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Trial opened on 28 January 2016 for alleged crimes against humanity. Acquitted of all charged on 15 January 2019. On 1 February 

2019, the Appeals Chamber set conditions to be imposed on Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé upon their release. On 16 July 2019, 

Trial Chamber I filed the written full reasons for the acquittal of Mr Laurent Gbagbo and Mr Charles Blé Goudé. On 16 September 

2019, the Prosecution filed a notice of appeal. On 31 March 2021, the Appeals Chamber confirmed, by majority, the acquittal. 

Laurent Gbagbo 

Date of birth: 31 May 1945 

Place of birth: Mama village in the Ouragahio sous-préfecture, Gagnoa department in Côte d’Ivoire  

Nationality: Ivorian  

Current situation: Not in ICC custody 

Warrant of arrest: Issued under seal on 23 November 2011 | Unsealed on 30 November 2011  

Transfer to The Hague: 30 November 2011  

Initial appearance hearing: 5 December 2011  

Confirmation of charges hearing: 19 - 28 February 2013  

Decision on the confirmation of charges: 12 June 2014  

 

Charles Blé Goudé 

Date of birth: 1 January 1972 

Place of birth: Niagbrahio, Gagnoa or Guibéroua, Gagnoa in Côte d’Ivoire. 

Nationality: Ivorian 

Current situation: Not in ICC custody 

Warrant of arrest: Issued under seal on 21 December 2011 | Unsealed on 30 September 2013 

Surrender to ICC custody: 22 March 2014 

First appearance: 27 March 2014 

Confirmation of charges hearing: 29 September – 2 October 2014 

Decision on the confirmation of charges: 11 December 2014 

Decision to join the Gbagbo and Blé Goudé cases: 11 March 2015 

Opening of the trial: 28 January 2016 

Acquittal: 15 January 2019 

Appeals judgment confirming acquittal: 31 March 2021 

Charges 

The Prosecutor brought against Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé charges of crimes against humanity (murder, rape, other 

inhumane acts or – in the alternative – attempted murder, and persecution) allegedly committed in the context of post-electoral 

violence in Côte d'Ivoire between 16 December 2010 and 12 April 2011. These crimes were allegedly committed between 16 and 19 

December 2010 during and after a pro-Ouattara march on the RTI headquarters, on 3 March 2011 at a women’s demonstration in 

Abobo, on 17 March 2011 by shelling a densely populated area in Abobo, and on or around 12 April 2011 in Yopougon.  

On 15 January 2019, Trial Chamber I, by majority, acquitted Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé from all charges of crimes against humanity 

and filed the written full reasons for the acquittal on 16 July 2019. On 31 March 2021, the Appeals Chamber confirmed, by majority, the 

acquittal decision. 

Key judicial developments 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE ICC’S JURISDICTION AND OPENING OF INVESTIGATIONS 

Côte d’Ivoire, which was not party to the Rome Statute at the time, had accepted the jurisdiction of the ICC on 18 April 2003, by a 

declaration made in accordance with article 12-3 of the Rome Statute; on both 14 December 2010 and 3 May 2011, the Presidency of 

Côte d'Ivoire reconfirmed the country’s acceptance of this jurisdiction. 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/rdonlyres/57B00915-8FDF-4532-9BDE-8AF338E3E364/279844/ICDEENG7.pdf
http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/rdonlyres/498E8FEB-7A72-4005-A209-C14BA374804F/0/ReconCPI.pdf
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Following the declaration of Côte d’Ivoire, the ICC Prosecutor conducted a preliminary examination of the situation. He concluded that 

the criteria to open an investigation are met and submitted, on 23 June 2011, a request for authorisation to open investigations on his 

own initiative (called investigation proprio motu) into the situation in Côte d’Ivoire.  

On 3 October 2011, the Pre-Trial Chamber judges granted the Prosecutor’s request to open an investigation with respect to alleged 

crimes within the jurisdiction of the Court committed in Côte d’Ivoire since 28 November 2010, as well as with regard to crimes that 

may be committed in the future in the context of the same situation in this country. 

The judges also requested the Prosecutor to revert to the Chamber with any additional information that is available to him on 

potentially relevant crimes committed between 2002 and 2010. The Prosecutor complied with this request on 3 November 2011. On 22 

February 2012, the Pre-Trial Chamber decided to expand its authorisation for the investigation in Côte d’Ivoire to include crimes within 

the jurisdiction of the Court allegedly committed between 19 September 2002 and 28 November 2010.  

On 15 February 2013, Côte d’Ivoire ratified the Rome Statute. 

WARRANT OF ARREST  

On 25 October 2011, the Prosecution submitted to the Pre-Trial Chamber judges an application under article 58 of the Rome Statute for 

the issuance of a warrant for the arrest of Laurent Gbagbo. On 23 November 2011, the judges issued a warrant of arrest under seal. The 

arrest warrant against Mr Gbagbo was unsealed on 30 November 2011.  

On 12 December 2011, the Prosecution submitted to Pre-Trial Chamber III an application under article 58 of the Rome Statute for the 

issuance of a warrant for the arrest of Charles Blé Gbagbo. On 21 December 2011, Pre-Trial Chamber issued a warrant of arrest under 

seal. The arrest warrant against Mr Blé Goudé was unsealed on 30 September 2013. 

SURRENDER TO THE COURT 

On 30 November 2011, Mr Gbagbo was transferred to the ICC detention centre in The Hague, by the Ivorian authorities. On 5 

December 2011, the judges held an initial appearance hearing to verify the identity of the suspect and to ensure that he was clearly 

informed of the charges brought against him and of his rights under the Rome Statute. 

On 22 March 2014, Charles Blé Goudé was surrendered to the ICC by the national authorities of Côte d´Ivoire and he made his first 

appearance before the ICC on 27 March 2014.  

CONFIRMATION OF CHARGES  

The confirmation of charges hearing regarding Mr Gbagbo took place on 19- 28 February 2013. Following the confirmation of charges 

hearing, the Chamber decided to adjourn the hearing and requested the Prosecutor to consider providing it with further evidence or 

conduct additional investigations. In accordance with an established calendar, the Chamber received additional submissions of 

evidence and observations by the Prosecution, the Defence and the victims’ representative. The Chamber examined all the evidence 

submitted to it by the parties, which included the statements of 108 witnesses, more than 22.000 pages of other documentary evidence, 

as well as a large amount of audio and video material.  On 12 June 2014, Pre-Trial Chamber I confirmed by majority four charges of 

crimes against humanity (murder, rape, other inhumane acts or – in the alternative – attempted murder, and persecution) against Mr 

Gbagbo and committed him to trial. On 17 September 2014, the ICC re-constituted Trial Chamber I to be in charge of the Gbagbo case. 

The confirmation of charges hearing regarding Mr Blé Goudé was held from 29 September to 2 October 2014.  On 11 December 2014, 

Pre-Trial Chamber I confirmed four charges of crimes against humanity against Mr Blé Goudé and committed him to trial. On 20 

December 2014, the ICC Presidency referred the Blé Goudé case to Trial Chamber I.   

JOINDER OF CASES 

On 11 March 2015, Trial Chamber I joined the two cases against Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé in order to ensure the efficacy 

and expeditiousness of the proceedings.   

TRIAL 

The trial opened on 28 January 2016. 231 hearing days were dedicated to the presentation of the Prosecutor's evidence and 82 witnesses 

testified in court and through video link; thousands of documents were submitted into evidence, hundreds of motions, requests and 

decisions were filed. On 4 June 2018, the Chamber declared that that the presentation of the evidence of the Prosecutor was closed. 

On 23 July 2018, Laurent Gbagbo's Defense filed its "Requête de la Défense de Laurent Gbagbo afin qu'un jugement d'acquittement 

portant sur toutes les charges soit prononcé en faveur de Laurent Gbagbo et que sa mise en liberté immédiate soit ordonnée" (Defence 

Motion for acquittal and  immediate release). On 3 August 2018, the Defence of Charles Blé Goudé filed a No Case to Answer Motion. 

Hearings were held by the Chamber in October and November 2018 during which the Prosecution, the Legal Representatives of 

Victims and the two Defence teams presented their arguments regarding this Motion. 

http://bit.ly/1sSkL0U
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-02/11-01/15-1199-Corr
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-02/11-01/15-1199-Corr
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-02/11-01/15-1198-Corr-Red
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ACQUITTAL   

On 15 January 2019, Trial Chamber I, by majority, Judge Herrera Carbuccia dissenting, acquitted Mr Laurent Gbagbo and Mr Charles 

Blé Goudé from all charges of crimes against humanity allegedly committed in Côte d’Ivoire in 2010 and 2011.  On 16 July 2019, Trial 

Chamber I filed the written full reasons for the acquittal of Mr Laurent Gbagbo and Mr Charles Blé Goudé.   

On 1 February 2019, the Appeals Chamber set conditions to be imposed on Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé upon their release to a State 

willing to accept them on its territory and willing and able to enforce the conditions set by the Chamber. Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé 

were not in the ICC detention centre anymore during the appeals stage as an interim measure following their release with conditions. 

APPEAL 

On 16 September 2019, the Prosecution filed a notice of appeal. On 31 March 2021, the Appeals Chamber confirmed, by majority, the 

acquittal decision of 15 January 2019. The acquittal of Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé is now final.  

The Appeals Chamber revoked all conditions on the release of Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé and directed the ICC Registrar to make 

arrangements for their safe transfer to a receiving State or States. 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

On 28 December 2011, the Registrar provisionally found Mr Gbagbo indigent pending verification by the Court of the information 

contained in his application. The cost of his Defence is therefore borne by the Court under the legal assistance scheme. 

Mr Blé Goudé was considered indigent and granted legal aid following a decision of the Registry dated 24 April 2014. 

PARTICIPATION OF VICTIMS 

Pre-Trial Chamber I granted 727 persons the status of victims authorised to participate in the proceedings against Mr Gbagbo and Mr 

Blé Goudé.  

Composition of the Appeals Chamber 

 

Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji (Presiding judge) 

Judge Howard Morrison 

Judge Piotr Hofmański 

Judge Luz del Carmen Ibáñez Carranza 

Judge Solomy Balungi Bossa 

 

Representation of the Office of the Prosecutor 

Karim A.A. Khan QC, Prosecutor 

James Stewart, Deputy Prosecutor 

Eric Macdonald, Senior Trial Lawyer 

 

Defence Counsel for Laurent Gbagbo 

Emmanuel Altit 

Agathe Bahi Baroan 

Jennifer Naouri 

Defence Counsel for Charles Blé Goudé 

Geert-Jan Alexander Knoops 

Claver N’dry 

 

Legal Representatives of the Victims 

Paolina Massidda, Principal Counsel  
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