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The Prosecutor v. Khaled Mohamed Ali El Hishri Update: July 2026

Decision on the confirmation of charges in the El Hishri case, July 2026

WHAT DID THE JUDGES DECIDE TODAY IN THE EL HISHRI CASE?

On XXX July 2026, Pre-Trial Chamber I of the International Criminal Court (ICC) unanimously confirmed all charges of crimes against
humanity and war crimes brought by the Prosecutor against Khaled Mohamed Ali El Hishri and committed him to trial before a Trial
Chamber.

Pre-Trial Chamber I concluded that there are substantial grounds to believe that Mr El Hishri is responsible for 17 counts of crimes
against humanity and war crimes, committed in Libya between 1 May 2014 and 30 June 2020:

e imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty, outrages upon personal dignity, cruel treatment, torture, and
other inhumane acts committed against detainees principally at Mitiga Prison, as charged in counts 1-6, and;

® rape, attempted rape and other forms of sexual violence, murder, attempted murder, enslavement, and persecution of certain
persons principally at Mitiga Prison, as charged in counts 7-17.

WHO 1S MR EL HISHRI?

Khaled Mohamed Ali El Hishri, also known as Khaled ‘Al Booti” or ‘Sheikh Khaled’ (Al Hishri), is a national of Libya, born on 23 June
1978 in Tripoli, Libya. Mr Khaled Mohamed Ali El Hishri is alleged to have been one of the most senior Mitiga Prison officials, where
thousands of persons were detained for prolonged periods. A senior official of the armed group Special Deterrence Forces, known as
SDF/RADA, he was also in charge of the area of Mitiga Prison where women and young children were detained. He is suspected of
being both a direct perpetrator of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including murder, torture, rape and sexual violence,
allegedly committed in Libya between 1 May 2014 and 30 June 2020, and of having made an essential contribution to the organisation’s
common plan that resulted in the charged crimes.

Mr El Hishri was arrested by the authorities of the Federal Republic of Germany on 16 July 2025, pursuant to a warrant of arrest issued
under seal by Pre-Trial Chamber I on 10 July 2025 and reclassified as “Public” on 31 July 2025. He was surrendered to the custody of
the ICC on 1 December 2025. The confirmation of charges hearing in this case took place on 19-21 May 2026.

WHAT DOES THE CONFIRMATION OF CHARGES DECISION MEAN?

The confirmation of charges decision means that ICC judges found sufficient evidence for the case against Mr El Hishri to proceed to
trial. This does not determine guilt or innocence. The case will now proceed to trial before a Trial Chamber, where the charges will be
examined in full.

CAN THIS DECISION BE APPEALED?
The Defence and the Prosecution are not automatically entitled to appeal this decision but they can request authorisation from the Pre-
Trial Chamber to do so.

WHEN WILL THE TRIAL BEGIN?

The trial is not expected to begin immediately and this may take several months. Following the confirmation of charges decision, the
ICC Presidency is now expected to constitute a Trial Chamber composed of three judges who were not involved in the pre-trial
proceedings responsible for conducting the subsequent phase of the proceedings. The Trial Chamber will then hold status conferences,
confer with the parties and participants in order to set the date of the commencement of the trial and adopt the procedures necessary to
facilitate the fair and expeditious conduct of the proceedings. The Chamber will also rule on several preliminary issues, including the
timing and the manner of disclosure of evidence.

ARE VICTIMS PARTICIPATING IN THIS CASE?

Yes, the judges have authorised 64 victims to participate in the confirmation hearing. The judges maintained the appointment of the
Office of Public Counsel for Victims (OPCV) to represent the victims for the purposes of the confirmation of charges proceedings. The
modalities governing victims' participation during the trial will be decided by the newly constituted Chamber assigned to this case.
Victims who suffered harm from the crimes charged against Mr El Hishri and who wish to participate in the trial proceedings can
apply to do so. Victims who require assistance or information may contact the VPRS at vprs.information@icc-cpi.int.
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WHERE IS MR EL HISHRI CURRENTLY BEING DETAINED?

Since his transfer to the Court on 1 December 2025, Mr El Hishri has been detained at the ICC Detention Centre in Scheveningen, in The
Hague, The Netherlands. The Detention Centre meets the highest international human rights standards for the treatment of detainees.
Detained persons are presumed by the Court to be innocent until proven guilty beyond reasonable doubt.

CouLD MR EL HISHRI BE GRANTED INTERIM RELEASE PENDING TRIAL?
Mr El Hishri has the right to request interim release in accordance with the legal framework of the Court. In that case, it will be for the
ICC Judges to decide whether to grant it or not.

WHO ARE THE JUDGES SITTING IN THIS CASE?

Pre-Trial Chamber I is composed of Presiding Judge Iulia Antoanella Motoc and Judges Reine Adélaide Sophie Alapini-Gansou and
Maria del Socorro Flores Liera. The composition of the to-be-constituted Trial Chamber will be decided by the ICC Presidency. The
Judges of the ICC are persons of high moral character, impartiality and integrity who possess the qualifications required in their
respective States for appointment to the highest judicial offices. All have extensive experience relevant to the Court’s judicial activity.
They are elected by the Assembly of States Parties on the basis of their established competence in criminal law and procedure and in
relevant areas of international law such as international humanitarian law and human rights law.

WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE ICC INVESTIGATIONS IN LIBYA?

The ICC’s aim — and its mandate - is to fight impunity by investigating and prosecuting individuals suspected of having committed
serious crimes under international law. In Libya, this mandate was triggered by a UN Security Council referral in 2011. The OTP has
been investigating alleged crimes against humanity and war crimes committed in the context of the situation in Libya since 15 February
2011. The ICC’s objective is to help ensure accountability for grave international crimes and to bring justice to the victims of such
crimes. The ICC’s activities complement, not substitute the work of the Libyan judiciary. Furthermore, in May 2025, Libya itself
accepted ICC jurisdiction with respect to alleged crimes in its territory from 2011 to the end of 2027.

In addition to the case against Mr El Hishri, in the Libya situation, ICC arrest warrants are outstanding against Abdelbari Ayyad
Ramadan Al Shaqagqi, Fathi Faraj Mohamed Salim Al Zinkal, Nasser Muhammad Muftah Daou (*Al Lahsa’), Makhlouf Makhlouf
Arhoumah Doumah (‘Douma’), Abdurahem Khalefa Abdurahem Elshgagi (“Al Khani’), Mohamed Mohamed Al Salheen Salmi
(‘Salheen’), Osama Elmasry Njeem, Saif Suleiman Sneidel, and Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi.
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