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Situation: Central African Republic II 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard 4 

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/18 5 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and 6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung 7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1 8 

Thursday, 29 April 2021 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.30 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:30:59] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:29] Good morning, everyone. 14 

Could the court officer please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:31:36] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

The situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Mr Alfred Yekatom and Mr Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference 18 

ICC-01/14-01/18. 19 

And for the record, we are in open session. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:51] Thank you. 21 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  We start with the Prosecution. 22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:31:56] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   23 

For the Prosecution today we have Kweku Vanderpuye, Sylvie Wakchom, and 24 

myself, Olivia Struyven. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:05] Thank you. 1 

Ms Massidda. 2 

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:32:08] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   3 

For the team of lawyers representing the victims of the other crimes attending 4 

the hearing today, Mr Yaré Fall and myself, Paolina Massidda. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:21] Thank you.   6 

Mr Suprun. 7 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:32:23] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your Honours.  8 

Appearing today on behalf of the former child soldiers, Nadia Galinier, associate legal 9 

officer, and myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of Public Counsel for 10 

Victims.  Thank you. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:36] Thank you.   12 

And we turn to the Defence, Ms Dimitri first. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:32:40] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your Honours.  14 

Mr Yekatom, who is present in the courtroom this morning, is represented by our 15 

associate counsel, Mr Thomas Hannis; our legal consultant, Maître Justine Bernatchez; 16 

and myself, Mylène Dimitri. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:55] Thank you.   18 

And Mr Knoops. 19 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:32:56] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  In 20 

the courtroom is present Mr Ngaïssona, and I'm assisted today by 21 

Ms Despoina Eleftheriou, case manager, and Elsa Bohne, intern on our team.  Thank 22 

you. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:08] Thank you.   24 

And I see that we have the witness at the video-link location.   25 
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Good morning, Mr Witness.  Can you hear and understand me well? 1 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1577 2 

(The witness speaks English) 3 

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 4 

THE WITNESS:  (Microphone not activated) 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:22] (Microphone not activated) not hear 6 

the witness, frankly speaking, so we have to fix this. 7 

THE WITNESS:  [9:33:27] Can you hear me now? 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:30] Yeah, now I can hear you. Could you -- 9 

THE WITNESS:  (Overlapping speakers)  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:31] And I understand that you hear us well. 11 

THE WITNESS:  [9:33:34] I hear you fine. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:35] Mr Witness, there should be a card with 13 

the solemn undertaking in front of you.  Would you please be so kind to read the card 14 

out aloud. 15 

THE WITNESS:  [9:33:47] I solemnly declare that I will speak the truth, the whole 16 

truth and nothing but the truth. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:51] Thank you.  You are now under oath.  I 18 

want to reiterate to you that, as you have just sworn, you have to speak the truth.  It is 19 

an offence within the jurisdiction of this Court to give false testimony.   20 

Before we start with your examination and questioning, a few practical matters:  21 

Everything we say here in this courtroom is written down and interpreted in different 22 

languages and to allow for the interpreters to follow, we have to speak at a relatively 23 

slow pace and please only start speaking when the person who has asked you 24 

a question has finished and perhaps even wait a couple of seconds when you start 25 
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with your answer. 1 

I think that's all for the preliminaries.   2 

We turn to the Prosecution.  You know that you have to establish the preconditions of 3 

Rule 68(3).  Ms Struyven, you have the floor. 4 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:34:38] Thank you.  Mr President. 5 

QUESTIONED BY MS STRUYVEN:  6 

Q.   [9:34:41] Good morning, Mr Witness.  We met before.  My name is 7 

Olivia Struyven, I am a member of the Office of the Prosecutor and I will be asking 8 

you questions today and possibly tomorrow.   9 

Now, before we start, I have three remarks.  I don't know if you can see me properly.  10 

I have three remarks.  So first remark is that the fact that the Chamber has allowed 11 

your testimony to proceed with protective measures and I will explain to you in 12 

closed session how we will proceed in this respect.  The second -- 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:15] May I shortly interrupt.  I assume that since 14 

you know this Chamber already a little bit that you have an idea how we can proceed 15 

here without having to take recourse too much to private session.  Yes, thank you. 16 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:35:31] Yes, your Honour.  And I will propose the agreements to 17 

proceed in closed session. 18 

Q.   [9:35:35] And the second remark before we start is of course that if you have 19 

any -- if my questions are not clear or you need more information to be able to answer 20 

the question, just raise the matter and I will try to clarify my questions. 21 

Now, in terms of the actual examination, I will first ask you a few basic questions 22 

about your identity.  We will then move to what we call seek to submit your 23 

statement into evidence under what we call a Rule 68(3) procedure.   24 

It's technical, 25 
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but we have to go through a few steps for -- for this procedure to -- to -- for 1 

the conditions of this procedure to be fulfilled.  And then I will actually move to 2 

the content of your statement. 3 

And so I think that for the questions regarding the witness's identity we need to go 4 

into closed session. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:29] Yeah, then we will do that.   6 

Closed session -- or private session.  Always the same.  But I repeat what you say, you 7 

see.   8 

(Private session at 9.36 a.m.) *(Reclassified partially in public)  9 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:36:45] We are in private session, Mr President. 10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:36:51] 11 

Q.   [9:36:51] Now, Mr Witness, for the record can you provide us with your full 12 

name?  13 

A.   [9:36:57] My name is (Redacted). 14 

Q.   [9:37:03] And can you give us your date of birth? 15 

A.   [9:37:07] (Redacted)   16 

Q.   Now, as part of the procedure to submit your prior statements into evidence, I 17 

will ask you a few questions about that.  As mentioned, they are quite technical 18 

questions.   19 

The first question, is it correct that you gave a statement to the Office of the 20 

Prosecutor between 26 and 28 June 2018?  21 

A.   [9:37:38] That's correct.  22 

Q.   [9:37:43] And that you gave a second statement to the Office of the Prosecutor on 23 

29 and 30 August 2018? 24 

A.   [9:37:53] Yes, that's correct.  25 
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Q.   [9:38:00] Is it correct that you were provided with those statements and what we 1 

call associated documents during the course of this week for you to familiarise 2 

yourself with these documents?  3 

A.   [9:38:11] Yes, that's correct.  4 

Q.   [9:38:18] And having read them, do you believe that the statements you made in 5 

2018 and the documents that are associated to those statements are true and accurate, 6 

or are there any corrections you would like to make to those statements or 7 

documents?  8 

A.   [9:38:35] They are true and accurate and I don't need to make any corrections.  9 

Q.   [9:38:46] Do you have any objection to the admission of your statements into 10 

evidence? 11 

A.   [9:38:50] No objections. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:55] I think the preconditions for Rule 68(3) are 13 

fulfilled.  You may proceed. 14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:39:00] Thank you, Mr President.  And maybe as a preliminary 15 

remark we have asked that the two statements and the (Redacted) are printed and  16 

that they be provided to the witness so that we can facilitate the examination on those 17 

items, also because it's an AVL connection and it's more difficult to show him 18 

particular -- 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:20] That makes absolute sense.  And you know 20 

that the judges are more -- sometimes we like the analogue procedure more than 21 

the digital one.  You know that already. 22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:39:32] And then maybe a last remark, your Honours.  There are 23 

a few (Redacted) that are not in the (Redacted).  Also sometimes because I would  24 

like to show the witness a very specific part of the (Redacted), but in that case I will  25 
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ask the court officer to still call the (Redacted) digitally. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:50] Fine.  And from my understanding, what 2 

we have on our table here is, the one I mention, this is what the witness also has?  3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:39:57] Yes. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Okay.  Fine. 5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:39:58] This witness has this (Redacted) and then two statements,  6 

the two statements. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:03] Fine.  Thank you. 8 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:40:08] 9 

Q.   [9:40:09] Sir, as mentioned earlier, in respect of your protective measures, as you 10 

were explained I'm sure, we -- we can switch between what we call public session and 11 

private session at the ICC.  There is a 30-minutes delay between the live testimony 12 

and the broadcast to the public, so there is always the possibility to recall certain 13 

information before it is broadcast to the public, so we always have a 30 minutes 14 

buffer.   15 

Now in terms of your examination, I think that once we have established or we have 16 

gone into questions related to your -- your background, the work you have done 17 

from -- (Redacted), I think we -- and maybe a few additional questions  18 

about (Redacted), we can -- we can actually proceed with your  19 

examination in public session provided that we respect a few rules.   20 

I think the first rule should be that we do not of course mention (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  That's the first thing.   22 

The second, I think we should not mention the specific (Redacted).  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  2 

That also means that everything (Redacted)   3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

But I think for all the other information related to the other villages I think we can still 6 

do that in public session provided that (Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

I also would not mention any (Redacted)   9 

(Redacted)  10 

And then of course most importantly, (Redacted)   11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

Of course if there is any doubt or if there's anything you would like to -- to say and 20 

that you believe cannot be said in public session, then we would go into private 21 

session.  So you can just raise that and then I seek the -- the authorisation of 22 

the Chamber to go back into private session. 23 

And so I think, in any event, the questions related to (Redacted)   24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) will need to be dealt with in closed session. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:39] That sounds reasonable.  So we stay for 2 

the moment, I assume, in private session. 3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:43:46] Yes.  So I will group all these questions in -- 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:50] Absolutely.  No, no, that's very good. 5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:43:53] 6 

Q.   [9:43:54] Now, in terms of your background, Mr Witness, is it correct that you 7 

have been a (Redacted)  8 

A.   [9:44:03] Yes, that's correct.  9 

Q.   [9:44:05] And so (Redacted)   10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

A.   [9:44:32] Yes, that's correct.  14 

Q.   [9:44:39] And (Redacted)   15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

A.   [9:44:59] Yes, that's correct.  19 

Q.   [9:45:04] And in respect of the Central African Republic, (Redacted)   20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

A.   [9:45:28] Yes, that's correct.  24 

Q.   [9:45:32] (Redacted)   25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)? 2 

A.   [9:45:48] Yes, that's correct.  3 

Q.   [9:45:52] And I will briefly go over (Redacted).  (Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted).  And this is in paragraph 17 of your first statement.  I think you have  7 

the dates there? 8 

A.   [9:46:19] Yes.  Yeah, that's correct.  9 

Q.   [9:46:23] (Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

A.   [9:46:57] Yes, that's correct.  16 

Q.   [9:47:01] (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

A.   [9:47:32] Yes, that's correct. 23 

Q.   [9:47:34] (Redacted)   24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

A.   [9:47:53] Yes, that's correct. 2 

Q.   [9:48:00] And in addition (Redacted)   3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

A.   [9:48:25] Yes, that's correct.  9 

Q.   [9:48:29] And just for the sake of completeness - we're still in closed session - 10 

during those (Redacted)   11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

A.   [9:48:46] Yes, that's correct. 14 

Q.   [9:48:51] And in addition to (Redacted)   15 

(Redacted)  16 

A.   [9:49:02] Yes, that's correct. 17 

Q.   [9:49:03] And so again very briefly, (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

A.   [9:49:22] Yes, that's correct. 21 

Q.   [9:49:23] And (Redacted)   22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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A.   [9:49:47] Yes, that's correct.  1 

Q.   [9:49:50] Thank you for that. 2 

I will now ask you basic questions about (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

Is it correct that during your first and your second interview you provided over (Redacted)   5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

A.   [9:50:12] Yes, that's correct.  8 

Q.   [9:50:15] (Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

Q.   [9:51:25] (Redacted) (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

A.   (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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 24 

A.   [9:54:26] Yeah, that's correct.  25 
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Q.   [9:54:30] Thank you.  Now before we move to the substance, I still have four 1 

questions about four documents you provided or commented on during your 2 

interview.  And then I think we can move back into open session.   3 

The first question is about (Redacted):  (Redacted)  4 

(Redacted).  For the record this is CAR-OTP-2001-2237, it's in tab 1.   5 

Sir, were you able to review this document? 6 

A.   [9:55:08] Yes, I did review that document. 7 

Q.   [9:55:12] This – (Redacted)   8 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

A.   [9:55:32] Yes, they do.  11 

Q.   [9:55:36] Now the second document is (Redacted).  And for  12 

the record the ERN number is CAR-OTP-2081-0840.  Again, the same question, were 13 

you able to review this document in -- last week and can you confirm that the  14 

(Redacted) are still -- are accurate  15 

to the best of your knowledge? 16 

A.   [9:56:06] Yes, I did and they are.  17 

Q.   [9:56:15] And then about the third document, (Redacted)   18 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  19 

(Redacted).  So for the record it concerns CAR-OTP-2008-0923 and it  20 

is tab 6.  Were you able to review (Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

A.   [9:56:46] Yes, I was able to do that.  23 

Q.   [9:56:50] And so, as we know, (Redacted)  24 

(Redacted).  (Redacted)   25 
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(Redacted)  1 

A.   [9:57:08] Yes, that's correct.  2 

Q.   [9:57:14] And then one last document.  This one was not provided to you during 3 

your familiarisation process, but I would presume you are familiar with 4 

the document.  It's (Redacted). For 5 

the record it is CAR-OTP-2001-2043.  (Redacted)   6 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)? 8 

A.   [9:57:53] Yes, I had a chance to review it and I believe that the contents are  9 

correct.  10 

Q.   [9:58:03] Thank you.  So I will now finally move to the questions, the actual 11 

questioning.  So I think it -- the most logical is to go -- to ask you questions about 12 

(Redacted) and I will do so chronologically,  13 

so I will go basically (Redacted).   14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

But so I will -- I will, generally speaking, ask you to look at certain documents, 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

MS STRUYVEN:  So, your Honours, I think we can go back into open session. 22 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:59:03] Yeah, open session. 1 

(Open session at 9.59 a.m.) 2 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:59:17] We are back in open session, Mr President. 3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:59:24] 4 

Q.   [9:59:25] Sir, in November 2013 you visited Bossangoa; is that correct?  5 

A.   [9:59:33] Yes, that's correct. 6 

Q.   [9:59:35] And so you went from Bossangoa -- from Bangui to Bossangoa.  Can you 7 

explain to the Chamber what your impressions were when you travelled from Bangui 8 

to Bossangoa, your general impressions, the atmosphere?  9 

A.   [9:59:51] The road that we travelled on, the main national auto way, which is 10 

quite a busy road normally, was actually extremely overgrown, which was probably 11 

an indication that there hadn't been that much traffic on that road in many months.  12 

We also saw many villages along the way and, to the best of my knowledge, all -- they 13 

were all empty.  We didn't see anyone in the villages that were adjacent to the road in 14 

the more than I think five or six hours that we travelled from Bangui to Bossangoa, 15 

which is, after living in that region for nearly 20 years and travelling and working in, 16 

very, very unusual to see such a lack of population.  17 

Q.   [10:00:45] And can you, again in general terms, explain to the Chamber what was 18 

going on at that time, so we're talking about November -- early November in  19 

2013? 20 

A.   [10:01:00] In a -- in a political sense what was going on?  21 

Q.   [10:01:02] Yes.  22 

A.   [10:01:04] Yeah.  So what had generally happened was the -- the Séléka of course 23 

had taken over power in Bangui and many of the Séléka militia groups were 24 

travelling around the region to some extent targeting population, either looting -- we 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-027-Red2-ENG CT WT 29-04-2021 16/101 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case. 



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1577 

29.04.2021          Page 17 

 

heard evidence that the -- the villagers told us that they were firing from their 1 

vehicles into the villages as they passed.  And so in that sense the villagers were 2 

very -- were very scared of being in their homes and had moved several kilometres 3 

into the bush where they have their farms and the majority of them we found out 4 

later were living in these bush-based farms.  5 

Q.   [10:02:14] And what was the reaction from -- from the group, if I may call it that, 6 

who had indeed moved into the bush to avoid the violence of the Séléka?  What was 7 

their -- in general terms, what was their reaction or what did they communicate to 8 

you as -- in terms of how to deal with this? 9 

A.   [10:02:42] Because the villagers who would normally inhabit the villages very 10 

close to the road, because they were so scared, they dealt with it by taking everything 11 

that they needed and all their family members and setting up temporary homes in -- 12 

in and around the farms in the bush and -- and very rarely, they said, did they go 13 

back to their villages where they had -- that were adjacent to the road just through 14 

fear of potential attack. 15 

Q.   [10:03:19] If I can ask the court officer to show a particular document, it is 16 

CAR-OTP-2081-0923.  It is at page 0925 and it is tab 6 of our binder. 17 

Mr Witness, you don't have a copy of this one, but you will see something on 18 

the screen.  This is a document that was provided to us and I will ask you -- as soon as 19 

you see it on the screen. 20 

And if you can zoom in to the last part of the article and I'm going to ask the witness 21 

to look at the -- the fifth last sentence down. 22 

Mr Witness, if you can just have a look at these paragraphs. 23 

This is a document that was drafted in -- on 2 November 2013.  24 

And so in the article it refers to the fact that (Redacted) 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-027-Red2-ENG CT WT 29-04-2021 17/101 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case. 



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1577 

29.04.2021          Page 18 

 

(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

And then in the third last sentence it refers to the fact that (Redacted)   3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

Was this your general impression of what was going on when you were indeed 7 

travelling or visiting those provinces or cities or villages in those provinces? 8 

A.   [10:05:53] Yes, that aligns well with the conversations that we had with the local 9 

population at the time.  10 

Q.   [10:06:06] And so if I understand you, you visited -- once you arrived in 11 

Bossangoa, you visited the market centre of Bossangoa.  Could you explain to 12 

the Chamber who you met at the market centre - in general terms always, we don't 13 

need any names or - who you met and what you came to learn when you talked to 14 

individuals at the market centre? 15 

A.   [10:06:34] Yeah, the market centre in Bossangoa was predominantly populated by 16 

Muslim traders, which were clear by the names of the shops that were dotted around 17 

and also the types of food that were being served.  And -- and the dress that quite 18 

a lot of the people were wearing indicated that they were of the Muslim faith.  And 19 

also some -- some people from -- with Peulh ethnicity that had to come into 20 

Bossangoa to get provisions for their families and -- and their work in the bush.  21 

Q.   [10:07:20] And what did you learn when you talked to these Muslims or Peulhs?  22 

A.   [10:07:28] That there was a general level of insecurity in -- in the bush and there 23 

had been some attacks on them by members they called Anti-Balaka.  They -- several 24 

of them had received injuries, gunshot wounds, and some of them had been attacked 25 
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with -- you know, with machetes and other weapons.  1 

Q.   [10:08:06] And so this was already in -- so in early -- early November 2013.  Is this 2 

when you first heard the term "Anti-Balaka"?  3 

A.   [10:08:24] Yes, it is the first time I'd heard the term "Anti-Balaka" in (Redacted)  4 

Q.   [10:08:34] I may ask you a few questions about that later, but very first, could you 5 

explain to the Chamber, in as far as you know, what the Peulhs that you referred to, 6 

what they were typically doing in terms of occupation, as opposed to possibly 7 

the Muslim traders, for example?  Could you explain to the judges what 8 

the distinction was?  9 

A.   [10:09:00] Yes, the Peulh very often are nomadic herders, so they move with their 10 

cattle.  They don't necessarily all own the cattle.  Sometimes they are just working for 11 

other individuals, mostly Muslims, who own -- who own the cattle, and they take care 12 

of that cattle in the bush, so grazing the cattle and making sure that the cattle have 13 

enough food to eat.  And that means that they -- they travel with the cattle and travel 14 

with the weather and so move great distances with that cattle over time.  And, you 15 

know, as a result of that, they -- they're nomadic and they move  16 

their homes quite frequently.  17 

Q.   [10:09:45] And in as far as you know, do you know what nationality those Peulhs 18 

had?  19 

A.   [10:09:54] From the Peulh that I met throughout (Redacted),  20 

the -- they – several of them, and when we were in Central Africa, Central African 21 

Republic, they thought of themselves as Central African Republic citizens.  But they 22 

travelled quite a lot and so sometimes would be in, for example, Cameroon or further 23 

north, maybe even in Chad, but they -- the ones that we met, several of them 24 

mentioned that they were from Central African Republic.  25 
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Q.   [10:10:30] Thank you.  I will ask you now a different question.   1 

If I can ask the court officer to show the same document but then at page 0926.   2 

Again, this is a document that we received.  Without mentioning any name or any 3 

age, do you -- can you say anything about the person that is visible on, on 4 

the document. 5 

Yes, this individual, do you remember anything about this individual?  6 

A.   [10:11:09] Yes, I remember -- I remember well the -- the individual and -- and 7 

what happened to her, yes.  8 

Q.   [10:11:18] Do you think you could explain to us in general terms again what 9 

happened to her.  10 

A.   [10:11:26] She told us that she had been, and her family, had been attacked by 11 

a group she called the Anti-Balaka and they came into their village, both with guns 12 

and machete, and they shot and killed her husband and her three children.  She was 13 

also shot and I saw the wound in the back of her neck, which was very poorly healed.  14 

And -- and she was, as she said, left for dead but didn't die, she survived and 15 

managed to find help later on.  And we met her in Bossangoa where she was 16 

recuperating. 17 

Q.   [10:12:18] Thank you.  I will now ask another series of questions.   18 

In your statement you refer to the fact that you travelled several times outside of -- 19 

you visited other villages outside of Bossangoa, again in early November 2013, and 20 

you met individuals who referred to themselves as Anti-Balaka.   21 

If I can ask you now to look at the document in front of you, these are documents that 22 

we received, and if I can ask you to the first -- to have a look at the first page and 23 

the second page and the third page.  And you can take your time.   24 

I will in the meantime, for the record, refer to the relevant ERNs.  It is 25 
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CAR-OTP-2085-0491, 2085-0511, 2085-0561, 2085-1041, 2085-1991, and 2085-2011. 1 

Could you explain to the judges the circumstances, again in general terms, in which 2 

you met these individuals?  3 

A.   [10:13:53] Yes, so on -- on occasion we travelled out of Bossangoa to find out what 4 

the situation was like in the bush.  Again, these roads were very similar to the road 5 

that we travelled on from Bangui to Bossangoa in that there were empty villages and 6 

the very overgrown state of the roads.  And on several occasions we had  7 

to -- or the road passed over streams or rivers and the -- in those areas the -- 8 

the bridges going over those streams or rivers had been dismantled to stop  9 

vehicles travelling over them.  And -- and so when we came across these obstacles on 10 

the road, of course we would have to stop the vehicle.  And as we were looking 11 

around for ways to cross over those bridges, several members of the local population 12 

emerged from the bush, dressed like we see in the documents, and -- and they 13 

introduced themselves as the -- the local community but also as Anti-Balaka and they 14 

assisted us in putting back the bridges to a state that we could then travel over them 15 

to continue our journey.  And this happened on several occasions going through, 16 

through these areas that the -- that the bridges were put together each time by kind of 17 

local units of Anti-Balaka as they -- as they were kind of living or spending time 18 

around these areas, yeah.  We met them as we stopped each time.  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:15:37] At least here it is not on the screen, but 20 

obviously the witness has it so I think we can proceed. 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:15:46] Yes.  And what is also very important of course is that 22 

none of these documents that we show to the witness are broadcast. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:15:52] Yeah, yeah, that is -- that is understood, 24 

yeah. 25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [10:15:55] 1 

Q.   [10:15:55] Thank you, Mr Witness. 2 

Just for sake of clarity, so do I understand it correctly that the -- the Anti-Balaka 3 

would remove the bridges so that, for example, members of the Séléka wouldn't be 4 

able to pass through?  5 

A.   [10:16:13] That's what they told us, that the bridges had been removed so that 6 

the Séléka vehicles wouldn't be able to travel at speed along those roads, that they 7 

also would have to stop at these essentially roadblocks and that would hopefully 8 

protect them from any significant Séléka presence. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:39] Mr Witness, has it been explained to you 10 

why some of these individuals wore crowns or some sort of crowns?  11 

THE WITNESS:  [10:16:54] Yes, they explained to me that it was their gris-gris or their 12 

protection.  It wasn't just crowns, but they were also wearing necklaces that had herbs 13 

embedded in them lots of different ways.  Some of them wore bullets that had been 14 

wrapped up and documents that had been encased in -- in kind of a packaging that 15 

they wore around their necks and their waists.  They also did the same with some of 16 

their weapons, that they carried gris-gris on their weapons.  And this gris-gris was 17 

there to protect them.  They called it anti-bal (phon), meaning that the bullets 18 

wouldn't touch them if they were wearing this protection. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:17:41] Thank you. 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:17:42] Yes, I think indeed that was also going to be one of my 21 

questions. 22 

If the court officer could show more clearly CAR-OTP-2085-0511 and zoom in to 23 

the head of the individual. 24 

So it's 2085-0511. 25 
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Q.   [10:18:36] These are the crowns I suppose the judges had asked questions about. 1 

Was it in your opinion very clear that, you know, some -- some men were members of 2 

the Anti-Balaka and some other men were not members of the Anti-Balaka?  Was that 3 

clear at the time?  4 

A.   [10:18:57] Yeah, it was clear that they were identifying as something with the -- 5 

with the gris-gris that they were wearing and they explained to us at the time that 6 

the -- they were Anti-Balaka and the Anti-Balaka wore this to protect themselves from 7 

bullets.  8 

Q.   [10:19:15] Did anyone explain to you how those gris-gris would -- how they would 9 

receive the gris-gris?  Was there some ritual?  Did anyone explain to you if there was 10 

a ritual involved, some sort of a baptism or other ritual? 11 

A.   [10:19:44] Yes, it was -- it involved some interaction with a local witchdoctor, 12 

they're called, and that these, these gris-gris were in that -- those sessions kind of 13 

blessed or -- or given the powers that they would protect.  This sometimes involved 14 

either taking medicine or some form of -- some of them mentioned substance like 15 

a drug that was involved in that process.  So it was a -- a local custom that 16 

the witchdoctors were involved in to protect the individuals with these gris-gris.  17 

Q.   [10:20:24] And so if I understand you correctly, looking from the images, those 18 

little square patches, if I can call them that, they would be, as we saw on the head, on 19 

the neck, as armbands, around the body, they could be at different places, is that -- is 20 

that what you recall?  21 

A.   [10:20:49] You mean wearing them in different places on their body?  22 

Q.   [10:20:53] Yes.  23 

A.   [10:20:54] Yes, that's correct, they could be around their waist, around their neck.  24 

Some of them are visible.  And many of the times actually we saw someone was 25 
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dressed normally and then they would take off their shirt and there were many 1 

gris-gris under their shirt.  So they're sometimes not always visible, they were 2 

sometimes underneath clothing.  But the majority of the time they were visible and as 3 

you see in the -- in the documents. 4 

Q.   [10:21:20] Now, turning to the weapons, could you tell us more about what you 5 

saw in terms of weapons at that time, so I'm talking about early November 2013?  6 

A.   [10:21:34] Yes, the majority of the weapons were artisanal, so they were  7 

fabricated by the -- in the local villages.  They were handmade and homemade rifles 8 

and also machete that they carried in a -- a sleeve so that they could wear them  9 

or -- or travel with them.  And so the -- a large majority of the weapons that we saw  10 

(Redacted) were -- were these artisanal weapons.  We did see some Kalashnikov, but 11 

not -- not a lot of them at that time. 12 

Q.   [10:22:17] And just in terms of these artisanal weapons, do you know how -- what 13 

type of ammunition was used for these artisanal weapons?  14 

A.   [10:22:30] There were bullets.  So is it point one, I would imagine, or -- they said -- 15 

I can't recall exactly.  I know in one (Redacted) there is somebody  16 

explaining the – the type of ammunition that he used in his weapon.  But it's  17 

standard bullets that were available for -- you know, for the population at that time.  18 

They didn't make the bullets themselves.  19 

Q.   [10:23:02] Again at that time, did you get to know or notice anything about 20 

the hierarchy of these Anti-Balaka?  Or did they explain to you how they were 21 

organised in terms of hierarchy?  22 

A.   [10:23:18] Yes, so when we met the local populations, it was clear there was some 23 

hierarchy because we -- we were always taken to a spokesperson or a chief of the 24 

Anti-Balaka, who identified as such, that they were in charge.  And they would  25 
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say -- you know, for example, we would -- if we were introduced to somebody at 1 

a roadblock or in a village, then they would take us to their chief, who we would sit 2 

down with, and there was a clear hierarchy on who we would speak to and who we 3 

wouldn't.  And then some of them identified that there are, you know, a number of 4 

Anti-Balaka in this village and that the rest are villagers, for example, that they would 5 

say that there are a number of Anti-Balaka here and -- and I am the chief of that group 6 

and that person over there is the spokesperson.  So there was a very clear structure 7 

and hierarchy at the time with the groups that we met. 8 

Q.   [10:24:28] And did you hear anything about those groups locally being -- the local 9 

groups being in communication with each other?  So did you get any sense of 10 

whether they were communicating amongst the local groups?  If I -- I'm not sure if 11 

this question is clear, but so from local group to local group? 12 

A.   [10:24:48] It's clear.  Yes, we heard that on a number of occasions that if, for 13 

example, there was a fear of an attack or that any military or Anti-Balaka event was 14 

going to take place, that they would summon their other Anti-Balaka groups from 15 

other villages, sometimes quite some distance away, that they would then come 16 

together as multiple Anti-Balaka groups to carry out that particular mission.  17 

Q.   [10:25:31] Thank you for that.   18 

I'm going to ask you -- the court officer to show a document that we received.  It's 19 

CAR-OTP-2001-2043 and it is at page 2051. 20 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:25:57] I'm sorry, can we have the tab number, please? 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:26:00] It's in the Defence -- Ngaïssona Defence's binder and it is 22 

tab 11. 23 

Q.   And I'm not going to explain to you what -- the context of this document that  24 

we received, but I would just ask you -- once it's on the screen, if I can ask you to 25 
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read -- have a look at the last paragraph of page 2051 and then the top of page 2052.   1 

And so if I can ask you to -- well, I'll let you read first.  2 

A.   [10:28:11] Yeah, I've finished reading. 3 

Q.   [10:28:13] And so the question is did you at the time -- and so I'm talking about 4 

November 2013, did you at the time come across any members of the FACA, 5 

the Forces Armées Centrafricaine, or any members of the presidential guard of the 6 

former president, Bozizé, or did you hear about elements of the FACA or of the 7 

presidential guard being in any way involved with these local Anti-Balaka? 8 

A.   [10:28:52] Yes, we heard about them.  I -- I didn't -- as far as I can recall, I -- 9 

I didn't see anyone in a full uniform.  I saw people wearing what could be described 10 

as military clothes, but they weren't in a full uniform.  I did see some people carrying 11 

Kalashnikovs.  And we did hear on several occasions that the groups that were 12 

attacking were mixed groups, that some of those groups included personnel that had 13 

FACA -- a history with the FACA and they -- and they were identified as such.  So, 14 

you know, the people as they described would say they're -- you know, there are 15 

Anti-Balaka and several of them were FACA or several of them were presidential 16 

guard.  So they would -- they would refer to them in those instances.  So the groups 17 

became mixed, if you will, and -- but they did take time to say that the FACA and 18 

the presidential guard were within that group. 19 

Q.   [10:30:09] I will come back to this theme later on in respect of other areas.  But so 20 

at this point in time, again in November 2013, what did you hear or notice about who 21 

these Anti-Balaka were fighting against or who exactly they were attacking?  22 

A.   [10:30:41] So the Anti-Balaka would say that they were there to protect the -- their 23 

families against the Séléka.  But the evidence that we saw was that the Anti-Balaka 24 

groups were attacking not just military targets but also civilian  25 
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targets.  And we -- we spoke with several individuals who related to us that they 1 

were civilians and that these Anti-Balaka groups had attacked them as civilians.  2 

Q.   [10:31:16] And when you say "civilians", were it any civilians or were it 3 

specifically identifiable civilians? 4 

A.   [10:31:25] They were identified as Muslim groups or Peulh ethnicity groups that 5 

were saying that the Anti-Balaka had attacked them.  6 

Q.   [10:31:37] And did you get to know why these groups were targeted by 7 

the Anti-Balaka at the time?  8 

A.   [10:31:47] Regarding the history -- or the political history of the Séléka groups that 9 

had taken control in Bangui and they were operating in these, in these towns had 10 

specifically targeted the local population, largely Christian and animist groups.  And 11 

so the -- the reaction of the -- the Anti-Balaka was to take some sort of revenge against 12 

the Muslim groups that were attacking them or had attacked them in the past.  But we 13 

also heard instances where some Muslim civilians had guided -- at least this is 14 

the explanation that we heard, some Muslim civilians had guided Séléka towards 15 

understanding who was who within a village so that they would be attacked or 16 

where certain people or groups of people lived so that, yeah, they were guiding the -- 17 

the Séléka towards the Christian or animist population and the side of town that they 18 

lived in.  19 

Q.   [10:33:05] And when you say you heard this, did you hear it from the Muslims 20 

themselves or did you hear it from the Anti-Balaka?  21 

A.   [10:33:15] We heard it from the Anti-Balaka and the -- and the people that we met 22 

in the bush who some of them were not identifying as Anti-Balaka to.  23 

Q.   [10:33:32] And maybe last questions about this.  In your opinion, as you were 24 

visiting different places, was this, how to say, confusion, if you may, between 25 
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the Séléka and the Muslim or Peulh population, civilian population, was this common 1 

or was it only in a very few instances that you noticed that the Anti-Balaka were 2 

targeting civilian Muslims and Peulhs?  3 

A.   [10:34:09] It's -- it appeared to me at the time quite systematic and so that 4 

the Anti-Balaka were -- when they -- and we saw evidence of villages that they'd 5 

attacked, that they, you know, they had targeted, for example, mosques or businesses 6 

that were owned by Muslim groups and burnt those houses or areas of the town that 7 

would be identified as a Muslim part of town.  So it seemed at the time quite 8 

systematic that they were targeting the general Muslim population.   9 

And we also heard -- we heard the local population talk generally that the Muslims 10 

were not welcome in -- in Central African Republic, that they were -- that they should 11 

leave.  That's -- (Redacted) also mentioned that these people shouldn't be  12 

part of Central African Republic.  13 

Q.   [10:35:21] And on that -- on that topic, did you get to know whether those -- 14 

the Muslims that they would want to leave, were they, for as far as you could tell, 15 

nationals of the Central African Republic, or were they foreigners who should really 16 

leave to go back to their country?  17 

A.   [10:35:44] As far as I'm aware, they were locals and they were from the Central 18 

African Republic.  Although, I can't recall if it was on (Redacted) we  19 

started -- you know, the Anti-Balaka started to refer to them as Chadians or Peulh, so 20 

taking away their Central African Republic identity in the way that they referred to 21 

them and called them Chadians, or Peulh, or Fulani, another word that they used. 22 

Q.   [10:36:20] But so those were the Anti-Balakas who were calling them that way.  23 

But in your opinion, were they indeed Chadians or, for as far as you could tell from 24 

possibly talking to them, did they clarify that? 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-027-Red2-ENG CT WT 29-04-2021 28/101 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case. 



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1577 

29.04.2021          Page 29 

 

A.   [10:36:38] From -- from what I could see, the -- the Muslims that had been targeted 1 

were from the Central African Republic.  They had a -- very established businesses 2 

and homes and life and, you know, from the ones we spoke about, they had been 3 

there for several generations, if not -- you know, there was no knowledge of them 4 

being anywhere else.  So as far as I'm aware, they were Central African nationals, 5 

Central African Republic nationals. 6 

Q.   [10:37:08] And maybe -- I said I was only going to ask one follow-up question, but 7 

I have one more follow-up question.  In terms of these Muslims or Peulh civilians, did 8 

you get any information about specific, for example, women or children being 9 

targeted within the Muslim-Peulh community by members of the Anti-Balaka?  10 

A.   [10:37:29] Yes, we heard that women and children had been targeted, and  11 

indeed (Redacted)  people whose -- you know, within their community their women 12 

and children had been killed by Anti-Balaka groups at that time.  13 

Q.   [10:37:49] Thank you.  I'm now going to ask you to look at the document in front 14 

of you, but to the pages -- page 4.   15 

And maybe just to -- for the record to be complete, so this is the hard copy in front of 16 

the witness.  This is also technical.  The document has in the meantime also been 17 

registered into eCourt.  I will just refer to the ERN of the document 1 so that we have 18 

it on the record.  The record is -- the ERN of the record is CAR-OTP-2130-4425, and 19 

this is at page 4, or also known as page 4428. 20 

If you can -- sir, if you can have a look at the images in front of you that we received.   21 

And I will recall the ERN for the record, but they don't need to be shown separately.  22 

It's CAR-OTP-2085-0251, 0261, 2041, 2061, and 2091. 23 

And so having looked at these images, could you tell us more about who these 24 

individuals are?  25 
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A.   [10:39:24] Yes.  We met them in a village that we stopped by the side of the road 1 

and the -- the village was empty when we stopped.  We just stopped to -- just to have 2 

a look.  The village had the impression that it had been attacked and burnt, so we just 3 

wanted to have a look at it.  And then whilst we were just walking around the village 4 

to have a look, a few people came out of the bush and started to ask us what we were 5 

doing there, and we introduced ourselves.  And then more and more people started 6 

to come out, and then we discussed with them and they said that they were from that 7 

village.  Several of them identified as Anti-Balaka and -- and then, as you see, quite 8 

young people from the -- the village also several of them identifying as Anti-Balaka.  9 

Many of them were carrying weapons, as you see in the documents.  10 

Q.   [10:40:40] Indeed.  So did you see that also the children were wearing weapons?  11 

Is that -- do I understand you correctly?  12 

A.   [10:40:49] Yes, many of the children that we saw there were carrying or, you 13 

know, wearing weapons, machetes or knives or -- or rifles. 14 

Q.   [10:41:04] Were you in a position to -- to have conversations with the -- a 15 

conversation with the leaders of this group about the fact that there were at least 16 

young individuals amongst them? 17 

A.   [10:41:19] Yes, we asked them specifically that if they were aware that it was 18 

a crime to have children under the age of 15 in a military group, and they said that 19 

they were aware that it was a crime.  20 

Q.   [10:41:45] And did you happen to discuss the age of the children you saw with 21 

them or with anyone else either before or after you met this group?  22 

A.   [10:41:56] We discussed it with them.  They -- there were some children there that 23 

were clearly under the age of 15 and they were carrying weapons, and we  24 

pointed at those children and asked, "How old is that boy?"  And they told us that he 25 
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was 15 and they -- and the whole village laughed.  1 

Q.   [10:42:31] And -- and were you -- some related question.  Did you see this also at 2 

other -- in other areas that you visited, or was this the only time you saw -- you saw 3 

individuals who looked young amongst the Anti-Balaka with weapons?  4 

A.   [10:42:50] No, it was quite common to see young children with weapons, 5 

especially at the checkpoints or the roadblocks that I mentioned to you earlier.  6 

* The children were often seen carrying different  7 

types of weapons. 8 

Q.   [10:43:17] And did you see children that appeared under the age of 15 closer to 9 

Bangui as well, or was it really more in the provinces that you saw them? 10 

A. [10:43:29] On (Redacted), more in the provinces.  On (Redacted), we started to see an  11 

increased amount of children, especially manning roadblocks that -- where there was 12 

a hierarchy at the roadblock, but there were also children who were both identifying 13 

as Anti-Balaka and carrying weapons.  But that was more from the (Redacted) 14 

onwards that we saw that closer to Bangui, bearing in mind that most of the 15 

roadblocks were manned by Séléka close to Bangui on the (Redacted).  16 

Q.   [10:44:13] And in respect of the age of the children, were you able to discuss -- 17 

those other children that you saw, not -- not the ones that we see here, but the other 18 

children, was there any point in time that you were able to discuss the age either with 19 

the children or with, for example, (Redacted), or someone else that  20 

you would interact with?  21 

A.   [10:44:41] Yes, we made a point when we were -- when we thought that a child 22 

looked underage, we -- we made a very specific point of asking either the local 23 

population or themselves how old they were, and they all said that they were over 24 

the age of 15 when we asked them.  But again, many times we did have that reaction.  25 
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It became quite a thing that everyone was laughing around when we asked that 1 

question and pointed at the specific person who was under or appeared under the age 2 

of 15.  It seemed like a joke.  3 

Q.   [10:45:24] So would I understand it correctly that they actually knew the proper 4 

age to give was 15 and up?  Is that -- was that your understanding at the time?  5 

A.   [10:45:40] It was certainly that the people within the hierarchy were aware, 6 

because we did -- very specifically asked the question, "Are you aware that it's a crime 7 

to have children under the age of 15 in a military group?"  And they said, "Yes."  So 8 

they were aware.  And it seemed like, at least with the behaviour in multiple 9 

occasions when we met these groups on the road when we asked them about the ages 10 

of the children, they -- it was a -- a very clear thing that they would say that they were 11 

over the age of 15.  They knew this.  12 

Q.   [10:46:15] Thank you.  I will move now to another subject, and if I can ask you to 13 

look at the document in front of you.  It's, again, a compilation of documents we 14 

received.  And if I can ask you to look at page 5.  So for the record, the reference is -- 15 

of the document itself is CAR-OTP-2130-4425 at 4429.  It doesn't need to be shown.  16 

And the compilation consists of the following ERNs:   17 

CAR-OTP-2085-1241, 1261 and 1271. 18 

If I can ask you to look at the images, and if you can tell us more about the first 19 

individual that you see on the first image, and that is CAR-OTP-2085-1241, if you 20 

remember.  21 

A.   [10:47:20] Yeah, I can't -- the -- the image, the one on the left-hand side with 22 

the woman in yellow, is that the one that you're referring to?  Because I can't see those 23 

numbers that you're referring to here.   24 

Q.   Yes. 25 
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A.   It's a bit confusing (Overlapping speakers) 1 

Q.   Sorry.  2 

A.   -- on the document. 3 

Q.   [10:47:36] No, absolutely.  It's the first image.  And maybe the court officer can 4 

also show the image on the screen of this particular one.  It's -- so for the record 5 

the image itself is CAR-OTP-2085-1241, yes.  I think we see it now. 6 

Do you remember this individual and can you tell us more about her?  7 

A.   [10:48:03] I remember the individual, yes.  And from what I recall, she was in 8 

the school, École de la Liberté I think it was called, in Bossangoa and she was living 9 

there.  She'd been forced to flee from the -- from her home, and she mentioned to us 10 

that the Anti-Balaka had killed several of her family members, including, if I recall 11 

correctly, some of her children. 12 

Q.   [10:48:48] And did she explain to you what she fled or who she fled?  What she 13 

fled from or who she fled (Microphone not activated)?  14 

A.   [10:48:58] She -- she was very clear that the groups that attacked her and killed 15 

her family members were Anti-Balaka.  16 

Q.   [10:49:11] And so you remember -- you referred to the École de la Liberté.  Do you 17 

recognise these images as -- as from that area?  18 

A.   [10:49:26] That woman was -- we met her in École de la Liberté, and that 19 

(Redacted)  created in that -- that school, yes.  20 

Q.   [10:49:39] And do you remember in general terms the -- the individuals in 21 

the second and the third image? 22 

And for the record that would be CAR-OTP-2085-1261 and CAR-OTP-2085-1271.  23 

A.   [10:50:06] Yes, I recall those people and they -- and the stories that they told us, 24 
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that they also told us that they were fleeing or that the reason that they were in 1 

the school was that they had fled attacks from the Anti-Balaka.  And they also 2 

recounted that their family members had been killed by the Anti-Balaka during these 3 

attacks.  4 

Q.   [10:50:44] Thank you.  I will -- I will come back to this area at a later stage.  I 5 

would now like to ask you a few questions about a new topic.  6 

And I think that this is a topic we need to go into private session for.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:01] Private session. 8 

(Private session at 10.51 a.m.) *(Reclassified partially in public) 9 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:51:14] We are in private session, Mr President. 10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:51:19] Thank you.  11 

Q.   [10:51:20] So now we're in private session, it's a bit easier to discuss, because I 12 

would like you to ask -- I would like to ask you a few questions about (Redacted)   13 

(Redacted) to Bossangoa, and specifically (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted), to Bossangoa.  And I think it's -- it would be too  15 

complicated to navigate around the events in -- in open session.  So I prefer to ask 16 

these questions in closed session or private session. 17 

So I understand that (Redacted); is that correct?  18 

A.   [10:52:02] Yes, that's correct.  19 

Q.   [10:52:06] Again, in general terms, could you explain to the Chamber what 20 

the atmosphere was like or what your impressions were at the time when you (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)?  22 

A.   [10:52:21] Yeah, on the (Redacted) 23 

The journey up from Bangui was very similar, that the villages were empty still and 24 

we didn't see anyone.  We didn't stop, as far as I can recall.  We didn't speak to 25 
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anyone along the way.  And then (Redacted) in Bossangoa there was  1 

a very clear checkpoint of, at that point a Séléka checkpoint at the outskirts of 2 

Bossangoa that we passed through.  And then (Redacted)   3 

(Redacted)  4 

But the atmosphere in the town, it seemed to be a lot more populated, there were a lot 5 

more people in the town of Bossangoa than -- than we felt were there (Redacted)   6 

(Redacted)  7 

Q.   [10:53:23] And did you get to know why there were more people the (Redacted)   8 

(Redacted)? 9 

A.   [10:53:34] Yeah, that both -- both the displaced camps as they were called, one at 10 

the church and the other one at the École de la Liberté were -- were -- hadn't -- were 11 

more populated than the first time because people were fleeing attacks from both 12 

groups. 13 

Q.   [10:53:55] Now on the second day, so (Redacted), could you explain to the  14 

judges where you went chronologically.  We can start with the first location.  But if 15 

you can explain to the judges where you went first.  16 

A.   [10:54:08] So we travelled through the -- the village from where we were staying 17 

(Redacted).  I think we made a brief stop at the market to ask the local traders,  18 

you know, what they were hearing.  It's always a very good place to get information 19 

at the local market and pick up some food.  There was some great food at the local 20 

market too.  And so we had a conversation with some Peulh who had come in from 21 

the bush and they told us that they had -- recently were attacked by Anti-Balaka 22 

elements.  We discussed briefly, five or 10 minutes, with them and we heard that 23 

there were some people at the imam's house that had recently arrived after being 24 

attacked by Anti-Balaka in the bush.   25 
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So we left the marketplace and travelled down towards the imam's house, and parked 1 

outside and started to talk to a Peulh family who shared with us their story of being 2 

attacked.  One of them had a bullet wound in his leg, several days old, from what I 3 

recall.  And the family recounted the experience that they had had being attacked by 4 

the Anti-Balaka.  And so (Redacted).  Right now I can't recall for how  5 

long, most probably an hour, hour and a half.  And then we asked the young boy if  6 

he would like to get some medical treatment for his injury, which was clearly quite 7 

significant, in his leg.  And he said that he would.  So we put him in our vehicle  8 

and -- and travelled to the hospital in Bossangoa which was then manned by MSF 9 

international staff and we got him treatment in the hospital.  And I believe there's 10 

(Redacted) 11 

And then we asked what he would like to do, did he want to stay in the hospital, and 12 

he was a little uncertain whether that's something he wanted to do, because 13 

the hospital was also heavily populated by Christian population and he felt a little 14 

uncertain and insecure and he said he'd like to go back to the imam's house.  So we 15 

put him back in the car and drove back to the imam's house.   16 

And on this occasion the village was very different.  As we drove down towards 17 

the imam's house, the market by this stage was completely empty and the -- the shops 18 

had closed.  We didn't see very many people.  And then around when we arrived at 19 

the imam's house we didn't see anyone.  It was completely deserted.  And I've 20 

worked in this region for many years and that's normally an indication that people 21 

are feeling insecure about something.  And so we asked the young man if he'd like to 22 

come back with us to the hospital and he said he wanted to stay with the imam.  His 23 

mother had been waiting for him, and I think together with his younger brother, they 24 

were both waiting.  I saw his younger brother there waiting outside.  He is also I think 25 
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depicted in one of the documents there carrying bows and arrows. 1 

So we left them with the imam's house, they went inside and closed the door.  And as 2 

we were driving back to the main village we saw a very heavily armoured vehicle, 3 

that I imagine were Séléka, they were dressed like Séléka and they were -- they were 4 

in military uniforms that the Séléka normally wore, the lighter military uniforms that 5 

we identified the Séléka wearing at that time.  And they were at the marketplace, 6 

the abandoned now marketplace, and the town felt very strange.  After another 7 

maybe hundred metres we drove, we started to hear the pop of -- of rifle fire or 8 

Kalashnikov fire both behind us and at the side of us, and this intensified quite 9 

quickly into rapid fire and we could hear the bullets hitting the trees around 10 

the vehicle and around the town and there's a lot of people ahead of us started to 11 

scream and run.  This was more in the -- you know, the -- we were close to 12 

(Redacted).  And then we started to  13 

hear RPGs landing and rapid fire.  And we stopped at that time, we saw quite a lot of 14 

African Union troops, at that time they were African Union troops, advancing 15 

towards our vehicle with their guns in a firing position.  And we asked them if we 16 

could (Redacted) and they said -- they gave  17 

us an indication where we should drive and we drove very quickly into that 18 

compound.  And (Redacted) at the time said that  19 

there was an attack taking place and that we should stay in the compound.   20 

We told them that (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  was a closer to the -- was a little less protected, shall we  23 

say.  And we went inside the (Redacted)  24 

I believe, whilst the battle (Redacted) was carrying on.  And it was a pretty  25 
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heavy battle, I believe, until maybe 5.30 or 6 o'clock at night it went on till.  Yeah.  1 

Q.   [11:01:01] Thank you for that.  Now, in general terms, who was fighting who?  2 

And, yeah, let's start with that, who was fighting who? 3 

A.   [11:01:13] What we learnt was that the -- and we were told this by 4 

the African Union troops that were there, they were from the Republic of Congo, they 5 

told us that the Anti-Balaka had started to attack the town from behind the imam's 6 

house and also from the side.  So it appeared that there were groups coming from 7 

several directions to almost enclose the town and the Anti-Balaka were attacking 8 

the Séléka who were, at that time, in control of the -- of Bossangoa -- sections of 9 

Bossangoa.  10 

Q.   [11:01:57] So you're saying the Anti-Balaka were attacking from different areas, 11 

different directions.  Did you get to know anything about the way they coordinated 12 

this attack?  13 

A.   [11:02:16] We -- we -- at the time I didn't.  We spoke with the African Union 14 

commanders then, the Republic of Congo, and they told us that -- first of all, they told 15 

-- we could hear it in the gunfire that the gunfire was coming from several different 16 

directions and they told us that there were different Anti-Balaka groups coming from 17 

different places.  But we didn't hear anything about, you know, how these 18 

Anti-Balaka groups were talking to each other or coordinating it.  But we -- it 19 

became -- it was quite interesting because, at that time, we also heard - which I forgot 20 

to mention - we also heard just by telephone an hour or two earlier, I believe, that 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  Bossangoa was attacked.  24 

Q.   [11:03:31] And you -- you mentioned gunfire, gunshots, and even heavier 25 
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weapons.  Did you get to know who was using which types of guns?  Generally 1 

speaking of course, just in general terms.  2 

A.   [11:03:53] (Redacted) it's difficult to really tell who's firing what,  3 

but the very first shots that we fired that were coming from behind us when we drove 4 

away from the imam's house sounded like Kalashnikov and then -- or a kind of light 5 

automatic weapons fire.  And then we also heard at the time RPGs landing  6 

and -- and so from -- from those noises I suspect that they are, you know, AK-47s, 7 

Kalashnikovs and some RPGs. 8 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:04:41] I'm just looking at the time. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:04:43] Okay, but I did not want to interrupt 10 

the flow here because we are in the midst of a -- of a certain day and of a certain 11 

attack.  But if of course -- if of course it would last one hour I think we should at some 12 

point in time make a break.  But you can continue at the moment.  I think that makes 13 

sense here at that point.  14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:05:02] Thank you. 15 

Q.   [11:05:03] So then did you get any information about what types of weapons 16 

the Anti-Balaka were using or did you not get any distinction between -- in terms of 17 

what weapons were used between the two groups?  18 

A.   [11:05:16] Well, the -- it was clear not -- not at that time but when we went back to 19 

the town, to the area around the imam's house, that the area had been attacked, 20 

clearly, when we saw it and there was a lot of bullets on the ground, used bullets on 21 

the ground in the area around the imam's house.  And -- and these were bullets that 22 

one would use in an automatic weapon such as a Kalashnikov.  And we, as we 23 

mentioned, there was somebody (Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) and -- and we  25 
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identified the casings and took some for analysis.  1 

Q.   [11:06:13] And we will -- I will show you (Redacted)  about that later.   2 

But did you get any information as to the provenance of these?  So did you get any 3 

sense of who was firing what, so to speak?  4 

A.   [11:06:31] Only from the direction when we drove from the imam's house.  It was 5 

quite chaotic, but the Anti-Balaka were -- from behind us, we -- you know, when we 6 

were driving out of the imam's house, the Anti-Balaka were using Kalashnikov or AK 7 

light -- light weapons and RPGs.  That was clear from the direction that it was coming 8 

from because that's the direction of the -- right around the imam's house.  It was 9 

the Anti-Balaka that were using those weapons.  10 

Q.   [11:07:06] And then maybe more generally, do you remember how long both 11 

groups were standing, so to speak?  So how long, in your assessment, was the actual 12 

firing or fighting or firing going on, approximately?  13 

A.   [11:07:27] I remember that (Redacted) the boy sitting down when  14 

we dropped his brother off (Redacted) at one minute past one in the afternoon, that's 15 

in the metadata.  And so the firing started maybe a couple of minutes after that.  And 16 

I recall that the fighting went on until late afternoon, 5o'clock-ish.  But there  17 

was an occasion -- there were different groups.  We heard from the -- from 18 

the African Union troops (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) and so the different groups were -- there was one group  20 

stationed at the École de la Liberté protecting the civilians in the -- in the school.  And 21 

then there was another group stationed just outside the church where the mostly 22 

Christian population was staying and we -- we learnt that because these groups, these 23 

African Union troops (Redacted)  24 

(Redacted).  And so at one stage, I think it was mid-afternoon, 3 or 4, we  25 
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heard (Redacted) and that the groups from the school said that they had  1 

come across some Anti-Balaka and they had stopped them from coming into 2 

the school.  And the -- there are some reinforcements who were then sent from 3 

the UN compound, the FOMAC compound, African Union compound to the school, I 4 

think two vehicles were sent at the time, maybe 20 men in -- to reinforce the team that 5 

were there.   6 

And then the -- at the same time I (Redacted) from the African Union captain  7 

who was there telling: should we go to the church?"  And they said:  No, it's too 8 

dangerous or it's not the right time to go to the church right now because 9 

the Anti-Balaka are there celebrating.  They were celebrating their victory in the -- 10 

around the church where the mostly Christian population were.  And the -- 11 

the African Union commander, or it came across (Redacted) that he didn't  12 

perceive it the right time to go there, he didn't feel that it was safe to send more units 13 

to them.  And he said, "If they come close to the checkpoint we will have to attack."  14 

That was from the -- he was referring then to the group that was around the church. 15 

Q.   [11:10:27] So just to make it clear and then -- then maybe I can wrap it up here.   16 

So you had the school, when you refer to the school you refer to the École de la Liberté 17 

where the Muslims were taking refuge, and when you refer to the church, you refer to 18 

the area where the mainly Christian refugees are seeking refuge.  And if I  19 

understand you correctly, members of the African Union and the troops protecting 20 

the population, there were some that were at the school, the École de la Liberté, and 21 

there were some at the church.  And if -- if I understood you correctly, at some point 22 

members of the Anti-Balaka went to the École de la Liberté, where the Muslim refugees 23 

were staying, to attack it; is that correct?  24 

A.   [11:11:18] That was my -- that was my impression.  This was coming across (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted), so it was my impression that the African Union troops had challenged  1 

a group of Anti-Balaka that were close to the École de la Liberté and they had called for 2 

assistance to the African Union troops and that assistance was sent.  I don't know if 3 

there was an attack or if bullets were fired.  I can't recall if that happened at the 4 

school.  I can just -- I just recall that (Redacted) the captain as he was commanding his  5 

men, that he referred to what was going on at the imam's house or the area they – 6 

(Redacted)  if they should go to the -- send reinforcements to  7 

the area where the imam lived and they said we'll -- something around, "We'll wait, 8 

it's a slaughterhouse down there."  Those were his words. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:12:23] I think that is perhaps a point where we 10 

can have a break until a quarter to noon. 11 

And then I think you want to show (Redacted) on and so forth, we can  12 

do that after the break. 13 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:12:35] All rise. 14 

(Recess taken at 11.12 a.m.)  15 

(Upon resuming in private session at 11.46 a.m.)  16 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:46:35] All rise. 17 

Please be seated. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:46:45] I understand that we are still in private 19 

session.  You may proceed. 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:46:51] Thank you, Mr President. 21 

Q.   [11:46:53] Mr Witness, I -- we're still in private session.  I have a few follow-up 22 

questions, starting with the first one.  So you explained that (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) of members of the African Union, so the African Union troops, and I 24 

would like to show -- is it correct that you also (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) as such?  1 

A.   [11:47:27] (Microphone not activated)  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:30] At the moment we don't -- we don't hear 3 

Mr Witness.  There is perhaps something with your microphone.  Could you have 4 

a look at it. 5 

THE WITNESS:  [11:47:41] I need to look at.  No, that's our volume.  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:44] Now it's on again, so perhaps you can 7 

repeat the last sentence that you said. 8 

THE WITNESS:  [11:47:48] Can you hear us now? 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:50] Yeah. 10 

THE WITNESS:  [11:47:51] Yeah.  So to answer the question, yes, it's correct that (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:48:10] And if I may ask the court officer to just show one 14 

passage, and it is - because we have transcribed and translated (Redacted)   15 

(Redacted) – it's at CAR-OTP-2107-7148.  And more specifically, if you can show  16 

the witness page 7153.  And even more specifically, line 119 to 121. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:47] Which tab? 18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:48:49] And the tab number ... 19 

Tab number would be 702, if I'm not mistaken. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:49:25] 702? 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:49:26] Yes, it's the very end of the list of, the examination list of 22 

the Office of the Prosecutor. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:49:33] Thank you. 24 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:49:34] 25 
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Q.   [11:49:34] So and indeed the lines that I would like you to look at are lines 119 to 1 

121, and I'll read in French.  So it's a (Redacted), that's the way you say it in –  2 

translate it in French:  (Interpretation) "Is there a possibility for me to go with ..." 3 

(Speaks English) And then it's not understandable: (Interpretation) "... to meet 4 

the Anti-Balaka who went there so as to tell them to refrain from attacking the school 5 

site." 6 

(Speaks English) Is this what you referred to earlier when you said (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) where the members of the FOMAC were discussing the fact that  8 

the Anti-Balaka were trying to or intending to attack the École de la Liberté? 9 

A.   [11:50:35] Yes, that's the -- that's (Redacted) I was referring to, and 10 

 the event that I was referring to.  11 

Q.   [11:50:44] Now if I can show you another document.  Again, not to be shown to 12 

the public and we're still in private session.  It's CAR-OTP-2001-2043 and it is in 13 

the Ngaïssona Defence binder tab 11.  And I would like you to go to page 2055 and, 14 

more specifically, to have a look at the last column.  And I just would like you to read 15 

it.  I will ask you many different follow-up questions about that passage later, but I 16 

just would like you to read it.  And to continue on to the next page -- or just to this 17 

paragraph, yes.  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:51:45] Are you sure that it is tab 11 of the 19 

Ngaïssona Defence binder? 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:51:55] It should be, your Honours.  It's document 2001-2043, it's 21 

the Ngaïssona Defence binder tab 11. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:05] Okay.  Yeah.  At least in my binder there 23 

are only two pages.  Because of that, I asked.  So it's lacking quite something here.  So 24 

if we could -- 25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [11:52:17] I will zoom into the -- if the court officer could -- 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:21] Mr Knoops, if you perhaps could provide 2 

us with a full document in the next break, perhaps, for the afternoon session. 3 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:52:32] Yeah, Mr President, our team uses just the two pages of this 4 

document, that's the reason why we included just the two pages of tab 11. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:41] I understand.  I understand. 6 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:52:42] That was more for practical reasons.  But we're happy to 7 

provide the full report. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:48] How long is this report?  So if it were 9 

hundreds of pages, I would say --  10 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:52:53] No, not hundreds of pages. 11 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:52:55] Twenty-three pages.  12 

MR KNOOPS:  Yeah.  We can bring it to you.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:56] So if it would be possible, it would be, at 14 

least for me (Overlapping speakers)  15 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:52:59] Okay.  No problem. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:00] I think I would -- because it has now been 17 

brought up by the Prosecution several times, so it would be nice if -- 18 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:53:07] We will do. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:08] And you know I'm the Presiding Judge 20 

and sometimes are readers --  21 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:53:11] Of course.  (Overlapping speakers)  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:13] -- we are readers who want to have 23 

something in their hand also. 24 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:53:17] Okay, I understand.  An analogue approach. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:20] Yeah, yeah. 1 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:53:21] I see.  Merci.   2 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:53:24] So if I could ask the witness to -- or the court officer to 3 

show page 2055 and to show to the witness the last column and the -- the italic 4 

paragraph, the very last paragraph.   5 

I can actually also read it out.  It basically says:   6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

Q.   And so my question to you, Mr Witness, was did you -- were you able to see 12 

indeed or hear about the composition of the Anti-Balaka by that time, so by the time 13 

of the 5 December attack? 14 

A.   [11:54:23] Yes, we -- we heard discussions with -- between African Union soldiers 15 

on the day of the attack and -- and that it was very clear that the Anti-Balaka were 16 

made up of -- and they did have FACA presidential guard members.  And indeed, 17 

I believe that the captain on several occasions referred to the Anti-Balaka as FACA, 18 

kind of, you know:  Is the FACA there, or are the FACA there at the -- interspaced 19 

with Anti-Balaka?  So assuming there were FACA elements or people looking like 20 

FACA elements in the Anti-Balaka.  21 

Q.   [11:55:18] You also said earlier that there was a moment in time where 22 

the Anti-Balaka declared or acted victoriously.  Can you tell us more about that.  Was 23 

there a moment in time where it looked like they were winning, so to speak, from 24 

the Séléka?  25 
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A.   [11:55:42] It was -- you could feel that there was a certain advancement in the -- in 1 

the attack and so we -- we could feel that the battle was moving through the town, as 2 

the -- as the firing occurred.  And the commanders of the African Union were also 3 

concerned that the Anti-Balaka would -- they didn't know whether they were going to 4 

come into their compound, so they were also firing artillery rounds out of the 5 

African Union compound into the surrounding areas as this advance  6 

happened.   7 

And so we could feel there was a general movement through Bossangoa from where 8 

the imam's house was at the bottom of that road towards where the movement was 9 

happening, you know, past the school and then eventually it was all around 10 

(Redacted) the fighting.   11 

And then the fighting -- you know, when we were hearing the gunfire, it tended to be 12 

in lots of different places and then slowly it was just in, you know, one or two places 13 

and then slowly it was just in one place.  So it was clear in certain parts of the town 14 

that the battle had subsided.   15 

And then we heard (Redacted) that there was a moment  16 

of celebration by the Anti-Balaka troops close to the church and that he was saying 17 

that it was unsafe for his men to get too close to the Anti-Balaka at that time and that 18 

we would have to wait.  So we perceived at that point that the Anti-Balaka had 19 

positioned themselves sufficiently in the town to feel like they controlled it. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:57:37] Ms Struyven, I think we should have in 21 

mind when we can go back to open session.  So I'm not sure if everything that has 22 

been elicited now, what the witness has said has necessarily to be kept confidential, so 23 

to speak.  Because he didn't refer to his function and why he was there and people he 24 

was there with and so on and so forth.  So we might think about going back to open 25 
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session at some point in time. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:58:07] Yes, we can -- we can definitely try.  There is certainly 2 

a few names I would like to (Overlapping speakers)  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:58:13] That's different, of course.  But also now in 4 

the -- for the treatment, so to speak, of the transcript, I think we have to think what 5 

can be made public.  6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:58:25] Absolutely.  And I think that if we would just refrain  7 

from referring to (Redacted) 8 

(Overlapping speakers)  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:58:31] But this is on the record already, so it 10 

doesn't matter if we leave this in open session and a little bit in the obscure, so to 11 

speak.  That wouldn't make a ...  12 

I have perhaps one question.  You might want to ask it later on, but since I'm 13 

speaking now. 14 

Mr Witness, in the aftermath, when you left (Redacted), could you see these  15 

Anti-Balaka elements then? 16 

THE WITNESS:  [11:59:00] Yes.  So when we left the compound, especially around 17 

the area of the school, we could see Anti-Balaka elements.  And the -- and a little later 18 

it was -- it was -- as we were starting to travel out of the centre of the town, 19 

the checkpoints had changed from Séléka checkpoints to Anti-Balaka checkpoints. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:59:29] And these Anti-Balaka that you saw, what 21 

impression did they give?  Was this something like a regular military or was this very 22 

mixed, or what was your impression?  If we also compare it to  23 

(Redacted) a couple of weeks before of  24 

these Anti-Balaka elements, the local ones, so to speak, you know, also where we 25 
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talked about it, these soldiers that -- that you thought were child soldiers, for 1 

example.  2 

THE WITNESS:  [12:00:05] It's frozen.  No, it's not ours, it's him.  It's our Wi-Fi -- his 3 

Wi-Fi or our Wi-Fi. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:14] But at least we see a lot of you, not 5 

everything.  You look a little bit icy in silver, but we understand you fully.  So you can 6 

continue speaking, if you may. 7 

That was premature.  Now also the voice is also lost, so we have to fix this first. 8 

Looks much better now, so can we give it another try?  Do you hear me, Mr Witness?  9 

No, not much better.  Frozen, completely frozen now. 10 

(Pause in proceedings) 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:02:54] So the Registry is trying to fix it, so we'll be 12 

5 to 10 minutes.  I'm not sure if it makes sense perhaps that we shortly go to 13 

the deliberation room.  I think so, but please stay close here that we can continue 14 

immediately after this is fixed. 15 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:03:12] All rise. 16 

(Recess taken at 12.03 p.m.) 17 

(Upon resuming in private session at 12.06 p.m.)  18 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:06:45] All rise. 19 

Please be seated. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:07:07] So, Mr Witness, I've been informed that 21 

the communication is okay now; is this correct?  Do you hear me? 22 

THE WITNESS:  [12:07:15] I can hear you very well, thank you. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:07:17] So then we can proceed from that.  24 

Perhaps you don't recall my last question, I rephrase it a little bit.   25 
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In the aftermath of this attack that you were present at the time, you said you saw 1 

Anti-Balaka elements.  Could you describe them.  Were these -- did they resemble 2 

a normal military or was this a mixed group?  Perhaps simply describe your 3 

impression that you had from these people. 4 

THE WITNESS:  [12:07:48] Yeah, it was only from (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) it was a mixed group, so I would say people looking quite similar to people  6 

that we saw in some of the previous documents and then others who looked a little bit 7 

more kind of military structured, so more uniforms and -- and definitely much 8 

heavier weapons.   9 

But then, when you say in the aftermath, as we were circulating around the town, and 10 

I would say this is on 7 December, it was more freely the -- the Séléka groups had 11 

been told to stay in their camp and we didn't see any military in the centre of town at 12 

all.  So the -- the -- we didn't see any Anti-Balaka elements, as you would say, 13 

controlling the town in a very structured sense.  So they were not present then on 14 

the 7th, let's say, I didn't see them. But (Redacted)  15 

we could see people that looked like a mixed group. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:09:04] Thank you. 17 

Ms Struyven.  I think you wanted to talk about certain names in private still. 18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:09:13] Yes. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yeah, please. 20 

MS STRUYVEN:    21 

Q.   [12:09:14] So maybe just one -- one question before that.  You explained that  22 

you had (Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  Could you tell us a little bit more about that in general terms  24 

without too many details or names or anything? 25 
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A.   [12:09:35] Yeah, there was (Redacted)   I say "there", in  1 

Bossangoa.  And (Redacted)  And that morning, I think it was just  2 

after breakfast, (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  And I recall that that was before we  4 

left to (Redacted) where we were staying, so I presume it must  5 

have been, I don't know, 8.30, 9 o'clock when (Redacted)  6 

something like that. 7 

Q.   [12:10:16] And were you aware of any other locations in basically western CAR 8 

that you heard of were attacked on that same day?  9 

A.   [12:10:24] In that call (Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

Q.   [12:10:39] Now if I can ask you to have a look at the document in front of you.  So 13 

we're still in closed -- private session.  And if you can look at page 6 of this document.  14 

And it refers to, you will see, (Redacted).  If you can have a look at them  15 

while I read out the ERN numbers.   16 

The ERN numbers are CAR-OTP-2085-2972, 2982, 2992, 3012, 4832 and 4852. 17 

Could you explain to us who these individuals are.  18 

A.   [12:11:31] Yes, this is the family of Peulh that we met outside the imam's house 19 

early on the morning of (Redacted), as I told you earlier on that we went from  20 

the market to the imam's house.  This is the family we met.  And the image in the top left 21 

of that, the boy, young man there, (Redacted) I believe his name was, was the person  22 

I discussed earlier on being injured in his leg and we took to the -- to  23 

the hospital.   24 

Q.   [12:12:15] And for the reference, the image the witness is referring to  25 
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is 2085-2972. 1 

And you refer to an image of a hospital bed.  Am I correct in saying it's the last image 2 

on this page, so the sixth image, which would be 2085-4852, the image of a bed? 3 

A.   [12:12:41] Yes, that's the -- that's the same person after he received his treatment 4 

from the MSF doctors. 5 

Q.   [12:12:47] Now you already explained a little bit about this family.  Just very 6 

specific questions, did they tell you what their nationality was?  Did you discuss that 7 

with them? 8 

A.   [12:13:00] No, I did not.  9 

Q.   [12:13:02] And did -- but did they tell you where they were coming from or what 10 

they were fleeing?  You explained I think that they sought refuge at the imam's house.  11 

Did they explain to you why they were -- that they had come to the imam's  12 

house? 13 

A.   [12:13:17] Yeah, they said that they were in the bush with their cattle and that they 14 

were attacked and that they had some injuries as a result of the attack and they were 15 

coming to Bossangoa to get some treatment and get some medication for -- for 16 

treatment of the injuries that they sustained during the attack for them -- for 17 

the people that were there and for some people that they left back in the bush.  18 

Q.   [12:13:49] And when you say they were attacked, did you get to know who 19 

attacked them? 20 

A.   [12:13:56] Yeah, they specifically said it was a group of Anti-Balaka that attacked 21 

them.  22 

Q.   [12:14:03] Now if I can ask the court officer again to show you the document 23 

CAR-OTP-2001 -- 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:12] Ms Struyven, just a moment. 25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [12:14:14] I'm sorry to intervene, Mr President, but since we're not 1 

showing (Redacted) to the public and since names are not mentioned, I don't  2 

understand why we can't do this in public session because we've been in private 3 

session for a while. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:28] Yeah, me neither.  I have also -- actually I 5 

had also now an email conversation, so to speak.  We have had several times.  We 6 

have of course sometimes to strike a difficult balance between protection and -- and 7 

transparency.  But I also see here no problem.  Also when the -- I already indicated 8 

before the break that when the witness spoke in general terms about what he 9 

witnessed on (Redacted), this could have been, in my opinion, also elicited in  10 

open session.   11 

Also you have to -- you have to see, we get our daily press review and people really 12 

want to follow and try to follow in the CAR.  So it's -- we should always -- I know it's 13 

difficult and there is -- there is not everything white and black here, that's perfectly 14 

clear, but we should try as far as possible to elicit in open session.  15 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:15:35] Yes, Mr President.  I'm now going to try to go over some 16 

names of the individuals that are on the (Redacted), but after that I think we can  17 

indeed safely return to --  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:15:43] But also for the future when (Redacted) 19 

are not shown to the public, and again you said this when you started your 20 

examination, and it is not mentioned that (Redacted) and  21 

is simply to speak in general terms about the story perhaps behind something.  I think 22 

we can do that in open session. 23 

Yeah, please continue. 24 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:16:08] If I may ask the court officer to show again the document 25 
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that we referred to before, which is CAR-OTP-2001-2043, and more specifically this 1 

time at page 2055.  Still the fourth column but a bit higher up, so the paragraphs that 2 

are shown under the wording "Bossangoa".   3 

I can -- I can read it out while the court officer is pulling it up.  It says:   4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

Then in the next paragraph -- I don't need to read the rest of the paragraph.  In 11 

the next paragraphs it refers to:   12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

And if I go to next page, so it's page 2056, it refers to the fact that:   16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

And so my question is you have -- so you have explained that the (Redacted)  that  22 

we see on page 6 of the documents before you are part of this Peulh family that you 23 

saw right before the attack.  Are you in a position to put any of the names that I just 24 

read out to you with the images?  It's not an easy exercise, so it's also fine if you're not 25 
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able to, but is there any name that you remember that is part of that group of 1 

individuals? 2 

A.   [12:19:02] The only one that I can say for certainty is (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) or the young man, 20-something-year-old man that we took to the  4 

hospital.  I can say with certainty that that was his name, yes.  5 

Q.   [12:19:18] Thank you for that.   6 

So I think that we can go back into open session.  I will still ask you questions about 7 

these individuals, but we just of course will not refer to the number nor the names 8 

obviously.  But I also would prefer to avoid referring to the fact that there was 11 9 

individuals because the number 11 is also quite public. 10 

So I think we can try to go back into public session. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:48] Also just a remark, the -- when you refer to 12 

names and the names you refer to are people who supposedly have been killed, I'm 13 

not sure why this cannot be public. 14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:20:07] The angle was more because there were so few  15 

(Redacted)  (Overlapping speakers). 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:20:14] Yeah, yeah, but there is -- there is always 17 

an angle, of course.  Yeah, I understand that.  Yeah, okay. 18 

Open session. 19 

(Open session at 12.20 p.m.) 20 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:20:29] We are in open session, Mr President. 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:20:35] 22 

Q.   [12:20:36] So in respect of the individuals who we just discussed, could you 23 

explain to the Chamber what happened to them after you saw them? 24 

A.   [12:20:51] Yes, (Redacted) at the imam's house and saw him 25 
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go inside and close the door.  We actually -- there was nobody in the area around 1 

the imam's house, it was deserted when we arrived.  So we had to knock on several 2 

doors to get people to come out and that took a few minutes, three or four minutes 3 

before anyone responded.  Then the doors opened and -- and the young boy came out 4 

and sat down.  And then (Redacted) that you see on the left-hand bottom row of  5 

page 6.  And they had some cattle or some mules as well that were there and they 6 

were looking as if they -- he was going to travel back into the bush, the young boy.  7 

But (Redacted) were inside.  I can't recall if the young boy then went off  8 

to the bush or went inside with the cattle or with the mules, but (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  And at that time I  10 

drove off and it was literally probably less than a minute later that we heard 11 

the beginning of gunfire.   12 

And of course the (Redacted) happened all the way through to the end of that day.   13 

We -- a day or so later, a couple of days later I think I travelled back to imam's house 14 

to see what had happened and, when we got there, there were several buildings that 15 

had been burnt and very clearly there had been an intense battle shown by 16 

the number of spent cartridges that were scattered around the floor.  And there were 17 

bullet holes in quite a lot of the walls and there was blood spatter inside the imam's 18 

house, just inside the door on the left-hand side of the imam's house.  I walked in 19 

the door and on the floor on the left of the entrance there was blood and it looked as if 20 

it was maybe one would - I'm speculating - arterial spray when blood shoots out, it 21 

kind of creates a line.  And so there was blood that was showing that sort of pattern, 22 

and lots of it, on the floor in several places in the imam's house.  And we walked 23 

around the imam's house and discovered what looked like a school, a Muslim school 24 

because of the tablets that we quite familiar are seeing young children learning the --25 
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 the Koran on these tablets.  We saw those inside one of the buildings that had been 1 

burnt, and burnt quite badly.  And then -- there was -- there were multiple housings 2 

that had been burnt.  We went inside many of them.  And in one of them there was -- 3 

well, another one of them there was yet more blood inside, there was a handprint in 4 

blood on one of the walls.  There was several spots of, you know, very intense amount 5 

of blood on the floor in several parts of another house.  And there was, in one 6 

occasion, a formation of blood on the wall and behind it there was a bullet hole.  So 7 

the circle of blood on the wall, and right in the centre of it was a bullet hole. 8 

I suspected at the time that somebody had been shot close range in that place and 9 

that's what caused that.  I can't be sure of course.  And we spoke with somebody we 10 

met in that area at that time and he said that he was there at the time of the attack and 11 

managed to escape and he was one of the people that collected the bodies of the 12 

people that were killed on the -- on (Redacted).  And it's that person that we got  13 

the names of the deceased from for the article that we saw earlier. 14 

We also then saw and met in the École de la Liberté a little later that day, if I recall 15 

correctly, or maybe the day after, someone who was in one of those buildings during 16 

the attack and was shot and left for dead in a burning building.  He was unconscious 17 

and woke up as a result of the heat that was burning all around him and managed to 18 

escape the burning building and flee to the École de la Liberté.  And he told us that he 19 

was attacked by Anti-Balaka and certainly one of the people that told us that these 20 

forces were kind of mixed forces of traditional Anti-Balaka and more regimented 21 

FACA presidential guard people within the group.  And he was the one that survived 22 

that was in the École de la Liberté.  I can't recall his name at this time.  23 

Q.   [12:26:27] No, thank you for that.  I'm going to take you back step by step.  And 24 

the first question is do you -- you described several areas that you went into.  Was 25 
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there a common denominator of the areas that you visited at that time? 1 

A.   [12:26:51] Yeah, they were all very close to the imam's house and were -- they 2 

were, it seemed to be that they were, as far as I can -- aware, all of them had evidence 3 

of Arabic writing on -- on papers and on documents that were strewn around 4 

the floor, and identification documents with names that were clearly of a Muslim -- 5 

the names sounded Muslim.  And of course the -- the school, which was very clearly 6 

a Muslim school, which was razed to the ground almost.  There was no roof on it and 7 

all of the walls were black, blackened out.  So it was very clearly a Muslim district and 8 

a Muslim area and Muslims lived in these homes.  That was  9 

clear.  10 

Q.   [12:27:54] I will -- I will come back to that in a second. 11 

But another question is did you end up knowing what happened to the family that 12 

you had visited a few days earlier and of which we saw the images?  13 

A.   [12:28:12] Yeah, the man who picked up the bodies told us that they had all been 14 

killed inside or around the imam's house on (Redacted) by Anti-Balaka.  15 

Q.   [12:28:28] And --  16 

A.   [12:28:30] They said specifically that their throats had been slit.  17 

Q.   [12:28:38] And in (Redacted) earlier we -- we see women and we see  18 

children.  Do you know whether the women and children were also killed during 19 

the attack?  20 

A.   [12:28:54] (Redacted)  21 

(Redacted).  I'm unaware of any infants being killed.  I don't -- I don't know if that 22 

was the case.  23 

Q.   [12:29:15] And then maybe one last question.  Do you know that that family that 24 

you visited, were they anywhere or any way related to armed groups, in this 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-027-Red2-ENG CT WT 29-04-2021 58/101 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case. 



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1577 

29.04.2021          Page 59 

 

particular case the Séléka?  Did you have any knowledge of that? 1 

A.   [12:29:33] I have no knowledge of it.  I was -- I was under the impression that they 2 

were Peulh herders who were looking after cattle in the bush, and I didn't see any 3 

weapons that would indicate that they were part of a military group, they just had 4 

bows and arrows, and handmade.  If there was anything, it was handmade bows and 5 

arrows that I saw.  6 

Q.   [12:29:55] Now if I can ask you to look at the document in front of, and more 7 

specifically at page 8 for the time being.   8 

So for the record it's an image with the name CAR-OTP-2085-3093.  Can you tell us 9 

more about this individual?  10 

A.   [12:30:32] 3093, I don't see it.  I see 3092. 11 

Q.   [12:30:37] Sorry, yes.  12 

A.   [12:30:38] Did you say page 8?   13 

Q.   [12:30:38] Yes, it's page 8 and it's indeed 3092.  14 

A.   [12:30:43] Okay.  Yes, this is a -- this is the person that I was talking about that we 15 

met inside the École de la Liberté who was shot by the Anti-Balaka in his arm and his 16 

shoulder and they left him for dead.  He told us that they burnt his house and he 17 

regained consciousness when -- you know, from the heat around him.  He said it was 18 

burning so much that he woke up and fled and went to -- went to the École de la 19 

Liberté.  20 

Q.   [12:31:24] And so do I understand it correctly that he was actually living there?  21 

A.   [12:31:30] I don't know if he was living there, but he told us he was in one of the 22 

houses.  I don't know if he was visiting or if he was living there, but he was -- he told 23 

us that he was in one of those houses when he was attacked by Anti-Balaka and they 24 

set the house that he was in on fire.  25 
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Q.   [12:31:50] Then if I can ask you to go to page 11 of the document in front of you 1 

and have a look at page 11 and 12.   2 

And again for the record I'm going to call out the ERN numbers.  It's CAR-OTP-2085 3 

and then it is 3212, 3382, 3632, 4262, 4382 and 4432. 4 

Can you tell us more about these images that were given to us.  5 

A.   [12:32:36] (Redacted) the same location just outside  6 

the imam's house and around the area.  So the (Redacted), which has a lot of spent  7 

bullet cartridges, that (Redacted) just a few yards from the imam's house in the centre  8 

of the street.  But we found hundreds of these cartridges all in that same area.  And 9 

then we see, it looks like a rocket from an RPG on the floor.  We found that in a -- 10 

a little bit further up the road towards the marketplace.  I would say halfway between 11 

the marketplace and the imam's house on the road.  It was underneath what I 12 

assumed used to be a telephone card sales kiosk.  It was underneath there.  It looked 13 

like it hadn't gone off on impact.   14 

And then the blood spatter, which is the third image on page 11, is the one that I was 15 

referring to where there was this round impression of blood against a wall with 16 

a bullet hole in the blood.  And I had assumed (Redacted) that –  17 

that this blood spatter was created as a result of somebody being held against that 18 

wall and shot very close range towards the wall.  19 

Q.   [12:34:12] On this topic I would like to show more specific (Redacted) that are not in  20 

the document in front of you. 21 

If I can ask the court officer to show (Redacted).  We'll just look at them.  I will not  22 

ask you questions while we look at them and then I will ask your comments at the 23 

end. 24 

So the first image is CAR-OTP-2085-3112.  25 
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Or I'll -- it may be easier if I ask you the question.  You referred earlier to a hand.  Is 1 

this the hand that you were referring to?  2 

A.   [12:35:13] Yes, that is the handprint that I saw inside one of the buildings.  3 

Q.   [12:35:20] And then if we can look at CAR-OTP-2085-3572. 4 

Can you briefly tell us more about this image.  5 

A.   [12:35:57] Yeah, (Redacted) inside one of the homes and it was on the floor just  6 

inside one of the -- one of the homes.  And I -- I assume came from one of the victims 7 

that was killed there the day or two before this – (Redacted) 8 

Q.   [12:36:24] And if I can show CAR-OTP-2085-3632. 9 

This is similar to the one we already described more briefly.  But so there is indeed 10 

a hole in the middle of it.  Is this the one that you explained that in your opinion 11 

could be the result of a gun -- caused by a gunshot, yeah?  12 

A.   [12:37:15] Yes.  Yes.  And one of the reasons it struck me was it -- it was 13 

approximately the height of somebody who was sitting against the wall would have 14 

been where the head is.  15 

Q.   [12:37:31] And then the last (Redacted) on this topic, it's CAR-OTP-2085-3982. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:07] In the meantime, I think when it's loading 17 

we can give a big thank you to the court officer and the court usher, because 18 

especially when a lot of things, to put it in a generic manner, are shown to a witness 19 

it's really a tough task for them. 20 

So you can continue, Ms Struyven. 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:38:29] 22 

Q.   [12:38:29] Mr Witness, can you tell us more about this (Redacted)   23 

A.   [12:38:33] Yeah, that's the blood which is just inside the entrance of the imam's 24 

house, I believe.  And I think on the top right of that -- the top left of that (Redacted) you  25 
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see the step of the doorway into the imam's house, and this blood we found as soon as 1 

we walked into the imam's house. 2 

Q.   [12:39:09] And so if you can tell or if you came to know at the time did you know 3 

where -- during the attack did you come to know where the Séléka troops were 4 

located? 5 

A.   [12:39:22] Yeah, the Séléka camp at least was several kilometres away from here 6 

back, into the main town, and then left off the main thoroughfare in the bush at the 7 

back.  And -- and the -- there was, as I mentioned earlier on, a Séléka group that we 8 

passed just as the firing started and they were on their vehicle in the marketplace in 9 

the centre of town.  But we didn't see any Séléka close to the imam's house when we 10 

left the Peulh family in the imam's house.  We didn't see anyone.  11 

Q.   [12:40:12] I now have also a few more specific questions about the bullet shells 12 

that you referred to.  13 

And if I can ask the court officer to go to (Redacted)  It's  14 

CAR-OTP-2085-3212. 15 

I will show the images and then maybe ask you the questions at the end.   16 

The second image is CAR-OTP-2085-3382. 17 

And then the next one is CAR-OTP-2085-4262. 18 

And then last one is CAR-OTP-2085-4482. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:42:09] Haven't we seen some of them already?  20 

Okay.  I just -- I just wondered if it is only me or it's -- okay, there is a factual basis for 21 

my impression of a déjà vu. 22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:42:28] There is. 23 

Q.   [12:42:31] Mr Witness, you already explained this earlier, and some of them are 24 

indeed included in the complication.  Can you maybe just confirm where you saw - 25 
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just one last time - where you saw these bullet shells and unexploded weapons? 1 

A.   [12:42:53] They were all around the -- what we were told was the Muslim trading 2 

area, which was just quite close to where the imam's house was.  So when we walked 3 

through that trading area there are a lot of these shells.  And specifically the -- 4 

the drawer that -- that all of the bullet casings and the RPG or what is remaining of an 5 

RPG shell are being held in, that was being shown to us inside one of the Muslim 6 

stalls or shops that had been looted and that that -- that drawer that you see there 7 

was -- had been broken into, if you see what I mean.  It was assumed that maybe 8 

the money was kept there or something was kept there.  And so during the looting 9 

that -- I don't know who did it, but it was -- we were told that it happened on that day 10 

by Anti-Balaka, that these shops were looted and items were -- were taken from 11 

the shops, as well as the killing that I explained or detailed earlier on.  And they were 12 

all in the Muslim trading area, or what I was told was the Muslim trading  13 

area. 14 

Q.   [12:44:12] And then a last (Redacted). 15 

If the court officer can show CAR-OTP-2085-3122. 16 

I will ask you the questions again at the end. 17 

And then the next image is CAR-OTP-2085-3582. 18 

And the next image is CAR-OTP-2085-4062. 19 

And the last image is CAR-OTP-2085-4082. 20 

Mr Witness, can you explain to the judges, to the Chamber what we see in these 21 

images? 22 

A.   [12:46:32] Yes, these are (Redacted) very close to the imam's house inside  23 

the buildings that were looted and set on fire by, we were told, the Anti-Balaka 24 

during the attack on (Redacted).  And the -- the last two images were, I believe, we  25 
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were told was the school, the Muslim school, and these tablets were used at that 1 

school for teaching Koran.  2 

Q.   [12:47:11] And could you -- with your own eyes, did you still see the burning 3 

happening?  Was it still burning?  Could you tell that it had been recently put on  4 

fire?  5 

A.   [12:47:25] Well, we were the -- we were in the area the morning of (Redacted) 6 

very close to, I would say within 10 or 20 metres of several of those buildings, and 7 

they were not destroyed that morning.  So clearly the -- the destruction took place 8 

between our visit, you know, 1 o'clock on (Redacted) and when we went back on 9 

7 December, I believe it was.  And also there's a -- a smell, a recent burning smell 10 

that's very clear.  You know, it goes away after some time and it was still very clear 11 

that this was a recent fire when we were there, the stench of burnt wood and homes.  12 

It was very clear it was recent.  13 

Q.   [12:48:24] Now during your visit of the city did you happen to visit any of the 14 

so-called Christian neighbourhoods?  15 

A.   [12:48:36] In Bossangoa, yes, we -- we didn't visit the neighbourhoods, we visited 16 

the -- most of the time we spent talking to the Christian residents in the church and 17 

those that were living in the church buildings and around the displaced camp that 18 

had strung up in the church grounds.  So we just spent time within those 19 

communities in that place, we didn't go to Christian homes, for example, or -- or 20 

businesses that were owned by Christians.  21 

Q.   [12:49:13] And at that time did you hear of any of the Christian homes being 22 

destroyed or burned or?  23 

A.   [12:49:27] Not on that day, no.  We had heard that it had happened in, for 24 

example, the road between Bangui and Bossangoa, some of those villages were 25 
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so-called Christian animist homes that had been burnt.  But we didn't hear of homes 1 

being burnt on 5 December that were Christian in Bossangoa.  2 

Q.   [12:49:53] Now if I can move to another series of questions and if you can look at 3 

the document in front of you and, more specifically, to the pages 7, 8, 9 and 10.   4 

And while you have a look I can read out the ERNs for the record.  It concerns 5 

CAR-OTP-2085-5082, 5092, 3092, 2402, 4494, 4522, 4532, 4542, 4552, 4562, 4572, 4582. 6 

Now could you explain to the Chamber if you noticed anything in terms of the 7 

number of individuals that you would see here.  And of course you can also first 8 

maybe describe where this -- these images are from.  And how that compares to your 9 

earlier visits.  10 

A.   [12:51:25] Yeah, so all of these (Redacted) in the displaced camp known as  11 

École de la Liberté and they -- that they are the Muslim community that had fled there 12 

for safety.  And we spent some time there in the previous visit and -- and there was, 13 

you know, a few hundred people living around -- around the buildings.  But on this 14 

occasion when we went there it was densely populated by only Muslims, who told us 15 

they had fled there to avoid the attacks of the Anti-Balaka.   16 

Amongst -- amongst the members was the imam and some members of the imam 17 

family and also some parents of people who had been killed.  And I believe in one of 18 

those images is the father of one of the victims being comforted as the community 19 

prays around him. 20 

But, yeah, clearly the population had increased quite significantly on -- from previous 21 

visits to -- to the site.  22 

Q.   [12:52:52] Maybe to come back to what you just said, if I can ask the court officer 23 

to show one particular image, namely CAR-OTP-2085-0582. 24 

Now in the middle of the image it seems indeed that there is an individual who -- 25 
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who was crying.  Is this the individual you just referred to? 1 

A.   [12:53:43] Yes, it is.  2 

Q.   [12:53:48] And did you understand what had happened?  Did he -- was he 3 

the person who explained to you what happened with his family or did you hear it 4 

from someone else? 5 

A.   [12:54:00] No, it was the community, some of the people that were sat around him 6 

that stepped away to explain that they were comforting him because several of his 7 

family members had been killed by the Anti-Balaka on 5 December. 8 

Q.   [12:54:19] Thank you for that. 9 

Now if I can ask the court officer to show the document -- it's the same document 10 

again, it's CAR-OTP-2001-2043, and more specifically at 2062.  It's another document 11 

that we received. 12 

Mr Witness, if I can ask you to just look at the two images. 13 

Could you explain this and also whether or not this corresponds to what you saw at 14 

the time in those camps, or in that camp particularly? 15 

A.   [12:55:33] Yeah, I believe this is a satellite image of the École de la Liberté, both 16 

before the attack on 5 December and after the attack on 5 December.  And the more 17 

populated one corresponds well to my experience of the camp on 7 December, or at 18 

least 7 December when I visited it. 19 

Q.   [12:56:07] Now can you tell us just in general terms what were the living 20 

conditions like at the camp, for as far as you could see? 21 

A.   [12:56:15] I mean it was very densely populated.  There were no significant 22 

latrines or sanitation available.  People were cooking outdoors on pots and pans that 23 

they, I presume, had brought from their homes when they, when they fled.  You 24 

know, as is quite common in displaced camps or refugee camps, you know, the smell 25 
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of cooking and lots of crying and uncomfortable people, children very dirty.  Yeah, 1 

women, basically lots of them, taking care of cooking and their families.  Yeah, very 2 

busy, very, very busy.  3 

Q.   [12:57:02] And did you or were you able to discuss whether or not they were 4 

allowed to leave the camp freely? 5 

A.   [12:57:14] They were allowed to leave but they -- they had to go with an armed 6 

guard.  I seem to remember that they -- if they wanted to travel and pick things up 7 

from their -- their homes, for example, they were asked to go with a -- with an armed 8 

guard.  And also not to travel too far away from the camp, for fear of being attacked 9 

because they were too far away from the protection of the camp.  10 

Q.   [12:57:54] And so when you refer to the protection of the camp, the camp was 11 

protected by members of the African Union troops; is that correct? 12 

A.   [12:58:06] That's correct.  They had different, different groups of soldiers that were 13 

surrounding the camp in different locations, to presumably protect them from attack 14 

from Anti-Balaka.  15 

Q.   [12:58:23] Now, before I move to a next subject, at this time, so during this visit, 16 

this particular visit, was there a point in time either in Bossangoa or around 17 

Bossangoa that you were able to talk to members of the Anti-Balaka?  We've touched 18 

upon that briefly before, but were there any point in time that you were able to 19 

discuss, really discuss things with the -- with members of the Anti-Balaka?  20 

A.   [12:58:57] Not during this stay in the centre of Bossangoa, no.  We could discuss 21 

with a group from Séléka who were in their camp, but the Anti-Balaka had no camp 22 

that I was aware of and they had no central location in town that I was aware of and 23 

we didn't meet with any of them on this trip, in the centre of town that is. 24 

Q.   [12:59:25] Were you able to meet some of them outside of Bossangoa, so in -- in 25 
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different locations, if you remember? 1 

A.   [12:59:33] Yes, so we did travel out on a few occasions to surrounding villages, as 2 

we had done on -- on the (Redacted) , towards the areas where we discussed with  3 

the bridges that had been removed, and we went down those same roads again and 4 

met up with groups of Anti-Balaka.  They were more numerous this time than 5 

the (Redacted) at the checkpoints and they were -- they had more weapons than  6 

they had at the (Redacted).  And we -- we met with several groups of the  7 

Anti-Balaka and we asked, as we had done on previous occasions to go -- to take us to 8 

the person in command and they said that they would take us to see that person in 9 

command.  And we tried to go to the command post, if you will, but the roadblocks 10 

were so significant we could -- we rebuilt several bridges.  But there was an occasion 11 

where there was a -- quite a large tree that had been felled to block the road and it 12 

was impossible for us to take -- take that tree away.  So we couldn't get to the location 13 

that these groups of Anti-Balaka said that their commander was -- was  14 

based in.  15 

Q.   [13:01:09] And do you remember the name of the location?  16 

A.   [13:01:16] I think -- I think it was Benzambé.  And I think that we could only get 17 

as far as a town called Lere, if I recall.  And -- and I think that they said that 18 

the command post was in Benzambé.  But the groups of Anti-Balaka that we travelled 19 

with then -- because we couldn't get to the command post, we then stopped in Lere 20 

and we spoke to the Anti-Balaka commanders that were in that area and they 21 

explained to us more of what -- what had happened on -- on the morning of the -- or 22 

the day of 5 December.  So we spoke to people in Lere at that time.  23 

Q.   [13:02:17] And so were -- is it correct to say that they were aware of -- could you 24 

develop on that, were they aware of the attack of 5 December, either in Bossangoa or 25 
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in Bangui? 1 

A.   [13:02:32] They were aware of the attack in Bossangoa, for sure.  We discussed it 2 

with the group that we tried to travel to the location with.  And several of them who 3 

were travelling with us said that they were -- that they took part in the attack on 4 

5 December and -- and they were -- they -- they shared this with us when we were 5 

travelling with them to find their commanders in, where I believe, Benzambé.  And 6 

then when we couldn't make it there they took us to Lere and they all -- they all 7 

stayed then in Lere and we travelled back to Bossangoa.  And we discussed with 8 

them in Lere and it was very clear that they were aware at least of the attacks of -- in 9 

Bossangoa.  I can't recall if we discussed the attacks in Bangui with them at that time, 10 

but we definitely discussed the attacks in Bossangoa with them.  11 

Q.   [13:03:36] And at the time did they explain you who they were attacking and why 12 

or whether they were pleased with the fact that Bossangoa was attacked or not? 13 

A.   [13:03:49] Yes, they -- the language had hardened somewhat since the previous 14 

(Redacted) and the -- they were attacking the Muslims to try to force them out of the area  15 

that -- that they were living in.  This was Bossangoa was theirs and they didn't want 16 

Muslims there.  The Central African Republic was for the Central African Republicans 17 

and they didn't want Muslims in the country.  So this language was certainly a lot -- felt 18 

a lot harder on (Redacted) post the attack on 5 December than on  19 

previous occasions.  20 

Q.   [13:04:38] And would you be in a position to -- to estimate in -- to any extent 21 

the number or the -- yeah, the number of Anti-Balaka.  You mentioned that they were 22 

more numerous, but would you be in a position to evaluate in that region how many 23 

or how numerous they were?  Did you get any sense of the numbers?  24 

A.   [13:05:06] I suppose (Redacted) on that day I would have seen between 50 and  25 
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a hundred, along the road and in the villages, of armed Anti-Balaka.  They weren't in 1 

one location, they were in lots of different locations, some of them manning 2 

the checkpoints or the bridges, as we discussed before, others just hanging around 3 

the villages.  They were -- they were numerous.  4 

Q.   [13:05:38] And in terms of communications did they -- did they explain to you 5 

how -- or whether and how they were communicating amongst each other at that 6 

time?  7 

A.   [13:05:52] No, they didn't.  They didn't.  They didn't share with us any knowledge 8 

of that.  They just said that they could take us to their commander, who was in 9 

Benzambé.  I don't recall how they would have known that, whether they had, you 10 

know, telephones or anything.  I know the only -- the only way that we would 11 

communicate - because of security concerns, we of course had to stay in 12 

communication - the only way that we could communicate at that time was to have 13 

a satellite phone with us, and so the only form of communication that would have 14 

worked out there would have been a satellite phone.  So communication could have 15 

only happened that way or travelling between villages physically. 16 

Q.   [13:06:46] So moving to a different or the -- 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:06:49] May I recall the time.  Perhaps it would be 18 

now time to have the lunch break.  And would also like to recall that, for the further 19 

questioning, that this is a Rule 68(3) witness. 20 

So then we have the lunch break until 2.30. 21 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:07:06] All rise. 22 

(Recess taken at 1.07 p.m.)  23 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.31 p.m.) 24 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:31:11] All rise. 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-027-Red2-ENG CT WT 29-04-2021 70/101 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case. 



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1577 

29.04.2021          Page 71 

 

Please be seated. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:31:37] Good afternoon.  I see that this is the 2 

complete report now, as I understand it.  Thank you very much to the Ngaïssona 3 

Defence.  This is unexceptional.  If you only use two pages, it's -- it's absolutely okay 4 

what you did.  But since the OTP also brought it up, simply as a matter of additional 5 

information for the Chamber, it was -- we appreciate that.  Thank you.   6 

Ms Struyven, you still have the floor. 7 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:32:04] Thank you, Mr President.  8 

Q.   [14:32:06] So, Mr Witness, I will now ask you questions about another visit.  This 9 

time a visit of Bangui that you -- when -- so you visited Bangui at the end of January 10 

until roughly the mid of February, and I will ask you a few questions with certain 11 

information as chronologically as I can, to put it that way.   12 

So I will start with a series of questions in relation to the images that you can see in 13 

the document in front of you, and more specifically at page 23.  So we're in open 14 

session right now, but if you could -- if you could go to page 23 of the document in 15 

front of you.   16 

And so for the record, while you have a look at the images, I will read out the ERNs 17 

that are concerned.  It is CAR-OTP-2086-0480, 0500, 0570, 0610, 0640 and 0650. 18 

And so my question is if you can explain to the Chamber the circumstances of these 19 

images, who these individuals are, why they are there, and what happened to them? 20 

A.   [14:33:47] Yes.  So we had taken a trip outside of Bangui for the day, and we were 21 

returning to the city and saw just at the kind of -- at the entrance of the city, * around PK12, 22 

PK13, PK14, there was a -- there was a commotion around the  23 

compound and it looked like there was some (Redacted) that were there  24 

too.  We stopped the vehicle and -- and saw some -- some  25 
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people that we knew (Redacted)  there and they were talking to members of this family 1 

inside a compound.   2 

And outside the compound was a growing crowd of both civilians and others who 3 

identified as Anti-Balaka.  They told us they were Anti-Balaka.  They were dressed, 4 

they were -- some of them were armed.  And then we said that -- we asked what was 5 

happening and the -- inside the crowd, and the Anti-Balaka in the crowd said that this 6 

family has been accused of assisting the Séléka whilst the Séléka were in power and -- 7 

and that they were going to lynch them.   8 

And just to put this in context, this was probably one of the few inhabited compounds 9 

at that time in this area.  Most of the compounds had already been emptied as a result 10 

of the, you know, actions and the fear that has grown towards the Muslim 11 

community.  So this was probably one of the last compounds that was still inhabited 12 

by a Muslim family.   13 

They -- they came out of the -- just to the door area to (Redacted),  14 

and all at the same time this crowd is getting bigger and -- and the  15 

elements in the crowd, especially the Anti-Balaka elements, are getting more and 16 

more agitated and angry, and they're screaming that they are going to kill these 17 

people as soon as we leave, as soon as sundown comes, that they're going to kill them.  18 

(Redacted), over a period of  19 

half an hour, 45 minutes, and we kept on getting refusals to assist them to leave.  20 

Eventually, the French came with a truck, I believe.  And that truck you can see in 21 

the -- in the images and we -- and the family loaded as much as they could onto the 22 

truck and drove to the enclave that was where most of the Muslim communities were 23 

fleeing to from around this region PK12, PK13, PK11.  They were going to this enclave 24 

where the -- the French troops were keeping them safe.   25 
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But the crowd was very clear in their statements, that they were accusing them of 1 

collaborating with the Séléka and that they were going to kill them as soon as 2 

sundown came and that the -- and (Redacted). 3 

Q.   [14:37:09] And so, again, on the -- on the images we see also women and children.  4 

Did you understand these threats to also concern them? 5 

A.   [14:37:20] Yeah, the threat was towards the whole family.  It was -- it wasn't to 6 

any specific individual.  It was to the whole family. 7 

Q.   [14:37:31] Thank you.  If I can now show you another image, which is from the 8 

day after these images.  I'm not going to specify the particular days, but it's, again, the 9 

end of January of 2014. 10 

And if the court officer can show CAR-OTP-2086-0690, which can, of course, not be 11 

shown to the public.   12 

And so my question, Mr Witness, could you explain, again in relatively general terms, 13 

what -- what you see here, or who this individual is and what the circumstances are 14 

of the consequences of what happened to him? 15 

A.   [14:38:38] I don't see anything on screen yet.  Just wait.   16 

Okay.  So (Redacted) in the Muslim enclave of PK12, a relatively densely  17 

populated community because all of -- I'd say, a large percentage of the Muslim 18 

population from around PK12 had moved into this enclave and it was being 19 

protected, at least on the Bangui side, by French troops.  And the -- the Muslim 20 

population had gathered there with all of their belongings, slowly loading them onto 21 

trucks to leave the city.   22 

And there's a lot of traders moving things around in that trading cart that this body is 23 

being carried in.  It's kind of evidence of the trading that was going on. 24 

And then this -- this man was a victim of a grenade attack.  The -- the local 25 
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population -- we were there just as it happened, we heard the explosion, but didn't 1 

see it happen.  But the -- the local population said that a grenade was thrown into this 2 

enclave from outside.  They say presumably by the Anti-Balaka.  And this -- the 3 

grenade went off and killed this man instantly.   4 

We then followed -- followed this group of people down towards the mosque where 5 

they put the body of this man into a coffin in -- just outside the mosque at the bottom 6 

end of the Muslim enclave on the right-hand side of the road, which is quite a bit -- 7 

quite a bit back from the main road.  I would say a hundred metres -- 70 to a hundred 8 

metres back from the main road.  And -- and whilst they were loading the victim into 9 

a coffin, then we were attacked -- or that group were attacked with Kalashnikov.  We 10 

received bullets into the -- into the mosque and the -- the group that was loading this 11 

body into the coffin fled back to the main road.   12 

What then transpired is we heard huge fire, clearly, not Kalashnikov fire, very 13 

distinctively different.  I presume those shots were coming from the French weapons.  14 

And then just a couple of minutes later we saw that -- yeah, that people were killed as 15 

a result of the French fire.  So there were yet more bodies in this -- in this area.  It was 16 

very chaotic period. 17 

Q.   [14:42:15] Thank you for that explanation.   18 

Now chronologically I would like to show you another image that is from a few days 19 

after this one.  It's still the end of January of 2014.   20 

And if the court officer can this time around show three documents.  They're all of the 21 

same event, but I think it's important that we see all three of them.  It's 22 

CAR-OTP-2086-7190.  Then CAR-OTP -- well, I'll wait.   23 

And if we can move to the next one, which is CAR-OTP-2086-7250.  24 

A.   [14:43:12] I didn't see the first one. 25 
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Q.   [14:43:14] Oh, I'm sorry.  Then we'll -- we'll wait. 1 

A.   [14:43:15] Yeah, okay.  I see one now, yeah. 2 

Q.   [14:43:18] And then if we can see the next one, which is -- which ends in 7250. 3 

A.   [14:43:42] Yeah. 4 

Q.   (Microphone not activated)  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:43:46] Microphone, please. 6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:43:47] Sorry. 7 

Q.   [14:43:48] It's the same sequence, but it ends in 7390.   8 

And if we can -- on the third picture, if we can also eventually zoom in on the chest of 9 

the individual who's holding the knife. 10 

So, Mr Witness, the question is -- is the same.  Could you explain to us the 11 

circumstances of -- of this event? 12 

A.   [14:44:22] Yeah, we were driving.  If I recall correctly, this happened in an area of 13 

Bangui called Combattant.  We were driving in a vehicle and I saw out of the window 14 

this man lying on the ground.  At that point he was already dead, and he was 15 

surrounded by these youths and Anti-Balaka -- I assume are Anti-Balaka, given what 16 

they were wearing and how they were behaving.  And we stopped the car and just a 17 

few yards away was a French -- French vehicle, armoured vehicle, and there were lots 18 

of French soldiers very close to this body, although not next to this body.  There was 19 

another body across the other side of the road in a -- in a compound, so there were 20 

two people killed in this incident.   21 

I noticed that the -- the people that were surrounding this particular body were 22 

carrying on mutilating, and (Redacted) you know, we witnessed what was  23 

happening, as you see in these documents.  And then we went across the road to see 24 

the other body in the other compound and the condition was much the same as this 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-027-Red2-ENG CT WT 29-04-2021 75/101 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case. 



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1577 

29.04.2021          Page 76 

 

one.  (Redacted) the French military as to what had happened, and they told  1 

us that Anti-Balaka had killed these two as they suspected Séléka collaborators. 2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) also there, and they confirmed that it was, you  4 

know, between 30 seconds and a minute before we arrived that these two people 5 

were killed.  And it seems that they were stopped in the marketplace and chased 6 

through the market and then over -- overcome in two different locations, one on this 7 

side of the road and one on the other side of the road.  There were multiple people 8 

chasing them.  You know, it wasn't, you know, just one person that was doing it, it 9 

was a group of people that were involved.  And a lot of the people around the body at 10 

the time when we arrived were dressed like the man that we see in the (Redacted). 11 

Q.   [14:46:55] Do you mean by that with the gris-gris? 12 

A.   [14:46:59] With the gris-gris, yeah, wearing things that, you know, we have seen 13 

Anti-Balaka groups wearing in -- in their command posts around Bangui at that time, 14 

yeah. 15 

Q.   [14:47:14] And then one last (Redacted), which is, again, a few days  16 

later as the previous one, and this time it is in the beginning of February of 2014.   17 

And if the court officer can show CAR-OTP-2085-7635. 18 

A.   [14:47:51] Yeah. 19 

Q.   [14:47:52] So the question is, again, the same.  Can you recall the circumstances 20 

surrounding this image? 21 

A.   [14:47:59] (Redacted) -- I believe it's called the Central Stadium or  22 

the Main Stadium in Bangui, and (Redacted) just after an event which was the  23 

inauguration -- I believe it was the inauguration of the FACA, the very first 24 

inauguration, the first day that Samba-Panza addressed the collective unit of FACA.  25 
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There were hundreds, if not thousands, of FACA in the stadium at the time, and the 1 

groups within the stadium accused someone within the stadium of being a Séléka 2 

collaborator, or Séléka, and collectively the whole group then attacked this individual 3 

and, you know, kicked him continuously until he was unconscious and then took his 4 

body and put it on a fire.  And this is the -- these are the remains of -- of his -- of his 5 

body after the fire was put out by international peacekeepers, I believe, at the time. 6 

Q.   [14:49:16] Thank you.  I would like to now take you to another (Redacted),  7 

and it is in the document in front of you.  It's pages 20, 21, and 22.  And this is, again, 8 

a few days after the last image.  So I'm trying to go chronological.   9 

And so while you have a chance to look at these images that we received, I'm going to 10 

read out, for the record, the ERN numbers.  It is CAR-OTP-2085-9425, 9435, 9445, 11 

9455, 9465, 9485, 9495, 9505, 9515, 9525 and 9535.   12 

And, yes, so the question is the same.  Can you explain to us what we see here and 13 

how the atmosphere was at the time, what was -- what was going on? 14 

A.   [14:50:50] Yeah, so the -- the community that I referred to earlier on living in the 15 

Muslim enclave had, over several days, been loading trucks, and some of them had 16 

left independently to go towards Chad or further north to areas they felt were safe for 17 

them to live.  The reason they were fleeing was because their -- because they told me 18 

that their homes had been burned and they'd been chased out of the areas that they 19 

were living in by -- by Muslim -- you know, people who were trying to force Muslims 20 

out.  And the -- so they were putting all of their belongings in these trucks.  There 21 

have been stories that smaller vehicles who had left on their own had been attacked 22 

by groups of Anti-Balaka on the road going north, and so this was a collective 23 

assembly and a convoy that was accompanied by people who told us they were 24 

Chadian special forces when we asked.  There were several Chadian vehicles that 25 
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were taking a convoy of lorries from the enclave in PK12 out of the county towards 1 

Chad.   2 

I can't recall how many trucks, I would imagine like 40, 50.  I think I remember 3 

(Redacted) and counting the trucks and I counted I think at least 50 trucks  4 

leaving.  The image we see now is of a Chadian special forces soldier guarding these 5 

communities.  We followed them for several kilometres up the road and saw evidence 6 

that there had been attacks on these trucks and some bodies had -- or some people 7 

had been shot whilst they were on the trucks as they drove through villages, by 8 

Anti-Balaka, and those bodies were on the ground as we, you know, went north.  9 

There were also bodies that fell off these trucks more in the actually centre of Bangui.  10 

One instance was that a man we were told was caught by an electric wire or a 11 

telephone wire over the road and it dragged him on to the floor and -- and he was 12 

lynched much in a way that we saw the previous bodies from Combattant where he 13 

was -- his arms were cut off and his penis was cut off and his legs was cut off.    14 

So, yeah, so these -- these convoys, whilst they were accompanied by Chadians, 15 

they -- they were also being attacked on the road as they went north.  16 

Q.   [14:53:52] And the individuals who were loading or loaded on to these trucks, can 17 

you tell us more about them? 18 

A.   [14:53:59] They were mostly people who lived around the areas of PK12, PK11, 19 

PK13 that were of Muslim ethnicity.  They told us that they had been persecuted 20 

continuously over several weeks and they had no option but to leave the country.  21 

They said that they had never lived in places like Chad before, they'd lived in 22 

Central African Republic their whole life and they identified as 23 

Central African Republicans, but they were given no choice but to leave because of 24 

security reasons. 25 
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Q.   [14:54:50] Now, in general terms, you talked about 40, approximately 40 trucks.  1 

How public was this in a sense of, in your assessment, how much would it have been 2 

common knowledge at the time that the Muslims were leaving Bangui? 3 

A.   [14:55:16] I think it would have been very difficult for people not to be aware 4 

these -- these trucks were being loaded in the area of PK12 for days if not weeks 5 

before this event.  We went into this enclave on multiple occasions and slowly these 6 

trucks were being loaded and every day there were more trucks.  So it was -- if 7 

anyone was ever close to this area, it would have been impossible not to know it was 8 

happening.  Plus, in addition there were other lorries that were being driven from 9 

PK5 that day, and they were driving through the centre of town, and that's how we 10 

knew of the timing of this because we stumbled on -- we were always, you know, 11 

wanting to be in this area as they left and we found out that they were leaving as we 12 

-- as we saw the trucks driving through the centre of the city.  So the whole city was 13 

aware that these people were being taken out.  It was very clear. 14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:56:32] Mr President, I think Mr Knoops had a -- an objection.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:56:36] Mr Knoops. 16 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:56:36] Yeah, well -- sorry, my objection would have been that it's I 17 

think not for this witness to say something about what is common knowledge.  How 18 

can a witness possibly say something which could be common knowledge?  The 19 

witness already answered the question to a certain extent, but I don't think a witness 20 

can be asked in general what was the common knowledge in those days. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:57:03] I think that that is correct.  On the other 22 

side, the Chamber can always put it into perspective and will evaluate it, of course, 23 

that's perfectly clear.  We can distinguish between the perceptions and what the 24 

witnesses themselves saw and what they can testify about, and what is common 25 
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knowledge or not common knowledge.  And then sometimes it simply is saying when 1 

you are -- when you are testifying you say you know at the time it was common 2 

knowledge, so, and we will put that into perspective later on.  Ms Struyven, please 3 

continue. 4 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:57:39] Thank you, Mr President.  5 

Q.   [14:57:41] I will now ask you further questions, but not about events in Bangui, 6 

but rather about events in other locations that you may have visited in the provinces.   7 

And I'm going to start with the city of Boda, which I understand you also (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  And so if I can ask you to look at the document in front of you, and  9 

more specifically pages 25 and 26.  And while you have a look at the images, I will, 10 

for the record, read out the ERNs.  It concerns CAR-OTP-2085-6655, 6715, 6725, 6735, 11 

6755, 7395, 7575 and 7595.   12 

And so my question is could you explain to the Chamber what you -- again a general 13 

-- how the atmosphere was when you arrived, what you saw, and what you see on 14 

these images? 15 

A.   [14:59:16] Yeah, so we drove towards Boda on this occasion, and on the outskirts 16 

of the town we -- we saw smoke and it felt very tense.  And we could see from a long 17 

distance that there was a crowd in the centre of town, and so we were very cautious 18 

to drive into town, he didn't know what reception we would get, we didn't know who 19 

was there.  So we stopped on vehicle and we proceeded on foot and walked maybe 20 

200 metres on foot towards the centre of Boda where we found, you know, a crowd - 21 

pretty much as the image you saw on the screen just now - gathered, who were 22 

holding artisanal weapons and machetes.  It was a very tense atmosphere.  It -- the 23 

community told us that they were expecting an attack quite soon.   24 

We went past the main area where the crowd was gathered, up towards the main 25 
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market area, and saw the buildings burnt there - as we see on screen - and evidence 1 

that there had been an attack on the main market and it had been destroyed and 2 

looted.  We looked around this area, you know, for evidence of, you know, what sort 3 

of area this was, and it -- and it looked like a lot of these buildings and businesses 4 

were owned by the Muslim community given the names on the buildings.  And we 5 

then went to discuss with the community what had happened.  We -- we I think 6 

spoke to several diamond dealers.  There were -- it was a community that was known 7 

very much for their diamond dealing business, and we spoke to them and they told 8 

us that over several days that they had been attacked by Anti-Balaka, and this started 9 

to occur in -- in a significant way once the Séléka left the town.  We didn't see any 10 

evidence of Séléka presence when we were there.  There were no kind of official 11 

Séléka soldiers in the town and the local population told us that the attacks had 12 

increased once the Séléka had left.   13 

We were shown different -- to different buildings, like the image that you see now 14 

with different communities living in the compounds in -- in Boda.  They fled from 15 

outside the region or they were families from some of the buildings that had been 16 

burnt.  There were some people who were also there that had fled to Boda from 17 

outside of Boda who had been attacked.  And these gentlemen that you see here had 18 

evidence of machete wounds on their heads and on their backs and shoulders and 19 

necks.   20 

And then, yeah, there was a -- we also I think found -- whilst we were there in the 21 

centre of town we, I recall, walked up towards the marketplace and received some 22 

incoming fire from the hill behind the -- the main market.  The bullets kind of hitting 23 

the floor quite -- quite a few metres away from where we were, but there was 24 

incoming fire coming into the community whilst we were there.  25 
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Q.   [15:03:05] And so you explained that the Séléka had left.  Who was being targeted 1 

then at that -- at that point when you were there and you say that the bullets were 2 

coming in?  Where were they coming from or who was firing those bullets? 3 

A.   [15:03:19] Well, the community that was there at the time was only Muslim and 4 

Peulh.  And as far as I'm aware, the -- the bullets I assumed were coming from 5 

Anti-Balaka who were surrounding the town and firing into this community.  Given 6 

the -- the bullets hit the floor quite close to where we were, they were -- they were 7 

firing at this community. 8 

Q.   [15:03:53] Thank you for that.  Now, as I understand it, you also then moved on 9 

on your way back to Bangui.  Maybe I should know the images first.  If you can look 10 

at the document in front of you, and more specifically at page 27.   11 

And for the record, it is CAR-OTP-2085-7605.   12 

Could you explain what we see here? 13 

A.   [15:04:38] Should I wait until it's on screen?  14 

Q.   [15:04:42] No, you can go ahead if you want to.  15 

A.   [15:04:46] Okay.  So --  16 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:04:48] I'm sorry -- I'm sorry to intervene.  If you don't mind waiting, 17 

because it's the only way for our client to see the pictures.  Thank you. 18 

THE WITNESS:  [15:04:59] So as we left the community in Boda driving back towards 19 

Bangui, just after a few minutes we saw these -- these men walking down the road in 20 

front of our vehicle.  We stopped the vehicle and asked them who they were and 21 

where they were going and they said that they were going to Boda to kill Muslims.  22 

We asked them who they were and they said that they were Anti-Balaka and that 23 

they were trying to make sure that the -- that Muslims were cleared out of 24 

Central African Republic. 25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [15:05:50] 1 

Q.   [15:05:52] Thank you for that. 2 

And then did you -- on the images we can see indeed some weapons and some 3 

gris-gris and some machetes.  Were there any more sophisticated weapons that they 4 

had that you could see?  5 

A.   [15:06:13] No, the weapons that you see in the -- in the image were the -- the 6 

weapons that -- that we had there.  There was nothing more sophisticated than that. 7 

Q.   [15:06:26] And then I understand that you returned back to Bangui.  Did you 8 

encounter anyone else on -- on the road back to Bangui? 9 

A.   [15:06:37] Yes, so we were driving, it was getting late.  It was probably too late to 10 

be travelling on the roads at that time.  And we arrived in Mbaïki, I believe.  And just 11 

on the outskirts of Mbaïki we -- we came across a group of very heavily armed 12 

Anti-Balaka, very different to the group that we'd just seen a bit further down the 13 

road. * These were on vehicles with heavy weapons and the people formed into some 14 

kind of regiment and were following some regimental marching outside the 15 

compound in Mbaiki.  As we were driving into Mbaïki it would have been on the 16 

right-hand side of the road and one of the first buildings that you come to as you're 17 

driving into Mbaïki from Boda.  We stopped the vehicle and got out, and (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) and we were immediately stopped.  One of them ran across  19 

to us, heavily armed, and told us that we were not allowed (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  And we -- we asked what they were doing and who they were and  21 

they said they were Anti-Balaka.  And we asked where they were going and they said 22 

they were going to Boda.  But then they said, in a very threatening way, that we had 23 

to leave.  So unlike the previous groups that we'd met that we could have a 24 

conversation with, this group was very aggressive, very regimented and extremely 25 
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heavily armed.   1 

We went into Mbaïki and asked around what, you know, what was happening in the 2 

town, and we were told that the -- that there was a group of Anti-Balaka in the -- in 3 

the town, and it was led by somebody called Rambo.   4 

We couldn't go any further that night, it was too late, so we -- we asked the French 5 

soldiers if we could stay with them that night and we -- we slept over in Mbaïki that 6 

night with the French soldiers. 7 

Q.   [15:09:01] And at the time did you get any additional information about this 8 

individual called -- that they referred to as Rambo? 9 

A.   [15:09:10] No, I just heard that they were in town and they were the Anti-Balaka 10 

group that was in Boda at the time.  Not Boda -- Mbaïki at the time.  11 

Q.   [15:09:28] And did you get to know whether there was any links between this 12 

heavily armed group and the FACA? 13 

A.   [15:09:37] We didn't speak about the FACA, as far as I can recollect.  No, I didn't -- 14 

I didn't hear any, as far as I'm aware, any link to the FACA. 15 

Q.   [15:09:55] Now if I can ask you to look at another (Redacted) in the 16 

document in front of you, and more specifically at pages 28, 29 and 30.  And again, 17 

chronologically this is in the same period, this is early February 2012.  18 

While you're looking at the images I will -- I will refer to the ERN numbers.  It 19 

concerns CAR-OTP-2085-7655, 7675, 7715, 7835, 7925, 7995, 8235, 8275, 8315, 8405, 20 

8525, 8655, 8735 and 8835.   21 

And so the first -- well, I'll wait until the images ...  22 

So we're in early February 2014.  Can you explain to the Chamber what we can sense 23 

or see, or what the atmosphere was in Yaloke at that time and what we can see here. 24 

A.   [15:11:41] Yeah, so travelling into Yaloke on this day, we started to see quite early 25 
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that something was happening.  Several kilometres down the road we saw burnt out 1 

and smoldering vehicles on the road, on the side of the road.  We saw burnt out and 2 

still smoldering buildings on the side of the road before we got to Yaloke.  And then, 3 

as we were getting closer to the town of Yaloke, we could see stretched out in front of 4 

us the -- the whole town felt like that it had been burnt and looted.  There was -- 5 

everything from the shops was on the ground in front, and all of the buildings around 6 

the -- the main city had been -- had been burnt.  And the -- the buildings and the 7 

businesses were in the process of being looted while we were there by a mix of 8 

Anti-Balaka and -- and local community.   9 

We went further into the town and we saw a French military vehicle which was 10 

stationed outside the mosque, and then also outside the mosque was a group of 11 

Anti-Balaka.  And we were shown into -- inside the mosque and we sat down with 12 

the people that were inside the mosque and they told us that Yaloke over several days 13 

had had attacks by Anti-Balaka on the Muslim community after the Séléka had left, 14 

and -- and that most of the Muslims had left the city and only a small -- I think the 15 

community was made 25, or 50 maximum, Muslims that were left in Yaloke at that 16 

time.   17 

What was interesting really about this occasion also was that the Anti-Balaka that 18 

were outside the mosque were told that they were protecting -- they were a local 19 

Anti-Balaka group, they said, and they were protecting the Muslim community 20 

against attacks from an external Anti-Balaka group, a much more heavily armed 21 

Anti-Balaka group from outside. 22 

Q.   [15:14:13] And did you get more information about these external, so-called 23 

external Anti-Balakas? 24 

A.   [15:14:19] No, apart from the fact that they were much more professionally armed 25 
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than the group that were -- were stationed in Yaloke.  They had heavier weapons and 1 

better weapons and several of the local Anti-Balaka had been killed by them.  We saw 2 

the bodies. 3 

Q.   [15:14:44] And when you say that the Muslims or a lot of the Muslims had left, 4 

what do you mean by that?  Or where did they leave to, according to your 5 

information at the time? 6 

A.   [15:14:56] I believe that they had fled in -- in different directions over a period of 7 

several days.  Some towards -- towards Bangui, but others north and out of the 8 

country, north and northwest it would have been.  So I believe that they had fled to 9 

get to another country rather than stay in Central African Republic. 10 

Q.   [15:15:38] If I can ask you now to go the next page of the document in front of 11 

you, and that would be page 31.   12 

And while you have a look at the -- there's four images, I will read them out for the 13 

record.  It concerns CAR-OTP-2085-8915, 8925, 8955 and 9375.   14 

Just briefly again, could you explain to us more about these? 15 

A.   [15:16:13] These are the Anti-Balaka that we found outside the mosque in Yaloke 16 

and they said some of their members had been killed.  Sorry, are we looking at 17 

different images now?  I'm a bit confused.  There was a different image -- yeah, okay.  18 

That one.  Yeah, these were Anti-Balaka that were outside the mosque in Yaloke. 19 

Q.   [15:17:07] And if we look -- I'll just wait for the last image.   20 

Yeah, so this one is CAR-OTP-2085-9375.  Can you just briefly again explain to us 21 

what we see here? 22 

A.   [15:18:14] Yeah, these -- this is everything that looked like it was either -- used to 23 

be in the buildings to the -- it's a bit dark on the right-hand side there, but those are 24 

burnt out buildings, shops probably, from the trading centre in Yaloke.  And the -- 25 
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this was -- it was the same on both sides of the road, that it looked like the whole area 1 

and shops had been looted systematically over several hours and cleaned  2 

out.   3 

A lot of the material (Redacted), and it was clearly an area where  4 

Muslims had traded or lived because a lot of the documents were of Muslim origin or 5 

in Arabic. 6 

Q.   [15:19:13] Thank you for that.  I now have a few questions about a series of other 7 

areas, so it's going to be much more general questions, and I'm going to show you a 8 

few images but not that many.   9 

So you visited, of course, obviously many, many different places.  But I have specific 10 

questions about the villages of Boali and Boyali - spelled differently - and Bossembélé, 11 

which you visited again in the same period.  Without going into details about every 12 

single village, was there any resemblance that you could distinguish visiting all of 13 

these places in -- in the Central -- in the western part of the Central African Republic.  14 

What I mean is, was there any, you know, thing that you would see over and over 15 

again visiting those different areas?  Was there some general features that you could 16 

identify visiting these villages? 17 

A.   [15:20:21] Yeah, there was.  Some things that we saw a lot of in Boali and Boyali 18 

are -- were persecuted Muslim communities.  In Boali we saw several hundred 19 

Muslims living in the Catholic Church being protected by the priest there.  That went 20 

on for several weeks.  That community was targeted specifically by the Anti-Balaka 21 

group that was living in the town and slowly attacking them.  Several people were 22 

killed from the outskirts as they went out of the church to try to get food  23 

or water.   24 

In other areas, Boyali, we saw a burnt-out mosque and -- and evidence of an attack on 25 
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Muslims similar to we saw in Bossangoa, so we saw blood on the ground and 1 

evidence of people being tied up with rope and blood on the ropes and burnt-out 2 

mosques and burnt Muslim communities and Muslim trading areas again, evidence 3 

that there was a lot of Muslim materials, reading and identity cards (Redacted)  4 

(Redacted).  And so, yeah, that would be the thing that links -- a common thing  5 

that links those communities we saw quite regularly. 6 

Q.   [15:21:48] And when you visited those communities were there still Muslims 7 

present or had they gone elsewhere, and if so, where? 8 

A.   [15:22:00] Only in -- as far as I recall, only in Boali were there Peulh and Muslims 9 

living in the church being protected by the priest.  But in the other areas, the Muslims 10 

had already left those communities, from what I recall. 11 

Q.   [15:22:24] Now I would like to show you one particular image.   12 

If I can ask the court officer to show CAR-OTP-2086-3640.  13 

A.   [15:22:40] Can I just add something, sorry.  I just remembered something about 14 

Bossembélé.  There were also some Muslims being held by another priest in 15 

Bossembélé, so there were two areas where Muslims were seeking sanctuary in a 16 

church, both in Boyali -- Boali and in Bossembélé. 17 

Q.   [15:22:59] Thank you for that.   18 

If can you see it -- if you can see the image on your screen, could you explain to us 19 

who this is? 20 

A.   [15:23:18] Yeah, this is the child of a Muslim woman who was killed along with, if 21 

I recall, three other adults and three children.  They were attempting to go to Bangui 22 

and they were stopped at a checkpoint, I believe in Boyali, and they were dragged out 23 

of the car by Anti-Balaka at the checkpoint and killed.  Just before the mother of this 24 

child left the vehicle, she handed the -- the child to a Christian lady who was in the 25 
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car and asked her to look after her -- or after the child.  And -- and after the 1 

Anti-Balaka killed the people in the car, the -- the lady continued to Bangui and gave 2 

that child to the gentleman that you see in the picture who was being a guardian for it 3 

when we -- when we met them. 4 

Q.   [15:24:34] Thank you for that.  If I can show you one more image. 5 

And if I can ask the court officer to show CAR-OTP-2086-3660.   6 

If can you tell us more about this individual.  7 

A.   [15:25:23] Yeah, this individual was in the same house as the child, and as a result 8 

of the event, he hadn't spoken for -- or since the event and was going clearly through 9 

some significant psychological trauma as a result of -- as a result of his experiences.  10 

He was lethargic, slept most of the day, hasn't spoken to anybody and was hardly 11 

eating. 12 

Q.   [15:25:58] Thank you for that.  And then a general question.  So after you've gone 13 

through the provinces, after you visited the provinces, when you returned back to 14 

Bangui, did you have a sense that this information of what was going on in the 15 

provinces was publicised in Bangui?  In other words, was there any communication, 16 

generally speaking, of what was going on in the provinces?  17 

A.   [15:26:28] Can you clarify when you mean publication, are you talking about 18 

radio or newspapers or how --   19 

Q.   [15:26:35] Any format.  Was there any -- did you come to know any way of -- was 20 

there any proof that the people in Bangui at the time - so we're talking about early 21 

February - were aware of what was going on in the provinces through media or 22 

through other means?  23 

A.   [15:26:55] There was a -- there was a general conversation that was, you know, 24 

things were going on in the towns around outside of Bangui.  And so, you know, 25 
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many people were aware, both in the international community and the local 1 

community, that, you know, there was -- there were attacks and things were going on 2 

outside of Bangui.  It was -- they knew that -- it was very clear in the city that this 3 

wasn't just happening in Bangui. 4 

Q.   [15:27:24] Thank you.  I'm going to ask you some questions, and that's the last 5 

series of questions, about a different period and other visits.  But before I do, I would 6 

like you to have a look - and that's for a more general question - at the document that 7 

we received and which covers also the same period as the one that you covered, 8 

namely in November 2013, February 2014.  And so I would like you to have a look at 9 

the document with the ERN CAR-OTP-2001-2237.   10 

(Redacted) (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted).  And if I could  12 

ask you to have a look -- or if the court officer could show -- it's tab 1 for the judges.  If 13 

the court officer could show (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

And, Mr Witness, if you can just read -- so I can -- I can paraphrase parts of it.  It says 17 

that there is a clear structure within the Anti-Balaka militias --  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:20] I think it's better if you not paraphrase.  I 19 

think it's quicker when the witness reads it himself.  I think it's only one paragraph 20 

and then you ask your question. 21 

THE WITNESS:  [15:29:49] Yeah, I've read it. 22 

MS STRUYVEN:    23 

Q.   [15:29:50] And if you can move to the next page, just the beginning -- the end of 24 

that same paragraph, so it's the first paragraph of page 5.   25 
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A.   [15:30:22] Yes, I'm finished. 1 

Q.   [15:30:23] And so the question is, do these findings, do they correspond to your 2 

observations at the time after having visited so many different locations in the 3 

country? 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:30:36] Mr President, if I may object to the question.  It's a bit 5 

leading.  We're asking the witness to read something and if it corresponds to him.  6 

Perhaps we can rephrase by asking whether he can comment on these findings. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:30:49] I think this does not make a huge 8 

difference.  In principle you are right.  But it is simply, Mr Witness, (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

THE WITNESS:  [15:31:17] Yes, I can -- I can state that, you know, every time I met 13 

Anti-Balaka groups that we were shown to -- you know, introduced to the 14 

hierarchical structure, so we were shown to the spokesperson, who then took us to 15 

the highest ranking military commander in the group.  And -- and (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) where Anti-Balaka commanders stated that they formed the Anti-Balaka  17 

and giving a date, I think, of June 2013, and then also stating that they did -- they 18 

formed that group in -- in and around Bossangoa and brought that group from 19 

Bossangoa in two separate groups to Bangui to assist in the attack on Bangui.   20 

They -- they also said, and we discussed with them, when -- we said that we were 21 

actually trying to meet the group in Benzambé.  When we were in Bossangoa, the 22 

leaders of the Anti-Balaka group in Benzambé, when we were in Bossangoa, and 23 

(Redacted), was very clear that -- and seemed to  24 

indicate that he knew the region very, very well.  And that:  "Ah, yes, Benzambé, 25 
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that's -- yeah, that's where we were."  And we were in Lere, "Oh, I know Lere very 1 

well."  And so it was – (Redacted), as it says in that document, was in Bossangoa and  2 

then came down to Bangui with his -- with two groups of Anti-Balaka fighters to 3 

assist in the attack on Bangui. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:33:10] Do you recall further names of Anti-Balaka 5 

leaders (Redacted)?  6 

THE WITNESS:  [15:33:19] Whom (Redacted) 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:33:21] Yeah, (Redacted) 8 

If you're --  9 

THE WITNESS:  [15:33:28] (Redacted) but the name, I don't -- I  10 

can't recall at the moment. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:33:41] If it comes back perhaps in the course of 12 

your further examination, and also perhaps over the night, tomorrow if you recall it 13 

in the meantime, you could provide us with this information, that would be kind.  14 

Thank you.   15 

Ms Struyven. 16 

THE WITNESS:  [15:33:54] I can. 17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [15:33:55] 18 

Q.   [15:33:55] And if you can just read two paragraphs down, that's the last paragraph 19 

I will ask you to read from this document.  It's under the title (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted).  If you can just read the paragraph under  21 

that, it's still at the same page 5, or 2241.  And again, I have the same question as the 22 

previous one on this particular issue.   23 

So if you were able to read the paragraph, the question is, did this -- or could you 24 

comment, I'll phrase it that way, if you can comment on this paragraph.  25 
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A.   [15:35:05] We don't -- we don't see anything on screen yet.   1 

Q.   [15:35:36] So just the first paragraph. 2 

A.   [15:35:45] Yeah, I've finished that.  3 

Q.   [15:35:49] Could you comment on this paragraph briefly and generally? 4 

A.   [15:35:54] It's -- it's a rhetoric that sounds familiar.  It's something I heard very 5 

frequently from different members of the Anti-Balaka, as we discussed, either on the 6 

road or as they were looting something.  It sounds very familiar to the rhetoric that 7 

we heard outside the house of the Muslims that were being lynched at the -- or 8 

attempted to be lynched at the end of the day just outside Bangui, some of the first 9 

things that we saw in this session, and several leaders, specifically (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) -- about Muslims and their right or not -- or lack of it to  11 

stay in the Central African Republic.  It was a very common refrain at that time. 12 

Q.   [15:36:47] Thank you.  I will now move to the last series there's two more series of 13 

questions.  And so the first one is, if I can ask you to look at the document in front of 14 

you, and more specifically pages 32, all the way to page 37.  And as you do, so take 15 

your time, because I will have to read the ERNs into the record.   16 

So it's CAR-OTP-2087-3031, 3061, 3071, 3101, 3111, 3121, 3151, 3191, 3211, 3261, 3271, 17 

3281, 3321, 3331, 3401, and 3411, 3471, 3511, and 3551.  18 

A.   [15:39:14] Yes, okay.  19 

Q.   [15:39:15] And so the question is, could you explain to us who these individuals 20 

are in general terms.  We don't need to go location per location.  So if you can explain 21 

who these individuals are and why they -- if you know, why they ended up there and 22 

the consequences of that? 23 

A.   [15:39:35] Yeah, they were all a mix of both Muslim and Peulh families who used 24 

to live in Central African Republic and had fled as a result of the attacks at the 25 
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beginning of 2014.  They mentioned attacks in January, in February, in March of that 1 

year, and -- and they had left the country as a result of the insecurity.  Many of them 2 

said that they had lost family members as a result as -- and some of the Peulh herders 3 

had lost all of their cattle.   4 

I think that there is also a picture of a young boy whose -- who was attacked by 5 

Anti-Balaka and had his arm chopped off with a machete and left for dead by the side 6 

of a stream.  He was rescued by a priest and taken care of in the -- in the church until 7 

he was well enough to travel.   8 

But they're all of Peulh and Muslim descent living in refugee camps in Cameroon and 9 

they were there because they fled the violence and the attacks against them by 10 

Anti-Balaka on -- on their communities and their families.  11 

Q.   [15:41:09] And so just to be sure, where were they originally living or did you get 12 

to know what their original nationalities were? 13 

A.   [15:41:19] Yeah, so some of them told us that they were living in Bossembélé, 14 

others told us that they were living in Bossemptélé.  They were mostly from those two 15 

areas.  So, for example, the Peulh herder that we saw there was from Bossemptélé and 16 

he was the gentleman that lost his -- his herd.  And the young boy who had his arm 17 

chopped off was also from Bossemptélé, and that attack occurred in January 2014.  18 

And the -- the older lady, the blind woman was attacked in January 2014 in 19 

Bossemptélé also. 20 

Q.   [15:42:13] Since you're talking about them could I ask the court officer to show 21 

CAR-OTP-2130-442 -- well, no.  Well, I'll just ...   22 

Can you to go to page 25 -- sorry, 35.   23 

So if the court officer could show CAR-OTP-2130- -- yes, exactly, this is the  24 

image, 4425 at 4459.   25 
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Could you explain more about this individual? 1 

A.   [15:42:58] Yes, so -- so she was attacked by the -- she's blind, not -- not through an 2 

attack, she was blind before these events, and she had -- she had been attacked by the 3 

Anti-Balaka and fled to a town called Gabo, she told us.  And, you know, after she -- 4 

you know, she fled being attacked -- attacked in Bossemptélé, she was taken care of 5 

by a Catholic priest.  She was very sick and -- and close to dying and the Catholic 6 

priest looked after her and made sure that she was strong enough to then travel out of 7 

the country and she was looked after in Bossemptélé.  8 

Q.   [15:43:53] And if I can ask the court officer to zoom in to page 36 - so that would 9 

be at page 4460 in terms of ERN - and to zoom in on indeed the young child.   10 

You referred to a young boy.  Is this the boy you referred to? 11 

A.   [15:44:17] Yes, that's the boy I was talking about. 12 

Q.   [15:44:24] And so can you -- can you explain to us more.  So he -- you explained 13 

that his arm was chopped off? 14 

A.   [15:44:31] Yeah, he was subject to an attack.  I believe it was in January 2014.  He 15 

was out by a river.  He told us when he was attacked and was left for dead.  He was 16 

also rescued by the same priest that I was referring to with the older blind lady and 17 

was taken back to the church to be -- to help recuperate, but he -- I remember the 18 

priest telling us that he had to return over a period of several days because he was too 19 

scared to leave his hideout.   20 

After he was attacked, he was unconscious for some time and then he came to and he 21 

was on his own and hiding behind by the stream and the -- and he was scared of the 22 

Anti-Balaka coming to attack him again.  And because the Catholic -- the priest was 23 

not of Muslim culture, that he was afraid to go to the church.  And it took the priest 24 

several days to convince him to -- to come to the church for -- for assistance. 25 
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Q.   [15:45:45] I thank you for that.   1 

And if you can have another look at page 33, if we can zoom in on the third image, so 2 

that would be at page 4457 in terms of ERN number and, more specifically, so if we 3 

can zoom in on the man, you see an image of the head of an individual.  If we can 4 

zoom in on that one. 5 

Do you remember this individual? 6 

A.   [15:46:20] I do.  7 

Q.   [15:46:23] Can you explain to us what happened to him? 8 

A.   [15:46:28] Yeah, he was attacked in January 2014 by a machete.  He told us that he 9 

was a herder and looking after cattle in the bush and was attacked by a group of 10 

Anti-Balakas who -- who stole his cattle and also left him for dead after attacking him 11 

with a machete.  And that scar of course is the -- is the wound left by the machete 12 

attack.  13 

Q.   [15:47:02] And you explained to us that -- so he also lost his cattle. 14 

Did you get a sense of the economic losses that these individuals incurred as a result 15 

of their refugee status, so to speak? 16 

A.   [15:47:17] Well, certainly those that had cattle had lost everything, and so if -- if 17 

they were the cattle owners, they would have lost their livelihoods.  They had -- and 18 

their wealth, because much of the wealth was embedded in their -- their herd.  And 19 

those people that weren't herders didn't have much in the way of belongings with 20 

them, and they were all living in kind of very basic, sometimes self-fabricated 21 

accommodations.  So, like these individuals, for example, were living in a 22 

self-fabricated refugee camp.  They did get some international assistance, but it was a 23 

very basic lifestyle. 24 

Q.   [15:48:04] And were you able to discuss with them the psychological 25 
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consequences of their -- of the fact that they had become refugees, in addition to 1 

having gone through a problematic event? 2 

A.   [15:48:20] I mean, they were -- of course, they were -- they were angry that they'd 3 

lost everything.  They were -- they were upset that they couldn't go back to live in 4 

Central African Republic where their -- where they were from and where their 5 

properties were.  They were traumatised from the events that they'd seen, especially 6 

the younger members of the people that we met.  The young boy that you saw in the 7 

(Redacted) was having repeated nightmares and clearly having some form of trauma  8 

as a result of the experience that he had had.   9 

So, you know, both economic loss and psychological trauma were quite -- quite 10 

evident in many of the people that we met in Cameroon.  11 

Q.   [15:49:11] Thank you for that.  I still have two locations I would like to show you.  12 

And I think then that would end my examination.  So I think I will be able 13 

(Overlapping speakers)  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:49:24] I think we finish that today, your 15 

examination, I mean. 16 

MS STRUYVEN:  [15:49:29] Thank you, Mr President.  17 

Q.   [15:49:31] So -- and for that one I would -- it's a different series of visits.  It's in 18 

2015 this time.  And if I can ask you to look at the document in front of you, and more 19 

specifically at page 38.   20 

In terms of ERN number, that would be CAR-OTP-2130-4425 at page 4462, and while 21 

you have a look at the images, I will read out the ERNs numbers.  It's 22 

CAR-OTP-2087-4252, 4282, 4292, 4342, 4352.   23 

If you can, again, in general terms, explain to us -- these are images from 2015.  If can 24 

you explain to us in general terms what these images show? 25 
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A.   [15:50:30] Yeah, this was a community of Peulh who had sought refuge in a 1 

building in Yaloke.  I think it was an old school, if I remember rightly, and -- and they 2 

were living there in pretty horrific conditions.  We saw evidence of significant 3 

malnutrition amongst the whole community, but specifically the children.  There 4 

were disabled, both physically and mentally, people within that community that 5 

needed assistance and they were getting very little medical assistance.   6 

It was clear that there was very little food in the community, and that they had no 7 

access to medical care or any other general assistance.  Yeah, it was a pretty -- pretty 8 

horrific health situation generally, especially amongst the children.  The image you 9 

see there, that young boy died a few days after (Redacted).  We did call  10 

UNICEF to try to get them to come and get him evacuated, but they couldn't manage 11 

it in time and the young girl behind him is in a similar condition.  12 

Q.   [15:52:06] And just for the record, the image that is in front of you is 13 

CAR-OTP-2087-4352, because I was going to ask you exactly -- exactly that.  I was 14 

going to ask you questions about this individual.   15 

Just in general terms, because I know in this particular instance the situation was 16 

slightly more complicated than maybe in other instances, did you get to know 17 

whether these individuals could leave the enclave?  Again, in general terms.  18 

A.   [15:52:39] No, they could not leave.  They were, in all intents and purposes, 19 

prisoners in that school.  They were being kept there by the local community.  The -- 20 

you know, the town, the local governance, community, whatever, whether that's a ...   21 

They -- they were guarded, so there was a military guard at the bottom of the road to 22 

where they would exit and a checkpoint.  So it was -- it was impossible then to get out 23 

from here. 24 

Q.   [15:53:12] And then, if I could ask you to look at the next page - and that's going 25 
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to be the last page that I'm going to ask you to look at - that's page 39.  It's -- in terms 1 

of ERN, it's CAR-OTP-2130-4425 at 4463, and while you have a look at the images, I 2 

can record them or read them out into the record.  It's CAR-OTP-2087-4322 and 4332. 3 

Can you explain to us who these two individuals are? 4 

A.   [15:53:49] Yes, so one of them was a girl who was a resident in the church in 5 

Bossemptélé and being taken care of by the priest.  There was a group of Muslims that 6 

were being taken care of by the priest there.  And this young boy, we actually 7 

smuggled him out of the camp in Yaloke that you saw in the previous pictures.  We 8 

hid him from the local community and took him to this area so that he could get 9 

medical attention.  He was in desperate need of medical attention because he wasn't 10 

eating. So I think if we'd have left him there, he would have died.  And so now this 11 

image is him in the hospital area of the church in Bossemptélé. 12 

Q.   [15:54:47] And the girl, can you tell us more about the girl in the image? 13 

A.   [15:54:51] Yeah, she was actually disabled, and -- and needed a wheelchair to get 14 

around.  But she was also attacked by the Anti-Balaka in 2014.  I can't recall exactly 15 

where she was attacked, but there were -- she was part of a group of 20-plus people 16 

that had all kind of come to this area, but she -- she had quite significant polio and, as 17 

a result, found it hard to flee.   18 

This was (Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted).  And so, yeah, her story was quite poignant, that she simply couldn't  21 

get away because of her disability. 22 

Q.   [15:55:50] And I keep saying these are my last questions, but I have one follow-up 23 

question on the previous images that we saw in Yaloke.   24 

You referred to a checkpoint.  At the time you visited Yaloke in 2015, did you still 25 
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hear about any Anti-Balaka presence at the time, if you recall, in Yaloke? 1 

A.   [15:56:12] I can't recall that there was.  We spoke to the local administration, and the 2 

-- the person at the checkpoint was military, but appeared more -- more institutionalised 3 

shall we say than the Anti-Balaka that we'd seen in previous (Redacted).   4 

So he was considered a soldier - I would consider him a soldier as part of an 5 

administration - and the administration in the town of Yaloke were very clear that 6 

this group of Peulh were not welcome and not wanted in the country.  And they were 7 

not welcome and able to walk around town, and, to such an extent, that we heard that 8 

their access to food was being -- whilst there was a WFP distribution in the town, that 9 

WFP food distribution wasn't getting to these individuals in that -- in that community 10 

in the way that it should have been.  And so they were being starved, essentially, by 11 

the local administration. 12 

MS STRUYVEN:  [15:57:15] I think, Mr President, that ends my examination.  13 

Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 14 

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.   15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:21] Thank you, Ms Struyven.   16 

Also thank you very much, Mr Witness. 17 

This concludes the hearing for today.  We resume tomorrow at 9.30 and again with 18 

Mr Witness, you have to come again to the video location and we see each other 19 

tomorrow.    20 

THE WITNESS:  [15:57:37] Thank you. 21 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:57:37] All rise. 22 

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.57 p.m.)  23 

RECLASSIFICATION REPORT 24 

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 25 
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August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this transcript is 1 

filed in the case. 2 
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