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I. SUBMISSIONS 

1. The Common Legal Representative for Victims (“the CLR”) has received a 

Request for adjournment1 filed by the Defence for Mr. William Samoei Ruto (“the 

Ruto Defence”) pursuant to Article 64(6)(f) of the Rome Statute,in which the Ruto 

Defence seeks the  adjournment of the trial proceedings in this case “in order that 

Mr. Ruto can return to Kenya to deal with an on-going and extremely serious 

matter of national security”. It is common knowledge that there was a terrorist 

attack at the Westgate Mall in Nairobi, Kenya yesterday. According to media 

reports, the death toll from the attacks stands at 68 persons, with at least 200 

persons injured, and the Kenya Defence Forces are still working to rescue many 

others who are held hostage inside the mall. 

 

2. The CLR concedes that the situation is serious enough to warrant the return to 

Kenya of Mr. Ruto in order for him to assist the President in handling this 

tragedy. This is more so in view of the fact that many people continue to be held 

hostage according to news reports2 received by the CLR at 11.15 pm, The Hague 

time. In addition to this, there are reports3 that the President has lost close 

relatives and friends in the attack.  

 

II. CONCLUSION 

 

3. The CLR therefore does not oppose the Ruto Defence request for adjournment 

for a reasonable period, in all the circumstances of the case.  

 

4. The CLR will make additional submissions during the oral hearing of the Ruto 

Defence request for adjournment, if necessary. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

                                                           

1 ICC-01/09-01/11-966 
2 http://www.kenyamoja.com/tv/ktnlive/ 
3 http://www.nation.co.ke/news/-/1056/2002522/-/137cu2e/-/index.html 
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