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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. On 19 October 2016, Trial Chamber VII delivered its Judgement under 

Article 74 of the Statute.1 The Trial Chamber convicted Mr. Jean-Pierre 

Bemba Gombo pursuant to Article 25(3)(a) of the Statute, of having corruptly 

influenced witnesses, D-2, D-3, D-4, D-6, D-13, D-15, D-23, D-25, D-26, D-29, 

D-54, D-55, D-57 and D-64 and having presented their false evidence as co-

perpetrator and under Article 70(1)(a), in conjunction with Article 25(3)(b) of 

the Statute, of having solicited the giving of false testimony by witnesses D-2, 

D-3, D-4, D-6, D-13, D-15, D-23, D-25, D-26, D-29, D-54, D-55, D-57 and D-64. 

 

2. The Defence for Mr. Bemba filed its Notice of Appeal against the conviction, 

in its entirety, on 7 November 2016.2   

 

3. On 22 March 2017, Trial Chamber VII rendered its Decision on Sentence 

pursuant to Article 76 of the Statute3 (“the Decision on Sentence”). The Trial 

Chamber sentenced Mr. Bemba to a total of one (1) additional year of 

imprisonment to be served consecutively to his existing sentence and 

without suspension.  

 

4. The Trial Chamber further ordered that there should be no deduction from 

Mr. Bemba’s sentence of the time he has spent in detention. 

 

5. In addition to the one (1) year of imprisonment to be served consecutively to 

his existing sentence and without suspension, the Trial Chamber also 

                                                           
1
 ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Conf 

2
 ICC-01/05-01/13-2012  

3
 ICC-01/05-01/13-2123 
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imposed a fine of three hundred thousand Euros (EUR 300,000) on Mr. 

Bemba to be paid within three (3) months of the Decision on Sentence. 

 

6. The Trial Chamber indicated in its Decision on Sentence that it considered 

that the goal of the Bemba Defence argumentation on sentence was to “re-

litigate the merits of the Judgment” and that these arguments should be 

properly raised before the Appeals Chamber and could not be taken into 

account for the purposes of the Decision on Sentence.4 The sentence was 

therefore predicated on a range of  contested findings. 

 

II. NOTICE OF APPEAL 

 

7. Pursuant to Article 81(1)(b), Rule 150(1) and Regulation 57, the Defence for 

Mr. Bemba hereby gives notice of appeal against the Decision on Sentence 

pursuant to Article 76 of the Statute, rendered on 22 March 2017, decision 

ICC-01/05-01/13-2123. 

 

8. The Appeal is directed against the whole decision concerning Mr. Bemba. 

 

9. Article 81(4) of the Statute provides as follows: 

Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 (a) and (b), execution of the 

decision or sentence shall be suspended during the period allowed for 

appeal and for the duration of the appeal proceedings (emphasis 

added).  

 

10. The operative findings and orders concerning Mr. Bemba are thus 

suspended, for the duration of the appeal proceedings.  The explicit 

                                                           
4
 ICC-01/05-01/13-2123, para. 225 
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exemption of Article 81(3)(b) from this provision further preserves the right 

of a convicted person to apply for release pending the outcome of the appeal, 

in accordance with the conditions set out therein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dated this 24th day of April 2017 

The Hague, The Netherlands 

 

Word count:  479 

  

 

Melinda Taylor 

Counsel of Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba 

 

 

 
 

Mylène Dimitri 

Associate Counsel of Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba 

ICC-01/05-01/13-2142 24-04-2017 6/6 EC A8


		2017-04-24T15:02:10+0200
	eCos_svc
	Digitally signed by The International Criminal Court to certify authenticity




