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Gaddafi's speech

Did you catch Gaddafi's speech? This is from Al Jazeera English:

"They are finished, they are wiped out. From tomorrow you will only find our
people. You all go out and cleanse the city of Benghazi. A small problem that
has become an international issue. And they are voting on it tonight ...
because they are determined. As I have said, we are determined. We will
track them down, and search for them, alley by alley, road by road, the
Libyan people all of them together will be crawling out. Massive waves of
people will be crawling out to rescue the people of Benghazi, who are calling
out for help, asking us to rescue them. We should come to their rescue.

"And I, Muammar Gaddafi, I will die for my people. With Allah's help.

"No more fear, no more hesitation, we are no longer reluctant. The moment
of truth has come. If you see the cars with loudspeakers, destroy them,
destroy their communications points that are spreading lies to you. Our
children are the one's who have destroyed these planes.

"Just like Franco in Spain, who rolled into Madrid with external support.
And they asked how did you manage to liberate Madrid? He said: "There was
a fifth column, the people of the city.' You are the fifth column within the
city. This is the day on which we should liberate the city. We've been looking
forward to that day. And tomorrow we will communicate again, and our
cause will continue towards the south.

"With our bare chests and heads we were confronting the dangers, facing the
challenge, we did not initiate this violence, they started it. Of course, these
words will have an impact on the traitors and infidels. Tonight they will
panic and they will collapse.

"You are capable of doing it. You are capable of achieving this. Let's set our
women and daughters free from those traitors.

"God is great."
Doesn't sound like the sort of fellow who'll willingly give up power.

The UN is proceeding, meanwhile, and we'll have a resolution sometime tonight,
perhaps within an hour or two of this post going up (2200 GMT according to the BBC,
which I think means 5 pm my time). I see also that Al Jazeera is reporting that certain
unnamed "capitals" in the Arab world are prepared to bomb Libyan military targets
within hours of the passage of any resolution. Is one of those capitals Cairo?
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It would be quite something if the Arab world takes it upon itself to oust Gadaffi. Or
mostly upon itself - say, Egyptian and Tunisian troops, and Qatari I suppose, with
western air support. That could actually be a watershed moment of some kind.

Why am I talking myself into this? It all seemed such a clearly bad idea last week. But 1
guess the Arab League participation changes things a lot. And a speech like that quoted
above, which shows he's prepared to sack his own city. For better or worse America's
third war is going to start happening very fast, it would seem.
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