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Tl)(! 1'~porr nlso <locmmonrs how, when Rus.;:;inn forMs occupitd Cl<:org:lnr tow1tOI)' :idJooonr to tho .Sourh Os~rlan OOm hlli>h'rltlve hmdm-. C>AActlnn mlliti:is looted, cks:'l"Oyod, nn<l hurnod 

homes: on :i \t•idc sMlc, delihcw1t:clr killed ;:it lc-.astninc ci\'ilians, find r:ipod at lcn.~t two. Ru~e.i:in fo1~os:wcro:it times mvol\•cd in the looting:inC d(;Sb,1ction,cithcr <ls pnssin: bystardcrs 01· 

M:tiva pRlti~ipont~, <ir hy pmvi<lingmilitins wirh trnnsporr into villngos 

"'J'lic pern1d11cnl forced di:;pl.m.:cme11l of I hou:wu1<ls of people cumu>l he (:(JU nlcnam:ccl," t$11id Oc:nbcr. "1lussia shou lcl publidy pnmtolc cm<l oversco the riol1l of <111.xrson.s displ.1c:<x1 hy l ho 

conflict to return and live in their homes in safety and dignity~and provi::.!e security to E.ll persons bvin..~ tt.ere, re~ardless of ethr.tcity." 

tvJol'cthan 20,000 c:-hnic G,;;or~ians who fled the conflict in South Ossotia remain dispL1C\<;d. Ethmc C",.cio1~ians in tho in AkhaJgori district - a rcmo:-c nrc:i in the ca~ of South Ossctin, 

(!lJrmnt-lyocnJp1P.d hy Rossi;qn forc::ea - fa<.:fl th.t'f!."lh! ,qn..J h."lr;qss1ntmt by militi."ts ."tnd ~nx:if!ty i:1ho11t ,-,. po~siblf! d.osura of the dt!>.tTi<:t'$ ~<lmin1l'l:r.'lfiVE! hordarwitl-- thfl rnP.t o(C.oorgt.'\. Both 

foerm·s have ~nus.00 gl'e:tt mm1hcwsofi;coplr. ro lcr:vc thC\i·· homes fonmdispuroc.\ Gcol'gi:in rcn·iro1y. 

"]u~lecu.l of prol¬ cti1:g e;ivilia.us. Russitua forcE::s ttllo'"'ed .S<Julh Osselitm CorcE::S who followed in lh~ir ptd.h W eugt\ge in wttulon wl<l wttlt>.J:K:ttlt! pil:ttge an<l bw·1lln,~ of GE:i0rgia11 homE::~ ~ua<l LQ kill, 

hAAr, rapP., and threr'!tAn <:iviliAr~," fi9irl 0@.nher. "~u(:}· de ·ihAr11te ~tta~ks At@. wor crimes, and if committAC AS ?)Art of a wi:ie:sprel\d or systAm&ti~ pattorn, thAy tnAy hA pro~('.utOO AS h Cl' .. me 

:ig,1inst h11nrnnit:,·." 

As &1 oc<:upyiu .. v, power in lhe.se are~. :~.u~sia foile:l in it.s <lul.y umle.r i..nlernationttl hLWJ.ti.Uilfiliit.u law lv emmri:!, .ti.S f.ti.r t\S yossible, publk ordE::r cmd sttl~Ly m ttJ~& w1<ler il~ efi~dive control 

A-l:erC.f!orgr.flfl for(':~ t-1.•ithdrew fro°ll South o~~ti.A on A1!gust: 10) South Os$eti.-<'111 forces over a pt'!riod of wee.ks deli her::atP.ly ~nci. system.fltic."IJ ly destro~·ed E:-thnic C'-.f!orgian village$ tn. Sooth 

(~!:letia u~t ht\tl been a<lmiui~lere\.:. by the Ceorgi~u• gO\'E:!IllllleUl Tl)E:: Soul.Ji o~seUrui.s loo Led, bettl., UliettleJ!td, ~.ml tUlkt\vfully <lelt1ined uume:QU!:I ellmic Georg,ittu e;ivili~.us, tUd killed 

several. on lite basis of the etlwic a:1tl irnpute<l political affiliations of iho resident•, with the expre.s put]lOSo ;f forcing t'iose wloo remoined to leave wKl ensuriug tho.t no former residents 
W:)11JdtY:t\111l. 

Oolh Russiah ru1d Georg1tu1 fon:es use<l du!:ll.e.f uttnition!:I, <:aut\ing <.1vi1Uu1 clealhs tt:1<l pull.iJig more cwilif.rn:I ~\l ri~k by ledviug behiu<l w1~l~ble "mineftt!l<ls" of wu:ixplo<le<l bomblel~. Clu~le.r 

mw)itions are ban.n<::d under the Cc:.n\·ention on Clu.stcr t.·tu1litions, whi.c.h neilher Gt:oq?,ia nor H.ussia ~.a.:s sigtied. 

or woun<li ns (~ivilhnm. 

Humnn Rights V1h"1tch found th;it, in ;i nmnhel'of inst;inccs in Smith Ossctia ;ind in 11ndispi:tcd C'~orginn t:::1Ti:nry, n.us.e.itln fom<.s used indisol'htin:itc .101·inl, mtil cry,:m<f t:ink fire s.trikcs, 

killin~ and woundin~ many civilians. Hu Ulan Rigj:ts \\~ atch documented a number of cases in which Russ.an forces occup}·ingGori disb·ict in Georgi.a opened fire on civilian vehicles, killing 

"Jbe use of GrOO rockets- ..... hica sre irdiscriminate when used iii .s.re.::i.s popul.Yted by civi.liaii;; ~ sho,vs Lha.L GeorgitUl foree:; tilta(:ked .Soolh O:;setio \\1ilh blalttlll <l.i.:;T~yu<l lo lhe st'fecy of 

~ivili;ms," said Oonl'X'll'. 

l luuian Rig.liL:; \:','1:tkl1'~ research showed Lltt\l in tt number of instances Georgian fcrces carried out iudiscriminele anel disproportiouele artillery alltt<.:hl on South ~etitl. tu Kl u: some ca~es 

<luring their ground eseaulrcarried out oLLUck3 Lhtll.. had un excessive impact Q11 civilians with respect lO the unticiputcd military u<lV.!Jllil~c. l n partieulnr, Goo1·~0.:) forces eereied OU~ 

i1"Kiiscrimina:-c nltnc-,'.'-e, by their- cxtcns.ive \I~ in oiviHnn :U'<':llS of muttiplo-rockct' launch ng systems, which c . annot he rargotod with suffleten- precision to distingn iah between civilinn m"Ki 

mihtnry objects. The rockets, known as Grad, are believed to have been used by Russtan forecs as well. 

Sou 1·11 0fh'9c:illH Is o hm;ika:V•'AY reg ton ornoorg.la th111· shAt~ o border M\d hflS ve 1y close .Jes wtth R11sstt1. The. armed <»nfHct st·.flltA<I on /~\lgt~1 7, 2008, And IA~IAd until o t(it):'lf! Oro or August 

I:), with (~orgi;m fo''('..<':S in rcrroar and Russiau forces occupying South Ossctin an<f; tcmpo·'tltfy; undfspu-ed pmts of Gcorgin, ln tho week of open c-..ontlic-1, and tho n-any subsoqmmt weeks of 

rampant vtolence and insecunty in areas under Russia's effective oontro., bundreds of civilians were killed, and tens of thousands wore displaced. Many of them have not boon eble to return 

hC\11.1.('. 

"'I'll-A wnrovQ.r S<m1·hOs..~1ia IA$lo<l only one WH0k, bill wi'l hnw1 devasrating eonsounsnaos fo1·e1vilinns 10r J.',enArnlions 1·0 come," Sllid H.M:l1el l)onhor, EuropoDn<l ().il)IJ'Hl Asin dmctor fll 

Huuian IUghts \'Vat.ch. "Focusing on. who started the war or who committed worse atrocltlee, m some obeervers Me, uussee the »otnt, whic.1 is the urgent need to hold fill who a:-e reeponslble 

accountable and to allow displaced peep le to return Lome salely " 

The 200,page report, "Up in Flames: Humarutartan Law Violations In tt:e Confhct Over South Ossetia r'111" details Indtscrlmlnate and dlsproportlonate attacks by both Georgian and Russian 

forces, and the South Ossetian forces' <.WUJ.)ttlJUl of <lt!libe.rtl.lt! and t1ysle.cuatic destruction of certain ethnic Ge<Jr~ian villages in South Ossetia. ll ttl:;;, <le~(;nbes Russia's foulure lo tHl.SUI~ public 

order and safety in QJ'('!o3lJ of Goorgia thot wore under itG effective control. Tho report is based on mo rec thon 46:; intcrvtcws done over soveral monthe of field resoorch. 

13) 

()lt!w York)· Ct!Ut¥,ictn, RlLS:$k:u.t and South Ots~lurn Iorces comuuued numerous violatious of Llit! laws of war m Litt! ccnllict i11Augwsl :lOo8 over South Ost1ella end illf allt!nualh, t.:~!:li:]Jl, 

many <.:ivilittu df.dllt:t end i1tju1·i~s OCLd wi<l1.!1:1p1-ea<l des.rucuo» of eivi' itul.J)JqJ~rty, 11 utuun Kighl~ \tVtil d11:1tUd in ti C(>11_tp111heJ1siv& t'EtJ)OJ'I 1~Jthu1'9d LOdt1y, 

(~] 
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by ~outJ1 <.>s..,blll> forces, smce l<ussla exercises eOectivo control over South <.>ssetla l\1."'51'1 and C.:eorgja must ensure that those who ecmnuued these crimes are brou!!hJ: to.1ustice and 

pruviJ.t! ttµfJI:.>J)t:&ti reclrtttJ~ for HUilH:H'IJU:j vietirue uf IJ:~ conllict," 

"Bol Ii Uoorgiu 1111<.l !otuuuio i1luu1l<l uudcnnkc 11n imf)ut'.iul und 1.horou8.l1 il1vcwli~tio11 inlo uhuoow oc)mmill:;() l:y tl1oir foruc:11," L>c11Uur~1.ud. "K.m1~1iL1 llllu)11l<l ulso do ~o f:.u· tl.c csim.:11 eourruitkxl 

The roport dotnil• how ~outh Osscttnn foroos, llt tin1os together with Ri1 ss lnu forces, m-bitrorily dctnlnod llt IM•t •S\> ethnic l"'o1·gi011>. South \°l•sotion foroos ki llcd nt loost one detninoo ond 

,_,,f'\il'V't~ l'lf'IArly "II nf +hem tn ir1h111nA1"\ An<i rl"'if.1'1'rl Int l'r"lf'd lllfH'lt ttnrl ~tth't1"lhn1"1 rnnfhl lrH'I~ 1'1W'y AIMn l"<)rl 11rerl Al ''"'''' fn11 r (.:f'l()l'zl,•m J)minnf'!r'l' oF wflr,. nd l!XAt'11l 1'1ct ,t IMf.1 I hrAl'I ~AOrtll'ln 

fi)1\:us lHlrttl 1t11(l ill•l 1·::11l~td ut lw1~I flvu ul'll1u :~-1 '.~ll i1u1:.dul11i11ud i11 /\11~oxl i111l1uco11luxl of tlk: 111·111t:() ~:011f icl . 
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