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Re: Instruction to the Defence regarding Rule 135 of the Rules of
Procedure and Evidence
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Copy Associate Legal Office I

Offce of the Director I - /s EE

I -
TralChambe I

Dear counsel,
Dear colleagues,

The Chamber notes the Defence’s request for medical examination pursuant to Rule 135 (filing 450) filed today.

The Chamber will hear responses from the Prosecution and the Victims' Legal Representatives, if any, during the
status conference on 25 May 2026. The Registry shall also have a representative who can make observations in this
regard during the status conference.

Kind regards,

Trial Chamber Il

On 19/05/2026 09:49 CEST [ o<

Dear Defence,

The Chamber notes that in its Observations in Advance of the First Status Conference, ICC-01/21-01/25-439-
Conf (the 'Defence Observations'), the Defence submits that a commencement of the trial is 'contingent upon a
determination by the Trial Chamber of Mr Duterte’s fitness to stand trial' (Defence Observations, para. 4). The
Chamber also observes that the Defence states that it 'will request that this issue is revisited by the Trial Chamber
pursuant to Rule 135' (Defence Observations, para. 4).

In light of the current stage of the proceedings and the fact that a date for the first status conference in this case
has already been set in anticipation of trial, the Chamber instructs the Defence to submit, by Monday, 25 May
2026 at 12h00, any such request pursuant to Rule 135 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence.

Kind Regards,
Trial Chamber Il
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