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Summary 
 
Juan E. Méndez is Professor of Human Rights Law in Residence at the Washington College 
of Law, The American University and the author – with Marjory Wentworth – of Taking a 
Stand: The Evolution of Human Rights (New York and London: Palgrave MacMillan, 
2011).  Beginning Nov. 1, 2010 and until October 31, 2016, he served as the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
In the summer of 2009 he was a Scholar-in-Residence at the Ford Foundation in New 
York.  Between 2004 and 2009 he was President of the International Center for 
Transitional Justice.  Starting in August 2004 and until March 31, 2007, he was also 
concurrently the Special Advisor to the Secretary General of the UN on the Prevention of 
Genocide.  In 2010 and 2011 he was Co-Chair of the Human Rights Institute of the 
International Bar Association.  A native of Lomas de Zamora, Argentina, Mr. Méndez has 
dedicated his legal career to the defense of human rights and has a long and distinguished 
record of advocacy throughout the Americas. As a result of his involvement in representing 
political prisoners, the Argentinean military dictatorship arrested him and subjected him to 
torture and administrative detention for a year and a half. During this time, Amnesty 
International adopted him as a "Prisoner of Conscience." After being expelled from his 
country in 1977, Mr. Mendez settled in the United States with his family.  
 
For 15 years, he worked with Human Rights Watch, concentrating his efforts on human 
rights issues in the western hemisphere, and helping to build the organization into one of 
the most widely respected in the world. In 1994, he became General Counsel of Human 
Rights Watch, with worldwide duties in support of the organization's mission, including 
responsibility for the organization's litigation and standard-setting activities. From 1996 to 
1999, Mr. Méndez was the Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human 
Rights in Costa Rica. Between October 1999 and May 2004 he was Professor of Law and 
Director of the Center for Civil and Human Rights at the University of Notre Dame, 
Indiana.  Between 2000 and 2003 he was a member of the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights of the Organization of American States, and served as President in 2002.  
 
At the Washington College of Law he is Faculty Director of the Anti-Torture Initiative, a 
project of WCL’s Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law.  He has taught 
International Human Rights Law at Georgetown Law School and at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International Studies, and he teaches regularly at the Oxford Masters 
Program in International Human Rights Law in the United Kingdom and in the summer 
Human Rights Academy at American University in Washington.  He holds doctorates 
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honoris causa from the University of Quebec in Montreal (UQAM, 2007), the National 
University of La Plata, Argentina (2012) and the National University of Mar del Plata, 
Argentina (2015). He is the recipient of several human rights awards, the most recent being 
the Eclipse Award by the Center for Victims of Torture (2016), the Adlai Stevenson Award 
of the United Nations Associations of the United States, Princeton-Trenton Chapter 
(December 2015), the Louis B Sohn Award by the United Nations Association of the 
National Capital Area (UNA-NCA) in December 2014 and the Letelier-Moffitt Human 
Rights Award by the Institute for Policy Studies, Washington DC, in October 2014.  He 
has also received the Goler T. Butcher Medal from the American Society of International 
Law, in 2010; the inaugural “Monsignor Oscar A. Romero Award for Leadership in 
Service to Human Rights,” by the University of Dayton in April 2000, and the “Jeanne and 
Joseph Sullivan Award” of the Heartland Alliance, Chicago, in May 2003. Mr. Méndez is a 
member of the bar of Mar del Plata and Buenos Aires, Argentina and of the District of 
Columbia, U.S., having earned a J.D. from Stella Maris Catholic University in Argentina 
and a certificate from the American University, Washington College of Law. 
 
Education 
 
Law Degree: Stella Maris Catholic University, Mar del Plata, Argentina, 1970. 
Political Science Studies: Provincial University, Mar del Plata, 1969-1971. 
Certificate: The American University, Washington College of Law, Washington, D.C., 
1978-1980. 
 
Membership in Professional Organizations 
 
Colegio de Abogados de la Provincia de Buenos Aires, 1970. 
Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Nación, Buenos Aires, 1970. 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 1981. 
District of Columbia Bar Association, 1981. 
Association of the Bar of the City of New York, International Human Rights Committee, 
1994. 
International Bar Association, London, 2010. 
Amnesty International, 1977 (Member, Board of Directors, AI-USA, 1980-1984, 1989-
1990). 
Center for Justice and International Law, Washington, D.C. (Founder and Vice-Chair, 
1991-1996, 2004 to 2010). 
Asociación Gremial de Abogados (Mar del Plata chapter of an organization of human 
rights lawyers), (Founder and Vice-President, 1971-1974). 
Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales, Buenos Aires (Member, Advisory Council, 
1995/2000). 
Inter-American Institute on Human Rights, San Jose, Costa Rica (Member, Assembly, 
1999 to present). 
Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame (Fellow, 1999-
2004). 
Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame (Fellow, 1999-2004). 
Kellogg College, Oxford University, United Kingdom (Visiting Fellow, 2002 to present). 
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Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Organization of American States 
(Commissioner, elected for a four-year term 2000-2003: Second Vice President in 2000, 
First Vice President in 2001, President in 2002). 
Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies (GGS) International Advisory Board, April 
2009 to present. 
Steering Committee to draft a Convention on Crimes Against Humanity, sponsored by 
Washington University in St Louis School of Law, 2008 to 2011. 
Task force on Terrorism and Human Rights, International Bar Association, London, 2008-
2010. 
Co-Chair, Human Rights Institute of the International Bar Association, London, 2010-11. 
Special Advisor on Crime Prevention to the Prosecutor, International Criminal Court, The 
Hague, September 2009 to June 2011. 
Commissioner, International Commission of Jurists, Geneva, Switzerland, 2017 to present. 
 
 
Work Experience 
 
1970-1974:  Private Practice, Mar del Plata, Argentina. 
1973:  Acting Dean, School of Economics, Provincial University, Mar del Plata, Argentina. 
1974:  Legal Counsel, Technological University, Buenos Aires. 
1974-1975:  Private Practice, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
 
Between 1970 and 1975, my law practice in Argentina was generally limited to labor law 
and defense of political prisoners. From August 1975 to February 1977, I was held in 
administrative detention under the state of siege. 
 
1977-1978:  Director, Centro Cristo Rey (Catholic Center for Hispanics), Aurora, Illinois. 
1978-1981:  Legal Assistant, Staff Attorney, and Acting Director, Alien Rights Law 
Project, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Washington, D.C. 
1982-1988:  Director, Washington Office of Americas Watch (Now Human Rights Watch) 
1989-1994: Executive Director, Americas Watch. 
1994-August 1996: General Counsel, Human Rights Watch, New York. 
September 1996–October 1999: Executive Director, Inter-American Institute of Human 
Rights, San Jose, Costa Rica.        
October 1999-May 2004: Professor of Law and Director, Center for Civil and Human 
Rights, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana. 
June 2004-June 2009: President, International Center for Transitional Justice, New York. 
July 2004-March 2007: Special Advisor to the Secretary General on the Prevention of 
Genocide, United Nations, New York. 
Summer 2009, Scholar in Residence, Ford Foundation, New York. 
August 2009-2014, Visiting Professor; 2014 to present, Professor of Human Rights Law in 
Residence, Washington College of Law, The American University, Washington, DC 
November 2010 to October 31, 2016: United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, UN Human Rights Council, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
Member, Selection Committee to appoint truth commissioners and magistrates of the 
Jurisdiccion Especial de Paz created by the Colombian Peace Accords, 2017. 
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Teaching Experience 
 
Professor of Human Rights Law in Residence, 2014 to present; Visiting Professor, 
Washington College of Law, The American University, Washington, DC, Fall 2009 to 
Spring 2014. 
Lecturer, Summer Academy on Human Rights, Washington College of Law, The 
American University, Washington DC; 2008- present. 
October 1999-May 2004: Professor of Law, University of Notre Dame Law School 
(International Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law). 
July 1997, July 1998, July 2000, and July 2001: Oxford Summer Programme on 
International Human Rights Law, George Washington University and Oxford University, 
United Kingdom. 
July 2003, July 2004, August 2006, July 2007, July 2008, July 2009, July 2010, July 
2012, July 2013, July 2014, July 2016: Oxford University Masters of Law Programme on 
International Human Rights Law, Oxford Department of Continuing Education, Oxford, 
United Kingdom. 
November-December 2012 and July 2015: Universidad Nacional de Lanus (Argentina), 
Masters Program on Human Rights; 
December 1997: Universidad Internacional de Andalucia, sede La Rabida; Masters 
Program on Critical Legal Studies. 
January-May 1996: Visiting Fellow, Kellogg Institute, and Lecturer, School of Law, 
University of Notre Dame, Indiana. 
January-June 1995: Lecturer in International Relations and International Law, School of 
Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Washington, D.C. 
1992-1996: Adjunct Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, 
D.C. (Seminar on International Human Rights Protection and Litigation). 
1990-1998: Aspen Institute, Wye, Maryland, Seminars on International Law of Human 
Rights for Judges, directed by Professor Louis Henkin. 
1996-1999: Lecturer and Director of three consecutive Annual Inter-Disciplinary Courses 
on Human Rights, Inter-American Institute on Human Rights, San Jose, Costa Rica. 
1971-1974: Associate Professor, Political Science, School of Law, Stella Maris Catholic 
University, Mar del Plata, Argentina. 
 
Publications 

 
Taking a Stand: The Evolution of Human Rights (with Marjory Wentworth), preface by Ian 
Martin, New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2011. (Version in Spanish and updated, by Fondo 
de Cultura Economica, forthcoming 2019). 
 
Setting Universal Standards for Non-Coercive Interviews and Associated Legal Safeguards 
(with Andra Nicolescu), in Steven J. Barela, Mark Fallon, Gloria Gaggioli and Jens David 
Ohlin, eds., Interrogation and Torture: Integrating Efficacy with Law and Morality, 
Oxford: OUP, 2019.  
Right to a Healthy Prison Environment: Health Care in Custody Under the Prism of 
Torture, Notre Dame Journal of International & Comparative Law: Vol. 9: Iss. 1 (2019), 
Article 4. Available at: https://scholarship.law.nd.edu/ndjicl/vol9/iss1/4 
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Crisis de Seguridad y Crisis de Derechos Humanos, in Ibero, Revista de la Universidad 
Iberoamericana (Ciudad de México), Año X, Nro. 57, Agosto-Septiembre 2018. 
 
Introduction and Gender Perspectives on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (A/HRC/31/57) (thematic report as UN Special Rapporteur on 
Torture), in Gender Perspectives on Torture: Law and Practice, Washington: Center for 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Law Anti-Torture Initiative, 2018. 
 
Evolving Standards for Torture in International Law (with Andra Nicolescu) in Torture 
and Its Definition in International Law: And Interdisciplinary Approach, Metin Basoglu, 
ed., Oxford: OUP, 2017. 
 
Introduction and Annex: Torture and Ill-Treatment of Children Deprived of their Liberty 
(thematic report of UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, A/HRC/28/68), in Protecting 
Children Against Torture in Detention: Global Solutions for Global Problems, Washington: 
Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law-Anti Torture Initiative, 2017. 
 
Preface, in Transitional Justice in Sri Lanka, Bhavani Fonseka, editor, Colombo: Centre for 
Policy Alternatives, 2017. 
 
Tortura en México en AportesDPLF, Revista de Due Process of Law Foundation, 
Washington DC, Nro. 21, año 9, enero 2017. 
 
Prefacio in La Muerte del Verdugo, Sévane Garibian, ed., Buenos Aires: Miño y Dávila 
Editores, 2016 (English version forthcoming). 
 
How International Law can Eradicate Torture: A Response to Cynics (The Jose Siderman 
Human Rights Lecture), Southwestern J. of Int’l L., Vol. XXII, Number 2, 2016. 
 
Guest editor, special issue of International Journal of Transitional Justice, Vol. 10, Issue 1, 
March 2016; Oxford: OUP, 2016. 
 
Victims as Protagonists in Transitional Justice (editorial), Int’l.J.Trans.Justice, Vol. 10, 
Issue 1, March 2016; Oxford: OUP, 2016. 
 
Prólogo, in La Tortura en México: Una Mirada desde los Organismos del Sistema de 
Naciones Unidas, London: IBA HRI, and México: OHCHR, 2016. 
 
Justicia Transicional, Jurisdicción Universal y Genocidio, in Diez Años, Fundación Luisa 
Hairabedian: Buenos Aires, 2016. 
 
Foreword, in Amnesty International, Combatting Torture and Ill-Treatment: A Manual for 
Action, London: AI, 2016. 
 
Peacemaking, Justice and the ICC (with Jeremy Kelley), in Contested Justice: The Politics 
and Practice of International Criminal Court Interventions, Christian de Vos, Sara Kendall 
and Carsten Stahn, eds., Cambridge: CUP, 2015. 
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Afterword, in Hell is a Very Small Place: Voices from Solitary Confinement, Jean Casella, 
James Ridgeway and Sarah Shourd, eds., New York and London: The New Press, 2016. 
 
La tortura en el Derecho Internacional, en La Verdad Nos Hace Libres, volumen de 
homenaje a Salomón Lerner; Miguel Giusti, Gustavo Gutiérrez y Elizabeth Salmon, 
compiladores; Lima: Fondo Editorial PUCP, 2015. 
 
Obligaciones Internacionales del Estado en Materia de Tortura (conferencia inaugural), en 
Prevenir y Sancionar la Tortura en Argentina a 200 Años de su Prohibición, Buenos Aires: 
Ministerio Público de la Defensa, 2014  
 
Introducción and Informe de Seguimiento del Relator Especial sobre la Tortura, in 
Próximos Pasos Hacia una Política Penitenciaria de Derechos Humanos en Uruguay, WCL-
CHRHL, 2014 
 
Prefacio a edición en español, Sharon Shalev, Libro de Referencia sobre Aislamiento 
Solitario, on line, 2014. 
 
Introduction, Response to Joint Statement by APA and WPA, and 2013 Report to UN 
Human Rights Council, in Torture in Health Care Settings: Reflections on the Special 
Rapporteur on Torture’s 2013 Thematic Report, Washington: WCL, 2014. 
 
Transitional Justice (with Catherine Cone) in Routledge Handbook of International Human 
Rights Law; Scott Sheeran and Sir Nigel Rodley, editors; Abingdon and New York: 
Routledge, 2013 
 
Human Rights Make a Difference: Lessons from Latin America (with Catherine Cone) in 
The Oxford Handbook of International Human Rights Law; Dinah Shelton, editor; Oxford: 
OUP, 2013. 
 
The Importance of Justice to Securing Peace, in The Rise of International Justice: A 
Collection of Essays & Reminiscences Dedicated to Aryeh Neier, New York: Open Society 
Foundations, 2013 
 
Justicia de Transición, in Desapariciones Forzadas, Represión Política y Crímenes del 
Franquismo, Rafael Escudero Alday and Carmen Pérez González, eds., Madrid: Trotta, 
2013 
 
The Death Penalty and the Absolute Prohibition of Torture and Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, WCL Human Rights Brief, Vol. 20, Issue 1, Fall 
2012 
 
Does using Solitary Confinement violate International Law?, NY Law School The 
International Review, Spring/Summer 2012, Vol. 14, Issue 2. 
 
Constitutionalism and Transitional Justice, in The Oxford Handbook of Comparative 
Constitutional Law, Michel Rosenfeld and Andras Sajo, eds., Oxford: OUP, 2012. 
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Commissions of Inquiry: Lessons Learned and Good Practices, in Tenth Anniversary of the 
International Criminal Court: the Challenges of Complementarity, Mo Bleeker and Pierre 
Hazan, eds., Bern: Politorbis, 2012. 
 
Foreword in Amnesty in the Age of Human Rights Accountability, Francesca Lessa and 
Leigh A. Payne, editors, Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 2012 
 
Forthcoming 2012: entry (with Catherine Cone) on Transitional Justice in Routledge 
Handbook on International Human Rights Law, Sir Nigel Rodley and Scott Sheeran, 
editors; 
 
Segredo de Estado, Politica Externa (Brazil), Vol. 20, No. 3, Dec. 2011/Jan-Feb. 2012 
 
Justice and Prevention, in The International Criminal Court and Complementarity: From 
Theory to Practice, Carsten Stahn and Mohamed el Zeidy, eds., Cambridge: CUP, 2011. 
 
La Trascendencia del juicio a Fujimori para la lucha contra la impunidad en el Perú y en 
el mundo, en La trascendencia del juicio y la sentencia de Alberto Fujimori, Lima and 
Fairfax, Virginia: IDL and George Mason University, 2011. 
 
The Arrest of Ratko Mladic and Its Impact on International Justice and Prevention of 
Genocide and Other International Crimes, Discussion Paper #17, The Holocaust and the 
United Nations Outreach Programme, 2011, available at: 
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/docs/paper17.shtml 
 
Terrorism and International Law: Accountability, Remedies and Reform (A Report of the 
International Bar Association Task Force on Terrorism), Elizabeth Stubbins Bates, author, 
edited by IBA Task Force; Oxford: OUP 2011. 
 
Transitional Justice, Peace and Prevention, Baltimore L.Rev., vol. 40, No. 3, Spring 2011 
 
Significance of the Fujimori Trial, 25 Am. U. Int’l L. Rev., Number 4, 2010. 
 
Editorial, Int’l J. of Transitional Justice, Vol. 3, No. 2 (2009), 157-162.  Oxford: OUP, 
2009 
 
Prevention of Genocide and its Challenges, in Standing for Change in Peacekeeping 
Operations: Project for a UN Emergency Peace Service, New York, Global Action to 
Prevent War, 2009. 
 
An Emerging ‘Right to Truth:’ Latin-American Contributions in Legal Institutions and 
Collective Memories, Suzanne Karstedt, ed., Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2009. 
 
Preface: Genocide in Guatemala, in Quiet Genocide: Guatemala 1981-83, Etelle Higonnet, 
ed., New Brunswick: Transaction, 2009. 
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Individual Accountability for Human Rights Violations, in Global Standards, Local Action, 
B. Theuermann et al, eds. Vienna: Intersentia, 2009.  
 
Keynote Address: Symposium 2008 The United Nations and the Genocide Convention: A 
60th Anniversary Commemmoration, Rutgers L.Rev., Vol. 61 Number 1 Fall 2008. 
 
Seguridad Internacional y Derechos Humanos, in Derechos Humanos Hoy: Balance 
Internacional, Alia Trabucco Zerán, ed., Santiago: Universidad de Chile, 2009 
 
Remarks on Intervention, Case Western Reserve J. of Int’l L., Vol. 40, Nos. 1 & 2, 2008 
 
Preventing, Implementing and Enforcing International Humanitarian Law, in Proceedings 
of the First International Humanitarian Law Dialogs, Elizabeth Andersen and David M. 
Crane, eds., Washington, DC: The American Society of International Law, 2008 
 
The View from Outside the Government (transcript of panel discussion) in Legal Standards 
and the Interrogation of Prisoners in the War on Terror, Cynthia Arnson and Philippa 
Strum, eds., Washington: Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, December 
2007. 
 
Glenda Mezzaroba, Entrevista com Juan Méndez, en Sur (Revista Internacional de Direitos 
Humanos), No. 7, Ano 4, 2007.  
 
Los medios y los fines en la política internacional, in Res Diplomatica  (Foreign Service 
Institute, Argentina), 2d Era, No. 2, December 2007. 
 
The United Nations and the Prevention of Genocide, in The Criminal Law of Genocide: 
International, Comparative and Contextual Aspects, Ralph Henham and Paul Behrens, eds., 
Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2007. 
 
Lou Henkin, Transitional Justice and the Prevention of Genocide, in Columbia H.R.L.Rev, 
Vol. 38, No. 3, Spring 2007 
 
Lessons Learned, in Victims Unsilenced: The Inter-American Human Rights System and 
Transitional Justice in Latin America, Washington, Due Process of Law Foundation, 2007. 
 
Human Rights Policy: The Way Forward, in These Years – Human Rights, Geneva, 
International Council on Human Rights Policy, 2007 
 
Right to Truth, The Cavallo Case and The Scilingo Case (all three entries with Francisco 
Bariffi), in Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law, Rudiger Wolfrum, ed., 
Heidelberg and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007.  
 
Foreword in The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary, William F. Schulz, 
editor, Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania Press, 2007. 
 
Possibilities for Genocide Prevention, in Explaining Darfur, Amsterdam: Vossiuspers 
UvA, 2006. 
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Peace, Justice and Prevention: Dilemmas and False Dilemmas, in Dealing with the Past 
and Transitional Justice: Creating Conditions for Peace, Human Rights and the Rule of 
Law, Mo Bleeker, ed., Swiss Federal Dept of Foreign Affairs, Berne, 2006. 
 
Prólogo, in Reparaciones en la Transición Peruana: Memorias de un proceso inacabado, 
Julie Guillerot and Lisa Magarrell, eds., APRODEH, ICTJ and Oxfam, Lima, 2006. 
 
Retrouver la Vérité sur la “Sale Guerre” en Argentine: Le role des témoignages militaires, 
in Le Croquant, No 49-50, Lyon, 2006. 
 
The Human Right to Truth: Lessons Learned from Latin American Experiences with Truth-
Telling, in    Telling the Truths, Tristan Anne Borer, ed., U of Notre Dame Press, Notre 
Dame (IN), 2006; also published in Historizar el pasado vivo, Anne Perotin-Dumont, 
Project Coordinator, electronic book by Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Santiago, Chile, 
2007, http://etica.uahurtado.cl/historizarelpasadovivo 
 
Transitional Justice in Historical Perspective and How to Take Forward a Transitional 
Justice and Human Security Agenda, in Transitional Justice and Human Security, Alex 
Boraine and Sue Valentine, eds., JICA-ICTJ, Cape Town, 2006. 
 
Torture in Latin America, in Torture: Does It Make Us Safer? Is it Ever OK?: A Human 
Rights Perspective, Kenneth Roth, Minky Worden, Amy D. Bernstein, eds., The New 
Press and Human Rights Watch, New York, 2005 
 

Justicia Penal en el Sistema Interamericano de Derechos Humanos, in Criminalia (review 
of the Academia Mexicana de Ciencias Penales), Year LXX, No. 1, Porrua, Mexico DF, 
January-April, 2004.  Also in book form: Derecho Penal: Memoria del Congreso 
Internacional de Culturas y Sistemas Jurídicos Comparados, Sergio García Ramírez, ed., 
UNAM, Mexico, 2005. 
 
Medidas Cautelares y Provisionales (con Ariel Dulitzky), en Christian Courtis, Denise 
Hauser y Gabriela Rodriguez Huerta, compiladores, Protección Internacional de Derechos 
Humanos: Nuevos Desafíos, México: Ed. Porrúa, 2005. 
 
Review of David Cole’s “Enemy Aliens: Double Standards and Constitutional Freedoms in 
the War on Terrorism” in J. of College and University L. (Notre Dame Law School), Vol. 
30, No. 2, 2004. 
 
Prospects for Human Rights Advocacy in the Wake of September 11, 2001 (with Javier 
Mariezcurrena) in Law & Inequality (U. of Minn. Law School), Vol. XXII, No. 2, Summer 
2004. 
   
Los derechos fundamentales como límite al principio democrático de la voluntad 
mayoritaria, in Democracia, Desarrollo Humano y Ciudadanía, Guillermo O’Donnell, 
Osvaldo Iazzetta, and Jorge Vargas Cullell, eds., UNDP and Homo Sapiens, Buenos Aires, 
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2003.  English version: The Quality of Democracy: Theory and Applications, U of Notre 
Dame Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, 2004. 

 
Migrant Workers and International Law principles of Non-Discrimination and Due 
Process (with Helena Olea and Andreas Feldmann) in Human Rights and Refugees, 
Internally Displaced Persons and Migrant Workers,a volume in honor of Professor Joan 
Fitzpatrick and Arthur Helton, Anne F. Bayefsky, ed., Martinus Nijhoff, Leiden-Boston, 
2006 
 

Perspectivas para el trabajo en derechos humanos en América del Sur después del 11-IX-
01, (with Javier Mariezcurrena) in Temas de Derechos Humanos en Debate, Jose Zalaquett, 
ed., Grupo de Reflexión Regional, Lima, Peru, IDL; Santiago, Centro de Derechos 
Humanos – Universidad de Chile,   2004. 
 
Los Trabajadores Migratorios y la No Discriminación en Derechos Laborales (with 
Helena Olea and Andreas Feldmann) in a volume in honor of Antonio Augusto Cancado 
Trindade, Brazil, (forthcoming). 
  
Co-editor (with Guillermo O’Donnell and Paulo Sergio Pinheiro), La (in)efectividad de la 
ley y la exclusion en America Latina, Paidos, Buenos Aires, 2002. 
 
Avances del Sistema Interamericano sobre las Obligaciones de los Estados, and El Caso 
Barrios Altos, Peru, in Justicia para las Victimas en el siglo XXI, Due Process of Law 
Foundation (Washington) and IDHUCA (San Salvador), 2002. 
 
La accion del Congreso y las obligaciones internacionales de la Argentina en materia de 
derechos humanos, (with Gaston Chillier), in El Caso Bussi, Jorge Pedro Busti et al, 
editors, Argentine Senate, Buenos Aires, 2002. 
 
Human Rights Policy in the Age of Terrorism, St. Louis U. Law J., Vol. 46, No. 2, Spring 
2002. 
 
Co-editor (with Martín Abregú and Javier Mariezcurrena), Verdad y Justicia, volume in 
tribute to Emilio F. Mignone, by IIHR and CELS, San Jose and Buenos Aires, 2001. In 
that volume: La justicia penal internacional, la paz y la reconciliación nacional. 
 
Comentario Académico (note) on In Re Pinochet, Iudicium et Vita, special edition, IIDH, 
San Jose, Costa Rica, No. 7, December 2000. 
 

Ethical and Humanitarian Concerns Add a New Dimension to International Security in the 
Post-Cold War World, Notre Dame J. Law, Ethics &Public Policy, Vol. 15, No. 2, 2000. 
 
National Reconciliation, Transitional Justice and the International Criminal Court, in 
Ethics & International Affairs (Review of the Carnegie Council on International Affairs), 
Vol. 15, Number 1, 2001. 
 
The Cavallo Case: A New Test for Universal Jurisdiction (with Salvador Tinajero-
Esquivel), in Human Rights Brief, newsletter of the Center for Human Rights and 
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Humanitarian Law, The American University, Washington, D.C., Vol. 8, Issue 3, Spring 
2001. 
 
Solutions: Human Rights Verification and Accountability (with Francisco J. Cox), in 
Human Rights and Forced Displacement (Vol. 4 in series on Refugees and Human Rights), 
Anne F. Bayefsky and Joan Fitzpatrick, eds., Martinus Nihoff, Leiden, 2000 
 
Sistema Interamericano, Impunidad y Jurisdicción Universal: El Caso Pinochet (with 
Javier Mariezcurrena), ¿Más Derecho?, Año 1, No. 1, November 2000, Di Placido, Buenos 
Aires. 
 
Comments on “From Minors to Citizens”, in The Child in Latin America: Health, 
Development and Rights, Ernest Bartell, CSC and Alejandro O’Donnell, eds., University of 
Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, 2001. 
 
International Human Rights Law, International Humanitarian Law, and International 
Criminal Law and Procedure: New Relationships, in International Crimes, Peace, and 
Human Rights: The Role of the International Criminal Court, Dinah Shelton, ed., 
Transnational, Ardsley, NY, 2000. 
 
Latin American Experiences of Accountability, in The Politics of Memory: Truth, Healing 
and Social Justice, Ifi Amadiume and Abdullahi An-Na’im, eds., Zed Books, London and 
New York, 2000. 
 
Derechos y Deberes Civiles y Políticos (with Helena M. Olea), entry in Diccionario 
Electoral, IIDH, San Jose, Costa Rica, 2000. 
 
Reflections on the Consolidation of Democracy and Human Rights in Latin America, (with 
Javier Mariezcurrena), Human Rights: New Perspectives, New Realities, A Pollis, P. 
Schwab, Eds.; Lynne Reinner Publishers, Boulder-London, 2000. 
 
The Inter-American System of Protection: Its Contributions to the International Law of 
Human Rights, Realizing Human Rights: Moving From Inspiration to Impact, Samantha 
Power and Graham Allison, eds., Human Rights Initiative,  John F. Kennedy School of 
Government of Harvard University; St. Martin's Press, New York, 2000. 
 
No Relativizar los Derechos Humanos (with Gastón Chillier), in Hechos y Derechos, The 

Journal of the Argentine Ministry of Justice and Human Rights, Buenos Aires, No. 7, 
Fall 2000.  

 
Reconciling Amnesties with Universal Jurisdiction (with Garth Meintjes), in International 

Law Forum, The Review of the International Law Association, The Hague, Kluwer, 
Vol. 2, No. 2, 2000. 

 
La Cláusula Democrática y el Derecho Interamericano (with Gastón Chillier), in Apuntes 
de Derecho (Law Review of the School of Law, Universidad Diego Portales, Santiago, 
Chile), VI, Autumn 2000. 
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Accountability for Past Human Rights Violations: Contributions of the Inter-American 
Organs of Protection (with Javier Mariezcurrena), in Social Justice, Special Edition on 
Shadows of State Terrorism: Impunity in Latin America, by Patrice McSherry and 
Raúl.Molina, eds., Vol. 26, No. 4, 1999. 
 
Co-editor (with Denis Racicot and Javier Mariezcurrena), special issue of Revue 
Québécoise de Droit International, with the Inter-American Institute on Human Rights, on 
the 50th Anniversary of the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, Vol. 
11.1, 1998.    
 
Human Rights in Latin America and the Caribbean: A regional perspective, (with Javier 
Mariezcurrena), Human Development Report 2000: “Human Rights and Human 
Development”, Background Papers, United Nations Development Programme, published in 
Spanish and English by UNDP and Inter-American Court of Human Rights, San Jose, 
Costa Rica, 2000 (English version also published in CCHR Occasional Papers No. 12, 
Notre Dame, 2000). 
 
El Instituto Interamericano de Derechos Humanos y la Libertad de Expresión en América 
Latina y El Caribe, Cuadernos de Capel, IIHR, San Jose, 1999. 
 
Co-Editor (with Francisco J. Cox), El Futuro del Sistema Interamericano de Proteccion de 
los Derechos Humanos, IIHR, San Jose, 1998, 2nd edition, 1999. In that volume: Una 
aproximación crítica a la interpretación vigente de los Arts. 50 y 51 de la Convención. 
 
La lucha por la verdad y la Justicia: aportes latinoamericanos a principios universales, 
(with Javier Mariezcurrena), Social Science Research Council, Program on Collective 
Memory (forthcoming).  
 
The Un-Rule of Law and the Underprivileged in Latin America, (co-editor with Guillermo 
O’Donnell and Paulo Sergio Pinheiro), University of Notre Dame Press, 1999 (Portuguese 
version by Paz e Terra, Sao Paulo, 2000; Spanish edition by Paidos: Buenos Aires, 2003). 
 
The Right to Truth, in Nouvelles Ëtudes Pénales, Reining in Impunity for International 
Crimes and Serious Violations of Fundamental Rights, Christopher Joyner and M. Cherif 
Bassiouni, eds., Association Internationale de Droit Pénal, érès, 1998. 
 
La Relación entre el Ombudsman y el Derecho Internacional de los Derechos Humanos, 
en Memoria II Congreso Anual de la Federación Iberoamericana del Ombudsman, FIO, 
Madrid, 1998, and also in Debate Defensorial (Review of the Peruvian Office of the 
Human Rights Ombudsman), No. 1, September 1998. 
 

Relativismo y Universalidad de los Derechos Humanos, (with Francisco Cox), in Lecciones 
y Ensayos (law review of the University of Buenos Aires), 1998. 
 
Responsabilización por los Abusos del Pasado in Metodología para una Comisión de la 
Verdad en Guatemala, ODHA, Guatemala, 1996; in Relaciones Internacionales (Review 
of the University of La Plata, Argentina), Año 7, No. 13, June-November 1997; and in 
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Presente y futuro de los Derechos Humanos: Ensayos en Honor a Fernando Volio, Lorena 
Gonzalez, ed., IIDH, San Jose, 1998. 
 
Derecho a la Verdad frente a las Graves Violaciones a los Derechos Humanos, in La 
Aplicación de los Tratados sobre Derechos Humanos por los Tribunales Locales, Martín 
Abregú and Cristián Courtis, eds., CELS, Buenos Aires, 1997; republished in Peru: 1980-
2000, El Reto de la Verdad y la Justicia, APRODEH, Lima, 2001.  
 
Accountability for Past Abuses, in Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 19, Number 2, May 
1997, and in Working Papers, No. 233, Kellogg Institute, University of Notre Dame, 
September 1996. 
 
In Defense of Transitional Justice, in Transitional Justice and the Rule of Law in New 
Democracies, A. James McAdams, ed., University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame and 
London, 1997. 
 
“Afterword,” in Verbitsky, Horacio, The Flight: Confessions of an Argentine Dirty 
Warrior, New Press, New York, 1996, 2d. edition 2005. 
 
Visión Internacional de la Reforma de 1994, in Jerarquía Constitucional de los Tratados 
Internacionales, Juan Carlos Vega, ed., Astrea, Buenos Aires, 1996. 
 
Freedom of Expression and National Security in the Inter-American System of Protection 
(with J.M. Vivanco, V. Krsticevic and D. Porter) in Secrecy and Liberty: National 
Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to Information (Sandra Coliver, Paul 
Hoffman, Joan Fitzpatrick and Stephen Bowen, eds.), Article XIX - Martinus Nijhoff, The 
Hague and London, 1999. 
 
Peace, Human Rights and Accountability:  The Need for a New Doctrine on International 
Intervention, in Human Rights Brief, Vol.  2, No. 3, Spring 1995; Point-Counterpoint 
Series, Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Washington College of Law, 
The American University, Washington, D.C.  
 
Identifying and Prosecuting War Crimes: Two Case Studies – The Former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda, in New York Law School Journal of Human Rights (Fifth Annual Ernst C. 
Steifel Symposium), Vol. XII, Part Three, Symposium 1995. 
 
La Participación de la Víctima ante la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, in La 
Corte y el Sistema Interamericanos de Derechos Humanos (in honor of 15th Anniversary 
of Inter-American Court of Human Rights), Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, 
San José, Costa Rica, 1994. 
 
Acknowledgement, Truth and Justice: Argentina, and Prosecution:  Who and For What? 
in Dealing with the Past:  Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa Alex Boraine et al 
(eds.), IDASA, Cape Town, 1994. 
 
Prólogo, in Sistema Interamericano para la Protección de los Derechos Humanos:  
Aportes para una Evaluación, ILSA, Bogota, 1994. 
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Medidas de Protección para Testigos en Casos ante la Corte Interamericana de Derechos 
Humanos, (with J.M. Vivanco), in Revista IIDH, No. 19, January-July 1994. 
 
La Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, in Espacios Internacionales para la 
Justicia Colombiana, Vol. II, Comisión Andina de Juristas - Seccional Colombiana, 
Bogotá, 1992. 
 
La competencia consultiva de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, in Espacios 
Internacionales para la Justicia Colombiana, Vol. III, CAJ-SC, Bogotá, 1993. 
 
Amicus Curiae sobre la Interpretación del Art. 4, Pfo. 2 in fine y Pfo. 3 de la Convención 
Americana de Derechos Humanos: OC-14, (con J.M. Vivanco y V. Krsticevic) in Revista 
IIDH, No. 18, July-December 1993, San José, Costa Rica. 

 
Book Review of Lawrence Weschler, “A Miracle, A Universe,” in New York Law School 
Journal of Human Rights, Vol. VIII, Part Two, Spring 1991. 
 
The Panama Invasion and the Laws of War, (with Kenneth Anderson), Terrorism and 
Political Violence, London, Volume 2, Autumn 1990, Number 3. 
 
Disappearances and the Inter-American Court: Reflections on a Litigation Experience, 
(with José Miguel Vivanco), Hamline Law Review, Volume 13, Summer 1990, Number 
3. 

 
Human Rights in El Salvador, Roberto Alvarez, ed., Report by Americas Watch and 
American Civil Liberties Union, Vintage, New York, 1982. 

 
La Participación de la Comisión Interamericana de Derechos Humanos en los Conflictos 
entre los Miskitos y el Gobierno de Nicaragua, in Human Rights in the Americas, 
Organization of American States, Washington D.C., 1984. 
 
Truth and Partial Justice in Argentina, Second Edition with An Update, Human Rights 
Watch, New York, May 1991. (Spanish version by CELS, Buenos Aires, 1991). 
 
 
Awards 
 
Annual Eclipse Award, Center for Victims of Torture, Minneapolis and Washington, June 
2016. 
 
Jose Siderman Award, Southwestern Law School, Los Angeles, February 2016 
 
Adlai Stevenson Human Rights Award, UN Association of the USA, Princeton-Trenton 
Chapter, December 2015. 
 
Doctor Honoris Causa, Universidad Nacional de Mar del Plata, Argentina, 2015 
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Letelier-Moffitt Human Rights Award, Institute for Policy Studies, Washington, DC, 
October 2014 
 
Louis B Sohn Human Rights Award, United Nations Association of the National Capital 
Area (UNA-NCA), Washington, DC, December 2014 
 
Doctorate Honoris Causa, Universidad Nacional de La Plata, Argentina, 2013. 
 
“Patrick Rice Human Rights Award, Torture Abolition Survivors’ Support Coalition 
(TASSC), Washington, DC, June 2013 
 
Rafael Lemkin Award, Auschwitz Institute on Peace and Reconciliation and Government 
of Argentina, April 2010 
 
Goler T. Butcher Medal, American Society of International Law, Washington DC, March 
2010 
 
Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship (jointly with Paul van Zyl), Oxford, UK, 2009 
 
Doctorate Honoris Causa, Université de Québec a Montreal, 2007. 
 
The Maryland Hispanic Bar Association, September 2003 
 
Harry Blackmun Fellowship, Aspen Institute Seminar on Justice and Society, Aspen, 
Colorado, August 2003. 
 
Jeanne and Joseph Sullivan Award for “outstanding Midwest, national, and international   
leadership on behalf of human rights,” Heartland Alliance, Chicago, May 2003. 
 
Inaugural "Monsignor Oscar A. Romero Award for Leadership in Service to Human 
Rights," University of Dayton,Ohio, April 2000. 
 
“Reverend William M. Lewers, C.S.C. International Award for Distinguished Services in 
Civil and Human Rights,” Notre Dame University Law School, 1998. 
 
The Trial Lawyers for Public Justice Foundation, Award for Public Interest Litigation for 
Rapaport v. Suarez Mason, Oakland, California, 1989. 
 
“Juarez-Lincoln Award,” New York, September 7, 1985, Hispanic National Bar 
Association. 
 
Hispanic Bar Association of Pennsylvania and HBAP Legal Educational Fund, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, December 7, 1988. 
 
1992 Peace Lecture, The Sidwell Friends School, Washington, “Human Rights:  The 
Content of Peace.” 
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Honorary Membership, Equipo Argentino de Antropología Forense, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, 1987. 
 
Servicio de Paz y Justicia para América Latina (SERPAJ), Buenos Aires, Premio en 
Derechos Humanos, January 1992. 
 

 Personal 
 
Born on December 11, 1944 in Lomas de Zamora, Argentina.  Married with three 
children, five grandchildren. Twice imprisoned in Argentina for political and professional 
activities.  Adopted by Amnesty International as a “Prisoner of Conscience” in 1976. 
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