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As for telephone calls, I called Mr Medvedev twice, on August 7 and 8, 
and I called the Defence Minister. We discussed the situation. 

Vladimir Putin: There was a plan in place, and I think it is no secret that Russia's 
forces acted in accordance with this plan. I have spoken about this publicly 
before, and as I say, it is no secret. The General Staff drew up this plan 
somewhere in late 2006 or early 2007. I approved it. Furthermore, this plan was 
used as the basis for training South Ossetian volunteer forces. True, our military 
specialists, to be honest, did not place much hope in this work, given that 
resisting any country's regular armed forces, even those of a small country like 
Georgia, is impossible. But these volunteer forces nevertheless played a much 
needed part in the end and courageously defended their homeland. Over 
the three days before the Russian armed forces arrived, it was essentially just 
they and our peacekeepers who were holding off the Georgian forces. So, they 
did play their part. We mobilised military equipment and arms and so 
on in accordance with the plan. There is no secret here. We have already 
discussed all of this. 

Question: Let me apologise straight away for asking a question that is not about 
Russian-Armenian relations, but today is August 8 - the fourth anniversary 
of the conflict in South Ossetia, and so I wanted to ask you about your personal 
involvement in the events of those days. I asked you yesterday about the fi Im that 
our South Ossetian colleagues made about those events. The film asserts, 
in particular, that you telephoned from Beijing, where you were at that moment, 
on August 8. Did you really call from Beijing? And is it true that Russia did not 
have an action plan ready in the event of Georgian military aggression against 
South Ossetia? Could you answer these questions? Thank you. 

I think our team has done quite well overall and I wish them success over 

the remaining days of the Olympics. 
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