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Libya Attack Sparks Crisis

U.S. Sends Marines After Ambassador, Three Other Americans Killed; 'We Couldn't Stop
Them'
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By MARGARET COKER, ADAM ENTOUS and JULIAN E. BARNES

The U.S. Ambassador to Libya, Christopher Stevens, was killed when suspected Libyan religious extremists Available to WSJ.com Subscribers

stormed the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi late Tuesday night, according to Libyan Deputy Prime Minister Mustafa
Abushagour. Margaret Coker has the latest on The News Hub. Photo: AP. Spain Scare Roils

Markets
The killing of the U.S. ambassador to Libya and three other Americans, in one of the most

brazen attacks on a U.S. diplomatic compound in a generation, sparked a security crisis
in the North African country, elevated tensions across the Middle East and raised
concerns about how well the U.S. can protect its diplomats abroad.
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What's the likely fallout from the killing of the U.S.
ambassador to Libya as well as the storming of U.S.
embassies in Libya and Egypt? Eurasia Group Middle
East and North Africa Analyst Hani Sabra discusses on
The News Hub. Photo: Reuters.

debriefed survivors, described a horrifying
scene in the consulate where, amid thick
smoke and gunfire, Mr. Stevens became
separated from his security officer.

When the armed men arrived in the
consulate neighborhood, "we couldn't stop
them," said Saleheddine al-Arghoubi, a
nearby resident. "They were multiplying,
minute by minute. There were hundreds of
them."

As attacks increased and flames in the

consulate grew, personnel were forced to abandon the consulate building without the
ambassador. American officials retrieved his body when it was brought to the airport the

next day by Libyans.

Audio
Margaret Coker gives an update on The Wall
Street Journal This Morning.
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An Obama administration official declined
to detail the ambassador’s security
measures but said a review conducted
ahead of the 9/11 anniversary found "no
information and there were no threat
streams to indicate that we were
insufficiently postured.”

U.S. officials were still piecing together the day’s events, which followed protests at the
U.S. embassy in Cairo over an anti-Islamic video. In contrast to the Cairo protest, which
appeared to be spontaneous, U.S. officials said the attack in Benghazi late Tuesday might
have been planned by militants who used the protests as cover.

Photos

See photos of the U.S. Consulate in
Benghazi, Libya.

Associated Press
U.S. envoy Christopher Stevens.
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American intelligence agencies were
poring over information that could help
indicate what groups may have taken part.
Officials said the agencies are looking
specifically at the pro-al Qaeda group
Ansar al Sharia but cautioned they didn't
have solid evidence.

Nearly 24 hours after the start of the
shooting, officials struggled to explain what
transpired through hours of chaos and
terror inside the darkened consulate and a
nearby annex. They warned that their
preliminary version of events could change
as more information became available.

The gang first arrived in the neighborhood
around 8 p.m. local time carrying weapons
including rocket-propelled grenade
launchers and automatic rifles, said Ali
Ben Saud, owner of the villa leased to the
U.S. for the consulate.

A Libyan doctor said he and several
neighbors tried to get the gang, which he
estimated at 200, to leave as they
marched toward the U.S. compound. "We
told them to leave our homes alone and
one [of the militants] replied, 'The
Americans are infidels and we are going to
finish them,” " the doctor said. "Many of us
then fled because the shooting started.”

Said Mr. al-Arghoubi, the neighborhood
resident: "They didn't come to talk. They
came to fight." The first shots were fired at
around 10 p.m. local time, or 4 p.m.
Eastern time, according to a preliminary
U.S. account.

The attackers quickly gained access to the
compound and began firing into the main
building, setting it afire. A senior
administration official said three people
were inside the compound at the time: Mr.
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They were unable to find the ambassador before
being forced to flee the building because of the
heavy flames and continuing small-arms fire.
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Obama administration officials said they
didn’t know what condition the
ambassador was in when he left the
compound. "His body was later returned to
U.S. personnel at the Benghazi airport,”
an administration official said. A chartered
aircraft evacuated U.S. personnel back to
Tripoli, including the remains of those
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Reuters

A man walks in the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya,

that was attacked. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said the

attack should "shock the conscience" of

people of all faiths, but wouldn't alter U.S.
policy in Libya. The "mission in Libya is noble and necessary...and will continue," she said
from Washington. The U.S. also announced increased security measures for all U.S.
diplomatic facilities.

Libyan officials, many of whom led the rebel government based in Benghazi and worked
with Mr. Stevens during that time, condemned the killings. The head of the new congress,
Mohammed Magarief, apologized to the American public for the tragedy.

By late Wednesday, no one had been arrested. Officials in Tripoli were scrambling to
implement a response to what they admitted was a monumental security breach.

The U.S. sent the destroyers U.S.S.
Laboon and U.S.S. McFaul to the Libyan
coast to aid in any evacuations or
humanitarian missions, said a U.S. official.

A U.S. Marine team was sent to
supplement security at the U.S. embassy
in Tripoli, arriving there Wednesday. The
unit is known as a Fleet Antiterrorism

Egyptian protesters climbed the walls of the U.S.
Embassy in Cairo and replaced the flag with a black

standard bearing an Islamic inscription, in protest of a Security Team, or FAST team. These
film deemed offensive to the Prophet Muhammad. Matt icall ber 50 Mari
Bradley has details on The News Hub. typically number arines.

Mr. Stevens is the first ambassador killed
by hostile forces since 1979, when the U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan was murdered in
Kabul.
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—Members of Ansar al Sharia gave an interview to the local television station from the
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hospital early Wednesday morning, praising the men who attacked the consulate and
calling them "the top layer of Libyan society." However, the members told Benghazi TV
that their organization, a group of religious fighters who fought to help oust Moammar
Gadhafi from power, didn’t plan the attack against the Americans.

Mr. Stevens, who was 52 years old, was usually based in Tripoli. He apparently was
visiting Benghazi ahead of the planned opening of a U.S. cultural center there, said a
Libyan official.

The attack on the U.S. consulate was the second this year. In June, suspected Islamic
militants detonated an improvised explosive device at the same compound. A Libyan
guard was injured, but no Americans were harmed. In the spring, the International
Committee for the Red Cross offices in Benghazi were also targeted.

Washington has long been leery of the radical Islamic fringe in Libya. The largest
numbers of foreign fighters in Iraq waging battles against U.S. soldiers were from two
towns in eastern Libya, and U.S. drones have monitored those locations since the Libyan
uprising last year.

—Siobhan Gorman, Devlin Barrett and Carol E. Lee contributed to this article.
Write to Margaret Coker at margaret.coker@wsj.com

A version of this article appeared September 13, 2012, on page A1 in the U.S. edition of The Wall Street
Journal, with the headline: Libya Attack Sparks Crisis.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION
3233 Comments, add yours

MORE IN
Middle East »

Raspberry Pill Melts Fat?
"Celebrity Doctor Exposes One Weird Fruit That Melts Fat Fast..."
PureRaspberryKetone.com

1 Tip to Lose Stomach Fat
This unusual article shows 3 veggies that fight stomach fat.
TruthAboutStomachFat.com

Asian Art
Looking For Asian Art? Find It Nearby With Local.com!
Local.com

Finance, Tech, Innovation
Jobs, Startups & small business blogs
http://blog.imerito.com

From Around the Web

Content from Sponsors What's this?

You Might Like

Playboy Pin-Up Sherlyn Chopra and India’s

Changing Morals Live Like You Won the Lottery (MoneyNing)

Kansas Board Mulls Removing Obama’s Will war break out in Syria? (gbtimes)
Name from Nov. Ballot

. Five Reasons Mitt Romney Is A Much Worse
Can’t Read Your Dashboard? Try a Humanist Candidate Than John McCain Was (National
Typeface Memo)
Xi's Absence Complicates Plans Bacevich: What the Arab Movie Riots Mean

Security Measures Face New Scrutiny for U.S. Foreign Policy (The Daiy Beast)

Hypersonic Aircraft Crashes Seconds Into
Military Test Flight (Latino Times)

Add a Comment JOURNAL COMMUNITY

View All Comments (3233) Community rules

To add a comment please

Create an Account

Your real name is required
for commenting.

Log in

I Track replies to my comment

http://online.ws.com/arti cle/SB10000872396390444426404577647060576633348.ht. ..

Jobs at WSJ

27/09/2012



Page 5 of 5

Libya Attack Sparks Crisis - WSJ.com
ICC-01/11-01/11-216-Anx4D.12 03-10-2012 6/6 RH PT

Subscribe Now For Full Access »

® Access WSJ on the web, tablet and smartphone
@ Unparalleled financial, business and global news 24/7
@ Access to the WSJ.com 4-year news and data archive

GET 4 WEEKS FREE

Editors’ Picks

Making the '"Pharmacy
Players Get to Do the Wave Crawl'

The Commute of the ‘What's in Your Moblle Not in Hogwarts Anymore Here's a Sport Where

Future ‘Wallet? Not Much

Copyright ©2012 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://online.ws.com/article/SB10000872396390444426404577647060576633348.ht...  27/09/2012



	ANNEX 4D.12.pdf
	2012.09.13 - Wall Street Journal-Libya Attack sparks crisis.pdf

