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http://www.hrw.org/print/news/2008/08/12/georgian-villages-south-ossetia-bumt-looted 

The Ceorgjansrllllleto the >illa&ea:around two o'dork in the rnorniug. They told us not to be of raid and said that if our men wouldn't shoot. they wouldn't shooteitl>ec. They shot in tl1eair 

Awom.<1n from Tf!inu:hllri told Hum.•m Right~ \\'Rtr!h, 

The displriccd pcl'sons spent several dnys in thr: WO:)ds with lnief l'Cspitcs in ncighhoring\•illngcs he:fom hcingpicked up by South :)s.<;f:tinn m litia an:i h'tmspo1~<l t\1 tho town of .Jav<l. 'I'his 

p;ioupof dl)proxirnately 1oopeoplewa~aca:nnmoda1.e.d in LheJtava $cl\Oo: buikliu~forthe ni~llland wa$dL6 Lo be 01oved by buse$ lO KorthOi!setia iJ\ l{u:s:sia onAugusL 13. 

Human Righ:-s \fatch rcscarchcl's also interviewed South Ossentian women displ:\('!(!\1 from the Lcnmgcri distl'ict of South C>ssctit1. Tl:c womC;n, fron: the mountain villngcs ofTsinnchnri, 

Jvlonasteri,i'.akoti, 'l'~ubeni and 'l'AAjr-. t:>l<l Humor' l{.iJ1,ht.s \'\'Alth l"lv1tt hey hod Jled "rH-\l<:hi.l:Jr9n a.n<l etdArly people when. Gocrgif1n tYiiliLary J)AJ'$00flel fmtetvd 1heh·vffstJt<=!S on tl)fl ni.J;i:M of 

August7/t:. 

. :The Rl.1ssiAn gov0t11ment should he held to th~ pmmise to puni$h looti!ti; hl:t m1H~h nlOt'e 1).'.'!edj:( to})@. don<! to P.n~nre thott11l sides pi"()t()C.t niviliF1ns>'1 St"1ill HollyCn11ner, fi:.\nope nnd O:intrAJ 

Asitt clll-.clor "'t l lwn«u Right.s W&.ch. 

~·1ssian Minister of lnt<=?rnal Affairs RnshidNurgaliev s.aid thAre woHld I"' "decisive Emd tough'1 moo.sl.treS taken <:)g(lilllit Jootel'$ . 

lnternabonal hu:nantanan law api"'licable to the fl$t:ing between South Ossetian militias and Georgian forces prohibrt:s ath\cks on civilian p:-ope1ty, as well as looting or pilla?,i,1\e; Individuak, 

includi.u..,'?. c:ownuuW.ers, ptutic:~li1:gh1 lhe <leliber.::i.lE:! or rec:kless de1:1.ruc.:Lior: or loolin.~ :.>f dvili..'\n pc'Operly are respon::1ible for WM c.·ritue&. l1:leniationttl hua1t11nit ... 'Uiau ku- .. · ~so prohibil::l "ad;; 

ortlu-cats of violence the primmy purpose of which is to spread terror among the civ .lian population .. , 

A representative of the local adminisn·ation in the town.of Java told Human Righ~ v\:amh that d1e authorities had an'¬ SS ted tw:i men who were lo:itin,e; the ethnie Georg.an Yill~s., but wm 

"<l~u»u1L Llw Lhey were 11olmomhers of Ll1e Soulh Os•eU"'1 ulllilid.S. llis <-oll•-".~ue, however, ... id, ''hm'L Llll1l wlial Ll1ey [Ceorgifil"'] l~we been doing Lo us'( These o\,\ people •h>ultln'L be 

complaining-they should be happy they weren't killed." 

H11man Righ:-s \\:arc"i mscarC',ll<~rs also s.1w nnre<l ~~tit1n militiA m<;mhm-s in cmn01.1flago fotigi.1~s tnking hou~ohol<l items; - ;1niti1rr., t-0levision sr;ts, honte1-s, i>'1it1~1s<-.~~ (',..·upcit'~ and hlt1nkots 

oul of l1ou:;(:~; i ·11 }1(~ vil111gc or:< vmno .i\c.:huhc:li, un.:l lon.:ling lhcm inl.o Ll1(:ir l ruck~;. l•:Xr•l1.ti11i11g the: loolc1':c-l! o<:lio11~ "'' o~sol im• uum lold I Junmn Kigl1l$ W11Lc~h~ ''01' c:oumc:~ l ht:y om cnl ilfo.d lo 

take th.in?,S from (Jeorgiruis now - beca·JSe they lost their own property in Tslhin\'ali and other places." 

111 Lhe vilJt\ge of Kekhvi, Ult'lll.Y houses were set vu f:re between 6.30 pm and 7.30 pm on Aug1Ji:1l ta - Uiey were 1:1.blttte as J lumen Kight.s Walch researchers moved along U\E:! rosd. Two eklerly 

women fmm Kckhvi wm'C'i W(1cpingas they tokl Humm· Rights \\'Atehahoutwhat hrippenOO in the village. One of them r.xplnine<l tht1t the mo1nhcl's of SouthOs.(lr;tian militias pos.~d lw th;: 

vill~ tUld i:iloppetl ~ h~r houst: ~n<l '1l}LrE:1W 1:1omel:tiug'1 Ll~L ~l il 011 firE:I. She tlid uul 111~1~e lo r~ut! tU~'lltlng frorn l11t! hou1:1ti tt.n<l al Ll1E:! timti of I.he i.ulerview coJkl .uol even eult!r J1e housE:I 

oo it wru; still bw·nin~ She had no Ill.Oil¢)' on her and d:d n~t know if $110 could ;ourvivc in thi$ situotion. 

Tn the village of Kvcmo Aehobct], Human Rights Watch researchers spoke to an elderly man who was desperately b)•ing to rescue his smoldering house using two half-empty buckets of dirty 

water brought from a spring He told Human Rights Watc~ that the vast maiority of the residents, including his family, fled the vi.lage when active fighticy. between Georgian forces and South 

Ossctrau militias broke out on J\ugi.1st 8, hut he decided to stay to look aftor tho catttc. Hosa d members of the South C~sctian militia crime to his house on :\ugust 11, rind tried to trike away 

some household items. \\!hen ho protected, they Ml':: the houee on fire and lett The man seid he had no food or drinking weter; his hands were burned tind hair was singed epperently M he 

Wdl:I unsuccessfully l.Jyrng to exlu1~ush Ute fire and he appeared Lo be 10 a state of shock. I le stud Utal U1ere were aboul (we to Len elderly and 1:11ck people left m U:ae \1]~!l,e,. till ma sunilar 

d~µernl~ condition, and unu~y ot'the houses were ·:.>LUuE:!<l. 

"The rernalnlng residents of'these destroyed etlmic Georgian villages CU"e :ru:iey, desperate conditions, with 110 means of survival, no help, no protection, and nowhere to go," said Tanya 

Lokshinaot Human Rigl>ts Wat..h. 

Nurneroue house» int-ha vi lh.igefl of'Kekhvi, Kverno .4dl.qheh (Ni·Mm1a Acd1,qvffi1 in RuHtli}m), Zerno .A\r.hNhf!h (Verkhnie Aduwali rn Ru!$i:rn), Hnd Tmn.<1r,<1~hani h.':l.:l b!mn burnt down over I ha l.'tKl 

day - Human Ri:;hts weteh researchers saw th; smoldering remnants of the houses and household Items. Tho villages worn virtually deserted, with the exoepticn of a few elderly and 

incapA<:italt:1d people who :;tt1yci<l be.1ind Gii-horboc-'.RlSC 1hoy wero Ut1tibte to lloc or hecousA they \\1~rn rrying to sav« their belongings and osttlo. 

Lhi9 read looted t'·1ff Cffol)!,i.Hn virHg™ and set. them 011 l'ir~. I hnuau K.ighlao> \\'i-.>Lcli sew numerouavelucles carrying South Oiiwffti..'111 miliua mu111~1~,t11o1 wall i-.is R.u1:1l'iion military lr~11Mp<uh1 moving 

in tho dlrncnon dT~kh1nvnlL 

Ji1Soul11 O••elit\ I lu111<1J1 l<ighllJ W'1LCh l'e-J'(bel'!l lr•Velmson 11i0eve1ungofAug1.1sl 12 011 U10 road Iroiu lh~ town of Ja•a to 't'sklunvall. lh• oopii..tl of sooth O.seli•, witneo!l\l<l LerriJYiug 

scenes of des.ruction in four villt\~e• Llllll used to be pcpulsted exclusively by ethnic Coo:·~ulll. A<:cor<lu1~ lo L),. few reuuuni1~;; local resklents, South O""'l""' militias that were moving elong 

UI 

(Jave, At1WJ.st 13: ~008)- Hu1ru.m KiAln \"t'otch researchers ln South Ossoti3 on August 1:.:1 :tuo81 saw ethnic Georginn vtllages scill burning frou; fares sot by South :'..>s~etlon mllltias, witnessed 

looU1\~ by ll1• militias, and I"""""' Ilrsthand of L\., pl~l!)ll of ethruc Ossetian villt\l\•r> who hsd fled C•or~>111 soldiers duru;~ Lhe Ceo1~~11-l~u•io.n <ouflicl over L]., .,,..,,11<"wt\V ro~u ofSoull• 

C'<scuo. 

Jug.i\t 12. 2001 
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I.Inks: 

l • J http:/ /\\ww.hrw.org/ncws/ wu8/o8/ 12/gcorgia n- villa gcs-south-ossetta -burnt- looted 
[2) http://twittcr.com/sbarc?url=hllp•~1A'~•!ll''•2f\•"•w.brw.org•&21lucws"&2l·2008%:ffo8?.>21'12%2Fgc'Orgin11-1illagcs-soutb-ossctia-burut­ 
looled&amp;counl=horiwnla.l&amp:via=&amp:le.~l=Gl'Orgian~.:l(JYtllag~'°o:l(Jin"QwSout~.:.iuOl>selia%:wBurol%:.1C%wLooled&amp:cotlDLl1fl=hLLp%3'\%:.tf% 
2Fw\\>-w.brw.org~o2Fnews%2F2ou8°6:.lfo8%2F12.°62Fgeorginn .. villages .. south-ossetia-burut .. looted 

[:i) http :/ / www.Jacebook.com/ plugins/hke. phprhref = hup•o~o2~o2Fwww.hrw.org%2fnews"62t'2008• .2Fo8%2F12•u2Fgeorginn-village1>-sou th · ossetia-bur nt­ 
lootccl&amp; layout• button....co1111t&nmp:show _faccs• falsc&amp;actiou=rceonunmd&ll mp.colorschcmcelightennuxwidtb« 100&am1>:bcighta 21&ti mp; font=&am1>:localc= 

Source UltJ,: hll1>:/ /"~"~.h.rw.uri;/news/2008/08/12/gwrgiun·,'i.ll(lg~-soulh-<>s~elin·IJIJJ'nl·looled 

11 m1l l,'f drovu l 191:111 I 0 .Jnn1, 111(: WOUl\lll ~mid 1) wrxuulcd mnn wax l l'l-l l~l'odml 11lt11 ·~wit It ti unn. Hu W·ll'l II I 110 11ln:r uf 1 Im Soul It o~:-;cl UI Ill tlu in wl IV I hi:)• were tuhl liud l1om I :wi·1.1:i1l ()y 0-:url!.i!ll • 

$.:)<liei~ ui LlP!! mountains, lJt'!t\l.E:'J1 up and released. l Jtt su.fftm:!<l 1:1eY~rtll broken ribs frum Lhe ··Jt!.::iJJng. 

During the ti.uc they spent in tbo woods thl' fleeing cjvilinns were provided with food and ~.istrul.cc by the members of South Ossetton militia, most.y thelr own rclatrvcs. Whru tho militin 

Another women Crom T:ilnachari to.d Iluman ~Walch thtll. onAuglllll8. "¥1"''4' sbe w"" with was stopped lnthe wood. by L'e Courg,itu1 milit>ey.h·corduJll, to the woman. the soldiers 
Mid, "T ell your men not to open fire. If they don t shoet we &""en'tgomg to a hoot either." 

probobly lJyius to l'dglil•ll u•. 'J11ey entered l.h• l1uJ .... , cleck ... 11,lonJf1<otiuu UWUClOlll•, ovo111.uuk OWt\)' J"' PM'l)Utl.o from"""'" ur cur 11oijj}1bu .. 'f}.,y .1.., looked fur )'01.1.ll&~<~'· OJlY for 
1l'<l1uo1' 'l'ho11~l· 1'111 ou1•1uAlos w<'lr(l lllmncly $t<''ll"'l<l t:y tl•on - I hoy join<'<l 1ht mill! i;, nrtl hkl lllflm:-ol\.'OA iii lhR wooclll. Tho Ci<nrsi.inni'lworo lllAf> lookinA forfir<-Vlrir:\ hul our m<:n l1orl tnk-rn ll)(~ir 

WOH!)Otll'1W1lh lholll,M) th()f'C wm1 l\(1IJ.i11g rnuch lo fi nc]. \Vo W(:r'O\'CH')' l'l(W'(:<l 11n<Jc:00Jd 1101 '4loy ill the: v11l11go wli1IOI hu <fc>0rgi.111l'I wt:m lhoro,g() .,.,.0 cleo fled llllO the WC1<>c.ls. t-or lho f1r:i;l rrighl, 

wcjust walked non .. stop. 

J\ wotunn from 'l'Mir. whn fled with horrwe Mnlfll1 children, Rnicl tlwt her h11shn1·ui nnoi brorhor wr.m both ln tbe militin.ll1~ told Hun11m Righl'N \\.nt<:'"I thnrtho (kiorginr sokli<:rs St()lowlv.tovrr 

money sho kept OCtho house, Tl-oy also took nwny tho riflotht1tthc men in tho fomily hod lcf: behind os well M tho 1Mssports of tho residents. nJI of whom ht1vo citizon~hip in the Russlzm 

FodoJ'Ol.i.011, 
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