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1. On 12 and 17 June 2019, respectively, the Pre-Trial Chamber granted two 

groups of non-governmental organisations leave, as amici curiae, to file written 

submissions on matters arising from the Prosecutor’s application leave to appeal the 

Pre-Trial Chamber’s decision under article 15(4) of the Statute.1 While the Pre-Trial 

Chamber set 12 July 2019 as the deadline for the submissions of the amici curiae,2 it set 

no deadline for the Prosecutor to exercise its right to respond under rule 103(2).  

2. The Prosecutor also notes the recent submissions by some participating victims, 

responding to the Prosecution Application.3 Consistent with rule 91(2), and 

regulation 24, the Prosecution seeks leave to reply to these submissions. While the 

victims’ participation is welcome, it was not necessarily anticipated at this stage. Nor 

could the Prosecution reasonably anticipate some of the matters raised,4 which 

include a request for specific relief beyond the scope of the Prosecution Application.5 

3. The Prosecutor proposes to file the response to the amici curiae, and any reply 

authorised by the Pre-Trial Chamber, by no later than 19 July 2019, in a consolidated 

filing not exceeding 15 pages. It requests an order to this effect, and submits that this 

short deadline is consistent with a fair and expeditious resolution of the proceedings. 

 
_____________________ 

Fatou Bensouda, Prosecutor 

 

Dated this 18th day of June 2019 

At The Hague, The Netherlands 
                                                           
1
 ICC-02/17-43 (“First Amicus Decision”); ICC-02/17-47 (“Second Amicus Decision”). See further ICC-02/17-

34 (“Prosecution Application”); ICC-02/17-33 (“Decision”). 
2
 First Amicus Decision, p. 5; Second Amicus Decision, p. 5.  

3
 See ICC-02/17-44 (“Cross-Border Victims’ Response”); ICC-02/17-45. Both were filed on 13 June 2019. 

4
 See e.g. Cross-Border Victims’ Response, paras. 14-15, 17, 25, 29-30, 34, 41. 

5
 Cross-Border Victims’ Response, para. 41 (requesting the Pre-Trial Chamber to order the Prosecutor “to 

provide further information clarifying her position” on matters raised). 
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