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Trial Chamber 1 {‘Chamber’) of the International Criminal Court ('Court’), in the
case of The Prosecutor v. Charles Blé Coudé ('Blé Goudé case’), having regard to
Article 64(3) of the Rome Statute (“Statute’), Rule 132(1) of the Rules of Procedure and
Evidence (‘Rules’} and Regulation 54 of the Regulations of the Court, issues the

following "Decision on the statits conference of 13 February 2015

1. On 23 January 2015, the Chamber issued an order scheduling a status
conference on 13 February 2015 and setting a provisional agenda. The
Chamber instructed the parties and participants to file their observations on
the issues mentioned in the provisional agenda and to indicate whether they

wished to add any items to the agenda

2. On 26 January 2015, the defence for Mr Blé Goudé ("Defence’) filed an urgent
request seeking: (1) additional time and faciliies to prepare for tral; (i) an
extension of time to respond to the request made by the Oifice of the
Prosecutor (‘Prosecution”) to join the case of The Prosecutor v. Laurent Ghagho
('Ghagbo case’) with the Bl¢ Goudé case (“Joinder Request’),? and (iii) the

translation into French of all relevant documents ('First Defence Request’).?

3. On 25 January 2015, the Chamber ordered thal any responses to the request
for extension of time in relation to the Joinder Request contained in the First
Defence Request be filed by 2 February 2015. The Chamber ordered further
that any responises to the remainder of the First Defence Request be made in
the context of the submissions prior to and during the status conference

scheduled on 13 February 20154

' Order scheduling a status conference and setting a provisional agenda, 23 Janugry 2003, I1CC-02/11-02/11-200.
! Prosecution’s Request to join the cases of The Prosecufor v. Laurent Ghagbygo and The Prosecutor v. Charles
Blé Gondé, 22 December 2014, 30C-02/11-02/11-194,
1 Urgent Defence submissions on the need to have adequate time and facilities to prepare for trial and extension
of time to respond to joinder request, 26 January 2013, ICC-0X11-0M11-201, with confidenrial annexes 1-4,
37-44 and 47 (b).

Order reducing the time limit to file responses to IOC-02/11-02/11-201, 28 January 2015, ICC-02/11-0211-

202 (*Order of 28 January 2015, page 5.
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4. On 29 January 2015; the Prosecution, alleging, inter alig, competing deadlines”
in the Ghagho case, requested an extension of time to file submissions in
relation to: (i) the request for extension of lme in relation to the Joinder
Request conlained in the First Defence Request, to 4 February 2015; and
(if) the agenda for the status conference and remainder of the First Defence

Request, to @ February 2015 ("Prosecution request for an extension of time”).”

5. On the same date, the Defence filed its submissions pertaining to the status
conference, in which it requested, fnler alia, to adjourn the status cdﬂ ference
until the resolution of: (i) the issues outlined in the First Defence Request;
and (ii} a Defence request to the Registry concerning additional resources. Tn
the alternative, the Defence requested that the issues t;unt;ined in the First
Defence Request be added to the agenda items for the status conference

("Second Defence Request).?

6. On 30 January 2015, the Single Judge granted the Prosecution request for an
extension of time.” With regard to the Second Defence Request, the Single
Judge considered that the alternative relief requested by the Defence had
already been granted in that his Order of 28 January 2015 directed that
‘responses o the remainder of the Defence Request shall be made in the
context of the submissions prior fo and during the status conference

scheduled on 13 February 2015'." Concerning the primary refief sought in the

3 Prosceution”s urgent Request for an extension of time to file its response [0 Defence Request 1CC-02/11-02711-
21 and Chamber's orders NOC-02/L1-02/11-200 and VWOC=0201 10201 1-202, 29 Tanuary 2015, ICC-02/1 10271 1-
't

® Delence Submissions on “Order scheduling a starus conference and setting a provisional agenda™, 29 January
213, TOC02/11-02/11-304, page 5.

’ Deeision un Proseculion request for extension of time and on the response deadline for 1CC-02711-02/11-204,
3} Faneary 2015, TOC-027 1-02/11-200%, Parties and participants were informed of this disposidon by way of
email in advance, atter having indicated that oo responses would be furthcoming — see Email communications
trom Legal Oflcer of the Triul Chamber Lo parties and participants on 29 January 2015 at 1548 and 17.15;
Emall communication from Lepnal Representative of Wicthns (*LEY®) on 29 January 2015 a1 15.53; Email
camrunication from Defence on 2% Tatmary 2015 at 15.56.

8 Order of 28 Tanuary 2015, ICC-0211-02/11-202, page 5.
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Second Defence Request, the Single Judge ordered that any responses should

be filed by 4 February 2015.

7. On 4 February 2015, the Prosecution'® and the LRV filed their responses,
both opposing the adjournment of the status conference sought in the

Second Defence Request.

8. With regard to this request, the Chamber notes the Defence claims that ‘at
the moment, it is not able to comment on the substance of the items on the
provisional agenda due to its need for adequate time to become acquainted
with the casc’.’? The Defence requests an adjournment until the issues
outlined in the First Defence Request have been addressed by the Chamber.™
In addition to the arguments raised in the First Defence Request, it also
refers to a letter addressed to the Registry seeking the allocation of
additional resources for the appointment of two additional case managers
and two additional legal assistants.'* In this regard, the Chamber notes that
according to the Registry’s filing of 5 February 2015, it appears that the

Defence team as currently constituted is composed of seven members. '

9. The Chamber recalls that according to Rule 132(1) of the Rules, ‘fplromptly
after it is constituted, the Trial Chamber shall hold a status conference in

order to set the date of the trial’. The purpose of the status conference

¥ Decision on Prosecution request for extension of time and on the response deadline for ICC-U2/11-02/11-204,
3 Janvary 2015, TCC-02/1[-02/11-205. Tn an Email from Legal Officer of the Chamber m the parties,
participants and REegistry on 30 January 2015 ar 1816, it was stated that the extension of time to Y Febroary 2015
for the submissions pertaining to the status conference cxtended to the Registry and LEY a5 well as the
Prosecution.

" Prosecution’s consolidated response o the Defence application for an extension of time to respond to the
Prosecution's request for a joinder of proceedings and o the Defence request o adjourn the status conference
scheduled oo 13 February 2015, 4 February 2015, IOC-0211-02711-207.

"' Consolidated response w the Defence’s submission requesting an extension of time to file a response to the
Prosecution’s joinder request (ICC-02/11-02/11-201) and to the Defence’s request to postpone the stams
conference schedule for 13 February 2015 (10C-02/1 1-02/1 1-204), 4 February 2015, IOC-02/1 1-02411-206.

2 Second Defence Request, IOC-02/1 1-02/11-204, page |

" Sacond Defence Request, IOC-0211-02/11-204, page |.

* Second Defence Request, ICC-02/11-02/11-204, para. 3.

"* Information on appointment of defence team members and provision of echaical assistance, 4 Februury 2015,
ICCO2/ 1 1-02/11-208, with one confidential annex and two public annexes, para, 4.
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scheduled on 13 February 2015 is to hear submissions on the different items
of the agenda from the Prosecution, the Defence, as well as the LRV and
Registry where appropriate, and to discuss therefore with parties and
participants steps which must be taken before the trial can commence. As
recalled .;'lb{ﬂ"ﬁ; the alternative relief in the Second Defence Request has
alrcady been granted.'The Chamber considers therefore that the status
conference scheduled for 13 February 2015 should not be postponed as the
Defem:el:shall have the opportunity to address the concerns outlined in the
First Defence Request at the commencement of the status confercnee. The

Defence requoest is therefore rejected.’”

10. On 9 February 2015, the Prosecution, the LRV and the Registry filed their
submissions pertaining to the agenda of the slatus conference.” The Defence

also filed some additional material. ™

1T. Taking into account these submissions, the Chamber hereby issues a final

agenda for the status conference:
a) Time and facilities for the Defence to prepare for trial;®

by Timing, volume and modalities of disclosure of evidence pursuant to

Rule 76 of the Rules;

¢} Whether the Prosecution anticipates issues concerning the protection of

wilnesses and other persons (including the need [or redactions), the

'f Ordex of 28 January 2015, 1CC-O2/T1-02411-202, page 5.

Y Parties und purticipants weve informed of this disposition by way of email in advance; Email communication
friom Legal Crficer of the Lrial Chamber to parties and participants on 5 Febroary 2005 at 17 34,

"* Prosecution’s submissions un agenda items for the status conference of 13 February 2013, 9 Tebruary 2015,
AR LN ] 121 2-Cond, Registry's Observations oo the "Owder schedubing a stalus conlorence and scelling o

provisional agenda’, % Tebrpary 2015, I0C-0201 10201 1-21|; Submissions i accordance with the “Order

scheduling a stares conlercnce and sifting a provisional agenda”™ issued on 23 Jamnary 20135, 9 Debruary 2015,
TCCFE L 12| 12210,

" Defeice exhibit for the status conlorence of 13 February 2015, 9 Febrmary 2015, 100021 10011213, with
i public anneses.

*! See First Defence Requeat, ICC-02/11-02/11-201, para. 47(z).
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disclosure of identities of witnesses, as well as referrals to the Court's

witness protection program;

d) Material already disclosed and intended to be disclosed by the
Prosecution pursuant to Article 67(2) of the Statute and Rule 77 of the

Rules;

¢) Update on victims® applications and the procedure for allowing victims

to participate in the trial proceedings;

) Transmission to the Defence of lesser redacted versions of victims

applications;

g) Languages to be used in the proceedings, in particular, the languages
spoken by the withesses the parties intend to call and victims the legal

representatives may seek authorisation to call;
h) Translation of relevant documents into French;®
1} Commencement date of the trial; and

i) Any issues related to Mr Blé Goudé's detention.

2 See First Defence Request, ICC-02/11-02/11-201, para. 47(c).
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FOR THE FOREGOING REASONS, THE CHAMBER HERERY

REJECTS tho request for adjournment of the stafus conference sought in the Second

Defence Request; and

SETS the agenda for the status conference of 13 February 2015, as provided in

'pa:agraph I1.

Done in both English and French, the English version being authoritative.

G i ==

Judge Geoffrey Henderson, Presiding Judge

Cw«&ﬂr %/ZZLC

Judge Cuno Tarfusser 1 Judge Olga Herrera Carbuccia

Dated 11 February 2015

At 'The Hague, The Netherfands
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