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(lava, August 13, 20087 — Human Rights Watch researchers in South Ossetia on Aungust 12, 2008, saw ethnic Georgian villages still burning from fires aet by South Dsastian militias, witnessed
looling by the militiss, and learned firsthand of the plight of ethme Ossetian villsgers who had Qed Georgian soldiers during Lhe Georgian-Fussian conflicl over Lhe sreakaveay region of Seuth
Cesetia.

In Seuth Cesetia, Human Rights Wateh resaarchers traveling on the evening of August 12 on the road from the town of Java to Tekhinvali, the capital of Seuth Ossetia, witnessed terrifving
scenes of desruction in four villages that used to be pepulated exclusively by ethnic Georsians. According o the lew remaining local residents, South Ossetian milias that wers moving along
Lhe read looted Lhe Ceorgian vilages and sel them on lire. Human Bighls Walch saw numerous vehielas carrying South Ossetian mililia members, agwell as Bussian mililary lranspors moving

inthe direction of Tskhinvali,

Mumerous houses inthea villages of Kakhvi, Kvemno Achabeti (Mizhnia Achaveti in Russian), Zamo Achabeti (Varkhnie Achaveli in Russian). and Tamarasheni had baen burnt down over the last
day — Human Rights Warch researchers saw the smoldering remnants of the houses and household items. The villages wers virtually deserted, with the exception of a few elderly and

incapacitated people wha stayed benind either because they were inable to flee or becanse they were trying to save their belongings and cattla.

“The remaining residents of these destroyed ethnic Ceorgian villages are Jacing desperate conditions, with no means of aurvival, no help, no protection, and nowhere to go," saud Tanya

Lokshina at Human Rights Wateh.

Tnthe village of Kvemo Achabeti, Human Rights Wateh rescarchers spoke to an elderly man who was desperately trying to reseue his smeldering house nsing two half-empty buckets of dirty
water brought from a spring. He told Human Rights Watcen that the vast majority of the residents, including his family, fled the vilage when active fighting between Georgian forces and South
Cesetian militias broke out on August 8 ot he decided to stay to look after the eattle. He sad members of the South Cssctian militia came to his house on Aumst 1, and tried to take away
aome household iterns, When he protested, they se: the house on fire and lett, The man said he had ne food or drinking water; his hands were burned and hair wasainged  apparently as he
was unsuecessiully byine to extinguish the fire - and he appeared to be 1 a state of shock. He smd that there were about five to ten elderly and sick people left in the village, all in 3 similar

desperale condilion, and many of the houses were Surned.

1n Lhe village of Kekbvi, many houses were sel on Fre belween .30 pm and 750 pm on August 12— they were ablage as Homan Bights Waleh researchers moved along the rosd, Two elderly
women from Kekhvi were weoping as they told Himar Rights Wateh about what happened in the village. Cme of them explainad that the members of South Casetian militias passed hy the
villaps and stopped al her house and “Uirew someling” thal sel it on [ire, She did nol mansge Lo rescue anvibing [rom the house and al Uhe Gme of the inlenview coald nol even enler he house

az it was still burning. She hod no money on her and d:d not know if she could survive in this situation.

Human Righms Wateh researchers also saw armed Ossetian militia members in camouflage fatigues taking househeld items — Gnrinore, telavision sets, heaters, suiteases, carpets, and hlankets
oul of houscs 1 the village of Kvemo Achabeti, and loading them into Lheir Lrucks. xploirdng the loolers’ aclions, an Ouselion man old Human Righls Waleh, “OF eourse, Lhey are entitled to

take things from Georgians now — becaise they lost their own property in Tskhinvali and other places.”

A vepresentative of the local administvation in the town of Java told Humean Rights Watcl that the authorities had arvested two men who were looting the ethnie Georg an villages, but was
adamant Lhal Lhey ware nol members of the South Osselian mililias. s collespue, however, suid, “1sn'lL thal whal they [Ceorgians] have been doing Lo us? Thess old people shouldn'Ube

complaining — they should be happy they weren't killed.”

International bumanstarian law applicable to the fishting between South Ossetian militias and Georgian forees prohibits attacks on civilian property, aa well as looting or pillaging Individuals,
including commanders, participaticg in Lhe deliberate or reckless des ruelion or looting of civilian properly are responsible lor war erimes. Internations] humend larian law also prohibils “sels

or threats of violenee the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population.”
Hussian Mindster of Internal Affairs Rashid Murgaliev said there would be “decisive and tough” measures taken against looters,

“The Fussian government should be held to this promise to punish looters but mueh more nzeds to be done to ensnre that all sides protect civilians,” said Hally Cartmer, Europe and Central

Asiadireclor ab [ uman Righls Walch,

Human Rights Watch researchers also interviewed South Ossentian women displaced from the Leningeri distviet of Scuth Ossetiz. The women, fron: the mountain villages of Tsinachari,

Maonesteri, Zakori, Tsubeni and Tsair, told Human Rights Wateh that they had fled with children and elderly peonle when Gecrgian military personnel entered their villages on the night of
Angust 75,

The displaced persons spent several davs in the woosds with brief respites in neighhoring villages before being picked up by Sonth Dssetian molitia and transported to the town of Java. This

group of approximately 100 people was accommodated inthe Java schoo! building for the night and was due to be moved by buses to North Ossetia in Hussia on August 13
Awoman from Tainachari told Human Rights Wateh,

The Georgians came to the village a- around two o clock inthe morning. They told us not to be afraid and said that if our men wouldn't shoot, they wouldn't shoot eithes. They shot in the air
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probebly Lrving Lo righten us. They enlered the hoases, checkad idenification documents, even look avey he passpors [rom some of our neighbors. They dlso looked lor young guys and [or
tha man. Though all eur males were alvaady gone by then — thay joined the militia ard hid themselves in tha woods. The Georgians were also looking for firearms but onr men had taken their
weaporns with Them, so there was nothing much to find. We were very scared and could nob stay in the village while the Geo rgians were there, so we also led into the woods, Tor the fiest night,
we just walked non-stop.

Awoman fram Tsair, who flad with her twa small ehildren, said that her hushand and hrother were hoth in the militia, anc told Human Rights Wateh that the Georgiar soldiers stole whatowver
money she kept at the honsce. They also took away the rifle thar the men in the family had lef: behind as well as the passports of the residents, all of whom have citizenship in the Russian

Federaticn.

Another woman [rom Tsinachari to_d Human Rights Watch that on August 8, a group she was with was stopped inthe woods by the Georgian military. According to the woman. the soldiers

aaid, “Tell ¥ouw men notto apen fire, If they don't shoot we aren't going te shoot eithar,”

[miring the time they spent inthe wonds the flecing civilians were provided with food and assistance by the members of South Ossetian militia, most y their owr relatives. When the militia
sl ly drove Uherm Lo Java, the wornen said aowounded man was Uraosported along with them. He was a menber of the South Osselia militia who Uhey were Told had been seisel by Georgian

scldiers in Lhe mounlsins, beaten up and relsased. | e sullersd several broken ribs [mm Lhe Sealing
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