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In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard4 
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Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and Judge Chang-ho Chung6 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 17 

Thursday, 22 September 20228 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.31 a.m.) 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:31:16] All rise.10 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.11 

Please be seated.12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:33] Good morning, everyone.13 

Court officer, please call the case.14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:31:38] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.15 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus16 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.17 

And for the record, we are in open session.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:54] Thank you.19 

The appearances of the parties.  First -- 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:31:58] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 21 

For the Prosecution today, we have Manochitra Prathaban, Yassin Mostfa, 22 

Kweku Vanderpuye and myself, Olivia Struyven.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:07] Thank you.24 

Then the victims representatives.25 
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MR DANGABO MOUSSA:  [9:32:11](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honours. 1 

Good morning, everybody. 2 

The victims of other crimes are represented by Mr Orchlon Narantsetseg and myself,3 

Mr Dangabo Moussa.4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:29] Thank you.5 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:32:31] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  6 

The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the7 

Office of Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you.8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:39] We turn to the Defence.9 

Ms Dimitri, next.10 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:32:42] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your11 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  12 

Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom, and he is represented today by 13 

Mr Gyo Suzuki and myself, Mylène Dimitri.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:52] And Ms Proulx.15 

MS PROULX:  [9:32:54] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your16 

Honours. 17 

Mr Ngaïssona is represented today by Despoina Eleftheriou, Sara Pedroso, Michael18 

Rowse, Saskia Alfande and myself, Marie-Hélène Proulx.  And he is present in the19 

courtroom.  Thank you.20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:07] Thank you very much.21 

And we also welcome Rule 74 counsel for the witness.  Mr Lavou, good morning.22 

And, of course, most importantly, we welcome again, and good morning -- 23 

MR LAVOU:  [9:33:18] (Overlapping speakers) 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:19] We welcome again and good morning to25 
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Mr Namsenmo.1 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1042 (On former oath)2 

(The witness speaks French)3 

(The witness gives evidence via video link)4 

THE WITNESS:  [9:33:25](Interpretation) Good morning.5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:26] We continue with the examination by6 

Ms Proulx.  And as we have heard already yesterday, it will not last forever today,7 

so to put it this way.8 

Ms Proulx.9 

QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX:  (Continuing)(Interpretation)10 

Q.   [9:33:50] Good morning, Mr Namsenmo. Can you hear me well?11 

A.   [9:33:54] Good morning, counsel.12 

Q.   [9:33:59] I'd like to start this morning by showing you a document that you've13 

seen with the Prosecution yesterday.  This is a document in tab 15,14 

CAR-OTP-2090-0487.  And I'd like to go to the page 0489. 15 

Can you see the document, Witness?16 

A.   [9:34:54] The document is still coming up on my screen. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:03] Perhaps you can enlarge it a little bit. 18 

Yeah.  Thank you.19 

So I think it's now showing on the screen.20 

MS PROULX:  [9:35:17](Interpretation)21 

Q.   [9:35:20] This is your own list of assassins and criminals from the sub-prefecture22 

of Carnot, and I'd like to draw your attention to entry 35.  We can see the name23 

"Nikodem Sekolo".  Could you tell us, please, who is Nicodeme Sekolo?24 

A.   [9:35:49] Thank you so much.  Nicodeme Sekolo was the head of missions and25 
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working under Aimé Blaise Zaoroyanga, who was his ComZone.  He was his1 

ComZone in Carnot.  He would be sent to the fields to pillage, to rob and bring back2 

the spoils of the war. 3 

Q.   [9:36:37] Was he a criminal, a bandit before the events of 2014, or did he just4 

make the most of the war to racket?5 

A.   [9:36:56] In fact, he profited from the conflict, and he also would erect illegal6 

barriers near the city, near Pe (phon), where the MINUSCA have set up base now. 7 

And this is on the Foca road and along the Guen-Gadzi.  And this is how he works. 8 

He also would bring money.  Thank you so much.9 

Q.   [9:37:54] So I understand he's a close ally of Aimé Blaise.  Can you tell me10 

how   -- for how long was he a mission chief.11 

A.   [9:38:08] It was throughout his professional career.  He was arrested by12 

MINUSCA and sent to jail at the Bouar prison before being freed.  In fact, after being13 

freed, he went back, he changed, and he applied to become a deputy near Carnot. 14 

And now he's settled.  This is what I know about him.15 

Q.   [9:39:03] When you say that he was arrested by the MINUSCA, did the16 

MINUSCA catch him red-handed doing something, or did someone inform the17 

MINUSCA about him?18 

A.   [9:39:16] No.  He was not arrested by the MINUSCA without being told on.  I19 

was the one who informed the MINUSCA about him.  There was a complaint at the20 

gendarmerie and they were incapable of arresting him.  That's why I actually went21 

and gave his name to the MINUSCA and that's how they started looking for him. 22 

Once he was a beneficiary of the Red Cross and that's where they laid their hands on23 

him, and he was arrested and then taken to prison.24 

Q.   [9:40:21] As you know, in 2014, Mr Ngaïssona sent a message of peace and25 
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reconciliation through radio, and he was preaching for the hostilities to come to an1 

end.  So do I understand that Mr Nicodeme Sekolo would not heed to2 

Mr Ngaïssona's instructions and to the instructions of the coordination?3 

A.   [9:40:57] As I told you in my statements, you've seen that these are children who4 

failed to understand.  They are * illiterate children and they just behave like animals,5 

so to speak.  When you want them to walk on the path of reason, they do not want to. 6 

And it's not Mr Ngaïssona who sent them on to the fields to commit these atrocities. 7 

Q.   [9:41:54] To the best of your knowledge, is Mr Sekolo a criminal today, or has he8 

stopped all criminal activities?9 

A.   [9:42:07] After he was discharged from prison, the Bouar main prison, he10 

stopped everything.  He is now settled and he has gone back to his business of11 

dealing in diamonds.  And this is what he is doing today.  Thank you, Counsel.12 

Q.   [9:42:46] Do you know if he has any kind of grievances against you for having13 

reported him to the MINUSCA?14 

A.   [9:43:03] Yeah, of course, Counsel.  He definitely would have grievances15 

against me.16 

Q.   [9:43:23] I'd like to very briefly talk about Aimé Blaise.  We spoke about him17 

yesterday and you said that you have known him for a very long time, even before18 

the crisis in Central Africa.  What was Aimé Blaise doing before the crisis?19 

A.   [9:43:41] Before the crisis, Aimé Blaise had his little shop and was dealing with20 

pharmaceutical products and medicines.  He would basically enter the work sites21 

and sell his medicines to anyone who was suffering.  He was actually trained as an22 

emergency health worker and -- at the hospital in the prefecture of Carnot.  His23 

father was also a former nurse who died in Carnot, and he basically took on his work. 24 

And this is -- and we met there, and this is how we got acquainted with him. 25 
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Q.   [9:44:50] So I understand that Aimé Blaise was not a criminal before the crisis1 

and this happened after, if I'm to understand you well? 2 

A.   [9:45:02] No, no.3 

Q.   [9:45:10] But he was part of the group that entered Carnot on 2 February 2014? 4 

A.   [9:45:19] I'm sorry.  Could you please repeat the question, Counsel.5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:23] Ms Proulx, I don't know how to interpret6 

this "No".  Perhaps we have to verify that.  It could also mean that he agrees with7 

you.  So I'm not sure here, for once.  Perhaps you try it, you give it a try.8 

MS PROULX:  [9:45:46](Interpretation)9 

Q.   [9:45:46] Before repeating the question I just asked you, I'm just going to go to10 

the question before that, Mr Namsenmo.  11 

I asked you if Aimé Blaise was a criminal before the crisis, and you -- your response12 

wasn't really clear.  Could you tell me, yes or no, did he already start criminal13 

activities before the crisis?14 

A.   [9:46:13] No, Counsel.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:46:22] Because the question was put negatively,16 

so it is a little bit ambiguous, the answer.  But I understood it exactly like the witness17 

said, but to be sure.  Okay.18 

MS PROULX: [9:46:36] Thank you, Mr President.19 

Q.   [9:46:42](Interpretation) On Aimé Blaise's subject, he was part of the group that20 

entered Carnot on 2 February 2014; is that right?21 

A.   [9:46:53] Yes, it is.22 

Q.   [9:47:04] We had another witness recently who came from Carnot, and he23 

explained to us that when Aimé Blaise's group arrived in Carnot, Aimé Blaise24 

self-proclaimed himself as the chief, and this is actually in line with what you said in25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-164-Red-ENG CT WT 22-09-2022 6/55 T



Trial Hearing                   (Open Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1042

22.09.2022          Page 7

your statement, page 2107-0304.  And I'm just going to paraphrase this.  Aimé1 

Blaise was illiterate.  He became a ComZone, and he basically took this post up to2 

satisfy his pride.  And he left to conquer the city, and Aimé Blaise proclaimed3 

himself as a warlord.4 

Do you confirm this, Mr Namsenmo?5 

A.   [9:48:10] Exactly, Counsel.  You've understood the way I have.  And this is6 

what I stated in the statement, and I haven't lied.  This is what I know about him and7 

it's true.  Thank you so much.8 

Q.   [9:48:29] So the same witness who came as -- said that you were appointed as9 

the head of mission by Aimé Blaise in the days that followed the arrival of the10 

Anti-Balaka in Carnot.  11 

This is reference to transcription 46, page 11, in the English version.  12 

So do I understand from your testimony that you disagree with this version?13 

A.   [9:49:04] I will not accept this.  I've always retained my title of counsellor. 14 

Given my age, I really cannot * behave childishly.  I'm a responsible person.  Thank15 

you so much.16 

Q.   [9:49:33] Yesterday, towards the end of the hearing, you stated that Aimé Blaise17 

came to see you at Dobele in your village when he was coming back from the18 

coordination in Bangui.  And I realised that there was no specific date.  We looked19 

at the information in the file, and we observed that on the -- the first and the only20 

telephone contact between Aimé Blaise and the coordination -- in fact, the first -- the21 

only one in the first six months of 2014 was on 9 June 2014.  And this basically was22 

the time when certain Anti-Balaka from the provinces were invited to Bangui to set23 

up the coordination office.  And is this -- so it's in June that you met Aimé Blaise in24 

the bushes, isn't it?25 
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A.   [9:50:45] No.  When we met in the bushes, he wasn't an Anti-Balaka at that1 

point of time.  He had his little shop, as I said, and it's only after that that the Balaka2 

entered Carnot and it's only then he was involved in all this.  It's only then he came3 

to Bangui.  In fact, it's out of sheer pride that he came to hold the title of ComZone. 4 

He was illiterate.  He knew nothing.  He couldn't speak, he couldn't write, and that5 

was it, Counsel.6 

Q.   [9:51:51] I'm a bit confused, and I'd like to come back to what you just said. 7 

You said that when we met in the bushes, he was -- he had not yet become an8 

Anti-Balaka.  9 

So you met him well before the attacks in Carnot? 10 

A.   [9:52:19] It's a long time ago.  It's not even connected to the story of the Balakas.11 

Q.   [9:52:39] I'm just going to -- once again, I know it's very hard to recollect the12 

dates, especially after such a long time, but I'm just trying to get an idea about all this. 13 

Yesterday you said that after the attacks on Carnot, you remained in the bush for14 

about one to two months, so perhaps till April, let's say.  And after that, you15 

returned to Carnot for a while and subsequently you returned to the bush for a month. 16 

And in the end, you came back for good.17 

And you also explained yesterday that it was Aimé Blaise who came to meet you in18 

the bush and asked you to return.  And that's exactly what I'm trying to refer to. 19 

I'm suggesting that this meeting between you and Aimé Blaise, when he asked you to20 

come back to Carnot, took place probably in June 2014, when the coordination in21 

Bangui had invited people from the provinces.22 

What is -- what I'm suggesting, does that make sense to you?23 

A.   [9:54:02] Yes, Counsel.  It was on the return from Bangui when he submitted to24 

the coordination to become a ComZone.  And it's on the return that he stopped over25 
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at my place to inform the coordination.  And this is when I was asked to come out of1 

the bush. 2 

Q.   [9:55:10] You just said that he went to Bangui to become ComZone.  Now, I3 

have some doubts on this version because -- I'll tell you why.  We have had so many4 

witnesses who came here and who said very clearly that the ComZone were all5 

self-proclaimed. So it was not Mr Ngaïssona who appointed him.6 

What I'm suggesting is that Aimé Blaise went to attend meetings in Bangui within the7 

framework of the various gatherings of the various branches, and this happened in8 

the office.  And there is a press release that I can show you, if you wish.9 

Do you agree with what I'm suggesting? 10 

A.   [9:56:18] Yes, Counsel.  I'm going to tell you immediately that Aimé Blaise, as11 

you say, he was a self-proclaimed head of the Anti-Balaka when they were in the12 

bush.  He came out, and he declared himself to be the warlord.  And it's only after13 

that that he left to Bangui, either to get information or to go to the coordination so that14 

the coordination officially recognises him as the ComZone.  This is what they went15 

to do in Bangui.16 

Now, whether they saw Mr Ngaïssona face to face, I do not know.  You understand? 17 

At that point of time, it wasn't easy.  He was -- he wouldn't actually meet any bandit. 18 

You see, it's the counsellors or the deputy coordinator working under Ngaïssona who19 

probably accepted to meet him, perhaps, but not Mr Ngaïssona himself.  Thank you,20 

Counsel.21 

Q.   [9:58:12] Thank you, Witness.  22 

You said that Aimé Blaise was not a criminal before the crisis.  I would like to know23 

at what point of time, according to you, he became a criminal, because you put him24 

on your list of criminals and assassins.  So can you tell me how Aimé Blaise became a25 
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criminal or an assassin.1 

A.   [9:58:44] Thank you.  It's when he became an Anti-Balaka.  It was at that point2 

of time that he became a criminal.  Thank you.3 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:59:01] Correction:  He became an untouchable criminal.4 

MS PROULX:  [9:59:08](Interpretation)5 

Q.   [9:59:09] I'm not going to let you guess this.  But, according to you, why did he6 

make the most of the Anti-Balaka tag to become a criminal?  Did he see that it was an7 

opportunity to become wealthy, or was it any other reason? 8 

A.   [9:59:34] That's it, Counsel.  Each person just wanted to make more wealth and9 

have a share of the spoils of the war.  They would not even get along in the10 

coordination.  And this was all an internal affair amongst the people who wouldn't11 

get along.  Thank you.12 

Q.   [10:00:16] So everyone had his own personal motives and were going after their13 

own goals, independent of ideology or anything like that?14 

A.   [10:00:33] Yes.15 

Q.   [10:00:40] In your statement, you said that there was Carnot 1 and Carnot 2. 16 

You said that Aimé Blaise and Joseph Baba were at Carnot 1, ComZone and deputy,17 

and then Gbangaza and Emeric Tekafe in the other location.  Another witness18 

mentioned Aimé Emeric.  Is Aimé Emeric the same person as Emeric Tekafe?  19 

A.   [10:01:20] That is correct.  Emeric Tekafe is his name.  That's his name. 20 

Emeric is his first name.21 

Q.   [10:01:47] In the statement, you specified that Carnot 1 and Carnot 2 are about22 

100 kilometres away, and the same witness said to us that Emeric Tekafe was the23 

deputy of Aimé Blaise.  But given that you are saying that they are in two different24 

parts of Carnot, 100 kilometres, so was that the case or not?25 
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A.   [10:02:20] That is correct.  When his ComZone died, murdered by B13 in the1 

Koro location, close to Carnot, he no longer had a ComZone.  And Baba, who was2 

the deputy ComZone of Aimé Blaise, he had some misunderstandings, and Baba3 

withdrew and so Emeric Tekafe became the deputy of Mr Aimé Blaise again.  And4 

he was the photographer within the team, within the Carnot Anti-Balaka team in5 

Carnot.  Thank you.6 

Q.   [10:03:35] You said that the ComZone -- that there was one ComZone who was7 

killed by B13.  You're talking about Gbangaza; isn't that so? 8 

A.   [10:03:49] Yes, indeed, him.  That was in Carnot 2.  He was the ComZone of9 

Emeric Tekafe.10 

Q.   [10:04:08] This murder of the ComZone, that happened later, if I've understood11 

correctly.  Could you give us an approximate date of the murder? 12 

A.   [10:04:22] No.  The date of his death, is that what you're asking me about?13 

Q.   [10:04:32] Yes, that was my question.  I was asking you whether you remember14 

the date on which B13 allegedly killed this man.15 

A.   [10:04:44] I don't know, ma'am.  It was on a work site.  He was stabbed. 16 

He -- all his veins were slit, and he was bleeding heavily.  He was taken to the17 

hospital and he died there.  We went back.  We were looking for the perpetrator. 18 

And ultimately, the perpetrator was transferred to the central prison.  And he got19 

away and he came to the village.  And he kept on with his acts of violence and abuse;20 

killing people, looting, stealing, all of those things.  Just him.  He also held people21 

up.  That was B13. 22 

Q.  [10:05:46] Yes. This is not the first time we've heard about B13.  So this23 

was -- he was a rogue, a bad guy, out of control? 24 

A.   [10:06:01] Yes.25 
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Q.   [10:06:04] But to hark back to the composition of Carnot 1 and Carnot 2, I would1 

suppose it took a while before Emeric Tekafe became the deputy of Aimé Blaise, or2 

did that happen right away when he arrived in -- when they arrived in 2014?3 

A.   [10:06:27] No.  He was the other fellow's deputy before that, the man who was4 

killed by B13.  They were all in their zones in Carnot 2 before they came here. 5 

Q.   [10:06:56] Yesterday you mentioned a person called Oscar Ndowe, and in your6 

statement, you said that he became the person responsible for operations.  And you7 

said he was a bandit before the conflict already, and he decided to become8 

responsible for operations for the fun of it.  2107-0279 and 0280.  Am I9 

understanding you correctly?  10 

Now, who chose -- who decided that Oscar would become responsible for operations? 11 

Did he decide that, or did Aimé Blaise decide that?12 

A.   [10:07:50] Ma'am, each person decided what his title would be and asked Aimé13 

Blaise to confirm the title.  That was all.  That's what they did.  He wanted to be14 

a -- if you wanted to be a captain, Aimé Blaise would confirm that.  That's how  15 

things worked, ma'am.  So he became the person responsible for operations.16 

Q.   [10:08:36] Have I understood correctly, did the Anti-Balaka enter Carnot and17 

they created their own positions, they proclaimed themselves as whatever, they tried18 

to run the town, they engaged in extortion, and engaged in other criminal activity? 19 

Is that what you're telling us?20 

A.   [10:09:06] Exactly, ma'am.  They opened up two offices.  And Aimé Blaise was21 

still ComZone and he would decide upon matters within the neighbourhoods.  He22 

would be paid, and they would divide up the money amongst themselves.  23 

So, for example, someone might be on a motorcycle and be stopped, hit up for money,24 

or they would take the motorcycle and sell it.  Yes, that is true.25 
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Q.   [10:10:00] Would you agree with me that at that stage, those activities no longer1 

had anything to do with the objectives that allowed for the Anti-Balaka to be set up? 2 

In actual fact, it was more a matter of driving out the Seleka and then claiming their3 

country.  And then they were using the name "Anti-Balaka", but purely for4 

opportunistic reasons.  Do you agree?5 

A.   [10:10:33] Yes, I agree.  They had already driven out the Seleka.  They were6 

doing their own thing, so to speak.  But driving out the Seleka, that was all over. 7 

They engaged in vandalism.  They did harm to their brothers, either Christian or8 

Muslim brothers, people who had fled.  That's what happened, ma'am.9 

Q.   [10:11:10] Do you agree with me, and would you say that these Anti-Balaka in10 

Carnot were taking action in a fashion diametrically opposed to the instructions or11 

advice from the National Coordination of the Anti-Balaka in Bangui? 12 

A.   [10:11:41] Indeed, ma'am.  Who was respecting the instructions from the13 

National Coordination in Bangui?  I would say that they were filling their pockets in14 

Bangui.  And why wouldn't they do the same?  It wasn't a matter of the National15 

Coordination in Bangui. 16 

Q.   [10:12:25] Let me return to your list of murderers.  On this list, we see the -- a17 

number of names:  Aimé Blaise, number 22; Emeric, number 24; 23, Gbangaza;18 

number 5, Ndowe Oscar.  So I'm trying to understand your viewpoint, sir.  You19 

knew   -- you knew that those Anti-Balaka leaders were criminals.  Why did you20 

agree to become their adviser?21 

A.   [10:13:16] Well, just to let you know, ma'am, even if someone was a -- a criminal,22 

a killer, all the same, those people need advice.  And if they listen, that's great.  If23 

they don't listen, you let them do their thing.  You see -- well, ultimately, God would24 

take them.  That's not necessarily a bad thing.25 
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Now, justice comes later, isn't that so?  That's what I did, ma'am.  Thank you very1 

much. 2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:14:19] Correction:  Either the police or God will take care3 

of those matters.4 

MS PROULX:  [10:14:28](Interpretation)5 

Q.   [10:14:31] I'm trying to understand what you're saying.  Are you trying to say6 

that it was important for you to try to provide some kind of framework for these7 

criminals and try to put them on the right path, in a way?8 

A.   [10:14:50] Of course.  Yes, exactly.9 

Q.   [10:15:04] Would you agree that this role of adviser or a reasonable -- being a10 

reasonable person, that it was an important role to play within the Anti-Balaka11 

movement at the time, and it was a role that would help return to peace and calm?12 

A.   [10:15:28] Entirely, I entirely agree, ma'am.13 

Q.   [10:15:40] In your statement, you said that you often would speak to ComZone14 

Aimé Blaise and you criticised him or reproached him for many things.  Am I to15 

understand that he didn't listen to your advice?16 

A.   [10:15:58] No, he never listened to my advice.  He wasn't the only one; many of17 

them didn't.  He wasn't the only one not to listen; many didn't. 18 

Q.   [10:16:22] Yesterday you told us that when the Seleka left Carnot, there was no19 

longer any government or state authority, and eventually, during 2014, the authorities20 

of the transition set up operations, the international forces were there.  So my21 

question is this:  Did these transitional authorities, the gendarme, the international22 

forces, did they take any measures to crack down on the crimes committed by the23 

ComZones or any other criminals who said that they were Anti-Balaka?  Did they do24 

anything to calm things down?25 
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A.   [10:17:10] No, nothing of the sort.  Things were very fragile, volatile.  And at1 

one point, they decided to break down the door of the gendarme station.  They2 

assaulted the prefect -- the sub-prefect at his own home.  And that's the way it was,3 

ma'am.4 

Q.   [10:17:49] Would you agree with me that it was their role?  They should have5 

handled security in the town.  That was their role and their responsibility.  Do you6 

agree?7 

A.   [10:18:02] Yes.  It was their responsibility, but the state was fragile.  Everyone8 

was afraid. 9 

Q.   [10:18:21] I'd like to switch to another topic.  I'd like to ask you about your role10 

within the Anti-Balaka movement.  You said that you were the adviser, the local11 

adviser to the Anti-Balaka in Carnot, and later on you received a mandate from the12 

National Coordination in Bangui, namely, a role you received in -- on 23 May 2015. 13 

Were these the only two roles that you played within the movement?14 

A.   [10:18:58] It was only after I went to Bangui that I received a mandate to serve as15 

coordinator.  You see, I try to reconcile all of these things.  Everyone was trying to16 

serve as a guarantor.  If someone didn't want to listen to the advice, fine.  So -- well,17 

I thought that justice would arrive.  That's what I always told them, that justice18 

would ultimately prevail.  I always said that, ma'am.19 

Q.   [10:20:04] Could you describe your role as adviser and then later on as20 

coordinator.  What were your duties?21 

A.   [10:20:15] I was the coordinator. 22 

Q.   [10:20:28] Maybe my question wasn't clear.  I realise that you were a23 

coordinator, but I'm asking you exactly what did you do as coordinator.  What were24 

your tasks?25 
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A.   [10:20:42] Yes.  As coordinator, I would speak, and I would tell people to stop1 

the violence.  And the advice -- this was part of the advice I would give.  If they2 

were asking for something or asking to do something, either through MINUSCA or3 

local authorities, I would approach them, I would listen to them, and I would appear4 

alongside them to explain to the NGOs what they wanted and what they5 

needed -- what they needed to do.  That's what I did for them.  6 

If -- if there was an accident amongst themselves, they killed one another, you know,7 

or there would be injuries.  I would call Mr Francois to intervene.  He was the8 

coordinator of Médecins Sans Frontières in Carnot.  And they would be taken to the9 

hospital.  Sometimes they would be airlifted to Bangui for medical care.  10 

So, you see, I hope I've made myself understood.  That was my role in Carnot, the11 

role that I played with these Anti-Balaka members. 12 

Q.   [10:22:34] That was very clear.  Thank you very much, sir.13 

A.   [10:22:39] You're welcome.14 

Q.   [10:22:43] Now, you had various duties as regional coordinator.  Did you have15 

a deputy?16 

A.   [10:22:55] No, I don't think so.  I couldn't even take someone * as my deputy. 17 

You see, they would immediately be ready to create discord or -- and * bring burdens18 

upon me that I would not be able to bear. That is why I myself, as an educated19 

person -- I have remained by myself till then, until now.20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:23:37] Inaudible. 21 

MS PROULX:  [10:23:49](Interpretation)22 

Q.   [10:23:50] A few moments ago we were talking about the telephone contact23 

between Aimé Blaise and the coordination in Bangui.  And I'd like to specify that24 

that call was a call of 132 seconds between calls that -- well, between telephones25 
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attributed to Aimé Blaise and Emotion Namsio.  That's the only call that we were1 

able to find in the call logs from the case.  And this is the only contact between the2 

people from Carnot and the members of the agreement.3 

I would put it to you that there was no sustained link -- oh, I'm sorry.  I'll just stop4 

for a moment.5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:24:44] I would object to this line of questioning in the sense that6 

the conclusion that my colleague has just made, meaning that it's the only contact, I7 

don't think that that is in evidence, and I don't think it's substantiated either.8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:24:56] Yeah, I would also prefer it if you word it9 

a little bit differently, that you have such information, because we have discussed this10 

before, that call data records may have some significance, may tell us something, but,11 

you know, there could be a lot of different means of communication around.  So12 

please word it a little bit less strict, so to speak. 13 

MS PROULX:  [10:25:26] No problem.  Thank you, Mr President.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:25:32] You understand my point, because15 

it's -- well, as I said, it's sort of an indicia, perhaps, but -- well, we could imagine a16 

lot -- a lot of possibilities which could lead us to a contrary view.17 

MS PROULX:  [10:25:55](Interpretation)18 

Q.   [10:25:57] I'd like to repeat -- well, rather, rephrase my question to you, sir.  We19 

were talking about the -- the structure in Carnot was made up of criminals who were20 

acting out of their own self-interest.  And the documents that we have access to seem21 

to suggest that there was no contact between these people from the organisation in22 

Carnot and the people from the National Coordination, or hardly any contact before23 

the fall of 2014.24 

Would you agree with me on that point?25 
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A.   [10:26:52] In actual fact, ma'am, at the time, I wasn't there.  Aimé Blaise was the1 

ComZone.  I wasn't there, ma'am.  And I didn't know what the dealings were2 

between them and the National Coordination.  Thank you.3 

Q.   [10:27:28] Indeed, in your statement, you told us that you hadn't had any contact4 

with the National Coordination.  At least not until the Brazzaville forum; is that5 

correct?6 

A.   [10:27:40] Correct.7 

Q.   [10:27:51] Yesterday -- yesterday morning, the Prosecutor showed you a8 

document that seemed to be a list of members of the PCUD, the party founded by9 

Mr Ngaïssona late in 2014.  10 

And I make reference to yesterday's transcript, T-166, page 43, line -- 46.  And11 

regarding the political party and the people enumerated in Carnot 1 and Carnot 2,12 

these seem to be the same people who are identified as criminals on your list.  I put it13 

to you, sir, that there were several errors in the document which allegedly is a14 

document from the PCUD.  First of all, the document identifies you as a ComZone,15 

but we agree that you were never a ComZone.16 

A.   [10:29:02] I wasn't a ComZone, ma'am, no.17 

Q.   [10:29:19] You're not the only person who was incorrectly identified as a18 

ComZone.  Habib Beina recently appeared, and he was identified on this document19 

as a ComZone, along with another person, and apparently neither one were actually20 

ComZones.21 

A.   [10:29:38] No, ma'am.22 

Q.   [10:29:43] The second problem I have with this document, sir, is that -- I put it to23 

you that neither Aimé Blaise, ni Oscar Ndowe, ni Gbagaza, ni Emeric Tekafe were24 

part of the PCUD, Mr Ngaïssona's party.  Would you agree with that statement?25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:04] Please wait a second. 1 

Ms Struyven.2 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:30:08] Maybe the witness will clarify it himself, but I don't3 

know how this witness can have knowledge about the creation of a document by4 

Mr Ngaïssona.5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:16] He might know.  He can say he doesn't6 

know.  Overruled, so to speak, I think you would say in another system.7 

So please answer that question.  Do you have any information in that regard?  And8 

if so, please tell us. 9 

THE WITNESS:  [10:30:42](Interpretation) Could you please repeat the question.10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:45] You know, Madam Proulx put a couple of11 

names to you and said -- and suggested that they have never been members of the12 

PCUD.  And the question to you was, if you have information that this is correct or13 

that it is incorrect, so that they have been in the PCUD.  If you have any information14 

in that regard, with regard to the four names.  And if you want Ms Proulx to repeat15 

them   -- actually, I think she will do that. 16 

THE WITNESS:  [10:31:27](Interpretation) These people were not members of the17 

PCUD.  I was the one who would -- I was part of the PCUD until the moment when18 

we had the ceremony.  These people did not attend because they were kind of fooled19 

by Mokom.  They were misled by Mokom.  And they were misled by Mokom so20 

that they wouldn't become part of the PCUD, and they were to remain as Balaka. 21 

Otherwise, they would be in jail.22 

Now, why did Mr Ngaïssona create this movement?  It is to help us, and this is how23 

Mr Mokom misled them.  And they actually followed Mr Mokom instead of24 

Mr Ngaïssona.  And I was the only one who was at the coordination.  Thank you.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:33:02] Shortly.  The witness has also given us1 

information why he knows that.  So I think you -- he's already answered, so to speak.  2 

Please continue, Ms Proulx.3 

MS PROULX:  [10:33:20](Interpretation)  For the records, I just would like to make a4 

correction.  Page 23, I said Habib Beina.  I wanted to say Vivien Beina.  And I5 

would like to apologise for the mistake.  Page 23, line 2.6 

Q.   [10:33:40] Mr Witness, I'm going to actually suggest a third problem with this7 

PCUD document.  It has -- it is dated 10 December 2014.  Do you agree with me that8 

it's only in September 2015 that you contacted the PCUD to become a candidate for9 

that party?10 

A.   [10:34:09] Indeed, it was after the Bangui forum that I became part of the PCUD. 11 

And it's Mr Papa Dieu who gave me the official mandate.  And when I became part12 

of the PCUD, I was a deputy to the candidate in -- for Carnot 1.  I also had my13 

deputy, and we were two in the locality.  And we -- in fact, we did block our14 

coordinator out of hatred and he was disqualified.  And it's actually bothersome till15 

today. 16 

Q.   [10:35:35] When the Prosecutor showed you this document from the PCUD,17 

alongside your document on the criminals and assassins of Carnot, the suggestion18 

was implicit, the criminal actions of these people who were named - Aimé Blaise,19 

Ndowe, Emeric Tekafe and the others - was tolerated or perhaps even rewarded by20 

Mr Ngaïssona.21 

Now, I'm suggesting the opposite.  Mr Ngaïssona was neither an accomplice for the22 

crimes committed and was not turning a blind eye to the exactions committed in23 

Carnot or elsewhere.  Do you agree with what I'm saying?24 

A.   [10:36:29] Thank you, Counsel.  I would say that Mr Ngaïssona wouldn't25 
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tolerate exactions.  He wouldn't take them lightly.  He even asked the security1 

minister and Mrs Samba-Panza to track down all the delinquents, the Anti-Balaka and2 

put them in jail.  And that's what Mr Ngaïssona did.  He did not take them   -- take3 

the malefactors lightly.  He was quite harsh and strict, and this is how things4 

happened.  5 

And even in Bangui, you will -- if you see when the minister implemented the6 

decision, and Mr Ngaïssona gave the green light to do so and this is what the minister7 

did.  They tracked down the criminals to send them to jail.  Thank you.8 

Q.   [10:37:44] I just wanted to rectify something that was noted in the records9 

yesterday.  I'm going to read an extract of your response.  It was in transcript T-163,10 

page 46, and I'm talking about the real-time version in French.  And it's in line 14 to11 

20.  And perhaps it's poorly transcribed, or perhaps I did not understand.  I'm just12 

going to review that and read that to you and ask you a question.13 

You said that "Carnot 2, Gbagaza Rolland Ndote was the ComZone.  And Tekafe14 

Emeric was his deputy.  And for the sous-préfecture of Gadzi, it was Ouabilo Guy,15 

they were in Carnot 2.  So we did not have to bother with what they were doing16 

there.  But everyone I mentioned on the list are also from the coordination."17 

Now, my question - I think I've got the answer, but I just want to be sure - you're not18 

suggesting that Gbagaza Rolland Ndote, Tekafe Emeric and the others were part of19 

the National Coordination in Bangui; we agree on that?20 

A.   [10:39:20] He was before his death.21 

Q.   [10:39:29] Can I show you the organisational chart of the coordination in Bangui. 22 

We can actually take a look at it.  These names do not figure in the National23 

Coordination.  So I just want to understand what you're trying to say.24 

A.   [10:39:47] Can I give -- can I provide some clarity on the subject?  Counsel,25 
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when the Bangui coordination was under Mokom, who was the deputy of1 

Mr Ngaïssona, when he came back from exile in Congo, Kinshasa, he was2 

Mr Ngaïssona's deputy.  Shortly afterwards, this man was unsatisfied with3 

Mr Ngaïssona, and he went back to his place in PK9 to set up, to divide and create his4 

own coordination.  And it's from this point that he recovered Tekafe, Aimé Blaise, all5 

the ComZones in Carnot 2.  There are so many of them.  And this is how he6 

basically attracted all these people into his coordination.  And as they were all thirsty7 

for power and money, and they -- he recovered all of them, and he was no longer8 

listening to Ngaïssona, and these people would no longer come to the meeting as we9 

would, and we chose to remain with Mr Ngaïssona in his coordination, Counsel. 10 

This is what I can say.  I don't know if I'm making myself understood.11 

Q.   [10:41:51] Yes, it's very clear.  I know what you're saying.  They are in fact a12 

part of Mokom.  They were allies of Mokom. 13 

A.   [10:42:08] Yes, they were part of Mokom.  He was the coordinator.  And -- and14 

he actually drew them out from Bouar, Bambari, Berberati and took them to Nairobi15 

for the reconciliation with the former president.  That's what happened.  And when16 

they were back, they even wanted to kill each other because of money.17 

Q.   [10:42:52] I'd like to talk to you about your relations with the National18 

Coordination at Bangui.  In your statement, you say that the coordination would19 

issue radio messages and would contact the coordinators by phone. 20 

Do you agree with me, Mr Namsenmo, that neither the press releases nor the other21 

forms of communication that would come from the coordination, the National22 

Coordination in 2014, would never call for action against Muslims, but they would in23 

fact send out the message of reconciliation and peace?24 

A.   [10:43:41] Yes, they did ask for a cease of hostilities and asked everyone to25 
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surrender their weapons.  And this was the case.  I even have an example of1 

Mr Kamouke (phon), when I was called to Bangui for a meeting on the DDRR. 2 

Mr Nganza (phon) sent us there and we -- basically, we were talking to all the bodies3 

from the UN and the Central African Republic and the European Commission.  We4 

were all there and we were discussing affairs with Catherine Samba-Panza and we5 

were talking about the problem.  And we wanted the immediate ceasefire.  They6 

would want to proceed with the DDR and the reinsertion.  And that's how things7 

happened.  Thank you.8 

Q.   [10:45:11] You had the opportunity to meet Mr Ngaïssona face to face during9 

these meetings on some occasions; is it right?10 

A.   [10:45:30] Yes.  I approached this gentleman.  I  -- he was a calm person.  He11 

gave me a lot of advice on watching over Carnot so that things do not get -- go12 

overboard.  And he actually put me on the right track, and I went back to Carnot. 13 

Q.   [10:46:05] During your meetings in private with Mr Ngaïssona, did you hear14 

him using warmongering words?  Did you hear him encouraging or approving of15 

the crimes committed against the civilian Muslims?16 

A.   [10:46:33] No, Counsel.  Not even a single day.  In fact, he himself fled and17 

exiled himself in Cameroon and then came back to the country.  How could he even18 

say things like this?  All this is just lies.  It is not acceptable at all.19 

Q.   [10:47:04] You know Mr Ngaïssona.  You know he is a civilian.  He was not a20 

soldier.  He was not armed.  So do you agree that as general coordinator, he was21 

basically a political spokesperson for the claims made by the Anti-Balaka? 22 

A.   [10:47:23] In fact, I know him as a trader, as a shopkeeper and the spokesperson23 

for the Anti-Balaka.  He never gave any weapons.  What was he doing? 24 

Q.   [10:47:55] I just want to show you a document that you've seen during your25 
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interview with the OTP in 2018.  That's in tab 2 of the Defence binder,1 

CAR-OTP-2030-0245.  And I'm just going to wait for the document to come up on the2 

screen, and I would have some questions on that.3 

Can you see the document, please?4 

A.   [10:48:44] Yes, I can see it rather well.5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:48:51] Perhaps scroll down a little bit so that we6 

can see the text.  It's clear that -- thank you.7 

MS PROULX:  [10:49:04](Interpretation)8 

Q.   [10:49:05] There are three press releases in the document.  Perhaps I'm going to9 

give you a minute to read these press releases.  The one we can see on the screen10 

asks the Anti-Balaka to facilitate the free movement of goods and people, vehicles and11 

individual, private cars.  12 

And perhaps we can now move on to the next page.  And here we've got the press13 

release number 26, which -- which is a reminder of the Brazzaville agreements on the14 

cessation of hostilities and requires Anti-Balaka from   -- not recoursing to violence and15 

not replying to the provocation of certain armed groups.  16 

And there is a third press release on the third page, on the next page.17 

A.   [10:50:12] Yes, I've seen it.18 

Q.   [10:50:13] So you can now see this.  It's press release number 25.  And this19 

asks Anti-Balaka to allow NGO vehicles, ambulances, and the Red Cross vehicles to20 

move.21 

My question is as follows:  Such instructions and communications, is this basically in22 

line with the memory of the instructions that you have of the coordination issuing on23 

a regular basis?24 

A.   [10:50:56] Yes, absolutely.  That's exact.  I also received this press release, and25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-164-Red-ENG CT WT 22-09-2022 24/55 T



Trial Hearing                   (Open Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1042

22.09.2022          Page 25

I think it's with me in Carnot.  I had a copy of this as well in my place.1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:12] And I think in number one we have a2 

little bit of an idea when they were issued because the Brazzaville forum is mentioned. 3 

So it must have been somehow the second half of 2014, I would assume.4 

Please continue.5 

MS PROULX:  [10:51:33] You're absolutely right, Mr President.  We also benefit6 

from the testimony of other witnesses who have placed it in time.7 

Q.   [10:51:43](Interpretation) I would now like to show you another document in8 

tab 1 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2030-0243. 9 

Now, this is a radio statement.  Once again, there is no date, but this would be10 

between the Brazzaville forum and Thursday, 7 August, because we are talking of a11 

meeting.  The road -- the radio statement requires that all barriers put up by the12 

Anti-Balaka be dismantled.13 

Once again, Mr Namsenmo, this -- is this in line with what Mr Ngaïssona was14 

preaching either personally or in public?  Do you think this is faithful to his15 

commitment to establish peace and security in the region?16 

A.   [10:53:04] Exactly, Counsel.  How can you build your country -- how can he17 

destroy his country, his nation?  He always loved his people, and he's always given18 

proper advice.  He was also the head of sport, and he did not want children to erect19 

barriers.  And there was total disorder.  When you got out of Bangui to go into the20 

provinces, you would have more than a hundred barriers.  And he asked the21 

coordination team members to go and remove all these barriers.  He in fact recruited22 

teams to do so.23 

And when he was back, he was arrested.  I forgot his name, in fact.  They went to24 

remove the road barriers till Bossembélé, and when they came back, and they were25 
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arrested at PK12.  They were imprisoned at the Bangui prison in Ngaragba. 1 

Emotion, yes. And this is how Emotion was imprisoned when he was coming back. 2 

On his way back, he dismantled the illegal barriers that were implanted on the Bangui3 

road.  Thank you, Counsel.4 

Q.   [10:55:09] Do you agree, Mr Namsenmo, that the instructions and the5 

communications from the National Coordination was always in favour of peace and6 

reconciliation?  You do not remember any instruction that was sent out that wanted7 

to open up hostilities or that incited violence against the Muslim population?8 

A.   [10:55:41] Really, how could Mr Ngaïssona issue such instructions or issue such9 

press releases to destroy his own city or his legacy?  No, that cannot be done.  He10 

was always in favour of ending the hostilities.  I can be a witness for him, and I can11 

actually prove it.12 

Q.   [10:56:32] There was a witness who came some time ago.  Transcription T-45,13 

page 28, 29.  He said that the National Coordination and Mr Ngaïssona were giving14 

orders to the ComZones in Carnot and to the regional coordinators, and these orders15 

asked Muslims to leave the country or seek refuge in the church.16 

Now, are you aware that Mr Ngaïssona gave instructions of this nature with the17 

ultimate goal to drive Muslims out?18 

A.   [10:57:24] This was before me or before when I was appointed coordinator, as a19 

regional coordinator.  I do not know   -- I haven't seen anything.  I haven't heard20 

anything to this effect.  And why did he send me to reconcile with our brothers in21 

Carnot?  I initiated the first reconciliation from the Bangui coordination.  He sent22 

me to the stadiums to meet our Muslim brothers, and it's from there that I was well23 

informed of what he was doing.  He was a great mentor to me. 24 

MS PROULX:  [10:58:33] I'd just like to make a -- I see on the English transcript, page25 
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33, line 8, that the witness was interpreted as saying, "He was a great mentor to me." 1 

He actually said, "He was a great liar to me."  Which is an important -- 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:51] Can you repeat that because we have3 

some background noise.4 

MS PROULX:  [10:58:56] At line 33 -- sorry.  Page 33, line 8 of the English transcript,5 

the witness's answer was translated as, "He was a great mentor to me."  What he6 

actually said in French was, "He was a great liar," in my opinion.  So it's an7 

important difference.8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:22] Yes, indeed.9 

MS PROULX:  [10:59:25] And on that note, I think that it's a good moment to break.10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:29] Indeed.  Do you have already an11 

estimate? 12 

MS PROULX:  [10:59:33] I would expect to take the whole session but be finished13 

before lunch.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:39] Thank you.15 

We break until 11.30.16 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:59:45] All rise.17 

(Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.) 18 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.30 a.m.)19 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:30:21] All rise.20 

Please be seated.21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:30:43] Ms Proulx, you have the floor.22 

MS PROULX:  [11:30:48] Thank you, Mr President.23 

Q.   [11:30:53](Interpretation) Good morning once again.  Can you hear me?24 

A.   [11:31:01] Yes, I can hear you just fine.25 
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Q.   [11:31:08] Yesterday during your testimony, you told us that you attended some1 

meetings of the National Coordination in Bangui.  I'd like to ask you, what was2 

being discussed at those meetings? 3 

A.   [11:31:34] Well, in response to your question, I would say this:  The meetings4 

had to do with cessation of hostilities and DDR, return to society, and the free5 

movement of the population.  That's what Mr Ngaïssona was always advocating for. 6 

There was the other person who attended, Mr Nzapalainga.  He was there as well. 7 

He brought a million as a gift, and it was to buy soap for our children.  That's what I8 

remember of the meetings.  A great man like Mr Ngaïssona can't speak ill of others9 

or the children, please.  Thank you.10 

Q.   [11:33:06] Now, during this trial, the OTP has argued that Mr Ngaïssona's public11 

speeches, during which he advocated for reconciliation, were only -- were but a sham. 12 

And actually, they were just designed to cover up his true criminal intent.13 

Now, I know you can't speak on behalf of Mr Ngaïssona, or you can't read his mind14 

or know what his intentions are, but I'd like to ask you this:  At any time did you15 

have reasons to doubt Mr Ngaïssona's good faith?16 

A.   [11:33:55] Why not, ma'am?  I can always doubt.  I did not see him a single17 

day or hear him on any single day calling upon people to kill others, or to engage in18 

violence or abuse, no.  He was a great businessperson, a great -- a great man, whom I19 

know.  Please don't attempt to put such words into his mouth, ma'am.20 

Q.   [11:34:45] I'll change to another topic.  I'd like to ask you about the Anti-Balaka21 

badges.  Yesterday you mentioned them briefly during your testimony, and you said22 

that people in Bangui went to Carnot to take photographs so as to issue these badges. 23 

You explained what happened before Nairobi, before the end of 2014.  And now I24 

want to make quite sure that the goal of having these badges was to facilitate25 
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implementation of DDR and to allow   -- to allow people to distinguish between the1 

real Anti-Balaka and the fake ones. 2 

A.   [11:35:36] I completely agree.  Why?  You see, it was a matter of restoring the3 

state and MINUSCA.  So each person had to have a badge so that the true former4 

combatants could be distinguished so we could distinguish who really was a former5 

combatant and who wasn't.  They were just criminals, delinquents, killers.  That's6 

all I can say about the badges.  Thank you.7 

Q.   [11:36:27] Some witnesses came before you and also told us about these badges. 8 

They told us that, unfortunately, the badges at one point in time had been9 

counterfeited and even people traded in these badges.  Did you hear about any such10 

thing in Carnot?11 

A.   [11:36:49] I beg your pardon?  Could you explain.  What are you trying to say? 12 

What's your question?13 

Q.   [11:36:57] No problem.  I'll repeat what I said.14 

I was telling you that some witnesses have come here to this Court, witnesses who are15 

close to the coordination in Bangui or even members of the coordination, and they16 

talked about the badges.  They said that some badges were counterfeited, they were17 

fake badges, and some badges were actually sold to people who were not Anti-Balaka. 18 

There was sort of a counterfeit trade in these badges.  D id you hear of any such19 

thing?20 

A.   [11:37:39] That came out in -- during the time of Mr Mokom's National21 

Coordination, those fake badges, not during the time of Edouard Ngaïssona's22 

National Coordination.23 

Q.   [11:38:02] Did you hear about Côme Azounou and Baudouin Yangue who were24 

responsible for producing the badges, that apparently they made some fake badges 25 
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and they gave them to people who were not Anti-Balaka?  Did that ever come to1 

your attention?2 

A.   [11:38:28] Of course, yes.  They were -- between them and those wrongdoers,3 

they did create forgeries, fakes.  4 

You mentioned one fellow a few moments ago who has not been arrested.  I'm a bit5 

afraid of her, Yangue, for example.  So I'm a bit hesitant to go into the details. 6 

Thank you.7 

Q.   [11:39:21] If you have any details you'd like to give us, we can go into private8 

session.  Would you like to give us the details in private session or not? 9 

A.   [11:39:35] It wouldn't be in public, ma'am, because the trial has been -- well, has10 

been in public, on the television, in the media, covered by the press.  So I would11 

prefer us going into private session, particularly since I'm here in Bangui, and he's in12 

Bangui as well.  He has become a soldier, and his brother has become -- as has his13 

brother.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:20] No, that's fine.15 

We go to private session.  That's understandable. 16 

(Private session at 11.40 a.m.)17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:40:36] We are in private session, Mr President.18 

MS PROULX:  [11:40:43](Interpretation)19 

Q.   [11:40:44] (Redacted)20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

A.   [11:41:00] (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:45:00] (Redacted)1 

MS PROULX:  [11:45:04](Interpretation)2 

Q.   [11:45:04] (Redacted)3 

(Redacted) 4 

A.   [11:45:21] (Redacted) 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:45:29] (Redacted)6 

(Redacted) 7 

THE WITNESS:  [11:45:48](Interpretation) (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:46:17] (Redacted)13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:46:31] (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:46:36] (Redacted)18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Open session at 11.46 a.m.)20 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:46:58] We are back in open session, Mr President.21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:01] Thank you.22 

Mr Witness, one follow-up question, and please don't mention the name.  When23 

you -- in your last answer, you spoke about some events.  Do you recall when that24 

happened?  And, of course, you might not know the dates exactly, that would be 25 
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very difficult, but perhaps you have a time frame.  After Brazzaville, you know,1 

after/before Nairobi, things like that. 2 

THE WITNESS:  [11:47:40](Interpretation) After Nairobi, a number of events3 

occurred on the road between Sibut and Bangui.  Let me tell you right off the bat that4 

this was during the time of Mr Mokom's coordination.  Since he had withdrawn all5 

the ComZones who were under him, they organised themselves with some Selekas,6 

and they joined in together.  They came to Bangui to attempt to overthrow Madam7 

Samba-Panza.  That was before -- that was what they planned to do.  That was8 

before they went to the provinces.  That was after the Nairobi forum. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:52] Are you fine with that answer?  Okay. 10 

Thank you.11 

Ms Proulx.12 

MS PROULX:  [11:49:02](Interpretation)13 

Q.   [11:49:03] Let me return to the issue of the badges.  Some witnesses, members14 

of the coordination, people very close to the National Coordination in Bangui, and the15 

witnesses acknowledged -- well, they recognised, rather, a copy of a badge that had16 

been approved by Mr Ngaïssona. 17 

And just for the record, I'll give the reference.  This is CAR-OTP-2030-0230.  18 

And the badge approved by Mr Ngaïssona had on the left-hand side a dove, a symbol19 

of peace.  It was the same dove that was later to be found in the logo of the PCUD.20 

Did you ever see a model of this dove?21 

A.   [11:50:05] Do you have a copy?  If you could show it to me, please.22 

MS PROULX:  [11:50:13] I have to disclose that this is not on my list of documents.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:16] Well, that's not a problem.24 

MS PROULX:  [11:50:18] Okay.  Thank you.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:19] Even if there was an objection,1 

Ms Struyven, you know we have seen these badges so many times.  So if you can2 

please play it.  So we should not be too strict in any case.3 

MS PROULX:  [11:50:32] I appreciate the indulgence.4 

So for the -- for madam court officer, the reference, I will repeat it, is5 

CAR-OTP-2030-0230. 6 

Q.   [11:51:16](Interpretation) Can you see this on the screen, sir? 7 

A.   [11:52:02] I can see it.8 

Q.   [11:52:07] Have you seen this sort of badge before? 9 

A.   [11:52:27] Before what?  Before what, ma'am?10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:32] Well, before today, Mr Witness.  Have11 

you ever seen such badges?  Which are very distinctive, if I may say, because of the12 

dove on the upper left side 13 

THE WITNESS:  [11:52:55](Interpretation) I've seen them.14 

MS PROULX:  [11:53:00](Interpretation)15 

Q.   [11:53:01] So you've seen these before today?16 

A.   [11:53:06] I've seen them, ma'am.17 

Q.   [11:53:14] I'd like to show you something.  It's a screenshot from some video18 

footage that we saw yesterday.  Tab 11, CAR-OTP-2083-0345.  And if we could just19 

stop at second 57, timestamp 57.  This is on the evidence 2 channel.20 

Can you see this, sir?21 

A.   [11:53:55] Could you zoom in?22 

Q.   [11:54:01] Unfortunately, my colleague tells me that it's not possible to zoom in.23 

A.   [11:54:08] I've seen this before.  This is the old card, not the new one.  The ...24 

Q.   [11:54:22] Can you see the main difference, that is to say, on the left, we don't25 
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see the dove?  And when this kind of badge was shown, the person said that he had1 

never seen. 2 

A.   [11:54:41] Those ones were canceled.  But it wasn't Ngaïssona's coordination3 

that issued these cards.  And I even have some of these in my -- in my briefcase. 4 

When the young Freddy used his digital camera, he gave Aimé Blaise, the Carnot5 

ComZone, and then it was handed over to the photographer to make new6 

photographs to bring back to Bangui to Mr Ngaïssona's National Coordination to7 

issue the true, the true ID cards for the former Anti-Balaka combatants.  And it was8 

MINUSCA and the United Nations, they all knew that.  That's what I can tell you9 

from looking at the badge -- at this badge.10 

There were also fake badges issued by the other guy, the person that you asked me11 

about whose name you asked for.  You asked me about that earlier.12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:56:22] So we don't have to redact anything and13 

not to go to private session.  The witness has obviously understood.  If he doesn't14 

mention the name, there is no need for that.15 

Thank you, Mr Witness.16 

Ms Proulx.17 

MS PROULX:  [11:56:41](Interpretation)18 

Q.   [11:56:41] One last thing I'd like to point out to you on this badge is the19 

signature at the bottom to the right.  I don't know whether you can see it on your20 

screen, but I'd just like to ask you whether you might have notice that the signature21 

here is very different to the signature on the badges with the dove, the one that -- the22 

ones that you recognised yesterday as being Mr Ngaïssona's signature.  Would you23 

agree with me that this is not the same signature?24 

A.   [11:57:25] It's not the same signature.  It's an imitation.  Even the logo that you25 
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see.  It's quite different to Mr Ngaïssona's and the logo is different.  This is a fake, a1 

fake badge.  This is a fake ID card, as simple as that.  Thank you. 2 

Q.   [11:57:59] Thank you.  I'll move to another topic now.3 

I'd like to talk about Maxime Mokom.  You mentioned him earlier today.  I don't4 

want to ask you to repeat what you've already said, but just one thing that you said in5 

your statement.  Page 2107-0338 and 0339 of your statement, you said he was a6 

bandit, and you said that apparently he would join up with anyone to cause trouble7 

in Bangui.  You say he went to Carnot and he brought disorder and problems with8 

him, causing a lot of violence and abuse.9 

My question:  Approximately -- do you remember approximately when those events10 

took place?11 

A.   [11:59:04] After his return from Nairobi.  That is when he went on that tour, so12 

to speak.  He went by way of the fourth parallel and went down to Berberati.  From13 

Berberati, he went to Carnot.  He held a plenary session.  And this was -- well, this14 

closing meeting, it was to inform the children that Ngaïssona was no longer the15 

coordinator and that he was the national coordinator.  So no one, and myself, people16 

who worked under -- he explained why they had done reconciliation.  He said that17 

the Muslims would return and this would be a disaster and that they would have to18 

be killed.  I -- he said he had already been betrayed.  There was -- I -- he would -- 19 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:00:46] Message from the interpreter:  The passage is20 

unclear.  It's unclear whether the witness is repeating someone else's words or is21 

saying something on his own behalf.22 

THE WITNESS:  [12:01:00](Interpretation) He did what he wanted to do.  That's23 

what happened, ma'am.  Thank you very much.24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:01:09] Well, it was obviously words in the25 
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mouth of Mr Mokom, I think.  It was meant like that.1 

MS PROULX:  [12:01:25](Interpretation)2 

Q.   [12:01:26] Thank you, Witness.  I just -- you're saying that all this took place3 

after Nairobi.4 

A.   [12:01:34] Yes, after Nairobi.5 

Q.   [12:01:36] You said that some of the Anti-Balakas from Carnot were close to6 

Mokom.  You named Aimé Blaise, Emeric Tekafe, Ndowe and perhaps others as well. 7 

Now, do you know or did you learn that Mr Mokom could have influenced -- could8 

have had an influence on the people in Carnot, even before Nairobi, that is to say,9 

before 2014.10 

A.   [12:02:18] Many -- he influenced many people, Counsel.  They would share the11 

war spoils with him.12 

Can I just share something with you?  People from Carnot, including Aimé Blaise,13 

Gbagaza, Tekafe, they went to an office in Gazigui (phon).  In fact, they went to a14 

place in Gadzi in order to forcefully take away the cattle of an old Central African15 

person.  They took away his cattle.  There were more than 50 heads.  And they16 

took it away by force and they sold it on the road to Yaloke.  They basically got all17 

the money and they brought it to Bangui.  And they had stolen a motorbike and they18 

brought it to Bangui.  And this is what they would do.  I don't know if I'm making19 

myself understood, Counsel.20 

Q.   [12:03:53] Yes, I do understand.  I'm just trying to be sure of what you said. 21 

This happened in 2014, is that what you're saying?22 

A.   [12:04:03] Yes, indeed, 2014, 2015.23 

MS PROULX:  [12:04:08] May I have a moment, Mr President? 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:04:12] Of course.25 
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(Counsel confers) 1 

MS PROULX:  [12:04:34](Interpretation)2 

Q.   [12:04:36] In your statement - and, once again, I'm just going to quote from page3 

2107-0562, 0563 - you say that the -- some of the rare, indisciplined Anti-Balaka killed4 

people.  Now, I'd like to understand something.  You spoke about many crimes,5 

and you are attributing them to a few indisciplined Anti-Balaka elements; is that6 

right?7 

A.  [12:05:18] Some rare people.  Why am I saying that?  It's because it's not8 

everyone there.  It's just a few indisciplined Anti-Balaka elements, bandits.  They9 

are the ones who killed many people.  I was being specific and accurate. 10 

Q.   [12:05:45] So I understand that these elements that are indisciplined were just11 

out of control? 12 

A.   [12:05:56] Yes, they were beyond control.13 

Q.   [12:06:05] In your opinion, since you've actually been able to observe,14 

Mr Namsenmo, do you think that the Anti-Balaka were left to their own devices, and15 

the fact that they were living alongside civilians, that contributed to abuse and chaos?16 

A.   [12:06:33] Well, they were left to their own devices subsequently, after, once the17 

peace returned.  Of course, they were left to their own devices.  And -- and they18 

only had to make do with their job that they did before Balaka.  So who are these19 

people?  They are just miners, basically.  Each person had his work site, or the20 

father would have its work site and they would take money from the hands of21 

Muslims to -- and exploit them.  They would not actually try and do anything else.22 

Q.   [12:07:46] Do you agree with me that there are certain people, some of these23 

Anti-Balaka elements, who entered Carnot and who did not surrender, who did not24 

lay down their weapons, and who really did not have any means of livelihood? 25 
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They had no regular job, so this could have incited them to do pillaging and1 

racketing?2 

A.   [12:08:14] Exactly.  They are not disarmed as I'm speaking with you.3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:08:26] For whatever it's worth.  So I think -- yes,4 

please continue. 5 

MS PROULX:  [12:08:41](Interpretation)6 

Q.   [12:08:42] Have you heard that Mr Ngaïssona, when he became the general7 

coordinator in Bangui, had -- one of his initial claims was to billet the Anti-Balaka and8 

control them?  Did you hear about that?9 

A.   [12:09:14] Before disarmament, he wanted to actually billet the DDR, and the10 

MINUSCA wanted to billet these people and find some kind of -- billet them to11 

disarm them and then find something to do for them.  The soldiers were to12 

reintegrate -- the soldiers from   FACA were to reintegrate their own units in uniform. 13 

And this is what Mr Ngaïssona asked the international community to do so.  And14 

this is what he asked me.  And this is what I know, to the best of my knowledge. 15 

Q.   [12:10:14] Do you agree with me that, unfortunately, the Anti-Balaka elements16 

were never billeted?  And secondly, the DDR was only implemented later on, and17 

until then, the Anti-Balaka were left to their own devices?18 

A.   [12:10:38] Yes, I agree because Mr Ngaïssona by himself could not billet them. 19 

He -- he never had the resources to feed them till they were disarmed.  No.  He20 

called out in vein to the international community to help him to billet these elements. 21 

No one answered.  And this is how he -- this is how things happened.  He was calm22 

until then.23 

Q.   [12:11:24] Do you agree with me - and you're talking about the international24 

community - the Anti-Balaka were also ignored by the transition government?  That25 
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is to say, the transition government did not take initiatives or organise any projects in1 

order to improve the security in the city by disarming the Anti-Balaka and ensure2 

security, as was the role of the transition government.  Do you agree with this?3 

A.   [12:11:57] Yes, I do agree with this.  The transition government led by4 

Catherine Samba-Panza, I don't know what they were doing to stop these exactions,5 

to put an end to these exactions.  You see, Mr Ngaïssona asked the security minister6 

to put the Anti-Balaka in the prison.  So the government had to deploy its efforts to7 

billet them and disarm them and find a means of subsistence.8 

So instead of just abandoning them, they -- the government should have ensured that9 

the community violence is mitigated and employ them in agricultural practices and10 

other occupations, but the government of Catherine Samba-Panza did not do so. 11 

And this is basically what aggravated the existing situation of *these former12 

Anti-Balaka elements.  Thank you so much.13 

Q.   [12:13:29] In your statement, you have explained that -- it's in 2015 that you14 

started reporting to Mr Ndomate.  You said that Mr Ndomate asked you to resolve15 

the problems of Carnot and address the exactions and also recall -- have recalls to16 

authorities, local authorities and MINUSCA.  Do you agree with the advice provided17 

by Ndomate?18 

A.   [12:14:04] Of course, Counsel.  How could I possibly refuse heeding to these19 

advices?  That was the way. 20 

Q.   [12:14:22] In your statement, in page 2107-0546, the investigator from the OTP21 

reminds you or draws your attention to the fact that the National Coordination did22 

not suggest anything else to help things in Carnot, other than calling the MINUSCA. 23 

My question is:  Were there other options, were there other alternatives?24 

A.   [12:15:01] The coordination was rather fragile and it really did not have the25 
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money to help out the Anti-Balaka -- the former Anti-Balaka soldiers.  Otherwise,1 

after the reconciliation in Bangui -- in fact, I attended this.  Mr Ngaïssona sent me to2 

attend the reconciliation meeting.  And there was an NGO called OIM, and we asked3 

a few rare Seleka elements that wanted to be free, because they were camped there. 4 

So we wanted to know who wanted to go to Barthelemy and to Carnot.  There were5 

about 12 people who accepted to go to Carnot and live with us together.  And this is6 

why the community sent us.  And we were basically doing cash for work.  We7 

were -- every -- about -- we had a pocket money of 20,000 francs every ten days, and8 

each entity would work -- would take *turns in groups of ten people, and we were9 

engaging in community work.  And this was good because it bought -- contributed10 

to reducing community violence.  And then you see the Central Africans who were11 

absolutely obsessed with money did not want to do this community work, and they12 

left.  So this is what I can tell you.13 

Q.   [12:17:20] Was it the coordination's role or was it in its resources to come and14 

arrest the malefactors in Carnot and step in for the international forces or the15 

gendarmerie?16 

A.   [12:17:41] This was not the role of the coordination.  What power did the17 

coordination have to come and arrest criminals and put them in jail?  As I said,18 

Mr Ngaïssona called upon Catherine Samba-Panza's transition government, and the19 

Minister of Security and gave his opinion.  And they were the ones who were20 

supposed to make the efforts to arrest the Balaka bandits and put them in jail, and this21 

is what Mr Ngaïssona did and that happened.  And even at my place, at Carnot, they22 

asked the MINUSCA to arrest these people.  The MINUSCA at my place in Carnot23 

did not know the faces of these men.  I even tried to give them the photo of -- or tell24 

them to the MINUSCA in Cameroon.  They wanted to arrest others as well, and25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-164-Red-ENG CT WT 22-09-2022 41/55 T



Trial Hearing                        (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1042

22.09.2022          Page 42

some of them actually fled to the peripheral parts of the city.  Thank you so much,1 

Counsel.2 

Q.   [12:19:16] You said in your statement, 2107-0538 and 0539, that during the initial3 

conversation you had with Mr Ngaïssona on the problems prevailing in Carnot,4 

Mr Ngaïssona said that he would talk to the MINUSCA, and you said that, after a5 

week, the MINUSCA general came to Carnot.  Now, I understand that Mr Ngaïssona6 

took immediate action after you reported the problems in Carnot. 7 

A.   [12:19:57] Yes, he did react immediately, very promptly.  And he spoke to the8 

general of MINUSCA --  9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:20:07] The name was inaudible, sorry.10 

THE WITNESS:  [12:20:10](Interpretation) He came on a helicopter to Berberati -- no,11 

to Carnot, in fact, at about 10 or 11.  I was at home and I was called.  In fact, the12 

town hall called me, and I rushed with my vice president of social cohesion.  And13 

the -- we were given advice on social cohesion.  And the bandits were supposed to14 

be handed over to MINUSCA.  And all this for peace to come back on a long-term15 

basis.  Thank you so much, Counsel.16 

MS PROULX:  [12:20:57](Interpretation)17 

Q.   [12:20:59] Thank you.  Once again, I'm moving on to another topic.  I'd like to18 

very briefly come back to certain pictures you saw with the OTP yesterday.  But I'm19 

just going to show you very short extracts.  I just would like to start with a document20 

which is in tab 3, the Prosecution binder, CAR-OTP-2001-7012.  And I would like21 

you to see this 40-second footage, starting from the time stamp 11:58 to 12:40.22 

Now, for the interpreters, I haven't noted anything for them.  It's document 39 on the23 

OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2130-1176.  And there is a second one which the reference24 

number is 2130-1298, in tab 41.25 
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For the interpreters, the interpretation is not very important.  It's just to have a view1 

of the people we can see in the video.2 

So we're going to show   you the video now. 3 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:23:29](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 5 

"Many of these young people who were left to their devices were drunk.  After the6 

crisis, everyone -- before the crisis, they were working in the diamond mines, all of7 

them, Christians, Muslims alike.  They killed our families, and now we've driven8 

them out.  And now there's peace in the country.  Before that, it was different.  All9 

the people who were -- who were in the market were not there.  There were only10 

Muslims who had shops, and we really couldn't get through so we took everything.  11 

We are going to kill them.  12 

We are going to slit their throats like chicken.  We are going to cut their throats with13 

machetes."14 

MS PROULX:  [12:24:15](Interpretation)15 

Q.   [12:24:16] Witness, this footage you saw yesterday, you recognised a person,16 

Oscar Ndowe.  My question is on another subject.  You see that the journalist in the17 

report identifies all these people as Anti-Balaka, but we can see that none of them are18 

armed.  None of them have visible gris-gris on them.  They do not have any19 

distinctive sign.20 

So my question to you is:  How can you make a distinction between a civilian from21 

an element who belongs to the Anti-Balaka? 22 

A.   [12:25:06] To differentiate a civilian from an Anti-Balaka, when an Anti-Balaka23 

has -- is wearing the gris-gris or magical amulets to go to the bush, you'll immediately24 

know that the person is an Anti-Balaka.  If they are in the city, you will never know. 25 
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Even the civilian -- even the civilians have paid for these gris-gris, these magical1 

amulets for their protection.  And when they're wearing them, you'll know if it's an2 

Anti-Balaka or a civilian wear for their protection.  So the Anti-Balaka are completely3 

different.  The civilian will not wear all the gris-gris, just two or three.  But the4 

Anti-Balaka will be completely imbibed, so to speak, with this gris-gris.  The -- his5 

clothes would be boiled in the remedy.  And when you see the gris-gris, you will6 

know that he's an Anti-Balaka.  Thank you so much, Counsel.7 

Q.   [12:26:54] Thank you so much.8 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 9 

Q.   [12:27:07] I'm sorry, we started it a bit too early.  I think we really are eager to10 

finish off with this, Witness.  Right.11 

I'm going to show you a very short extract of another video that you saw yesterday. 12 

It's document 5 in the Prosecution binder, CAR-OTP-2019-1359.  And I would like to13 

show you the time stamp 4:30 to 4:40.  14 

For the interpreters, the translation -- or, in fact, the transcription is in tab 40,15 

CAR-OTP-2130-1204, and also in tab 42, CAR-OTP-2130-1332.16 

Yes, we can start the video, please.17 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:28:29](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 19 

"The Muslims are in the church.  They are the Seleka.  They escaped death.  We're20 

going to find them and we're going to kill them.  We, the Anti-Balaka, we will find21 

those Muslims because this is our country."22 

MS PROULX:  [12:28:43](Interpretation)23 

Q.   [12:28:44] Witness, you identified this person wearing a red tank top.  You said24 

he is Zele Bambari.  And we can hear him clearly in the video.  And he says he is an25 
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Anti-Balaka.  He says, "We, the Anti-Balaka."  Now, in your declaration, you're1 

clearly saying, and it's on page 2 -- on page 2107-0672 and 0674 and you clearly said2 

that Zele is not an Anti-Balaka.  And I am going to refer you to other witnesses who3 

say they agree with you.  So I'm referring to page 2556, and in paragraph 189 of4 

his -- of their statement, the reference is CAR-OTP-2127-0126.  And there is another5 

witness as well, another individual, 3131, CAR-OTP-2108-0043, in paragraph 139.6 

Now, there are three of you saying that he's not an Anti-Balaka, but he's saying he is. 7 

Now, after all this preface, I just wanted to know, is it -- does it happen quite often8 

that people declare themselves -- proclaim themselves to be Anti-Balaka whilst they9 

are not?   10 

A.   [12:30:27] Now, thank you so much for that question, Counsel.  I would say no,11 

because Mr Zele is not an Anti-Balaka, but he is a bandit.  Even before he committed12 

exactions and the authority -- he was well known by the authorities.  He worked as a13 

loader at the goods station.  He actually fought with one of his colleagues.  And he14 

had a dragon in the hand to kill his brother. He boxed him on the nose.  He broke15 

his nose.  And he was actually taken to prison in Bangui.  This is what I know about16 

this person from Bambari.  He even slit the throat of a woman, took her head and17 

sold it.  We don't know who sent him, but it was done for money.  And this was18 

said.  These were his actions.  This happened in Carnot.  He is not Anti-Balaka. 19 

He was a criminal well before.  And that's perhaps why he is saying he's an20 

Anti-Balaka.  Thank you.21 

Q.   [12:32:17] A little while ago you told us that when they were in the town, people22 

couldn't know who was Anti-Balaka and who wasn't.  On our side, we had criminals23 

who claimed to be Anti-Balaka but weren't.  So my question is this:  Quite simply,24 

the civilians in Carnot who had nothing to do with the Anti-Balaka, would you agree25 
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with me that there wasn't really any way for them to determine who was truly an1 

Anti-Balaka and who wasn't, and thus for that reason, crimes were committed by2 

mere bandits, criminals that were wrongly attributed to Anti-Balaka members?3 

A.   [12:33:18] Indeed.  Others -- other people did things.  Anti-Balaka members4 

did things too. 5 

Q.   [12:33:38] Thank you.  I'm now moving on to my last topic.  I have some6 

questions that are bit a more personal, just to finish.  We learned from the Victims7 

and Witness Section that after the events you converted to Islam?8 

A.   [12:34:02] No, it wasn't after.  Otherwise, ever since I was at school in Baoro in9 

sixth form, I met a neighbourhood girl who I liked very much, a Muslim girl, and I10 

asked her to marry me.  And she said, "Go talk to my parents."  So that was when I11 

converted to Islam.  It was to marry her.  And we've had three children; two boys12 

and a girl.  I married an Mbororo girl, a Peuhl girl from the Boram (phon) Village, 2013 

kilometres away.  I also married her, and I've had five children with her.  So I14 

converted to Islam just for those women.  That's why I converted.  It was for the15 

purposes of marriage.  It was the custom.  If you needed to marry an Islam girl, you16 

had to convert before you married her.  Thank you, ma'am.17 

Q.   [12:35:25] So you were Muslim before the crisis?18 

A.   [12:35:28] Before the crisis.  And all those with whom we lived were also my19 

brothers-in-law.  My wife spoke their kind of language.  And I would call those20 

people brother-in-law.  There was -- there was no background or back story amongst21 

us.  We were all together. 22 

Q.   [12:36:06] In the video footage that we just looked at, I'm not going to play it23 

again, but I think you saw some footage yesterday in which you appear in an24 

interview.  This is tab 5, OTP binder.  And if we move now to tab 40 of the25 
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transcript of this footage, page -- CAR-OTP-2130-1204.  If we could move to 1 

page 1209.2 

Now, the reporter who is narrating introduces you and says that you are a person3 

who benefited from the Carnot events.  I'll read it in English.4 

(Speaks English) "Among those benefiting from the power shift is Barthelemy5 

Namsenmo, the regional coordinator for the Anti-Balaka."6 

(Interpretation) My question to you, sir, is this: This reading of the facts of the7 

journalist, the fact -- well, this account that you benefited from the events, do you8 

dismiss or reject this particular reading?9 

A.   [12:37:46] I beg your pardon?  Interpretation of what? 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:37:56] Well (Overlapping speakers) 11 

THE WITNESS:  [12:37:57](Interpretation) Could you put the question again.12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:37:59] Mr Witness, we have watched this video13 

footage yesterday, and when you appeared on this video footage, it was introduced14 

by the speaker that you were one of those who benefited from the events in Carnot. 15 

So did you benefit from the events in Carnot, or do you reject that? 16 

THE WITNESS:  [12:38:29](Interpretation) Please, your Honour, could I ask you a17 

question, please?  Take advantage in -- benefit in what way?  Could you please18 

shed light on that or explain that.  Could you explain.19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:47] I don't explain anything, Mr Witness. 20 

Perhaps Ms Proulx can explain in what context this was said.  This gives you21 

perhaps more background information.  But it is about -- this was the introduction to22 

you speaking shortly on the video footage.23 

Please continue, Ms Proulx.24 

MS PROULX:  [12:39:14](Interpretation) 25 
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Q.   [12:39:15] Maybe I wasn't clear enough, sir.  I apologise.  I'll give you more1 

background.2 

A.   [12:39:22] Okay.3 

Q.   [12:39:23] Do you remember this footage in which you speak into the camera -- 4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:39:29] Overlapping.5 

MS PROULX:  [12:39:34](Interpretation)6 

Q.   [12:39:34] You are introduced as a person who apparently benefited from the7 

conflict, and it hints that you took control of mines that used to belong to Muslim8 

people, and thus, you benefited from the crisis.  9 

And my question to you is this:  Do you think that this interpretation by the10 

journalist, is this interpretation fair, correct, accurate, in light of your own experience?11 

A.   [12:40:04] It is entirely false.  This is a misinterpretation.  What you see here,12 

my father was a great diamond worker or artisan.  I too was and am a diamond13 

artisan in Carnot.  I come from a family that works in the diamond industry.  So14 

when I was interviewed, I took them right to my father's site, my father who has died. 15 

And I am the heir.  So, you see, I had these ex-fighters work this site so that they16 

would have some way to support themselves.  And they saw how diamond -- well,17 

how the diamond industry works.  And others misinterpreted this.  They said that18 

the former combatants were working in the diamond industry in exchange for19 

weapons, or that diamonds were being taken to Mr Ngaïssona to buy weapons.  An20 

entire pack of lies.  These are lies about that great gentleman.21 

I have evidence that -- you see, when you are working in the diamond industry and22 

you find something, you strike a deal.  And if it's five million, the owner of the23 

field -- well, some money goes to the owner, some money goes to the children.  So24 

the money is shared to support the family.  So that is why I took them there.  And it25 
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was thanks to that that they discovered that I was in the diamond industry.  1 

You can't take the Muslims' fields by force and exploit these diamond fields.  I was2 

an adviser.  I was in LTP, an organisation organised by the NRC, the Norwegian3 

Council for Refugees, and they said that the land and the housing and the property,4 

that I was doing outreach and awareness raising.  They gave me some sound5 

equipment for my social cohesion party.  You see?6 

So I did do this outreach and awareness raising in Carnot.  And, you see, to go out7 

into the bush, I didn't have the means to transport the sound equipment, this8 

donation from the NRC.  9 

Have I made myself understood?  Thank you very much.10 

Q.   [12:43:55] I'd like to briefly touch back on one thing, a follow-up question.  This11 

was the opinion of a journalist.  It was his interpretation of the events, and you say12 

that this was unfair to you.13 

At the time of the crisis, did you know that other media, national or international14 

media, who gave partial interpretations as well, who attacked Anti-Balaka on all15 

fronts, for everything that had gone wrong in the Central African Republic?16 

A.   [12:44:44] Others?  I was not at home.  Perhaps at the Catholic mission or17 

elsewhere in the town, but I was not involved.  I was not at home.  No.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:02] Please move on.  This was too -- this19 

question was too generic, so to speak.20 

MS PROULX:  [12:45:13] If I may, I'll try to rephrase it in a very simple manner.21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:19] Well, whatever the answer will be worth,22 

give it a try.  You know, what I mean by that, whatever the answer will be worth, if I23 

witness says, "Okay, I have heard some other unfair accusations by journalists,"24 

well ...25 
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MS PROULX:  [12:45:44] That's fair enough.  I will move on.1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:47] Please.2 

MS PROULX:  [12:45:50](Interpretation)3 

Q.   [12:45:53] Now, sir, in the corrections that you made to your statement - and this4 

is page 2107-0680 - you said that ever since the time of the events, Carnot has been a5 

city of peace.6 

My question to you -- and I think this will be my last question:  Would you agree7 

with me that Mr Ngaïssona, as the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka, had a8 

positive influence to help ensure that peace would return to Carnot?9 

A.   [12:46:48] Influence by whom?  Could you put the question again.10 

Q.   [12:46:59] I'm sorry.  Maybe my questions aren't clear enough.  I'm sorry.  Let11 

me repeat.12 

Carnot became the town of peace.  I'm asking you this:  Could you attribute this to13 

Mr Ngaïssona?  Do you think that his actions helped ensure that Carnot become the14 

town of peace that it is today?15 

A.   [12:47:26] Right away, I would say that it was thanks to Mr Ngaïssona16 

that -- who initiated me by sending me to some events for reconciliation.  For17 

example, the stadium with -- the 20,000-person stadium.  And that's why the town of18 

Carnot has become a town of reconciliation and peace.  That's all I can tell you,19 

ma'am.20 

Q.   [12:48:05] I have one last question.  This will truly be my last question.21 

You came here and you said many good things about Mr Ngaïssona.  Some22 

observers might think that you were lacking in impartiality and that you came here to23 

absolve Mr Ngaïssona, to help him evade justice, to relieve him of responsibility for24 

certain events.  Would you agree with that interpretation?  Or on the contrary, did 25 
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you come here to tell the truth about what you knew, what you know about1 

Mr Ngaïssona?2 

A.   [12:48:49] I am here to tell the truth.  I said that the other day.  I swore on oath3 

that I would tell the truth.  I'm not for Mr Ngaïssona or for anyone else.  I am here4 

to tell my truth to the court, ma'am.5 

Q.   [12:49:10] Thank you very much, sir, for taking the time to answer all my6 

questions, and that truly was my last question.  7 

I have concluded my cross-examination. 8 

A.   [12:49:22] Thank you as well.  And I thank the Court.9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:26] Thank you very much, Ms Proulx.10 

Ms Dimitri has a question, I have been informed.11 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:49:32] Thank you, Mr President.  It's going to be very short, with12 

your leave, and in private session, please.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:37] Private session.14 

(Private session at 12.49 p.m.)15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:49:49] We are in private session, Mr President.16 

QUESTIONED BY MS DIMITRI:  (Interpretation)17 

Q.   [12:49:57] (Redacted)18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

A.   [12:50:12] (Redacted) 21 

Q.   [12:50:14] (Redacted)22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

A.   [12:51:18] (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Q.   [12:51:32] (Redacted)9 

A.   [12:51:42] (Redacted) 10 

Q.   [12:51:47] (Redacted)11 

A.   [12:51:52] (Redacted) 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:51:54] (Redacted)13 

(Open session at 12.52 p.m.)14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:52:11] We are in open session, Mr President.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:13] Well, I had assumed that there will be no16 

further questions, but I'm obviously wrong.  17 

Actually, I'm   -- okay, yeah, Ms Struyven.18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:52:18] Yes, Mr President, we have one small area of clarification19 

to ask this witness.  It would not be longer than five minutes.20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:26] Okay, then please start.21 

QUESTIONED BY MS STRUYVEN:  (Interpretation)22 

Q.   [12:52:32] Good morning, once again, Mr Witness.  We spent a lot of time23 

looking at the Anti-Balaka ID card of Mr Wokene Brice, if you remember, and you24 

were asked a lot of questions about the signature that appears on this ID card.  And25 
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I'd like to ask you whether you remember amongst the Anti-Balaka or did you hear1 

about Richard Bejouane?2 

MS PROULX:  [12:53:05] I'm sorry.  I don't understand why the question stems from3 

my cross-examination since she herself showed the same badge yesterday and4 

actually had the screen stopped on it.  So these questions could have been asked5 

yesterday.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:53:16] Yeah, I -- actually, I tend to agree at this7 

point.8 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:53:21] But it was -- I think, contrary to the other cards we have9 

in evidence, where the same signature appears - and I can give your Honours the10 

ERN numbers of those cards - the Defence has now suggested that this is a false card11 

and that the -- 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:53:32] Okay.  Yeah, yeah, you're right. 13 

Continue.  You're right.14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:53:35] And I can maybe -- for the record, I can give the ERNs.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:53:37] Yeah, yeah, yeah.  Please do that.  You16 

are right.17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:53:41] So the ERNs of the two other cards that we have, the18 

same identity cards with the same line and the same signature, are19 

CAR-OTP-2136-0257 and 2136-0223.20 

Q.   [12:53:59](Interpretation) So, Mr Witness, the question is this:  Do you21 

remember Richard Bejouane, someone by that name?  And did you have an22 

opportunity to see his signature, which is also found at tab 8 of the documents we23 

placed on our list of materials?  CAR-OTP-2025-0380, in particular page 0384, row 12. 24 

That's the row   where we see the signature of Richard Bejouane.25 
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I'd like to ask you, Witness:  Are you familiar with his signature?  Richard1 

Bejouane. 2 

A.   [12:54:55] No.  How   -- what do you mean?  Why would I be familiar with his3 

signature?  I don't know him.  Thank you. 4 

Q.   [12:55:04] Have you heard about Richard Bejouane who was part of the5 

coordination?6 

A.   [12:55:15] Which person's coordination, please?7 

Q.   [12:55:19] The Anti-Balaka -- the National Coordination of the Anti-Balaka.8 

MS PROULX:  Excuse me.9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  (Overlapping speakers)10 

THE WITNESS:  [12:55:27] (Interpretation) There were two.11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:55:30] Over --12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:55:33] So we finish this now.  And it belongs to13 

the same issue, and you can continue on that.14 

So the question is:  Do you know a Mr Richard Bejouane?15 

THE WITNESS:  [12:55:50](Interpretation) No, I don't, your Honour.16 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:55:57](Interpretation)17 

Q.  [12:55:59] So, when you were in contact with the National Coordination, he18 

wasn't amongst you, is that what you're telling us?19 

A.   [12:56:09] Exactly.20 

Q.   [12:56:10] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:56:13] I think that had to be clarified, indeed.  22 

So we thank you very much, Mr Witness.  This concludes your testimony.  On23 

behalf of the Chamber, I would like to thank you for your patience, asking questions24 

for several days now and having made yourself available in these proceedings to help25 
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assist the Chamber to establish the truth.1 

Mr Namsenmo, we wish you a safe trip back home.2 

THE WITNESS:  [12:56:48](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.3 

(The witness is excused) 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:56:50] This also concludes the hearing for today.5 

The Court is adjourned.6 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:56:55] All rise.7 

(The hearing ends in open session at 12.56 p.m.)8 
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