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Press Release of H.E. Dr. Abdul-Rahim El-Keib
Prime Minister of the National Transitional Council of Libya
On the Occasion of the visit of Mr. Luis Moreno-Ocampo
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court

I am very pleased to welcome once again Mr. Luis Moreno-Ocampo, Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court. This was yet another opportunity to strengthen our cooperation
with his Office, in pursuit of our common objective of ensuring that Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi and
Abdullah Sanusi are brought to justice, in accordance with the standards of international law.
The National Transitional Council is fully committed to eradicating the culture of impunity that
characterized the 40 years of dictatorial rule by the Gaddafi regime. To that end, as I discussed
with the Prosecutor, we will make every necessary effort to ensure a fair trial for these two
defendants, in connection with their alleged commission of crimes against humanity during the
Libyan peoples’ struggle for freedom which brought us to the eruption of the revolution of 17
February 2011.
Just as the Libyan people celebrates its freedom and prepares for democratic elections in June of
this year, they are still haunted by the terrible atrocities and suffering of the past. In the
liberation struggle, thousands after thousands lost their children, their family and loved ones.
The organized crimes campaign of the Gaddafi regime was a national tragedy by all means that
has touched the lives of virtually every Libyan family. Amidst the many challenges that it faces
in rebuilding the country and creating security, the investigation and prosecution of Saif Al-Islam
Gaddafi and Abdullah Sanusi has been a priority. It is imperative for New Libya to come to
terms with past human rights abuses and to create a new culture in which the rule of law is
allowed to flourish and prevail. The investigation and, as appropriate, prosecution of these two
defendants in a trial in Libya that meets the highest standards of international law will be a
unique opportunity for national reconciliation. It will strengthen the capacity of our judiciary in
furtherance the pillars of the new Libya that we are now struggling to build. The Libyan people
is entitled to have a chance to establish justice in this matter – that this is what the principle of
complementarity requires, as stipulated in the Statutes of the ICC. Justice in Libya is what our
people demand, it is what the victims of these terrible crimes demand, and it is our duty to ensure
that it is achieved in accordance with international standards.
To that end, we have taken several concrete steps in moving forward with an investigation into
the alleged crimes against humanity committed by the two defendants in 2011. First, the NTC is
in the process of adopting a new law that incorporates crimes against humanity, war crimes and
genocide into Libyan law. In effect, this recognizes that the existing rules of Libyan law system
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cover crimes with labels that have existed under international law since the adoption of the
Nuremberg Charter in 1945.
Second, the Public Prosecutor has devoted substantial resources into interviewing witnesses and
gathering other evidence in pursuit of his independent investigations. It may be recalled that it
was the NTC and its associates that initially helped the Prosecutor of the International Criminal
Court and the UN International Commission of Inquiry to identify witnesses and to gather
evidence used in issuing arrest warrants on 27/6/2011.
This investigation process continues and has been expedited now that the security situation is
improving. It is, however, a complex, time-consuming and resource-intensive process. The
NTC has no intention of holding a rushed trial at short notice, and it will accordingly not take
place before the NTC’s admissibility challenge before the International Criminal Court.
Third, the NTC will liaise with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva, to
provide as may be necessary any technical assistance which the prosecutors and the judiciary
might require. The trial of course will be open both to the Libyan public and to the international
community as stipulated by the rules of the Libyan Law, and we welcome the UN and human
rights organizations to attend and monitor such proceedings. Indeed, such openness and
transparency are essential to ensuring justice accomplishment for all.
Fourth, NTC has devoted a strong team from the Libyan Government made up of senior
officials from the Ministry of Justice and the Public Prosecution headed up by an esteemed
criminal law scholar Professor in Libya Dr. Ahmed El-Jehani. The NTC has also retained
counsel from outside Libya from legal experts with recognised expertise in international criminal
law. This team is comprised of Professor Philippe Sands QC and Michelle Butler of Matrix
Chambers in London and Professor Akhavan of McGill University in Canada.
We believe that these preparations and steps taken clearly demonstrate that Libya is both willing
and capable to prosecute Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi and Abdullah Sanusi. We are also confident that
the International Criminal Court will, in the course of its hearings on admissibility, see this is a
good example of positive complementarity in action, of cooperation between the Office of the
Prosecutor of the ICC in The Hague and NTC. This will empower local Libyan justice in facing
mass-atrocities .
May I express a note of regret about certain media coverage. We regret in particular that the
media has given so much currency to unsubstantiated rumours and misinformation as to the
treatment of Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi. Ever since his capture, significant measures have been taken
to ensure his safety, amidst the insecurity and chaos that prevailed in the days following the fall
of the Gaddafi regime just a few months ago. As you will see in this city, a high degree of
security and normalcy is returning. Despite rumours of mistreatment, Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi has
been given medical treatment, eats at the same table as his captors, has been visited by the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Criminal Court Registrar, the
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International Criminal Court Office of Public Counsel for the Defence and Human Rights Watch.
The NTC has worked hard to build proper prison facilities in Tripoli in accordance with
international standards, which preserve the human dignity even if the person is accused with the
most dangerous crimes and actions and is presently negotiating for Saif al-Islam's transfer to
those facilities as soon as practicable.
We ask you to recognise that this is a unique situation undergone by Libya right now, and it is
not one that is entirely free from difficulties, impediments and problems. There are still proGaddafi elements in Libya that seek to destabilize the lives of Libyans, and the role of the new
government. The government is progressively establishing law and order and achieving
demilitarization throughout the country. Under such circumstances, the NTC has done its best
and acted fairly and reasonably in its treatment of Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi. The baseless
allegations of mistreatment, or the ridiculous rumour echoed by the international media that he
has only been charged with failing to have a license for his camels or for regulatory breaches in
relation to his fish farms, is absurd. We are surprised that such misinformation would be so
easily circulated by media we thought to be respectable and above reproach and even among
certain entities within the International Criminal Court.
We invite all entities of the ICC in The Hague to do the utmost to safeguard the reputation of that
important institution, and to apply the highest standards of professional integrity across the range
of its activities. This applies in particular to the Office of Public Counsel for the Defence at ICC.
We are confident that the falsity of such attacks will soon be made manifest, and that the
international community will stand in solidarity with the Libyan people as they seek to emerge
from the tragedy of the past years and achieve justice for crimes against humanity. I close by
thanking Mr Ocampo for his continued efforts, and for his cooperation with us on these
important matters.
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