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Special Adviser on Special Adviser on working climate

Short Bio. | Prof. Purna Sen

Prof. Purna Sen is a Visiting Professor at the Child and Woman

Abuse Studies Unit at London Metropolitan University. For almost

four decades, Prof. Sen has worked in the United Kingdom and
internationally on gender equality, violence against women,
sexual harassment, social development, and human rights. Shehas

been Deputy Director of the Institute of Public Affairs at the

London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), where
she also taught gender and development. She also held the positions of the Head of Human

Rights for the Commonwealth Secretariatand Director for the Asia-Pacific Programme

at Amnesty International. She has consulted with organisations including Article 19 and the

British Council. In addition, she has been on the management and advisory groups of non-
governmental organisations, including the Refugee Women's Resource Project and Southall

Black Sisters. Prof. Sen was previously a board member of the Kaleidoscope Trust (an LGBT

rights charity), RISE (a domestic abuse charity), and the Commonwealth Human Rights

Initiative.

Prof. Sen most recently worked at UN Women (2015-2020), initially as Director of the Policy
Division and latterly as the Executive Coordinator and Spokesperson on addressing sexual
harassment and other forms of discrimination. She has published on related topics, such

as #MeToo and sexual harassment, movement organising to end violence against women,

gender and _torture, crimes of 'honour', and transgressive sexualities in India and Nepal.
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https://cwasu.org/
https://cwasu.org/
https://thecommonwealth.org/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://www.article19.org/
https://southallblacksisters.org.uk/
https://southallblacksisters.org.uk/
https://kaleidoscopetrust.com/
https://www.riseuk.org.uk/
https://thecommonwealth.org/organisation/commonwealth-human-rights-initiative-chri
https://thecommonwealth.org/organisation/commonwealth-human-rights-initiative-chri
https://www.unwomen.org/en
https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-Handbook-of-the-Politics-of-the-MeToo-Movement/Chandra-Erlingsdottir/p/book/9780367408473
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2018/11/towards-an-end-to-sexual-harassment
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2019/discussion-paper-what-will-it-take-promoting-cultural-change-to-end-sexual-harassment-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1714
https://globalcivilsociety.org/yearbooks/global-civil-society-2003/
https://www.wcl.american.edu/impact/lawwire/gender-perspectives-on-torture-law-and-practice/gender-perspectives-on-torture/
https://www.foyles.co.uk/witem/lgbt-gender-studies/honour-crimes-paradigms-and-violenc,lynn-welchman-sara-hossain-9781842776278
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/arguing-about-the-world-9781849665445/

