, that is on the land of Carnot.  You16

understand what I mean?17

Q.   [12:35:49] Yes.  So it was more the Seleka, if I understand correctly, it was the18

real Seleka who wanted to convert the Christians.19

I have another question about that.  In this list we saw public statements, public20

speeches in January or March 2013 by President Bozize and others where there's a21

mention of a fear of the Seleka who will be converting the population.  22

Was this idea shared among the people you knew in Carnot?  Was this a widespread23

fear?  24

Please do not answer yet.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:36:44] Ms Proulx.1

MS PROULX:  [12:36:45] Sorry for the interruption.  It seems a bit speculative, or at2

least very general a question.  I'm not sure that this is appropriate framing.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:36:55] Well, what you can -- what we can ask,4

perhaps let me ask it.5

Now, Mr Witness, you spoke also in this interview about your own perception.  Did6

you also talk with other Christians who had the same impression and the same7

opinion than you had?8

THE WITNESS:  [12:37:23](Interpretation) On what question, please?9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:37:26] Well, the question that you also mention10

in -- in your interview, that there was a fear that the Seleka would want to turn the11

Christians into Muslims. 12

Yeah, Mr Witness, you may speak. 13

THE WITNESS:  [12:38:02](Interpretation) Please. 14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:06] Yes, Mr Witness, you want to speak. 15

Please, please address us. 16

THE WITNESS:  [12:38:15](Interpretation) I would like to suspend for one or two17

minutes -- 18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:24] I understand, of course.19

THE WITNESS: [12:38:28](Interpretation) -- the hearing.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:29] We are doing that.  I  think we continue21

at 2 o'clock.  So we make the lunch break now.  We take the opportunity, continue22

at 2 o'clock.  23

How long does it take? 24

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:38:40] So just so that you all know, also for my -- my colleague,25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 55/83 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-163-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 21-09-2022 55/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1042

21.09.2022          Page 56

after that I just need to clarify two telephone numbers on two documents, unless he1

knows them by heart.  But otherwise, that's the only questions (Overlapping2

speakers).3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:53] And, of course, I will ask then Ms Proulx4

and Ms Dimitri and representatives of the victims how long it will take. 5

THE COURT USHER:  [12:39:03] All rise.6

(Recess taken at 12.39 p.m.) 7

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.00 p.m.)8

THE COURT USHER:  [14:00:38] All rise.9

Please be seated.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:01:01] Good afternoon.11

Ms Struyven, you still have the floor.  Only shortly, only for a short while, so to12

speak, however.13

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:01:17](Interpretation)14

Q.   [14:01:19] Good day one again.  I think the last question before the break about15

the video, and I think the Presiding Judge was asking you whether that feeling that16

the Seleka would convert the Christian population, was that feeling quite common? 17

Well, did you feel that?  Did many of the other people feel that in Carnot? 18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:02:21] I don't know if we don't get -- the witness19

is obviously speaking, but we don't have sound, I think, at the moment.20

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:02:31] Message from the booth:  We are not hearing21

anything from the remote location.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:02:34] You're not the only ones who are not23

hearing anything. 24

THE WITNESS:  [14:02:52](Interpretation) Could you repeat the question.  The25
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sound is coming through.  Could you ask me the question again, please.1

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:03:05](Interpretation)2

Q.   [14:03:06] No problem.  The question from the Presiding Judge before the break3

was whether this feeling -- well, there was this idea that the Seleka wanted to convert4

the Christian population, that is to say, have them become Muslims, and the question5

was:  Was that your perception?  And was this perception shared by the other6

Anti-Balaka members in Carnot, if you know? 7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:03:41] I think -- I think we have already8

discussed that, and I put the question differently, for a reason, because there was an9

objection by Ms Proulx, if I recall it correctly.10

So, Mr Witness, we have already heard from you, from the interview that we saw,11

what your perception was.  Was it the same so that others that you knew of and that12

you spoke with, did they also have the same perception that the Seleka wanted to13

convert them? 14

THE WITNESS:  [14:04:24](Interpretation) In fact, you see, ever since the Seleka came15

in, they started already to burn down the churches and they didn't want Christians to16

go to church.  So it was because of that Christians started to become worried.  They17

said to themselves they wanted to convert them, they wanted them to become18

Muslims.  19

Why did they burn down the churches?  Because religion is -- well, it does not have a20

link to the -- these stories of war that they waged.  But first they burnt down the21

churches.  So, you see, that's what the Christians were thinking.  In light of their22

own mindset, they thought they had come to conquer them and force them to become23

Muslims, so they feared being forcibly converted to Islam.  That is basically what I24

can say.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:06:02] I think we can move on.  This has been1

covered enough.2

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:06:10] If I may ask one -- one follow-up question and then -- 3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:06:14] Okay.  If it is a follow-up question, yes.4

MS STRUYVEN:  (Interpretation) 5

Q.   [14:06:17] Mr Witness, this church in Carnot was -- was not destroyed.  We saw6

that in the video footage.  Don't you agree?7

A.   [14:06:32] I don't know.  The Catholic church that you see is one thing, but8

there were churches in other neighbourhoods, on the outskirts, and they were all9

burnt down.  So they would go by and burn down churches.  They had no pity, no10

mercy.  They were -- as if they were not believers.  Muslims too believe in God, but11

they -- they treated Christians very badly.12

Q.   [14:07:17] Thank you.  I just have some questions about your telephone number,13

but I think we'll have to go into private session so that the public doesn't learn what14

your telephone number is. 15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:07:32] Indeed.  That makes sense.  But it will16

not be for long, I assume.  So for the audience, I think everybody, young people in17

the audience, they understand that you should not know the telephone numbers of18

the witness.19

We go to private session.20

(Private session at 2.08 p.m.)21

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:08:01] We are in private session, Mr President.22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Open session at 2.12 p.m.)15

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:12:08] We are back in open session, Mr President.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:12:09] Thank you very much.  17

I take it that the representatives of the victims don't have questions.  18

But before we start, Ms Proulx, the obligatory question, so to speak:  Do you have19

already an idea how long it will take?20

MS PROULX:  [14:12:28] I think I will be finished before lunch break tomorrow.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:12:31] Very good.22

Well, you said an hour, Ms Dimitri, but however, and you can complete my sentence,23

perhaps.24

MS DIMITRI:  [14:12:43] However, we changed our mind and we don't have any25
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questions.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:12:46] Okay.  So you have -- you can read my2

thoughts, obviously.  3

So we start then, Ms Proulx.  4

And I think we can -- I don't know.  We'll have the session until half past 3, but if5

you think you want to continue a bit more, we can talk about that.  But, in principle,6

since we started at 2 o'clock, until half past 3, yeah.  7

So it's your turn.8

QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX:  (Interpretation)9

Q.   [14:13:31] Good afternoon.  Can you hear me?10

A.   [14:13:36] Yes, I can hear you.  Greetings.11

Q.   [14:13:40] We met last week briefly with a number of people from   my team, but12

I will introduce myself once again.  I'm Marie-Hélène Proulx, and I'm one of the13

lawyers belonging to Mr Ngaïssona's Defence team.  And I am the person who will14

be questioning you on behalf of Mr Ngaïssona today.15

A.   [14:14:04] Thank you.16

Q.   [14:14:06] Just a quick reminder.  Now, as was the case with my colleague from17

the OTP, we will both be speaking French.  So please pause between question and18

answer so that the interpreters can keep up.19

And one last thing, if at any time my questions aren't clear, don't hesitate to ask me to20

rephrase them, and I will do that without any problem.  Is everything clear so far?21

A.   [14:14:41] Yes.22

Q.   [14:14:41] Great.  We can now begin.23

And I'd like to take you back to 2013, and let us begin by discussing life in the Carnot24

area under the rule of the Seleka.  Could you describe to us, for the benefit of the25
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Chamber, how the arrival of the Seleka changed life in Carnot and the outskirts. 1

A.   [14:15:18] As soon as the Seleka arrived, I was in my village, PK35, of the town2

of Carnot, 29 March 2012, '13 -- '13.  And they stopped at the village, at my home,3

thinking that they -- and I thought they were just going to ask me for some water to4

drink.  I brought two containers of water because -- well, you see, I gave them two5

containers of water.  And once they had drunk they asked me:  There is a new team6

in the Central African Republic, and they had left Bangui, headed towards Carnot. 7

And the first convoy, that was in March, and the former president had died, you see. 8

So we couldn't -- well, you see, they stopped in the middle.  And, you see, it was not9

possible to raise the flag fully.  It had to be at half mast.  And he picked up the flag10

and attached it to their car, and then they made their entrance into Carnot.  11

And from Carnot, well, I was there in the village, so I don't know what happened12

there.  They continued upon their way and they set themselves up.  I don't know13

exactly how.14

Thank you, Ma'am.15

Q.   [14:17:21] Could you --16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:17:23] Ms Proulx, you have correctly pointed17

out at the beginning that you're both French speaking.  Well -- but you are the first18

who is in breach of your own protocol, so to speak.  So please be -- and perhaps19

probably the witness has not fully understand where you are heading at.  I think you20

will have a follow-up question, I assume.21

MS PROULX:  [14:17:51] Thank you, Mr President.  And I apologise to the22

interpreters.  I will be mindful of the pause.23

Q.   [14:18:01](Interpretation) Mr Witness, I'm still talking about the Seleka.  Could24

you explain to us what they looked like.  And what kind of weapons did they have? 25
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Were they heavily armed?1

A.   [14:18:18] Ma'am, people were terrified.  They had all kinds of weapons, all2

different calibres.  I wasn't a soldier, so I couldn't tell you the name of each weapon. 3

But they had heavy weaponry.  That's what happened.4

Q.   [14:18:53] Have I understood you correctly, sir, when you arrived they5

terrorised the civilian population?  Is that what you're telling us?6

A.   [14:19:08] In actual fact, the civilian population had panicked.  That's what I7

can tell you.  They were surprised to see the kind of people who had come to the8

town with weapons and the like.  They wondered what were they going to do with9

the weapons.  So they were afraid.  Some people left the town of Carnot and went10

into the bush.  And they went into the bush to take refuge, to hide. 11

Q.   [14:19:46] Could the civilian population go about their usual activities, or were12

they afraid to leave their homes and go about their usual business?13

A.   [14:20:00] They were so afraid.  They were so afraid.  Why?  You see, these14

people with weapons amongst the civilian population, you must realise it frightened15

people.  People who had never known war.  All of a sudden this happens.  You16

see what I'm driving at?17

Q.   [14:20:40] In your statement you said that the Seleka torched your house.  And18

this morning, page 24 of the transcript, you made reference to the fact that several19

Christian civilians' houses had been burnt down.  You mentioned some churches as20

well that also were torched, page 62 of the transcript.  Could you give us some idea21

of the extent of the destruction wreaked by the Seleka. 22

A.   [14:21:23] Yes.  It wasn't just in Carnot.  It was when they left that place where23

they were.  You know, they came from the east, and they went north -- north-south24

of the CAR.  It wasn't just here in Carnot where they carried out all their acts of25
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violence and abuse.1

Thank you, Ma'am.2

Q.   [14:22:06] Have I understood you correctly, are you saying that the destruction3

covered quite a broad area and the destruction was massive in nature?4

A.   [14:22:18] Yes, of course, indeed.  Yes, yes.5

Q.   [14:22:28] In addition to attacking buildings and possessions, did the Seleka6

attack civilians?7

A.   [14:22:40] Truly, Ma'am, that was the worst.  They attacked the civilians.  That8

was the worst.  Torture, looting, killings, anything and everything.  That's what9

happened.10

Q.   [14:23:07] In your statement you described one particular event when the Seleka11

came to get you and they started to accuse you of being Anti-Balaka, although at the12

time you had no link to the Anti-Balaka movement.  Would you agree with me if I13

were to say that the Seleka got into the habit in 2013 of almost systematically accusing14

Christian civilians of being Anti-Balaka?15

A.   [14:23:38] Of course, Ma'am.  I was driving on the main road.  And, you see,16

my village, my village didn't do a lot of farming, couldn't feed the whole people. 17

But, you see, they would come, they would ask -- look for food, but they didn't get. 18

Myself, I had to go 40-50 kilometres to get manioc in large sacks to bring back and sell. 19

And they would come and buy this and I could get a bit of money.  20

On the way back, I remember it was about 1900 hours, and I came across a group of21

Peuhl people.  I was shown the road at night.22

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:24:59] Inaudible.23

THE WITNESS:  [14:25:00](Interpretation) And then I went back.  That was one or24

two weeks after.  Those people told the Seleka that I was Balaka and I was going to25
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say what their location was so that they should be subject to harm.  *Others who had1

left their cattle went to destroy and devastate my farm, they too went to complain2

about me to the Seleka who were 40 kilometres away from Carnot and 60 kilometres3

from Baoro.  There was a village where a Seleka base was located.  And that's what4

happened.  They came to get me, and they abused me, and ultimately put me in5

prison.  That's what happened. 6

MS PROULX:  [14:26:22](Interpretation)7

Q.   [14:26:23] I think that, given your earlier testimony, we already have a good idea8

of what's happened, but just to make sure.  You're saying that it was the Christian9

civilian population who were particularly targeted?10

A.   [14:26:40] I beg your pardon?  Could you ask the question again, Ma'am.11

Q.   [14:26:50] Yes, I'll put the question to you again.  I'm just trying to pause for the12

interpreters.13

A.   [14:26:57] Okay.14

Q.   [14:26:58] Just to clarify the transcript of today's hearing, did you say that the15

main target of the Seleka was the Christian civilian population; is that correct?16

A.   [14:27:14] Of course, that's correct.17

Q.   [14:27:26] Were the FACA members also targeted, in particular?18

A.   [14:27:34] They were the main enemies of the Seleka.  When the Seleka came in,19

well, they didn't even have the strength.  There were gendarmes, there were20

policemen, there were FACA members.  They all became -- 21

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:27:57] Inaudible.22

THE WITNESS:  [14:27:58](Interpretation) -- and ultimately went into the bush to23

hide.  They were practically -- well, what -- what force?  What force was there to24

defend the civilian population?  They were the ones who were running the show in25
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the town, so to speak.  They were -- it was their rule.  Thank you very much.1

MS PROULX:  [14:28:32](Interpretation)2

Q.   [14:28:34] Several witnesses came here and gave testimony saying that the3

Seleka were for the most part foreigners, people from Chad or Sudan, and who didn't4

even speak Sango, the national language.  Is this what you observed as well?5

A.   [14:28:53] Yes, that's quite true.  There were Sudanese people, people from6

Chad, even people from Nigeria, a few major leaders who had set up in Bambari who7

were occupying the eastern part of the country.  That's what happened.  It wasn't8

just our Muslim brothers from the Central African Republic.9

Q.   [14:29:38] Am I mistaken when I say that many people in the population, and10

perhaps even you, had seen or experienced the arrival of the Seleka as a foreign11

invasion?12

A.   [14:29:54] I beg your pardon? 13

Q.   [14:30:03] I was asking you, sir, whether if at the time you had experienced the14

arrival of the Seleka as a foreign invasion?15

A.   [14:30:14] Certainly, yes, of course.16

Q.   [14:30:22] You said that, it was on page 71 of the transcript, it says that when the17

Seleka came to see you and you said that you were a Balaka, it's that you had been18

denounced by civilians.  So my question is:  Did you notice that any Muslim19

civilians had allied with the Seleka, that they were cooperating with the Seleka20

against Christian civilians?21

A.   [14:30:58] Well, of course, madam.  They came -- really, how can I say this? 22

What term could I use?  They came to really put ideas into the heads of the Muslim23

Central Africans.  Even the young Muslim Central Africans *joined Seleka in the24

towns where -- they were being given weapons *and uniforms by the Seleka, and so it25
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was through *them   that they were the most dangerous.  They were the real -- *in fact1

the biggest traitors in the Seleka at that point.  They were talking about us Christians2

to their Seleka Muslim brothers.  That's how things came to light.3

Q.   [14:32:17] Could you give us other examples of how this complicity was4

manifested.  You said some Muslims joined the ranks of the Seleka, were given5

uniforms, some denounced you.  Were there other manifestations of this complicity6

between the civilian Muslims and the Seleka?7

A.   [14:32:37] Right away they used our brothers who had been with us, to be close8

to them, to show them who was who.  This one has money.  This one's bad.  This9

one's like that.  And it's through our brothers that they are harming us.  Because10

they came and they did not even know us.  Do you understand?  11

Who knows Barthelemy?  They did not know me, but it's through our -- my brothers12

that they denounced me so that they could say, "Oh, Barthelemy is like this or like13

that."  I 'm just giving you a typical example.14

Q.   [14:33:42] Witnesses coming from other towns in the Central African Republic15

saying that there were -- was particular complicity between the Muslim merchants16

and the Seleka, that these merchants provided the Seleka with weapons and they17

were especially close to the Seleka.  And is this something that you too observed in18

your region?19

A.   [14:34:12] Yes.  Yes, indeed, Counsel.20

Q.   [14:34:29] Would you have a specific example to give us? 21

A.   [14:34:32] Yes.  Just like in Carnot where I lived, when they arrived the22

Christians were no longer selling anything.  They took everything that they had had23

in the way of goods.  They were left to fend for themselves.  Others were going to24

the mining sites.  And that's what was happening in the city.  They were running all25
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the stores.  And that's how it was, Counsel.1

Q.   [14:35:26] So this betrayal, this complicity of the Muslim population with the2

Seleka and all the violence committed against the Christians, would I be right in3

thinking that this is a feeling of betrayal, something that turned into anger against the4

Muslims?  Is this something that you heard about or it's something you experienced?5

A.   [14:35:56] Yes, of course, Counsel.  It is due to this violence that we got upset. 6

Q.   [14:36:17] I will briefly switch topics.  You had said that you had been put in7

prison by the Seleka, and in your statement you specify that you were still in jail as of8

the day of the attack on 5 December 2013.9

A.   [14:36:40] Yes, I was in jail, and we heard this when they came in.  We heard10

them coming in.  And when -- it was when we went out to get some air that I learned11

of what was happening, Counsel.  And then it did not take a long time.  There was12

a Colonel Salem, and they had gone to fight the Christians of Yaloké, and these Balaka13

Christians fired a shot.  He was injured.  And I cannot really talk about him.  He14

was Seleka, but he -- he was someone who released me because I was a Christian15

Muslim.  And we had had a relationship with his brother -- that is, with his brother. 16

And I had enabled him to -- to operate the diamonds at my place.  That's how it17

happened.18

Q.   [14:38:02] Could you repeat the name of the colonel.  Is it Salem?  Is it Salem19

with an M?20

A.   [14:38:14] Yes, Salem.  That's -- that's his name.  He's Sudanese.  But he was21

born in Carnot, before he left to go east to start a new life.  And from there, he22

entered the rebellion with his friends -- or, with his brothers.23

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:38:46] Corrects the interpreter. 24

MS PROULX:  [14:39:01](Interpretation)25
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Q.   [14:39:01] I know this may be a bit difficult to remember precise dates, but do1

you remember how long after the attack of 5 December that you were released from2

prison?3

A.   [14:39:18] One week after.4

Q.   [14:39:29] At that point you returned to your village, Dobele; is that it?5

A.   [14:39:39] Yes.  I paid an amount of 650,000 francs when I was released.  The6

little I had for my family and my activities in mining.  That's -- it's thanks to that7

money that I was released and I was able to save my life and be alive still today.8

Q.   [14:40:13] But, sir, in fact, this was a ransom, you had to pay a ransom to be9

released? 10

A.   [14:40:23] Of course, Counsel.  Well, they didn't kill me.  Otherwise they11

would have killed me. 12

Q.   [14:40:40] I now come back somewhat to the abuses of the Seleka on the13

Christian population.  We have just established that there was a feeling of betrayal14

and anger on the part of the Christian civilians.15

Do you agree with me that it was the abuses of the Seleka and the complicity of the16

Muslim civilians that were at the origins of the creation of the Anti-Balaka movement17

in the year 2013?18

A.   [14:41:14] Very good, Counsel.  It's as if you had lived through these things. 19

That's precisely it.  Because people without anger, they -- they cannot do anything20

and they -- they felt sick by what the Seleka had done.  That is why the people felt21

nauseous.  That's why they did what they did up until today.22

Q.   [14:42:09] So if I understand correctly, these self-defence groups were created23

spontaneously? 24

A.   [14:42:15] Each village, every neighbourhood, every town, and so on and so25
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forth, it was a popular revolution, a grassroots revolution.  It's not like they had a1

boss that was financing this.  No, no, no.  No.  No, I said no. 2

Q.   [14:42:42] During the trial we have often heard it said that the Anti-Balaka were3

recruiting youth.  But am I right, Mr Namsenmo, that the Anti-Balaka did not need4

to recruit, youth came to them and they felt that they wanted to commit? 5

A.   [14:43:11] Like a guarantor, yeah.  But, yes, people did want to revolt.  It's not6

that there was a big boss financing things and recruiting youth to give them machetes,7

money and food.  No, that's not what it was.  It was a popular revolution, a8

grassroots revolution.9

Q.   [14:43:45] Several times this morning you said that the Anti-Balaka came from10

Bossangoa, and then they came to Baoro and Carnot, and then local youth joined11

them.  I would like to submit to you a slightly different interpretation, which we12

have heard some time ago in hearing here.  13

And for the benefit of the Chamber, I'm talking about T-146, the redacted version in14

the English, pages 3 and 4.15

So there's a witness who came some time ago who explained to us that he had left16

Carnot, heading toward the region of Bossangoa with other youth from Carnot to go17

get some  gris-gris so to become an Anti-Balaka.  But this trip in the Bossangoa region18 

was about 10 days before the attack on Carnot.  So they had come from Bossangoa,19

but they had only gone at the end of January 2014, so long after the creation of the20

Anti-Balaka in Gobere and several weeks after the attack on Bangui.21

So, based on this testimony, I would like to suggest to you that the Anti-Balaka of22

Baoro and Carnot were not in Bossangoa and Gobere as those who attacked Bangui23

on 5 December.  Do you agree with me?24

A.   (Overlapping speakers) 25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:45:34] I think we can let the witness answer. 1

Actually I found it extremely complicated, the question.  But we will see if the2

witness has figured it out.3

Mr Witness, please speak. 4

THE WITNESS:  [14:45:52](Interpretation) Yes, I understood the question asked by5

counsel.6

The Anti-Balaka, when they were in Baoro, it's only when they divided into7

subgroups.  Others went toward Bangui on the major road on foot, and then others8

headed to Bossangoa through Bozoum.  So, from Bozoum, they again divided into9

two groups.  Some would take the Bossemptele road and the others would take the10

main road going to Baoro.  This was a secondary road.  And midway there was a11

crossroads where the village Kounde is located.  Others -- others went elsewhere. 12

And some went to Baoro to get set up and give remedies to their brothers.  That's13

how it happened.  14

But it's only after others that had -- who had gone to Bossangoa, depending on their15

means, some by motorcycle, to go get remedies for their families or for their16

banditism.  I don't know.  As he said, perhaps he knows what he's talking about. 17

Thank you very much.18

MS PROULX:  [14:47:54](Interpretation)19

Q.   [14:47:55] Thank you for having answered my complex question, and you20

answered very well.  Thank you.21

Now, briefly, I would like to talk about Baoro.  You spoke of it this morning with my22

colleague from the Office of the Prosecutor.  You said this morning that the attack of23

Baoro took place in 2014, and I would suggest, more precisely, that it took place on24

January 22, 2014.  Does that jog your memory?  Or do you agree?  Or do you25
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know? 1

A.   [14:48:35] Yes, I know that the attack on Baoro was on the 22nd.  I lived in a2

village by this main road when I saw people who were moving   en masse heading3 

toward Carnot or Cameroon.  They came.  They stopped.  Some on foot, some on4

motorcycles.  They were thirsty, hungry.  I was selling doughnuts.  My wife was5

selling doughnuts, peanuts.  So they were stopping to pay and get some food. 6

That's how they kept me informed on the attack of Baoro.  Thank you.7

Q.   [14:49:41] This morning -- I'm referring to page 7, lines 12 to 14 in the French8

translation.  And the Prosecutor had suggested that the Anti-Balaka took control of9

Baoro and they were stationed or based 30 kilometres from Carnot, and then this was10

a group you had visited later in the bush.  And if I understood your statement, there11

were several distinct groups of Anti-Balaka all around Carnot and Baoro.  Have I12

understood correctly?13

A.   [14:50:21] Yes.  That's good, Counsel. 14

Q.   [14:50:32] So the group that attacked Baoro, not necessarily the same group that15

you met in the bush? 16

A.   [14:50:43] No.17

Q.   [14:50:50] According to the information that we gathered, the fighting on 2218

January in Baoro was conducted by Anti-Balaka groups against armed Muslim19

civilians of this locality of Baoro.  Could you confirm that? 20

A.   [14:51:14] Muslim civilians, well, there were Muslim civilian -- they were Seleka. 21

They had -- they had -- these civilians had been armed by the Seleka.  And that's22

how they attacked.  Yes. 23

Q.   [14:51:38] Can you confirm that immediately after the attack on Baoro, young24

Muslims attacked Christians who had remained in the town, burned their houses, and25
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then began conducting massive executions? 1

A.   [14:51:58] True, they did that.  They killed several Christians and threw them2

into wells.  And then they sometimes poured gas fuel on them and burn them. 3

That's what happened.  That's true, Counsel.  Up until today, nobody can drink4

from these wells in Baoro. 5

Q.   [14:52:36] I will change topics and now I will talk about your meeting in the6

bush with the self-defence group.  7

In your statement you explain that when you heard talk of the formation of these8

groups in the bush 30 kilometres from Carnot, you decided to go and see them.9

Now, I'm trying to situate this in time.  Mr Witness, did this happen after the attack10

on Baoro but before the arrival of the Anti-Balaka into Carnot?11

A.   [14:53:16] They were there after the attack on Baoro.  They were preparing to12

enter Carnot.  Just that, Counsel.13

Q.   [14:53:36] Again, in your statement you describe the Anti-Balakas.  You said14

they were dirty.  They were armed with machetes, makeshift machetes and15

sticks -- makeshift weapons, rather, and sticks.  And that means that you were able16

to see that their conditions in the bush were difficult.17

A.   [14:54:02] They were very difficult conditions.  They ate rarely.  Some smoked18

cigarettes and they did not know where to find any cigarettes, even if they were19

smokers.  As I sold cigarettes, I had this small-scale trade.  They asked me to get20

them some cigarettes, so I went and I sold them cigarettes.  Just that. 21

Q.   [14:54:42] Do you know how they found ammunition? 22

A.   [14:54:50] What I saw with them, perhaps they hid the sophisticated weapons,23

because what I saw with them were makeshift weapons, *machetes, sticks, sabres. 24

That's it.  25
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*As for ammunition in itself, they had acquired some a long time before.  They had1

prepared themselves.  *They would have someone go all the way to Cameroon, to2

the border, or the market to pay for -- to buy boxes and cartons of ammunition.  And3

they kept this with them.  That's what they did.  Thank you very much.4

Q.   [14:55:51] Mr Namsenmo, am I right in thinking that their main goal, if they did5

explain their goal to you, was to chase the Seleka out of Carnot and, more generally,6

to chase them out of the Central African Republic?7

A.   [14:56:12] Of course, Counsel.  To get the Seleka out, yes, that was their goal.8

Q.   [14:56:31] In your statement you said that the youth were leaving Carnot to then9

go join their Balaka brothers clandestinely.  I have two questions on that.  10

When you say "clandestinely", do I understand correctly that they would have faced11

significant consequences if they had played a role in this self-defence?12

A.   [14:57:01] When there were still Seleka in the town, they could not even come to13

the Seleka to prove that they're going to join their brothers in the bush for this14

revolution.  So that's what I meant by clandestinely.  People would just leave and15

then they would go and meet in the bush to prepare their attack.  That's it. 16

Q.   [14:57:42] And when you say that they would leave Carnot to go and join their17

Balaka brothers here; the ones you met, were they mainly made up of young people18

or young men from the region of Carnot?19

A.   [14:58:02] Yes.  Even -- even from the outskirts, and at Baoro, they separated to20

form this group.  There were people from Baina, et cetera.  Even where there was21

the paved road, there were -- there were these people there.  So they went as, let's22

say, in a group to carry out this revolution in Carnot.23

Q.   [14:58:53] So we've just said that they were in the majority young volunteers24

who wanted to chase out the Seleka.  But if I understood your testimony, there were25
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bandits and criminals who had joined the group wanting to capitalise on the chaos. 1

Did I understand correctly?2

A.   [14:59:20] Of course, Counsel.  Because in the past they had been bandits,3

thieves, robbers, and they wanted to take advantage of the situation, to join them in4

order to carry out this violence, say that it was the Anti-Balaka.  That was their idea. 5

These Anti-Balaka just wanted to get the Seleka out and then have things return to a6

calm situation.  And these bandits joined this group and now these are the ones who7

are causing trouble in the towns.8

Q.   [15:00:11] With Ms Struyven you agreed that the entry of the Balaka was the9

first week of February, and in the document on the charges it said it was 2 February. 10

Did you know   -- I know you were not specifically in Carnot but in the village at that11

time, but are you in a position to confirm that the Anti-Balaka entered Carnot two12

days after the departure of the Seleka troops?13

A.   [15:00:54] Yes, Ma'am, because they all mobilised in Carnot.  The Anti -- they14

left, that is the Seleka.  They left Nola, everywhere, and they went on to the territory15

of the Central African Republic.  They came.  They met up in Berberati.  And those16

who were around Amada-Gaza, they also met up in Carnot for a grand departure. 17

That's what happened.  Thank you.18

Q.   [15:01:45] In your statement you also said that, fortunately, the Muslims of19

Carnot had fled in advance, and so they did -- you're saying they fled in advance and20

the majority of the Muslims in Carnot had already left the town of Carnot with the21

Seleka before the Anti-Balaka came in.22

A.   [15:02:22] Of course.  Because they heard from other sources that -- they had23

heard about the various movements on the territory of the Central African Republic24

and they fled.  They fled quickly.  They didn't need to take their beds, their cutlery25
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or their household goods, all of that stuff.  A few went towards Cameroon and that's1

how they left.  Others could not leave.  They remained behind.  And they were the2

ones who ended up in the enclave within the Catholic mission.  Those were the3

people -- with the people who had come from elsewhere, from other places.4

Q.   [15:03:31] A few moments ago you mentioned the complicity of the Muslim5

population with the Seleka and the betrayal that they had committed, or what was6

perceived to be a betrayal.  On the basis of that, am I correct in saying that Muslim7

civilians left not only because they feared attacks by the Anti-Balaka, but also because8

they feared being attacked by the Christian civilian population who were angry at9

them and who wanted to get their revenge?10

A.   [15:04:12] Of course, Ma'am.  That's why they left.  Exactly.  That's exactly11

why they left. 12

Q.   [15:04:40] In your statement, and I'll give the specific reference.  I'm mentioning13

the part of your statement that's at tab 26 of the OTP binder, and the reference14

number -- you explained to the Seleka that the Seleka had sold their weapons to the15

Muslims who had remained behind in Carnot so that they could defend themselves16

against the Anti-Balaka; is that correct?17

A.   [15:05:16] Exactly.  That's right.  Even to the Peuhl people who were in the18

bush, they would swap weapons for cattle and then the cattle would be sold in19

Cameroon.  Those Peuhls who used to guide the cattle with their sticks got weapons20

as well to hurt the Christian population.  That's what happened.  That's how things21

degenerated.22

Q.   [15:06:10] So if I could summarise, have I understood correctly, amongst these23

Muslims who had remained in Carnot after the Seleka left, a proportion of them were24

ready and willing to fight, to take on the Christian civilians and the Anti-Balaka?25
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A.   [15:06:33] I beg your pardon?  Could you please repeat the question. 1

Q.   [15:06:45] That's not a problem, sir.  Let me repeat.2

I was trying to summarise your testimony, and I put it to you that amongst the3

Muslim civilians who remained in Carnot, some were armed and were ready to attack4

either the Christian civilians of Carnot or the Anti-Balaka.  So they were ready for5

battle against the --6

A.   [15:07:18] No, no, no.  They didn't have weapons.  Those people didn't have7

weapons.  Otherwise -- well, some people hid weapons at home, and when they left8

and went into exile the Sangaris forces came and used their detectors to find those9

weapons and remove them from the houses.  The people who stayed behind didn't10

have the force, the strength to do that.  They -- they couldn't take on the Christians,11

their Christian brothers.  That's what happened, Ma'am.12

Q.   [15:08:04] I just want to correct one thing.  I'm not saying that all Muslim or13

Christian, not all civilians, but you say that the Seleka sold some weapons to Muslim14

civilians, and so were you saying that these people were ready to defend themselves15

with weapons?16

A.   [15:08:35] No.  No.17

Q.   [15:08:48] That's not a problem, Mr Witness.  I'll move on to my next question.18

When the Seleka left Carnot but before the Anti-Balaka came in, there was a period of19

two days.  And at that time I think you agree with me that the Christian civilian20

population was very angry with these Muslims.  Do you agree with that statement?21

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:09:25] The beginning of the answer was inaudible.22

THE WITNESS:  [15:09:30](Interpretation) Ma'am, agreed.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:09:32] Exactly, agreed. " D'accord."24 

MS PROULX:  [15:09:43](Interpretation)25 
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Q.   [15:09:44] I realise that you weren't in Carnot at the time, not actually in Carnot,1

you were in your village.  But if I understand correctly, the situation in Carnot after2

the departure of the Seleka and before the arrival of the Anti-Balaka, would I be3

correct to say that during those two days, already attacks had occurred between4

civilians, that is to say between Christian civilians and Muslim civilians? 5

A.   [15:10:17] Before the Seleka left the town of Carnot there was practically nothing. 6

It was only later, after they left, they emptied the town and all that remained was the7

Seleka who were natives of Carnot, born there, Muslims from Carnot who got8

involved.  And those were the people -- those were the people who remained behind. 9

And when the Anti-Balaka came in, they killed and the others left.  Those who had10

come from elsewhere, they went back.11

Q.   [15:11:19] If I've understood you correctly, when the Anti-Balaka entered Carnot12

on 2 February 2014, the situation in the town of Carnot was already chaotic, there13

already were problems? 14

A.   [15:11:34] There were problems.  Yes, there were problems. 15

Q.   [15:11:47] And at that time, early February 2014, would you agree with me and16

would you say that there was no state authority operating in Carnot, no gendarmes,17

no police, no law enforcement? 18

A.   [15:12:04] Not even.  Not even.  There was absolutely nothing. 19

Q.   [15:12:21] Thank you.  I'd now like to move to a different topic.  And I think20

this will be my last topic for today, but we'll see.21

I'd like us to hark back to the arrival of the Anti-Balaka in Carnot.  You were in22

Dobele at the time and I'd like to know whether you remember.  How long was it23

after the arrival of the Anti-Balaka, how long after was it when you arrived in Carnot? 24

A.   [15:12:58] About, unless I'm mistaken, one or two months later.25
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Q.   [15:13:18] So that would mean March or April 2014, do you agree? 1

A.   [15:13:25] I beg your pardon?2

Q.   [15:13:31] I put it to you that if you had stayed away for one or two months3

before returning to Carnot, you must have gone back in March or April of 2014. 4

A.   [15:13:44] Well, first I evacuated my family and then I followed them.  There5

already were -- it was already dangerous in the bush. 6

Q.   [15:14:02] At that time did you stay in Carnot for good, or did you go back to the7

bush after that?8

A.   [15:14:13] I turned back because of my cattle and I stayed another month.  And9

that's when I started -- well, I -- I saw Isma (phon).  I went to draw some water and I10

saw him alongside the shore.  He didn't run away.  He came up to me.  I stayed. 11

We talked for a long time and then I brought him back to my home and I remained12

with him.  And I wanted to -- well, I wanted to try my luck, but he was afraid.  He13

was afraid of being killed by any Anti-Balaka who might see him.  So he kept me14

company.  He stayed with me.  And -- well, we didn't have a set idea, but thanks to15

this young fellow   - he was the son of a soldier - in his own way, he -- he was able to16

get the cattle that had scattered and he was able to catch two.  And we came back17

with two. 18

One, he slit the animal's throat to sell on the market, and the meat also helped us. 19

And then the second time we went to get water again, to draw some water, and he20

managed to find a horse.  And with that horse we were able to get to Carnot21

with -- well, we brought the horse to Carnot.  That's what happened.  That's what22

happened, Ma'am.  Thank you very much. 23

Iliassa (phon) was the boy's name.  Iliassa.24

Q.   [15:17:14] Are you still in touch with him today?25
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A.   [15:17:17] He's still in Garam-Boulai.  I'm in touch with him.  He sends me1

greetings.  He's -- he always is with my children, my brothers, and he lives with2

them in my home.  He is in Garam-Boulai with his relatives.3

Q.   [15:17:52] Well, the point of my question was -- well, this, I was asking you4

about your going back and forth between the town and the bush.  How much time5

did you spend in Carnot early in 2014 until June or July?  But if I've understood6

correctly, you spent one or two months in the bush, then you went back, and then you7

went back to the bush; is that correct?8

A.   [15:18:21] Yes, Ma'am.9

Q.   [15:18:29] So my question that follows is this:  Did you learn about -- how did10

you learn about the events that occurred in Carnot if you weren't there yourself? 11

Where did you hear about these events?  What were your sources of information, all12

this information that you've given us? 13

A.   [15:18:58] I was still in Dobele and I had this young Peuhl fellow with me.  And14

the ComZone, Mr Zaoroyanga Aimé Blaise, and Ndote from Carnot 2, they left and15

went to Bangui and they became ComZones.  They were part -- they went to the16

coordination and they became ComZones.  17

When they came back, mostly on motorbikes, they set up operations close to where I18

was and they were trying to get some food.  They advised me to leave and to join the19

people -- well, we had known each other for a long time, well before the events, and20

he too was a trader.  He sold medications, pharmaceuticals, actually, that he sold in21

the bush.  And he also had some activities in the diamond industry.  22

We met with him in the bush.  And each time, I too, I would leave and go to my farm,23

and he -- and each time I would meet him.  So I -- really, I had known him for a long24

time.  25
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He came back and he told me about their participation in the coordination in Bangui. 1

And they were -- they were all illiterates, you see.  So he asked me to leave and to go2

with them and help them.  He said some white people are going to come, could I3

translate what the white people say.  They were worried about being arrested by the4

MISCA, the Cameroonians.5

So after they left they decided to leave, to go out.  So that's why I left Dobele and6

went to the town.  Thank you very much. 7

Q.   [15:21:49] Are you telling me, sir, that your only source of information about the8

events in Carnot was Aimé Blaise?9

A.   [15:21:58] Of course.  They were the ones.  They were the first ones to fight. 10

They were the first to come back to Carnot, Ma'am. 11

Q.   [15:22:18] Thank you.  We'll return to the topic of Aimé Blaise, but I think we'll12

do that tomorrow given the time right now.13

In your statement you said that there was no fighting when the Anti-Balaka came into14

Carnot.  They didn't need to fight; is that correct?15

A.   [15:22:39] Fighting as such, given what happened at Baoro, I didn't see that and I16

didn't hear about that.  Just killings, lootings and killings.  Particularly since the17

Seleka had left.  I don't know, but there was looting and there were killings, only. 18

Just that.19

Q.   [15:23:14] And Aimé Blaise was the one who told you that?20

A.   [15:23:19] Of course.  And also the others. 21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:31] Mr Witness, when you speak of "the22

others", do you recall a couple of names with whom you spoke about the events?23

THE WITNESS:  [15:23:52](Interpretation) When I say "the others", I'm talking about24

Aimé Blaise's company, *Zanga.  They were together in Bangui -- they returned from 25
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Bangui and came together and met me in Dobele.  That's how I learned about things,1

from them.2

PRESIDING JUDGE:  [15:24:14] Thank you.3

Ms Proulx.4

MS PROULX:  [15:24:29](Interpretation)5

Q.   [15:24:29] In your statement you said that you didn't know the Anti-Balaka who6

had entered Carnot very well.  Am I to understand that the people who entered7

Carnot were not the same people as the ones who you met in the bush?8

A.   [15:24:42] No.  They were quite different, quite a different group of people,9

Ma'am.  The other side of the Guen-Gadzi road, there were troops who had come10

from there.  And this road, this national highway goes through some11

neighbourhoods in Carnot and ends up in Bouna.  So people came with that. 12

So -- so various people did come to Carnot from there.13

Q.   [15:25:38] I understand.  14

So there were several separate groups who came from different directions.  Did each15

group have its own leader?16

A.   [15:25:48] Yes.  They had their leaders who led them, who brought them.17

Q.   [15:26:08] Am I also to understand that all these various separate groups were18

similar in composition to the ones we were talking about earlier, namely, a mixture of19

young volunteers and opportunistic criminals? 20

A.  [15:26:27] Of course, Ma'am, yes. 21

Q.   [15:26:38] Thank you very much, Mr Namsenmo.22

(Speaks English) Mr President, I'm about to change subjects, so I think it would be a23

good time to break.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:46] Yes, indeed, we do that.25
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Mr Namsenmo, thank you very much for answering the questions today.  We have1

not yet finished your testimony.  2

We conclude for today but continue tomorrow again at 9.30.3

THE COURT USHER:  [15:26:59] All rise.4

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.27 p.m.)5
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