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Extracts from the Libyan Criminal Code referred to in ICC-01/11-01/11-258 
 
 

(Article 27)  
Discretion of the Judge in Determining the Penalty 

The judge shall order the penalty he deems appropriate within the limits stipulated by 
law, and he has to indicate the reasons justifying his discretion. The judge may not 
surpass the limits stipulated by law for each penalty either by increase or decrease except 
in the case provided for in the law. 
 
 

(Article 28) 
 Estimation of Penalty  

The judge’s estimation of the penalty in accordance with the previous article shall depend 
on the gravity of the crime and the tendency of the criminal to commit a crime. The 
gravity of a crime may be established by: 

1- Nature of an act and the means used to commit the crime, its purpose, place of 
occurrence, time, and all the related circumstances.  

2- Gravity of damage or danger resulting from the act.  
3- Extent of criminal intent whether intentional or unintentional.  

 
Tendency of a criminal to commit the crime may be indicated by:  

1- Motives of committing the crime and criminal’s ethics. 
2- Behavior of the criminal at the time of committing of the crime and after that. 
3- Personal, family and social conditions of the life of the criminal.  

 
 

(Article 195)  
Contempt of Constitutional or People’s Authorities6 

Without prejudice to any severer punishment stipulated by another law, any person who 
insults the Fateh Revolution or its leader shall be punishable by imprisonment. 
 
Any person who insults the people’s authority or any of the judicial, defense or security 
bodies and any similar regular entities or insulted the Libyan Arab People or the state 
emblem or flag shall be punished with the same penalty.  

 
 

(Article 202) 
Sabotage, Looting and Killing Acts 

Any person who commits on the territory of the state any act aiming at sabotage, looting 
or killing people randomly with the intention of assaulting the state’s integrity shall be 
punished by death penalty.  

 
 
 
                                                
6 As amended by Law No. 8 of 1427, published in the Gazette issue No. (2) of 1428.  

ICC-01/11-01/11-273-AnxA   11-02-2013  2/19  CB  PT



 2 

(Article 203)  
Civil War  

Any person who commits an act aiming at initiating a civil war in the country, or 
fragmenting national unity, or seeks to cause discord among the citizens of the Libyan 
Arab Republic shall be punished by death penalty.  
 
 

(Article 211) 
 Agreement of Committing Crimes and Composition of Groups and Gangs to 

Commit them 
If several persons agreed to commit an intentional crime stipulated in chapter one and 
two of this Part which are punishable by death penalty, life imprisonment or 
imprisonment, or composed or founded an armed or unarmed group or gang to commit a 
crime of the said crimes, any participant in the agreement, group or gang shall be 
punished by the penalty stipulated for the crime agreed to be committed, even if the crime 
is not established. Any person who causes the agreement, the existence of the group or 
the gang, or founded or organized or headed the same, and any person who joined or 
participated in the agreement, group or gang shall receive an equal penalty.  

 
 

(Article 217) 
 Assault the Political Rights of the Citizen 

 
Any person who prevents others of practicing a political right wholly or partially by 
violence, threat or deceit, as well as any person who forces others to practice this right 
against their will shall be punished by imprisonment.  
 
 

(Article 236) 
Disclosure of Functional Secrets 

Any public officer who breaches the duties of his job or misuse it by disclosing official 
information which should be kept confidential, or facilitates by any means the disclosure 
of the same shall be punished by imprisonment for a period not less than six months.  
 

 
(Article 294) 

 Hiding Bodies 
Any person who hides a body or a part thereof, or hides its remains or bury it without 
informing the concerned authority and caused making a search or investigation on its 
regard shall be punished by imprisonment.  
 

 
(Article 297) 

Arson 
Any person who sets fire intentionally to the property of a third party shall be punished 
by imprisonment for a period not exceeding seven years, and a period of imprisonment 
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not exceeding five years for any person who sets fire in his property if the fire results in 
burning the property of a third party or endangering the public safety.  
 
 

(Article 322)  
Assisting Gangsters  

Any one who harbored or sponsored a participant in a criminal gang shall be punished by 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years, if he did not participate or facilitate 
the crime.  
No one shall be punished for such an act if this act has been taken for a kin.  
 
 

(Article 362) 
Spreading Diseases of Plants or Animals 

Any person who causes the spread of a disease of plants or animals dangerous to the 
economy or the national animal wealth shall be punished by an imprisonment period of 
not less than five years.  
If the pests spread due to an error, the penalty shall be either imprisonment or fine which 
ranges from one hundred and five hundred dinars.  

 
 

(Article 429) 
Use of Violence and Forcing Others 

Any person who forces others by violence or threat to take an act or endure it or not 
taking it shall be punished by imprisonment not exceeding two years.  
 
The said person shall be punished by imprisonment if the threat has been directed to force 
a third party to take an act constituting a crime, or if the threat was in writing.  
 
If the offender obtained an illegitimate benefit damaging a third party, the penalty shall 
be imprisonment for a period not exceeding five years.  
 
The penalty shall be increased by one third if the violence or threat has been committed 
using a weapon or conducted by several persons wearing headbands or a by disguised 
person. 
 

(Article 432) 
Inspecting People 

Any public officer who inspects a person exceeding the limits of his powers shall be 
punished by imprisonment.  
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